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TABLE 1
Budget Year of Documents Used to Complete the Questionnaire
General Note: In order to answer questions in Sections 2-5 of the questionnaire, only publicly available documents
can be used.
Guidelines for Table 1:
Indicate the budget year of each of the publicly available documents used to complete the questionnaire. If a document
is not available to the public, either because it is produced but not publicly released or because it is not produced, please
state either “Produced but Not Available to the Public” or “Not Produced,” accordingly.
To answer all of the questions, refer to the most recently released version of each of the eight key documents, or the most
recent phase of the budget process that has occurred.
When is a budget document considered “Publicly Available”?
A budget document is considered publicly available when any and all members of the public can obtain a copy of the
document through a request to the public authority that issues the document.
For the purposes of the questionnaire, budget documents are classified into the following four categories:
1.

Documents not produced

2.

Documents produced but only for internal purposes, and not available to the public

3.	Documents produced and available to the public, but only upon request from the relevant government office
4.	Documents produced and distributed to the public widely and proactively, i.e., individuals have access to the
documents without having to request them directly from the executive (e.g., Internet or public library)
For purposes of responding to the questions in Sections 2-5, a document should be considered “publicly available”
only if categories “3” or “4” above apply. If “1” or “2” apply, please state “Produced but Not Available to the Public” or
“Not Produced.”
TABLE 1: Budget Documents Used to Complete the Questionnaire
Budget Year Used

Pre-Budget Statement (PBS)

Not Produced

Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP)

2011

Supporting Budget Documents to EBP

2011

Citizens Budget (CB)

2011

Enacted Budget (EB)

2011

In-Year Reports (IYR)

2011

Section One: The Availability of Budget Documents

Budget Document
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Mid-Year Review (MYR)

Not Produced

Year-End Report (YER)

Produced but Not Available to the Public

Audit Report (AR)

2009

TABLE 2
Key Budget Documents Used: Full Titles, Availability, and Internet
URLs/Addresses
Guidelines for Table 2:
For all publicly available documents that will be cited in Sections 2-5 of this questionnaire, provide the following
information:
1.

Full title

2.	Date the document was made available to the public (General Note: this is not necessarily the same date indicated
on the document itself)
3.

How the document is made available to the public (library, upon request, Internet, etc.)

4.

Internet URL/address, if applicable

If the document is not publicly available, indicate one of these two answers: “Not Produced” or “Produced but Not Available
to the Public,” according to what applies.
1) Full Title, 2) Date, 3) Availability,
4) Internet URL/Address

Pre-Budget Statement

Not Produced

Executive’s Budget Proposal

Projet de Loi de Finances 2011 (Français & Arabe), 20 October 2010,
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512

If Applicable
 ocument 1 in Support of the Executive’s
D
Budget Proposal
 ocument 2 in Support of the Executive’s
D
Budget Proposal
 ocument 3 in Support of the Executive’s
D
Budget Proposal
Citizens Budget
Enacted Budget

RAPPORT ECONOMIQUE ET FINANCIER(Français & Arabe), 20 October 2010;
Internet
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?
_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
NOTE DE PRESENTATION DE LA LOI DE FINANCES, francais et arabe, 20
OCTOBRE SUR
2010 LES DEPENSES FISCALES (Français &Arabe); 20 October
RAPPORT
Internet
2010; Internet
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?
_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
BULLETIN MENSUEL DES FINANCES PUBLIQUES
INTERNET SUR LES COMPTES SPECIAUX DU TRESOR (French & Arabic); 20
RAPPORT
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?
October
2010; Internet
_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
Document
4 : RAPPORT SUR LES ETABLISSEMENTS &ENTREPRISES
PUBLIQUES (French & Arabic)
Document 5 : Rapport sur les Services de l'Etat Géré d'une manière Autonome
( SEGMA)
& Arabic)
Dépliant
sur(French
la Loi de
Finances,(French & Arabic)
Document 6 : Rapport sur le Budget Genre (French & Arabic)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?
Internet : http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?
_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
Loi de Finances (French & Arabic); 31 December 2010; Newspapers; library;
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?
_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
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Budget Document
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In-Year Reports

Bulletin Mensuel des Finances Publiques
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?
_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Mid-Year Review

Not Produced

Year-End Report

Produced but Not Availableto the Public

Audit Report

Rapport annuel de la Cour des Comptes 2009 Volume 1 and 2, March 2011,
http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rap2009/Rapport%20cc%
20fr%20-%20Volume%201.pdf
http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rap2009/Rapport%20cc%
20fr%20-%20Volume%202.pdf

Other Relevant Documents

Ministère de l'Economie et des Finances

Relevant Ministries & Departments

TABLE 3
Distribution of Documents Related to the Formulation Phase
Guidelines for Table 3:
In Part 1 of this table, there are four options presented in rows A, B, C, and D for describing the status and availability
of each of the relevant documents (Pre-Budget Statement, Executive’s Budget Proposal, and Citizens Budget). For each
document, record either YES, NO, or NA (not applicable) in the cells to indicate whether the statement applies or does not
apply to the document.
For budget documents that are produced and distributed to the public (i.e., options C and D were selected in Part 1),
complete Part 2 of the table to identify what steps the executive takes to distribute and promote interest in these reports.
TABLE 3: PART 1
Pre-Budget
Statement

B. Produced
for internal
purposes but
not made
available to
the public

Main Document

Supporting
Document 1

Supporting
Document 2

Citizens
Budget*

YES

YES

YES

Section One: The Availability of Budget Documents

A. Not produced,
even for
internal
purposes

Executive’s Budget Proposal

7

C. Produced
and made
available to
the public,
but only on
request
YES

D. Produced and
widely and
proactively
distributed
to the public
(for example,
public copies
in libraries, or
posted on the
Internet)

YES

*The Citizens Budget has been included in the Formulation phase because it can be a simplified version of the Executive’s
Budget Proposal. In this case it is considered publicly available if it is released at the same time as the Executive’s Budget
Proposal. However, note that in some countries the Citizens Budget is a simplified version of the Enacted Budget rather
than the Executive’s Budget Proposal. In this case it is considered publicly available if it is released at the same time as the
Enacted Budget.
Please specify which, if either, case applies to your country in Table 2, as well as in the questions in the Survey that refer to
the Citizens Budget (questions 109-112).
TABLE 3: PART 2
Executive’s Budget Proposal

1. The release
date is known
at least one
month in
advance
2. Advance
notification
of release
is sent to
the public (it
could also be
through the
media)

Main
Document

Supporting
Document 1

Citizens
Budget*

Supporting
Document 2

NO

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

Section One: The Availability of Budget Documents

Pre-Budget
Statement
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NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

4. Available on
the Internet
free of charge

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

5. Free print
copies
available,
limited
distribution

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

6. Free print
copies
available,
mass
distribution

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

7. Readily
available
outside
capital and/or
big cities

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

8. Published in
more than
one language

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

9. News
conference
is held to
discuss
release

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

TABLE 4
Distribution of Documents Related to Approval, Execution,
and Audit Phases
Guidelines for Table 4:
In Part 1 of this table, there are four options presented in rows A, B, C, and D for describing the status and availability of
each of the relevant documents (Enacted Budget, In-Year Reports, Mid-Year Review, Year-End Report, and Audit Report).
For each document, record either YES, NO, or NA (not applicable) in the cells to indicate whether the statement applies or
does not apply to the document.

Section One: The Availability of Budget Documents

3. Released to
public same
day as official
release to
media
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For budget documents that are produced and distributed to the public (i.e., options C and D were selected in Part 1),
complete Part 2 of the table to indentify what steps the executive takes to distribute and promote interest in these reports.
TABLE 4: PART 1
Enacted
Budget

In-Year
Reports

Mid-Year
Review

Year-End
Report

Audit Report

YES

A. Not produced,
even for
internal
purposes
B. Produced
for internal
purposes but
not made
available to
the public

YES

C. Produced
and made
available to
the public,
but only on
request
YES

YES

YES

TABLE 4: PART 2
Enacted
Budget
1. The release
date is known
at least one
month in
advance

YES

In-Year
Reports
NO

Mid-Year
Review
NO

Year-End
Report
NO

Audit Report

NO

Section One: The Availability of Budget Documents

D. Produced and
widely and
proactively
distributed
to the public
(for example,
public copies
in libraries,
posted on the
Internet)
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NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

3. Released to
public same
day as official
release to
media

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

8. Published in
more than
one language

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

9. News
conference
is held to
discuss
release

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

4. Available on
the Internet
free of charge
5. Free print
copies
available,
limited
distribution
6. Free print
copies
available,
mass
distribution
7. Readily
available
outside
capital and/or
big cities

Section One: The Availability of Budget Documents

2. Advance
notification
of release
is sent to
the public (it
could also be
through the
media)
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General Guidelines:
For each question, four answer choices are provided. Mark the answer choice that best describes the specified budget
document or information by placing the appropriate letter (a, b, c, or d) in the column cell to the right of the question.
Answer choice “e” corresponds to “Not applicable” and must only be used in exceptional circumstances. In addition, for
all “e” answers, a brief explanation must be provided that indicates why the other answer choices (a, b, c, or d) are not
applicable, and why another response would be more appropriate.
For those questions intended to evaluate the contents of the eight key budget documents, researchers must use ONLY
publicly available budget documents for their answers.
General Notes on abbreviations:
BY = budget year (year for which the Executive’s Budget Proposal is being drafted)
BY+1 = one year beyond the budget year
BY-1 = one year before the budget year

Estimates for the Budget Year and Beyond
Guidelines for Question 1:
Expenditures can be organized according to the following classifications: administrative unit, function, and economic
category (a fourth, more detailed, categorization is by individual program). Each of these classification systems has
different advantages. For instance, reporting expenditure by administrative unit indicates which government entity
(department, ministry, or agency) will be responsible for spending the funds and, ultimately, held accountable for their use
– it answers the question “who spends the money?”.
To answer “a,” all expenditures covered in the budget would have to be organized by such a classification system.
1. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation present
expenditures for the budget year that are classified by administrative unit (that is, by
ministry, department, or agency)?
a. All expenditures are classified by administrative unit.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Expenditures are classified by administrative unit, but expenditures for some small units
are not presented separately.

d. No expenditures classified by administrative unit are presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
LOI ORGANIQUE 7-98
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186
Projet de Loi de Finances n° 43-10 for the budget year 2011:
- PAGE 51 : Tableau B ; Article 50 : Répartition , par Département Ministériel ou Institution ............Des Dépenses de fonctionnement Du Budget Général
- PAGE 54 : Tableau C ; Article 51 : Répartition,par département Ministériel ou Institution ............. Des Dépenses D'Investissement du Budget Général
- PAGE 56 : Tableau E ; Article 53 : Répartition,par département Ministériel ou Institution, Des Dépenses d'Exploitation des SEGMA
- PAGE 63 : Tableau F ; Article 54 : Répartition,par département Ministériel ou Institution, Des Dépenses D'Investissement des SEGMA
- PAGE 70 : Tableau G ; Article 55 : Dépenses Des Comptes Spéciaux du Trésor
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512
SEGMA: Service de l'Etait Géré de Manière Autonome

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

c. Expenditures are classified by administrative unit, but those for a significant number of
units are not presented separately.
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Comment:
Loi Organique N° 7_98 rrelative to the Finance Act sets out the conditions for presentation of the Finance Act
Art : 29 Budgeted expenditures are grouped under three headings:
1: administrative;
2: investment;
3: debt servicing.
General budget expenditures are presented, under the main headings, by chapter, subdivided into articles, paragraphs and lines, depending on destination, subject
or type.
For each ministerial department or institution’s functional expenditure, there is a chapter for personnel and a chapter for material and miscellaneous expenditures.
Separate chapters cover investment expenditures for each ministerial department or institution.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." All budget components are presented with a very specific nomenclature. In Morocco, the budgetary nomenclature has three components: administrative,
economic, and functional, according to provisions of Article 29 of Organic Law n° 7-98 relative to the Finance Act that stipulates the three headings of the general
budget (Functional, Investment, Public Debt): http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186.
Expenditures are presented by chapter, subdivided into articles, paragraphs and lines, depending on destination, subject or type. For each ministerial department or
institution’s functional expenditure, there is a chapter for personnel and a chapter for material and miscellaneous expenditures. Separate chapters cover investment
expenditures for each ministerial department or institution.
(See tables B,C,E,F,G in the Budget Proposal N°43-10 for BY 2011: http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18170034&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL)

Researcher Response:

Guidelines for Question 2:
Functional classification indicates the programmatic purpose, sector, or objective for which the funds will be used,
such as health, education, or defense. Unlike classification by administrative unit, which tends to be unique to each
country, functional and economic classifications for government budgeting have been developed and standardized by
international institutions.
To answer “a,” all expenditures covered in the budget have to be organized by such a classification system that is
consistent with international standards. In contrast, the “c” response would apply if a significant portion of expenditures

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal
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14

are not classified according to international standards. For instance, the “c” response would be appropriate if expenditures
are presented separately for some of the major functions, such as education and health, but a large residual portion of
the total budgeted expenditure is not classified by function. This would make it impossible to identify other functional
allocations, such as that for housing or transportation, with precision.
2. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation present
expenditures for the budget year by functional classification?
a. All expenditures are presented by functional classification, and the categorization is
compatible with international standards.

a
b
c
d
e

b. All expenditures are presented by functional classification, but the categorization is not
compatible with international standards.
c. Some, but not all, expenditures are presented by functional classification.
d. No expenditures classified by function are presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Table of General Budget Breakdown by functional code.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/pls/portal/url/ITEM/B9F248C0C2BC4ADF912A6DE1427586B2

Comment:
It's a very detailed table.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Answer “a.”
Answer “a” is better because the classification used in the table cited above is more detailed than the second level of the CFAP/COFOG, but the two are compatible.

Government Comment:
"A." The budget nomenclature of Morocco uses an administrative, economic, and functional classification that is detailed, stable and reliable, and based largely on
GFS2001 standards. Functional nomenclature classifies expenses according to the areas where the government intervenes and has been developed in order to
evaluate the cost of different missions assumed by administrative services. The functional code is associated to the paragraph and is composed of nine (9)
classifications expressed out to two digits. This nomenclature conforms to the nomenclatures used by the United Nations (Classification of the Functions of
Government (COFOG)), in terms of concepts and definitions as well as of its general structure. This nomenclature prevails throughout the final budget text.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=2404
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18170034&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/regcst.asp?Cl=4

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

This is true, in addition, some budgets (royal court) have overlapping functionalities (education, health, welfare), which is difficult to precisely estimate.
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Researcher Response:
The budget draft is not part of the documents accompanying the “loi de finances” link
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18096054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
But actually the draft is part of “loi de finances.”

IBP Comment:
"B." The table cited contains a detailed presentation by functional unit, but it does not follow the COFOG.

Guidelines for Question 3:
Economic classification provides information on the nature of the expenditure, such as whether funds are being used to
pay for wages and salaries, capital projects, or social assistance benefits.
To answer “a,” all expenditures covered in the budget have to be organized by such a classification system that is
consistent with international standards. In contrast, the “c” response would apply if a significant portion of expenditures
are not classified according to international standards. For instance, the “c” response would be appropriate if expenditures
are presented separately for some of the major economic purposes, such as wages and benefits, but a large residual
portion of the total budgeted expenditure is not classified by function. This would make it impossible to identify other
economic allocations, such as that for capital outlay, with precision.
3. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation present
expenditures for the budget year that are presented by economic classification?
a. All expenditures are presented by economic classification, and the categorization is
compatible with international standards.

a
b
c
d
e

b. All expenditures are presented by economic classification, but the categorization is not
compatible with international standards.
c. Some, but not all, expenditures are presented by economic classification.
d. No expenditures classified by economic classification are presented.

Citation:
Budget database of the State (Year 2011) – Breakdown of expenditures of the General Budget by economic code.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/pls/portal/url/ITEM/B45D2171157B47FCA056DE80B8A19E83

Comment:
In accordance with Organic Law N° 7_98 relative to the Finance Act, the text of the Budget Proposal presents general budget expenditures under three headings:
1: administrative;
2 : investment;
3 : debt servicing.
If general budget expenditures are well broken down by economic classification, expenses for special accounts (of the Treasury) and Independently Administrated
Public Services (SEGMA) are not.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Expenditures in the General Budget are presented according to an economic codification (personnel, taxes, consumer goods) out to 10 digits, which meets the
standards of COFOG, this economic codification that permits analysis of the interaction and flux that exist between the State and other influences on the economy.
The economic type of expenditure is registered at line item level and conforms to Article 29 of Organic Law N° 7-98 relative to Finance Acts. (See 2011 Executive
Budget database – Distribution of General Budget Expenditures by Economic Code).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/pls/portal/url/ITEM/B45D2171157B47FCA056DE80B8A19E83
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18170034&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL"

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

There is no standard definition for the term “program,” and the meaning can vary from country to country. However, for
the purposes of answering the questionnaire, researchers should understand the term “program” to refer to any level of
detail below an administrative unit, such as a ministry or department. For example, the Ministry of Health’s budget could
be broken down into several subgroups, such as “primary health care,” “hospitals,” or “administration.” These subgroups
should be considered programs even when they could be, but are not, broken down into smaller, more detailed units.
A note for francophone countries: “Program” level detail is sometimes referred to as le plan comptable or le plan
comptable detaille. (These data are typically coded in the financial management database, following the chart of budgetary
accounts, so that they can be organized by administrative and functional classification.)

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Guidelines for Question 4:
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4. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation present
expenditures for individual programs for the budget year?
a. Program-level data are presented for all expenditures.
b. Program-level data are presented for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Program-level data are presented, but for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
d. No program-level data are presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Projet de loi de finances
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512
Note de présentation de Projet de loi de finances
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
The Note to the Presentation of the Finance Law presents the gist of government programs; moreover, expenditures for SEGMA and special Treasury accounts may
be assimilated into programs since they are situated at a level below those of administrative units.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Action programs are broken out, allocated funds according to the nomenclature cited above and presented as part of the final Budget Proposal. Presentation of
the objectives of these programs appears in the Note to the Budget Proposal and in supplementary documents.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18170034&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Researcher Response:
"B." The budget draft is not part of the documents accompanying the “loi de finances” link
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18096054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
But actually the draft is part of “loi de finances.”

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Answer C.
Answer "c" is the most appropriate. In the cited “projet de loi de finances,” staff and non-staff operation expenditures are aggregated by ministry.
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IBP Comment:

"D." There is no presentation by program in the “projet de budget.”

Guidelines for Question 5:
Because the effects of budget decisions affect the parameters of future budgets, it is useful to estimate revenues and
expenditures for multi-year periods, understanding that these estimates might be revised as circumstances change.
Sometimes referred to as a Medium Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF), a three-year period is generally considered an
appropriate horizon for budgeting and planning.
5. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation are
estimates of the aggregate level of expenditure presented for a multi-year period (at
least two years beyond the budget year)?

a
b
c

a. Yes, multi-year estimates of aggregate expenditure are presented.
b. No, multi-year estimates of aggregate expenditure are not presented.
c. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
No document presents the multi-annual expenditure estimates.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

True
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Government Comment:
"A." Article 51 of the Finance Act 2011 sets the overall amount of funds available for investment expenditures over a multi-year period. Moreover, Table “C” in the
2011 Finance Act details these committed funds by department, which allows them to be programed over the multi-year period.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"B." The government refers to the “loi de finances,” but not to the “projet de loi de finances.”

Guidelines for Question 6:
There is no standard definition for the term “program,” and the meaning can vary from country to country. However, for
the purposes of answering the questionnaire, researchers should understand the term “program” to refer to any level of
detail below an administrative unit, such as a ministry or department. For example, the Ministry of Health’s budget could
be broken down into several subgroups, such as “primary health care,” “hospitals,” or “administration.” These subgroups
should be considered programs even when they could be, but are not, broken down into smaller, more detailed units.
A note for francophone countries: “Program” level detail is sometimes referred to as le plan comptable or le plan
comptable detaille. (These data are typically coded in the financial management database, following the chart of budgetary
accounts, so that they can be organized by administrative and functional classification.)

a. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented for all individual programs, and for one
or more expenditure classification (such as functional, economic, or administrative).
b. Yes, multi-year estimates are presented for one or more expenditure classification (such as
functional, economic, or administrative), but only for some individual programs.
c. Yes, multi-year estimates are presented, but only for a portion of one or more of the
expenditure classifications (such as some functions, or some administrative units) and/or
for only some individual programs.
d. No, multi-year estimates are presented for aggregate expenditure only, or they are not
presented at all.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e
Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

6. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation is more
detail in addition to the aggregate level presented for expenditure estimates that cover
a multi-year period (for at least two years beyond the budget year)?
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Citation:

Comment:
No multi-annual estimates are presented.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Budget texts released to the legislature for debate break down committed funds by ministerial department, using an administrative, functional, and economic
nomenclature and, in this way, present, by project, the funds needed compared with amounts in previous budgets.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18170034&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

IBP Comment:
"D." The budget draft is not part of the documents accompanying the “loi de finances” link
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18096054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
But actually the draft is part of “loi de finances.”

Guidelines for Questions 7 and 8:
Revenues generally are separated into two major categories: tax and non-tax revenues. Taxes are compulsory transfers
that result from government exercising its sovereign power. The largest sources of tax revenue in some countries are taxes

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Researcher Response:
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personal and business income and taxes on goods and services, such as sales or value-added taxes. The category of nontax revenues is more diverse, ranging from grants from international institutions and foreign governments to funds raised
through the sale of government-provided goods and services. Note that some forms of revenue, such as contributions to
social security funds, can be considered as either a tax or non-tax revenue depending on the nature of the approach to
these contributions.
Questions 7-8 assess the degree to which the individual sources of tax and non-tax revenues are disaggregated in the
budget. Particularly because different revenues have different characteristics, including who bears the burden of paying the
tax and how collections are affected by economic conditions, it is important that estimates for revenues be disaggregated
and displayed based on their sources.
7. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation identify
the different sources of tax revenue (such as income tax or VAT) for the budget year?
a. All sources of tax revenue are identified individually.
b. Sources of tax revenue amounting to at least two-thirds of but not all tax revenues are
identified individually.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Sources of tax revenue amounting to less than two-thirds of all tax revenues are identified
individually.
d. No sources of tax revenue are identified individually.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Projet de loi de finances tableau A, page 28
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512
Rapport économique et financier, Pages 199-200
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
In accordance with Article 28 of Organic Law 7_98, budget revenues in general are presented by chapter, which makes it possible to identify all the sources of fiscal
revenues. Moreover, the Economic and Financial Report presents an analysis of budget resources in detail, with the amounts relative to each source of fiscal
revenue.

True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
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Government Comment:
"A." In accordance with Article 28 of Organic Law 7_98, general budget revenues are presented by chapter and by type of revenue, which makes it possible to
identify each source of fiscal revenue for the Budget Year (Article 45 of the 2011 Finance Act and Table A, page 28):
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512. The Economic and Financial Report presents the economic outlook for 2011 (pages 194-202) and
provides a narrative description of the totality of fiscal revenue forecast for 2011, with detail presented in Annex 6 (page 232).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

8. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation identify
the different sources of non-tax revenue (such as grants, property income, and sales of
government-produced goods and services) for the budget year?
a. All sources of non-tax revenue are identified individually.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Sources of non-tax revenue amounting to at least two-thirds of, but not all, non-tax revenue
are identified individually.
c. Sources of non-tax revenue amounting to less than two-thirds of all non-tax revenue are
identified individually.
d. No sources of non-tax revenue are identified individually.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Projet de Loi de Finances, table A, page 28
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512
Rapport économique et financier, page 200
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Comment:
In accordance with Article 28 of Organic Law 7_98, budget revenues in general are presented by chapter, which makes it possible to identify all the sources of
nonfiscal revenues. Moreover, the Economic and Financial Report presents an analysis of budget resources in detail, with the amounts relative to each source of
nonfiscal revenue.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Different sources of non-fiscal revenue are well identified in the budget and are classified according to four large categories: revenue from monopolies and
exploitations, revenue from state- owned assets, privatizations and other revenue. (Article 46 of the 2011 Finance Act and Table A, page 28):
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512. The Economic and Financial Report provides detail on amounts from each type of non-fiscal revenue,
pages 200 and 232.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema= PORTAL. In addition, the report on Public Corporations provides detailed
information by type and by enterprise, products from public corporations, etc. pages 29, 30 and 119: http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4525

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

The level of disaggregation is not considered in this question. As long as the Executive’s Budget Proposal presents revenue
estimates for at least two years following the budget year in question, an “a” answer is appropriate. However, in question
10, in order to assign an “a” answer, revenue estimates must be reported by individual source for at least two years
following the budget year in question.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Guidelines for Questions 9 and 10:
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9. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation are
estimates of the aggregate level of revenue presented for a multi-year period (at least
two years beyond the budget year)?

a
b
c

a. Yes, multi-year estimates of aggregate revenue are presented.
b. No, multi-year estimates of aggregate revenue are not presented.
c. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
No multiannual estimates are presented.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

"B." The aggregated revenue estimates are not presented for a multi-year period.

Researcher Response:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Government Comment:
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IBP Comment:

10. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation is more
detail in addition to the aggregate level presented for revenue estimates that cover a
multi-year period (for at least two years beyond the budget year)?
a. Yes, multi-year revenue estimates are presented for individual sources of revenue, and by
revenue classification (such as tax and non-tax).

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, multi-year estimates are presented by revenue classification (such as tax and non-tax),
but only for some individual sources of revenue.
c. Yes, multi-year estimates are presented, but only for some individual sources of revenue.
d. No, multi-year estimates are presented for aggregate revenue only, or they are not
presented at all.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
No multi-annual estimates are presented.

True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
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Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 11:
The budget should reflect the total size of the central government’s debt burden at the start of the fiscal year, as well as the
amount of additional borrowing that is required to finance the expenditure proposals in the budget that exceed available
revenues. By showing the debt estimates both at the beginning and at the end of the year it is possible to have an idea of
whether the country will face a deficit or surplus during budget execution, i.e., if it’s planning to borrow and how much.
11. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present data on the total government debt outstanding for the budget year?
a. Yes, the data reflect the outstanding debt both at the start of the budget year and at the
end of the budget year (and thereby reflect the net borrowing requirement of the budget).

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the data reflect the outstanding debt at the end of the budget year.
c. Yes, the data reflect the outstanding debt at the start of the budget year.

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Rapport économique et financier, Annexe 6 – public finance, page 234
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

d. No, data on the outstanding debt are not presented.
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Comment:
The “Rapport économique et financier” publishes data on debt, but not data for the budgetary year 2010 or 2011.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
The correct answer should be "c." See Citizens Budget (depliant), page 2, rapport economique et financier, p. 230 (annexe 6) includes provisional data on debt for
2011 and 2010.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Data on the debt for purposes of the budget exercise (BY-1) are not released with documents supplementary to the Finance Act for the budget year (BY-1)
because the Budget Proposal is released around 20 October of the year (BY-1), the date on which the data for the debt for the whole year (n-1) are not yet available.
The report on domestic and foreign debt for 2010 and the quarterly statistical bulletin on foreign debt, posted on the site of the Ministry of Economy and Finance
provide the data on the total amount of the country’s debt.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=5358
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17813570&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&Recherche=bulletin+statistique+trimestriel+de+la+dette+ext%
C3%A9rieure&SubmitR=Rechercher

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 12:
The amount of interest that is paid to service this debt should be clearly stated in the budget. In some cases a country can
opt out of repaying the principal year by year, but it cannot forego paying the interest on the money borrowed. Presenting
an aggregate debt figure would not provide a clear picture of exactly what the government owes and what it has to repay
year by year.
Note also that both functional and economic classifications of expenditure require interest payments to be
shown separately.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

"D." The report on internal and external debt for the year 2010 and the quarterly statistical bulletin on external debt are not part of the “Loi de Finances 2011," and
are therefore, not subject to the analysis.
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12. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present interest payments on the debt for the budget year?
a. Yes, interest payments on the debt are presented.

a
b
c

b. No, interest payments on the debt are not presented.
c. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Note de Présentation de la Loi de Finances, page 111
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
Projet de la Loi de Finance, p55 - Tableau D
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512

Comment:
Table D presents expenditures regarding debt service with a breakdown for debt interests and amortization. The Presentation Note provides details on debt.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

"A." Expenditures relative to public debt servicing are broken down into interest and reimbursement of capital in the text of the Finance Act 2011, Table D, page 55
(http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512), as well as in the Presentation Note, which contains detailed information on the debt, page 111
(http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4607).

Researcher Response:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Government Comment:
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IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 13:
Examples of information related to the composition of government debt are: interest rates that apply to the different
instruments, length of maturity of the various instruments, currency in which debts are denominated, and distinction
between domestic and external debt. All of these factors give an indication of the potential vulnerability of the country’s
debt position, and ultimately whether the cost of servicing (i.e., paying off) the debt is affordable.
13. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information related to the composition of government debt (such as interest
rates on the debt, maturity profile of the debt, currency denomination of the debt, or
whether it is domestic or external debt) for the budget year?
a. Yes, extensive information related to the composition of government debt is presented.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, key additional information is presented, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some additional information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, additional information related to the composition of government debt is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
The correct answer should be "c." It includes a distinction between domestic and external debt (depliant, p. 2). The amount that is paid on interest is also included in
the budget (rapport economique et financier, p. 232).

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

There is no additional information related to debt.
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Data on the debt for purposes of the budget exercise (BY-1) are not released with documents supplementary to the Finance Act for the budget year (BY-1)
because the Budget Proposal is released around 20 October of the year (BY-1), the date on which the data for the debt for the whole year (n-1) are not yet available.
The report on domestic and foreign debt for 2010 and the quarterly statistical bulletin on foreign debt, posted on the site of the Ministry of Economy and Finance,
provide the data on the total amount of the country’s debt, debt composition, interest rates, debt maturity profile, internal or external origin of the debt, and the
currency in which the debt is associated with.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=5358
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17813570&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&Recherche=bulletin+statistique+trimestriel+de+la+dette+ext%
C3%A9rieure&SubmitR=Rechercher... "

Researcher Response:
"D." Government refers to the “Loi de Finance,” but not to the “Projet de Loi de finance.”

IBP Comment:
"D." IBP confirms the researcher’s answer: the “projet de loi de finances” does not provide information on the composition of the debt for BY 2011.

Guidelines for Question 14:

14. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present the macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget projections are based?
a. Yes, an extensive discussion of the macroeconomic forecast is presented, and key
assumptions (for such factors as inflation, real GDP growth, unemployment rate, and
interest rates) are stated explicitly.
b. Yes, the macroeconomic forecast is discussed and most of the key assumptions are stated
explicitly, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, there is some discussion of the macroeconomic forecast (and/or the presentation of
key assumptions), but it lacks important details.
d. No, information related to the macroeconomic forecast is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Defining which economic assumptions are “key” may vary from country to country. For example, many if not all countries
are affected by changes in the price of oil and other commodities; therefore, in their budget assumptions they should
account for the world market prices of those commodities because, whether a country is a buyer or seller, a significant
variation in the price of those commodities will affect expenditure or revenue, respectively. In general, the key economic
assumptions should include at least estimates of GDP growth, inflation rates, interest rates, and unemployment rates.
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Citation:
Financial and Economic Report, p194
3.1.2. Environnement international et hypothèses retenues et 3.2. Perspectives de l’économie nationale en 2011
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
The Financial and Economic Report presents the main data on the outlook for international economic environment and establishes the hypotheses upon which the
Finance Act is based.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The Economic and Financial Report for BY 2011 presents macroeconomic hypotheses (see part 3. Budget Proposal 2011, 3.1.2. International economic
environment and hypotheses used and 3.2. National Economic Perspectives 2011, page 198 ff). http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

IBP Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Researcher Response:
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Guidelines for Question 15:
Assessing the impact on the budget of different macroeconomic assumptions is often referred to as a “sensitivity
analysis.” An analyst can use sensitivity analysis to estimate the effect on the budget of possible changes in some of
the macroeconomic assumptions during budget execution: for instance, what would happen to revenue collection if GDP
growth were slower than assumed in the budget proposal? Or what would happen to expenditure if inflation were higher
than estimated?
15. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation show
the impact of different macroeconomic assumptions (i.e., sensitivity analysis) on the
budget (including impacts on expenditures, revenues, and debt)?
a. Yes, extensive information on the impact of macroeconomic assumptions on the budget is
presented, including both a narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting the impact of the major macroeconomic
assumptions, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on the impact of different macroeconomic assumptions on the budget is
not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
There is no sensitivity analysis.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

True
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Government Comment:
"A." The Economic and Financial Report for BY 2011 provides some information on the impact of macroeconomic hypotheses on the budget. (See part four, “Public
Finance,” page 199-201). For example, the impact of higher salaries on Treasury revenues and the impact of household spending on receipts from domestic VAT.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Researcher Response:
"D." Sensitivity analysis seeks to discover the results of alternative policies or alternative macroeconomic hypotheses. Such analysis is not conducted in connection
with the Budget Proposal.

IBP Comment:
"D." IBP confirms the researcher’s answer: there is no sensitivity analysis in the “le projet de loi de finances” for 2011.

Guidelines for Questions 16 and 17:
In any given year, most of the expenditures and revenues in the budget reflect the continuation of existing policies.
However, much of the attention during the budget debate is focused on new proposals — whether they call for eliminating
an existing program, introducing a new one, or changing an existing program at the margins. Typically, these new proposals
are accompanied by an increase, a decrease, or a shift in expenditures or revenues. Because these changes may have
different impacts on people’s lives, the budget proposal must present sufficient detail about new policies and their
budgetary impact.
16. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information for at least the budget year that shows how policy proposals, as
distinct from existing policies, affect expenditures?
a. Yes, extensive information on the impact of policy proposals on expenditures is presented,
including both a narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on the impact of policy proposals on expenditures is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Note de présentation de la Loi de Finances
p 133; I.2.2.- Domaine de la Formation Professionnelle
p 134 : programme global de création et d’extension des centres de formation par apprentissage
p 192 : Le Programme National d’Economie d’Eau d’Irrigation (PNEEI)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting the impact of key policy proposals on
expenditures, but some details are excluded.
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Comment:
Some information shows the impact of certain decisions on the level of expenditures of the general budget. This information is mainly about the prior years to the
year of the “la Loi de Finances.”

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
The correct answer should be "d." As the researcher explains, the discussions of programs concern existing programs, not proposals.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The Presentation Note for BY 2011 provides some information on the impact of public policy on expenditures, for example: the highway and road program
(pages 10, 170, 171), the automobile sector, the “Renault Tangier Med” project (pages 210 and 266), professional training sector (page 133), the global program of
creation and extension of centers for on-the-job (apprenticeship) training (page 134), the National Program for Water Conservation and Irrigation (PNEEI)
(page 192).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4607

Researcher Response:
"C." I stand by my answer. Information on the impact of new policies on expenditures is not presented for the majority of new policies and is not published in an
organized manner.

IBP Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

"C." IBP confirms the researcher’s answer.

35

17. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information for at least the budget year that shows how policy proposals, as
distinct from existing policies, affect revenues?
a. Yes, extensive information on the impact of policy proposals on revenues is presented,
including both a narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting the impact of key policy proposals on revenues,
but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on the impact of policy proposals on revenues is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Economic and Financial Report
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTL

Comment:
No budgetary information for the same fiscal year.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Government Comment:
"B." The Economic and Financial Report for BY 2011 provides information on the impact of public policies on revenues, for example, the impact of continued tariff
reform on customs revenues (page 200).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"A." It is true that the economic and financial report for the fiscal year 2011 presents detailed information on the impact of public policies on revenues. (Page 200)

Estimates for Years Prior to the Budget Year
Guidelines for Questions 18-21:
Prior-year information, in formats comparable to those in the upcoming budget year (BY), constitutes an important
benchmark for assessing the proposals for the upcoming budget year. Questions 18-21 parallel questions 1-4 but look at
the presentation of expenditure data for the year prior to the budget year (questions 1-4 look at BY only).
18. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation present
expenditures for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1) that are classified by
administrative unit (that is, by ministry, department, or agency)?
a. All expenditures are classified by administrative unit for BY-1.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Expenditures are classified by administrative unit for BY-1, but some small units are not
shown separately.
c. Expenditures are classified by administrative unit for BY-1, but a significant number of units
are not shown separately.
d. No expenditures classified by administrative unit are presented for BY-1.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Comment:
No document presents expenditures classified by administrative unit for the previous year BY-1.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"B." Annex N° 8 of the report on public entities and corporations (EEP) presents investments by establishment for the years 2009 and 2010. It should be noted that
said investments represented 64 percent of overall public investment (page 120).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4602

Researcher Response:
"D." I maintain my answer. The PLF 2011 only presents investment from previous years, but not all expenditures.

IBP Comment:

19. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present expenditures for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1) that are classified
by functional classification?
a. All expenditures are classified by functional classification for BY-1, and the categorization is
compatible with international standards.
b. All expenditures are classified by functional classification for BY-1, but the categorization is
not compatible with international standards.
c. Some, but not all, expenditures are classified by function for BY-1.
d. No expenditures classified by function are presented for BY-1.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

"D." IBP seconds the researcher’s analysis. It is necessary that all expenditures be presented.
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Citation:

Comment:
No document presents expenditures classified by functional code for the previous year BY-1.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

IBP Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Researcher Response:
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20. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present expenditures for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1) that are classified
by economic classification?
a. All expenditures are classified by economic classification for BY-1, and the categorization is
compatible with international standards.

a
b
c
d
e

b. All expenditures are classified by economic classification for BY-1, but the categorization is
not compatible with international standards.
c. Some, but not all, expenditures are classified by economic classification for BY-1.
d. No expenditures classified by economic classification are presented for BY-1.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Economic and Financial Report; ANNEXE 6; page 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Annex 6 of the economic and financial report presents a table of revenue and expenditures that goes from 2005 up to forecasts for 2011 with expenditures broken
down by main economic unit.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
The correct answer is "c." While economic activities are listed, it does not appear to be an exhaustive list. On page 234, only eight categories are used.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"B." Annex 6 of the economic and financial report presents a revenue/expenditure table that goes from 2005 up to forecasts for 2011.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

The economic classification used is less detailed than that in the GFS/SFP manual, but it is compatible with aggregated GFS categories.
An “a” answer could be considered.
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

21. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present expenditures for individual programs for the year preceding the budget year
(BY-1)?
a. Program-level expenditure data are presented for all expenditures for BY-1.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Program-level expenditure data are presented for at least two-thirds of, but not all,
expenditures for BY-1.
c. Program-level expenditure data are presented, but for less than two-thirds of expenditures
for BY-1.
d. No program-level expenditure data are presented for BY-1.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Note de Présentation de la Loi de Finances
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Expenditures for several individual programs relative to BY-1 are provided, but the methodology used to provide them makes it impossible to quantify the face value
of these programs.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
The correct answer should be "d." The presentation is so confusing and unsystematic that it does not count as being presented for BY-1.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Comment:
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Answer “d.”
The comment, "Expenditures for several individual programs relative to BY-1 are provided, but the methodology used to provide them makes it impossible to quantify
the face value of these programs,” is pertinent.
It reflects the fact that a quantified comparison of budget years has not been carried out, except in a narrative way for certain programs.

Government Comment:
"B." The Note to the Presentation of the Finance Act 2011 as well as the Economic and Financial Report and Report on Public Entities and Corporations present the
execution of expenditures for different public programs for the year 2010, as well as forecasts for 2011. In the Presentation Note for 2011: the Tangier Med II
program (page 173), the national pact for industrial development (page 212; in the Economic and Financial Report: the emergency plan (page 151-153)).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Researcher Response:
"D." I realized that the peer reviewers are right. The information presented is not enough to be considered a presentation by program.

IBP Comment:
"D." IBP agrees with the peer reviewers in the fact that there is no presentation of expenditures by program unit for BY-1.

Guidelines for Question 22:

22. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation,
how many months of data on actual expenditures are reflected in the expenditure
estimates of the year prior to the budget year (BY-1)?
a. All BY-1 estimates have been updated from the original enacted levels to reflect six or more
months of actual expenditure.
b. All BY-1 estimates have been updated from the original enacted levels but reflect less than
six months of actual expenditure.
c. Some BY-1 estimates have been updated from the original enacted levels to reflect actual
expenditure.
d. The BY-1 estimates have not been updated from the original enacted levels, or no BY-1
estimates are presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Questions 22-26 assess the amount of, level of detail, and accuracy of prior-year expenditure data. Typically, when the
budget proposal is submitted, the year prior to the upcoming budget year (BY) has not been completed, so the executive will
provide estimates of the anticipated outcome for BY-2. The soundness of these prior-year estimates is directly related to the
degree to which they have been updated to reflect actual expenditures to date and anticipated changes in macroeconomic,
caseload, and other relevant factors for the remainder of the year.
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Citation:
Annex Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
General budget expenditures are given for six years prior to BY and use actual figures for 2010 from the updated Finance Act .

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Estimated expenditures for the prior budget year (BY-1) take into consideration modifications of the budget up to the end of August of the year in question,
indeed, the Economic and Financial Report for the year 2011 presents general budget expenditures for six years prior to BY, as well as estimated expenses for 2010
updated (Annex N° 6, page 230): http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

IBP Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Researcher Response:
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Guidelines for Question 23:
The budget year proposals are based in large part on the prior years’ budgets and will affect decisions in future years’
budgets, so the Executive’s Budget Proposal should present a multi-year picture of revenues and expenditures. For an
appropriate time series of data, the OECD recommends at least two years prior to the budget year and two years beyond
the budget year, for a total of at least five years.
23. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation are
estimates of the aggregate level of expenditure presented for more than one year prior
to the budget year (that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

a
b
c

a. Yes, such prior-year estimates of aggregate expenditure are presented.
b. No, such prior-year estimates of aggregate expenditure are not presented.
c. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Annex Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
General budget expenditures are provided for the six months prior to BY.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Government Comment:
"A." The Economic and Financial Report for BY 2011 provides estimates of aggregate expenditures for six years prior to BY. Annex N° 6, page 230:
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 24:
While question 23 asks only about aggregate data, this question delves into the level of detail in which estimates are
presented. The more detail that is provided, the higher the answer for this question should be (for example, “a” can be
selected if all expenditures are classified according to at least one classification system).
24. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present more detail in addition to the aggregate level for expenditure estimates that
cover more than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2 and prior years)?
a. Yes, such prior-year expenditure estimates are presented for all individual programs, and
for one or more expenditure classification (such as functional, economic, or administrative).

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, such prior-year estimates are presented for one or more expenditure classification
(such as functional, economic, or administrative), but only for some individual programs.
c. Yes, such prior-year estimates are presented, but only for a portion of one or more of the
expenditure classifications (such as some functions, or some administrative units) and/or
for only some individual programs.
d. No, such prior-year estimates are presented for aggregate expenditure only, or they are not
presented at all.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Annex Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Previous years' expenditures are solely presented under an economic classification.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Reports on Autonomously Managed Public Administrations (SEGMA), Special Treasury Accounts (CST), and Public Corporations and Entities (EEP) for 2011
provide details (by SEGMA, by CST, by EEP and by type of intervention) of execution of expenditures for fiscal year 2009. Moreover, the Economic and Financial
Report (REF) breaks down expenditures for function and investment by economic classification. (See Annex 6, page 230 of the REF).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Researcher Response:
"C." I maintain my answer, there is information only for some programs.

IBP Comment:
"C." IBP agrees with the analysis of the researcher.

For planning purposes, budget data that represent actual revenues and expenditures are better than even the most
carefully derived estimates. Therefore, the answer to this question will be higher when the prior year for which actuals
are reported is closer to the budget year. In most cases, the most recent year for which budget data on actual revenues
expenditures are available will be BY-2, as BY-1 is generally not yet finished when the budget proposal is drafted. So
a government that has updated all its expenditure data for BY-2 with what was actually implemented, as opposed to
estimated data, shows very good public financial management practice (hence “a” would be the appropriate answer for
this question).

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Guidelines for Question 25:
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25. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation, what is
the most recent year presented for which all expenditures reflect actual outcomes?
a. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
b. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).

a
b
c
d
e

c. Before BY-3.
d. No actual data for all expenditures are presented in the budget or supporting budget
documentation.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Annex Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Expenditures reflect the real results for the nearest year, these are for BY-2.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True, yet it is difficult to really know if we are talking about actual outcomes. This would require a comparison between previous projets de lois and the data
contained in the rapport economique et financier for 2011, p. 230.

Government Comment:
"A." Expenditures reflect the real results for the nearest year, these are for BY-2 (2009) (le rapport économique et financier annexe N°6, p 230:
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601).

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 26:
Prior-year data should be classified and presented in formats that are comparable to the budget-year estimates to ensure
that year-to-year comparisons are meaningful. For instance, if the budget proposes shifting responsibility for a particular
program from one administrative unit to another — such as shifting responsibility for the training of nurses from the health
department to the education department — the prior-year figures must be adjusted to reflect this change before year-to-year
comparisons of administrative budgets can be made.
26. Are the expenditure estimates for the years prior to the budget year adjusted as
needed to be comparable with the budget-year estimates in terms of classification
and presentation?
a. Yes, prior-year data are always adjusted to be comparable to the budget year data.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, in most cases, prior-year data are adjusted to be comparable.
c. Yes, in some cases, prior-year data are adjusted to be comparable, but significant
deviations between prior-year and budget-year classifications exist.
d. No, prior-year data are not adjusted to be comparable, or no prior-year estimates are
presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Comment:
No indication would allow us to know if an adjustment of expenditure has been done.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Answer A.
Expenditures are presented according to economic classification that remains stable from one year to the other.

Government Comment:
"A." A sequential table is established each year to permit comparison of data for BY with prior years. (See Annex N° 1)

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"A." IBP agrees with the government that the way in which data is presented allows for comparisons.

Guidelines for Questions 27-32:

27. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
identify the different sources of tax revenue (such as income tax or VAT) for the year
preceding the budget year (BY-1)?
a. All tax revenues are identified individually for BY-1.
b. Tax revenues amounting to at least two-thirds of, but not all, tax revenue for BY-1 are
identified individually.
c. Tax revenues amounting to less than two-thirds of all tax revenues for BY-1 are identified
individually.
d. No tax revenues are identified individually for BY-1.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Questions 27-32 cover the same topics about prior-year information as the previous six questions, only they ask about
information provided for revenues rather than expenditures.
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Citation:
Annex of the Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Annex 6 of the Economic and Financial Report clearly identifies the different sources of tax revenue for BY-1.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Different sources of tax revenue are individually identified for the year (BY-1). The Economic and Financial Report that accompanies the 2011 Finance Act lists
tax revenues for 2010 (forecasts updated till end August) by type of tax (corporate tax, income tax, VAT, etc.). Annex N°6, page 230.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

IBP Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Researcher Response:
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28. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
identify the different sources of non-tax revenue (such as grants, property income, and
sales of goods and services) for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?
a. All non-tax revenues are identified individually for BY-1.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Non-tax revenues amounting to at least two-thirds of, but not all, non-tax revenue for BY-1
are identified individually.
c. Non-tax revenues amounting to less than two-thirds of all non-tax revenues for BY-1 are
identified individually.
d. No non-tax revenues are identified individually for BY-1.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Annex of Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Annex 6 of Economic and Financial Report identifies the different sources of nonfiscal revenues for BY-1.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Government Comment:
"A." Non-fiscal sources of revenue are individually identified for the year (BY-1). The Economic and Financial Report that accompanies the 2011 Finance Act lists
non-tax revenues for the year 2010 (forecasts updated through end-August), by type of revenue (from monopolies and State exploitations, assets, privatization,
others). See Annex N°6, page 230: http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

29. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation, how
many months of data on actual revenues are reflected in the revenue estimates of the
year prior to the budget year (BY-1)?
a. All BY-1 estimates have been updated from the original estimates to reflect six or more
months of actual revenue collections.

a
b
c
d
e

b. All BY-1 estimates have been updated from the original estimates but reflect less than six
months of actual revenue collections.
c. Some BY-1 estimates have not been updated from the original estimates to reflect actual
revenue collections.
d. The BY-1 estimates have not been updated from the original estimates, or no BY-1
estimates are presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
Annex 6 of Rapport Economique et Financier presents updated data on revenues for BY-1.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True. Yet, as there is no comparison with previous estimates available, my reservation is the same as that to Q21 and Q25. In this case, I rather suggest that the
correct answer is "e."

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Annex of Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The Economic and Financial Report for BY 2011 provides all estimates for 2010 in real terms and is updated from amounts originally enacted (See Annex 6,
page 230). http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

30. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation are
estimates of the aggregate level of revenues presented for more than one year prior to
the budget year (that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

a
b
c

a. Yes, such prior-year estimates of aggregate revenue are presented.
b. No, such prior-year estimates of aggregate revenue are not presented.

Citation:
Annex of Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Since 2005 expenditures are presented for multiple years previous to BY.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

c.Not applicable/other (please comment).
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Resource (sic) estimates and estimated budgeted expenditures for the fiscal year (BY-2) and prior years are covered in aggregate form as well as in detail in the
Economic and Financial Report (See Annex N° 6, page 230).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Researcher Response:

31. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation is more
detail in addition to the aggregate level presented for revenue estimates for more
than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2 and prior years)?
a. Yes, such prior-year revenue estimates are presented for individual sources of revenue, and
by revenue classification (such as tax and non-tax).
b. Yes, such prior-year estimates are presented by revenue classification (such as tax and nontax), but only for some individual sources of revenue.
c. Yes, such prior-year estimates are presented, but only for some individual sources of
revenue.
d. No, such prior-year estimates are presented for aggregate revenue only, or they are not
presented at all.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

IBP Comment:
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Citation:
Annex of Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
The Economic and Financial Report presents the different categories of revenues such as VAT, corporate tax, income tax, non-tax revenue, etc. Figures are given
for every year since BY 2005.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Reports on the SEGMA, the CST and the EEP for 2011 provide details (by SEGMA, by CST, by EEP and by type of intervention) of execution of expenditures for
fiscal year 2009. Moreover, the Economic and Financial Report (REF) breaks down by line item, estimated tax and non-tax revenues for the year in question. (See
Annex 6, page 230 of the REF).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

IBP Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Researcher Response:
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32. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation, what is
the most recent year presented for which all revenues reflect actual outcomes?
a. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
b. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).

a
b
c
d
e

c. Before BY-3.
d. No actual data for all revenues are presented in the budget or supporting budget
documentation.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Annex of Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
The most recent real data concerning revenues are the ones for BY-2.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True, yet as before, it is unclear if these are estimates taken over from previous reports, or actually adjusted and updated data (see comment on Q25).

Government Comment:
"A." The Economic and Financial Report and its annexes present actual revenues at least for BY-2 (2009) (See Annex N°6, page 230).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Questions 33 and 34:
Questions 33 and 34 ask about prior-year information provided for debt, rather than expenditures or revenues.
33. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information related to the government debt for the year preceding the
budget year?
a. Yes, extensive information is presented on the level and composition of government debt
for the year preceding the budget year.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information on the level of debt is presented, but some important details about the
composition of the debt are excluded.
c. Yes, but only information on the level of debt is presented.
d. No, information related to the government debt for BY-1 is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Comment:
No information is provided on the level of debt for BY-1.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Data on the debt for purposes of the budget exercise (n-1) are not released with documents supplementary to the Finance Act for the budget year (n-1) because
the Budget Proposal is released around 20 October of the year (n-1), a date on which the data for the debt for the whole year (n-1) are not yet available.
Consequently, only data available at the end of the third quarter of the year (n-1) are released, along with information on the debt over the last ten years. (See report
on the public debt for the year 2010.) http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=5358

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." IBP seconds the researcher on his comment. The report on public debt is not part of the “projet de loi de finances.”

34. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation, what is
the most recent year presented for which the debt figures reflect actual outcomes?
a. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
b. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).

a
b
c
d
e

d. No actual data for government debt are presented in the budget or supporting budget
documentation.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Annex of Economic and Financial Report N°6, p 230
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

c. Before BY-3.
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Comment:
The Rapport Economique et Financier presents information on the level of debt for BY-2.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The Economic and Financial Report provides data on the debt for the year BY-2 (2009) (See page 234) : http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?
iddoc=4601

Researcher Response:

Additional Information Needed for a Comprehensive Executive’s
Budget Proposal
Guidelines for Question 35:
In most countries, governments administer funds outside the annual budgets, often referred to as extra-budgetary funds.
For example, some countries have large pension or social security programs set up as extra-budgetary funds, where the
revenues collected and the benefits paid are recorded in a separate fund outside the budget. Extra-budgetary funds can
range in size and scope, but information related to them must be made available for a comprehensive understanding of
the government’s true fiscal position. Another example of the use of extra-budgetary funds is found in countries dependent
on hydrocarbon/mineral resources, where revenues from producing and selling those resources are channeled through
systems outside the annual budget. In some cases, the separation engendered by an extra-budgetary fund serves a

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

IBP Comment:
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legitimate political purpose, and the finances and activities of these funds are well documented. In other cases, however,
this structure is used for obfuscation, and little or nothing is known about a fund’s finances and activities.
35. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on extra-budgetary funds for at least the budget year?
a. Yes, extensive information on extra-budgetary funds is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key extra-budgetary funds, but some details are
excluded.
c.Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d.No, information on extra-budgetary funds is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
CORPS DU PROJET DE LA LOI DE FINANCES
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512
RAPPORT SUR LES COMPTES SPECIAUX DU TRESOR
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4522
RAPPORT SUR LES SEGMA
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4514

Comment:
The Budget Proposal presents revenues and expenditures for special Treasury accounts and the SEGMA (Autonomously Managed State Services).

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Answer “C.”
The Finance Act enacted by the legislature covers central services and those external to the ministries, budget annexes, SEGMAs and the CSTs, but does not
recapitulate social security operations.

Government Comment:
"A." There are no extra-budgetary funds. All expenditures are either programmed in the general Executive Budget or in the budgets of the EEPs.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"C." IBP agrees with Peer Reviewer Two's comments. The government does not present information on the Moroccan National Social Security Fund in the
Executive's Budget Proposal.

Guidelines for Question 36:
In many cases, the central government supports the provision of a good or service by a lower level of government
through an intergovernmental transfer of funds. This is necessary because, independent from the level of administrative
decentralization that exists in a given country, the capacity for revenue collection of a local government is unlikely to be
sufficient to pay for all its expenses. However, because the activity is not being undertaken by an administrative unit of
the central government, it is unlikely to receive the same level of review in the budget. Thus it is important to include in the
budget proposal a statement that explicitly indicates the amount and purposes of these transfers.
36. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on intergovernmental transfers for at least the budget year?
a. Yes, extensive information on intergovernmental transfers is presented, including both a
narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key intergovernmental transfers, but some
details are excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on intergovernmental transfers is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

CORPS DU PROJET DE LA LOI DE FINANCES , PAGE 7
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512
RAPPORT ECONOMIQUE ET FINANCIER
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
In the section relative to special Treasury account expenditures, the Budget Proposal shows the share of local communities in VAT revenues and the transfers to the
regions for BY.
The Economic and Financial Report analyzes the evolution of transfers to local community budgets up to BY-2.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True. The citation is not correct though. The amount allocated is listed on page 24, not page 7, of the corps du projet de loi de finances. The page numbering in this
document is a little bit confusing.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Answer “c” could be more appropriate.
Data provided in the Budget Proposal cited above consist of two figures: (1) the amount transferred to the Development Funds of local communities and their
associations (2) local communities’ share of revenues from VAT.
The Economic and Financial Report for 2011 cited above presents a historic analysis of the transfers from the central administration for the period 2002-2009.
Nevertheless, the report is scanty on the year 2010 and forecasts for 2011.

Government Comment:
"A." The Executive Budget presents the transfers from special treasury accounts to local communities: ‘Local communities’ share of VAT revenues,’ ‘Special funds
from tax revenue’ (see Table G of the Note to the Presentation of the Budget Proposal (PLF) 2011 page 70 and pages 10-15 of the report on special Treasury
accounts). Moreover, the Economic and Financial Report analyzes the evolution of transfers to local community budgets until BY-2, for example, page 177-178:
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL"

Researcher Response:
"D." Neither the “Report on Special Treasury Accounts” nor the "Economic and Financial Report” contain forecasts of the amount of transfers to local communities for
2007, 2008, and 2009.

37. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on transfers to public corporations for at least the budget year?
a. Yes, extensive information on transfers to public corporations is presented, including both a
narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.
b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key transfers to public corporations, but some
details are excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on transfers to public corporations is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

IBP Comment:

62

Citation:
Rapport sur le Secteur des Etablissements Publics, annexes 5 et 6, page 115 et suivantes
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4602

Comment:
The EEP report analyzes the evolution of transfers to these entities between BY-3 and BY-1.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A."
1. The EEP Annual Report provides detailed information by type and by corporation on the subsidies allocated to public corporations - Annexes 5, 6, 7 of the 2011
report present detailed data, actual for 2008 and 2009, updated forecasts for 2010 - subsidies allocated to the EP are classified by their ultimate destination (i.e.,
equipment, operations or restructuring) - the report on the EP sector is attached to the Budget Proposal and is available in its entirety on the website of the Ministry
(http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4602-), besides budgeted subsidies, the Report presents other State financial support to the EPs (see page
27 of the report that accompanies the Budget Proposal 2011. 2. Each ministerial budget, presented to and approved by the legislature, details the subsidies allocated
to each EP.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 38:
The term “quasi-fiscal activities” refers to a broad range of activities that are fiscal in character and should be carried out
through the regular budget process but are not. For example, a quasi-fiscal activity could be a requirement that, instead
of providing a direct subsidy through the appropriation process, a public financial institution provides an indirect subsidy
through loans at below-market rates for particular activities, or that an enterprise provide goods or services at prices below

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

"D." It is true that quite a lot of information is provided for prior budget years, but these documents do not present any information on BY 2011.
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commercial rates to certain individuals or groups. If not clearly included in the government’s financial reports, quasi-fiscal
activities are a particular type of extra-budgetary transaction.
The above is an example of a policy choice made and approved by the government and legislature. However, quasifiscal activities can also involve activities that violate or circumvent a country’s budget process laws or are not subject
to the regular legislative approval process for expenditures. For example, the executive may issue an informal order to a
government entity, such as public commercial enterprise, to provide the executive with goods and services whose funding
had not been authorized by the legislature.
Both types of quasi-fiscal activities described above should be disclosed to the public, and their financial significance
should be subject to public scrutiny because they can have a significant impact on government expenditure and revenue.
The International Monetary Fund calls for the inclusion in budget documents of Statements on Quasi-Fiscal Activities that
“include sufficient information to enable at least some assessment of the potential fiscal significance of each quasi-fiscal
activity, and where possible, major quasi-fiscal activities should be quantified.” This standard should be met to answer “a”
for this question.
38. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on quasi-fiscal activities for at least the budget year?
a. Yes, extensive information on quasi-fiscal activities is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and, where possible, quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key quasi-fiscal activities, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on quasi-fiscal activities is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

No information on quasi-fiscal activities.
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The CST report provides a detailed narrative and quantitative presentation of quasi-fiscal taxes on certain priority sectors, like the special tax on cement (page
26), consumption tax on petroleum products (page 45), and on insurance contracts, (page 91).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4522

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
IBP confirms the researcher’s answer. The PLF does not contain this information.

Guidelines for Question 39:
Financial assets should be classified by major type, reflecting their nature, and historical information on defaults for each
type of asset should be included in budget documents.

a. Yes, extensive information on financial assets is presented, including a listing of the
assets, a discussion of their purpose, and an estimate of their market value.
b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key information, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on financial assets is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Annex of the Economic and Financial Report N 5, page 227
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050054&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

a
b
c
d
e
Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

39. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on financial assets held by the government?
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Comment:
Certain information on fiscal assets held by the government is presented in the Economic and Financial Report, specifically on currency holdings and only from 2005
to 2009.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"C." The Economic and Financial Report presents certain information on fiscal assets held by the government, specifically on currency holdings from 2005 to 2009.
Annex N°5 p. 227.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4601

Researcher Response:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

IBP Comment:

66

Guidelines for Question 40:
The valuation of public nonfinancial assets is problematic, especially in countries that do not practice accrual accounting.
In these cases it is considered acceptable to provide summary information in budget documents from a country’s register
of assets. An “a” response can be selected if substantial information on the assets themselves from the financial register is
provided in the budget documents, although the value of nonfinancial assets is not provided.
40. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on nonfinancial assets held by the government?
a. Yes, extensive information on nonfinancial assets is presented, including a listing of the
assets and, where possible, an estimate of their market value.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key information, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No information on nonfinancial assets is presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
No document presents information on the nonfinancial assets held by the government.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

True
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Government Comment:
"E." Not applicable to Morocco.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
IBP agrees with the researcher. The Moroccan Government has nonfinancial assets, the question is therefore valid.

Guidelines for Question 41:
Expenditure arrears arise when government has entered into a commitment to spend funds but has not made the payment
when it is due. Though equivalent to borrowing, this liability is often not recorded in the budget, making it difficult to assess
fully a government’s financial position. Moreover, the obligation to repay this debt affects the government’s ability to afford
other activities. This is why a discussion and estimate of arrears are important.
If expenditure arrears do not represent a significant problem in your country, please mark “e”: however, please exercise
caution in answering this question. Public expenditure management laws and regulations often will allow for reasonable
delays, perhaps 30 or 60 days, in the routine payment of invoices due. Expenditure arrears impacting a small percentage
of expenditure due to contractual disputes should not be considered a significant problem for the purpose of answering
this question.

a. Yes, extensive information on expenditure arrears is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.
b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key expenditure arrears, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on expenditure arrears is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

a
b
c
d
e
Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

41. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on expenditure arrears for at least the budget year?
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Comment:
No information on expenditure arrears.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Answer “e”
Answer “e” would be more pertinent, expenditure arrears being less than 2 percent of total expenditures (cf PEFA evaluation, May 2009):
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/2009/05/11479439/morocco-public-financial-management-performance-report-pefa-assessment-public-financial-manage
ment-systems-procedures-institutions#Top)

Government Comment:
"B." The Presentation Note to the 2011 Budget Proposal provides information on arrears of the State under the heading of expenditures to compensate and finance
State (employer) contributions to the Moroccan State Pension Fund. (pages 109 and 265).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4607

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 42:
Contingent liabilities are recognized under a cash accounting method only when the contingent event occurs and the
payment is made. An example of such liabilities is the case of loans guaranteed by the central government, which can
include loans to state-owned banks and other state-owned commercial enterprises, subnational governments, and private
enterprises. Under such guarantees, government will only make a payment if the borrower defaults. Thus a key issue for
making quantitative estimates of these liabilities is assessing the likelihood of the contingency occurring.
In the budget, according to the OECD, “[w]here feasible, the total amount of contingent liabilities should be disclosed and
classified by major category reflecting their nature; historical information on defaults for each category should be disclosed
where available. In cases where contingent liabilities cannot be quantified, they should be listed and described.” Meeting
or exceeding these criteria will support an “a” response to this question.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

"C." The government has published some basic information, such as: what budgetary line is used and what the credit will be. This being said, the information is
minimal. The answer is "C."
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42. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on contingent liabilities (such as government loan guarantees)?
a. Yes, extensive information on contingent liabilities is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key contingent liabilities, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on contingent liabilities is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
No information on contingent liabilities.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Government Comment:
"A." 2010 Public Debt Report presents detailed information on loan guarantees (pages 56, 58 and 87 of said report).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=5358

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:
The information provided by the government is correct, but the report is not part of the Budget Proposal. So, answer “d” is right.

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 43:
Future liabilities are the result of government commitments that, unlike contingent liabilities, are virtually certain to occur
at some future point, thus incurring an expenditure. A typical example consists of government obligations to pay pension
benefits or cover health care costs of future retirees. Under a cash accounting system, only current payments associated
with such obligations are recognized in the budget. To capture the future impact on the budget of these liabilities, a
separate statement is required.
43.Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on future liabilities, such as civil service pensions?
a. Yes, extensive information on future liabilities is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key future liabilities, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on future liabilities is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Comment:
The documents present data for future liabilities.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The presentation note for 2011 and the report on EEPs provide a great deal of information on future liabilities in narrative and quantified form (shared
expenditures, page 265 of the Presentation Note and the Social Security system, page 68-69 of the report on the EEP sector).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." The information disclosed is information on the expenses associated with future liabilities for BY itself. The PLF 2011 is missing an analysis of liabilities in the
long run.

Donor assistance is considered non-tax revenue, and the sources of this assistance should be explicitly identified. In terms
of in-kind assistance, the concern is primarily with the provision of goods (particularly those for which there is a market that
would allow goods received as in-kind aid to be sold, thereby converting them into cash) rather than with in-kind aid like
advisors from a donor country providing technical assistance.
44. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
provide details on the sources of donor assistance, both financial and in-kind?
a. All sources of donor assistance are identified individually.
b. At least two-thirds of, but not all, sources of donor assistance are identified individually.
c. Less than two-thirds of sources of donor assistance are identified individually.
d. No sources of donor assistance are identified individually.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Guidelines for Question 44:
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Citation:

Comment:
The sources of donors are not individually identified.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A.” The Report on the Public Debt for 2010 provides sources of donations in detail (pages 59-64), http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=5358

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 45:
Tax expenditures arise as a result of exceptions or other tax preferences for specified entities, individuals, or activities in
the tax code. Tax expenditures often have the same impact on public policy, and budgets, as providing direct subsidies,
benefits, or goods and services. For example, encouraging a company to engage in more research through a special tax
break is technically different from subsidizing it directly through the expenditure side of the budget, but it still constitutes a

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Information provided by the government is correct but the report is not part of the Budget Proposal. Answer “D” is, therefore, correct.
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cost in terms of foregone revenues. However, expenditure items that require annual authorization are likely to receive more
scrutiny than tax breaks that are a permanent feature of the tax code.
For an “a” response, a tax expenditure statement should be provided that details the amount, purpose, duration, and
beneficiaries of each tax preference.
Note that this question covers not only the disclosure of new tax expenditures proposed for the budget year but also the
disclosure of all of the tax expenditures contained in existing tax law. Therefore, an “a” response would indicate that there
is a complete discussion in the budget documents of all tax expenditures (not just new proposals) affecting revenues.
45. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on tax expenditures for at least the budget year?
a. Yes, extensive information on tax expenditures is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key tax expenditures, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on tax expenditures is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Report on Fiscal Expenditures
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4520

Comment:
The Report on Tax Expenditures presents a detailed analysis of such expenditures, but only for BY-1 and BY-2. It provides no estimates for BY 2011.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
As noted above, the report on tax expenditures does not present data for BY. Quantified estimates concern the two years prior to BY. Still, Morocco is one of the few
developing countries to present a detailed report on tax expenditures and to estimate their amounts.
While formally justifiable, a “d” answer does not accurately reflect Morocco’s state of advancement in this area.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

True
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Government Comment:
"A." A report on tax expenditures is attached to the Budget Proposal and has been prepared since fiscal year 2006. It is available on the site of the Ministry of
Economy and Finance: http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4520

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." IBP agrees with the researcher’s comment.

Guidelines for Question 46:
Earmarked revenues are revenues that may only be used for a specific purpose, e.g., revenues from a tax on cigarettes that
can only be used for anti-smoking programs. This information is important in determining which revenues are available to
fund the government’s general expenses, and which revenues are reserved for particular purposes. Response “e” can be
selected only if revenue is not earmarked or the practice is disallowed by law or regulation.
46. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
identify all earmarked revenues?
a. All earmarked revenues are identified individually.
b. At least two-thirds of, but not all, earmarked revenues are identified individually.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Less than two-thirds of earmarked revenues are identified individually.
d. No earmarked revenues are identified individually.

Citation:
Corps du Projet de Loi de Finances (Article 50) – Titre I : Répartition, by ministerial department or institution and by chapter of funds available for operating
expenditures of the general budget for BY 2011.

Comment:
CST and SEGMA revenues may be considered to be earmarked.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
The correct answer should be "d." The citation provided by the researcher does not lead to a source that can be used to verify the existence of earmarked revenues.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"B." CST and SEGMA revenues may be considered to be earmarked. For example: revenues from the heavy transport vehicle tax, the domestic portion of the
petroleum product consumption tax, and the supplementary tax on registration that goes to the special highway construction fund, the tax on cement allocated to the
Housing Solidarity fund, the legal tax allocated to the Special Fund for support to legal jurisdiction and penitentiary establishments ...

Researcher Response:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

IBP Comment:
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Guidelines for Question 47:
The answer to this question should be based on the assumption that the question refers to all secret expenditure that
may impact the budget. The question is not intended to refer exclusively to military or intelligence-related expenditure.
These two categories have only been cited in the question as examples because they are generally considered the only
two categories of expenditure in which information on a very limited number of items may be legitimately withheld from the
public. Details for the majority of military expenditure should be disclosed to the public, and all details relating to military
expenditure should be disclosed to appropriate legislators and the supreme audit institution.
Response “d” applies if the information provided in the budget proposal does not allow one to calculate the percentage of
the budget that is composed of secret expenditure. In this case, the Comment section should include a brief explanation of
why calculating this percentage is difficult.
47. What percentage of expenditure in the budget year is dedicated to spending on secret
items relating to, for instance, national security and military intelligence?
a. One percent or less of expenditure is dedicated to secret items.
b. Three percent or less, but more than one percent, of expenditure is dedicated to secret
items.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Eight percent or less, but more than three percent, of expenditure is dedicated to secret
items.
d. More than eight percent of expenditure is dedicated to secret items, or the percentage is
not available to the public.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

No information on secret expenditures.
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Government Comment:
"A." All public expenditures are authorized by the legislature and executed according to budget procedure in place. Data relative to budgets for national defense and
security services appear in the Finance Act and in supporting documentation.

Researcher Response:
"D." Even if defense and security services budgets appear in the Finance Act, secret expenditures within these budgets cannot be quantified. And, the existence of
special funds, called black funds, which do not appear in the budget, could be used for this type of expenditure.

IBP Comment:
D. IBP agrees with answer "d."

The Budget Narrative & Performance Monitoring
Guidelines for Questions 48 and 49:
The budget is the executive’s main policy document, the culmination of the executive’s planning and budgeting processes.
Therefore, it should include a clear description of the link between policy goals and the budget, i.e., an explicit explanation
of how the government’s policy goals are reflected in its budget choices, including both a narrative discussion and
quantitative estimates.

a. Yes, extensive information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated
policy goals, by administrative unit or functional category, is presented, including both a
narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.
b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting the link between major policy goals and the
budget, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals is
not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Note de Présentation de la Loi de Finances
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

48. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
explain how the proposed budget is linked to government’s stated policy goals, by
administrative unit or functional category, for the budget year?
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Comment:
The "Note de Présentation" of the “loi de finances” presents the priorities and objectives for the government, as well as the link between these and some
administrative units.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The Presentation Note to the Finance Act lists government priorities and provides a detailed description of public policies applicable to each sector in liaison with
the budget allocation that corresponds. Specifically, the Note presents the major budget choices and provides a status report on the main structural and sectoral
reforms foreseen or followed by the government in the course of the budget year concerned. These public policies appear in the supplementary documentation to the
Finance Act that reflect budgeted expenditures by administrative unit (ministries and departments) and by program and project. In the Presentation Note to the
Finance Act 2011, strategic objectives of the “administrative units” (ministerial departments) are developed in liaison with the budget allocations that correspond.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4607"

Researcher Response:
"D." Information is presented, but the analysis of the impact of the budget on every policy is not conducted.

IBP Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

"D." IBP agrees with the peer reviewer’s comments.
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49. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
explain how the proposed budget is linked to government’s stated policy goals for a
multi-year period (for at least two years beyond the budget year)?
a. Yes, extensive information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated
policy goals over a multi-year period is presented, including both a narrative discussion and
quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting the major policy goals, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals
over a multi-year period is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Note de Présentation de la Loi de Finances
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
Examples:
page 82, I. Continuation of the Royal Initiative « 1 million Schoolbags » with the distribution of 4 089 572 schoolbags (of which, 3 672 368 go to primary school pupils
and 2 082 475 to pupils in the countryside), for an increase of 8,23 percent compared with 2009-2010 et 221 percent compared with 2008-2009; page 119, these
projects are distributed by program, as follows :
to fight social exclusion in urban environments : 4.024 projects to benefit 1.609.600 people: 3,860 MMDH;
to fight rural poverty : 6.836 projects to benefit 1.709.000 people: an investment of 2,561 MMDH ;
to fight precariousness : 2.136 project to benefit 534.000 people: financing worth 2,688 MMDH ;
Comment:
Transverse
Program : 9.038 projects to benefit 1.536.460 people for a total of 3,890 MMDH.
Information in the Presentation Note to the Finance Act provides the link between government objectives and the budget over a multi-annual period, but this
information is not complete, other than for some specific programs.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True. I would tend to give the detail some credit and would have given a correct answer of "b." Yet, this is difficult to fully justify without comparison.

Government Comment:
"A." 1. The general public policy declaration of the government stresses multi-annual strategies marking public policy choices to implement during its mandate.
http://www.mem.gov.ma/Documentation/texte_integrale_declaration_gouv_el_fassi_1_.pdf.
The Presentation Note to the Finance Act lists public policy by sector forecast or followed by the government over a multi-annual period. (Digital Morocco 2013
(pages 58,219,220), Export Morocco (pages: 62,221,222), Vision 2020 for tourism (pages 64,231,234), Vision 2015 for handicrafts (pages 66,67), National Initiative
for Human Development (INDH) (pages 81,82), emergency program 2009-2012 for education (pages 117,118,119), professional training strategy (pages
133,134,135,136) etc.) http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4607

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:
C. I maintain my position, there is no systematic presentation of an analysis between the policy targets and the multi-annual budget.

IBP Comment:
C. IBP agrees with answer "c."

Guidelines for Questions 50 and 51:
Questions 50-55 examine nonfinancial data and performance indicators associated with budget proposals. Questions 50
and 51 ask whether for each program, nonfinancial data is provided and linked with expenditure information. For instance,
in education, nonfinancial data could include the number of schools, teachers, and students; and for a social security
program, the data could reflect the number of beneficiaries. Basically, the budget should disclose not only the amount of
money that is being expended on a program but also other information needed to analyze it.
50. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present nonfinancial data, such as the number of beneficiaries, for expenditure
programs?
a. Nonfinancial data are presented for all programs.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Nonfinancial data are presented for programs representing at least two-thirds of, but not
all, expenditures.
c. Nonfinancial data are presented for programs representing less than two-thirds of
expenditure.
d. No nonfinancial data are presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Note de Présentation of the Loi de Finances
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
The Presentation Note lists the beneficiaries of several government programs, specifically, beneficiaries of the INDH, pupils benefiting from the distribution of
schoolbags.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
A.
1. In the text that accompanies the numeric indicators in the 2011 Budget Proposal, nonfinancial indicators of beneficiaries of expenditures are provided by
ministerial department (Example: the number of pupils who reach secondary school; the number of cancer patients treated, etc.) (See Annex N° 2)
2. The Presentation Note to the 2011 Finance Act provides nonfinancial indicators (the number of beneficiaries of literacy programs, page 75; the number of families
that should benefit from social housing programs, page 85; the Royal Initiative “1 million schoolbags” with the distribution of 4 089 572 schoolbags (of which, 3 672
368 go to primary school pupils and 2 082 475 to pupils in the countryside), page 119).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4607 3.
The annual report on EEP sector presents nonfinancial indicators, specifically in socio-education sectors for the benefit of the rural population (Rural electrification
pages 40, 41), conveyance of potable water (pages 41, 42), professional training (pages 65, 66…).
Researcher Response:
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4602
"C." Since the texts were not public when the 2011 Budget Proposal was presented, we could not use these documents to answer this questionnaire. Nonfinancial
information included in the Presentation Note and in the annual report on the EEP sector is rather ad hoc, that is to say, very limited, except for the programs cited
above. Information on most programs is missing. I stand by my answer.

IBP Comment:

51. Are the nonfinancial data presented useful for assessing how an expenditure program
is performing?
a. The nonfinancial data are very useful for assessing program performance.
b. The nonfinancial data are mostly useful for assessing program performance.
c. The nonfinancial data are somewhat useful for assessing program performance.
d. No nonfinancial data are provided or they are not useful for assessing program
performance.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

"C." IBP agrees with the analysis of the peer reviewer.
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Citation:
Note de Présentation
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Nonfinancial data could contribute to the performance evaluation of programs.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True. Yet, quantitative assessments of nonfinancial data should be analyzed very carefully.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Performance indicators (texts with quantified indicators that accompany the 2011 Budget Proposal) are attached to predefined objectives of different programs
and make it possible to evaluate said programs. (See annex N°2).

IBP Comment:
"C." IBP agrees that nonfinancial information in the Budget Proposal is limited. This information is not presented in a structured and organized way.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Researcher Response:
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Guidelines for Questions 52-54:
Questions 52-54 examine performance indicators, which are used to assess progress toward policy goals. (See also
Guidelines for Question 50.) In order to assess the success of a given policy, expenditure data are not sufficient: all the
allocated money might have been spent according to plan, but has it delivered the results that the policy was aiming to
achieve? In order to measure this, performance indicators can be useful because they set the targets that a certain policy
(with which a budgetary expenditure is associated) is expected to meet.
52. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
contain performance indicators for expenditure programs?
a. Performance indicators are presented for all programs.
b. Performance indicators are presented for programs representing at least two-thirds of, but
not all, expenditures.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Performance indicators are presented for programs representing less than two-thirds of
expenditures.
d. No performance indicators are presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
No document presents performance indicators for the expenditure programs.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Budget brochures (“texts”) attached to the Budget Proposal present performance indicators, but the distribution of these summaries is so limited that the score of “d”
would be justified.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

True.
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Government Comment:
"A." Text with quantified performance indicators attached to predefined objectives for different programs accompanies the Budget Proposal released to the
legislature. The Presentation Note provides quantified performance indicators tied to the objectives of different programs: for example, in the area of professional
training, the number of private professional training establishments went from 1,900 in 2010 to 2,000 in 2011. Accredited establishments went from 350 in 2010 to
400 in 2011; the number of apprentices amounted to 31,948 in 2009-2010 (pages 133, 134; for motorways and roads concerned with government projects to extend
road infrastructure – for example, considerably improved conditions of comfort and security along the road that links Tangier and Saidia, over 510 km, and reduces
the time of the journey by 11 to seven hours. (page 171)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4607
Moreover, the annual report on EEPs contains economic, financial, and technical indicators on public corporations’ principal projects.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4602

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D."
(1) Since these texts were not public when the 2011 Budget Proposal was presented, we could not use these documents to answer this questionnaire.
(2) The Presentation Note presents some indicators in the narrative, but these are more program indicators than indicators of performance.

53. Are the performance indicators sufficiently well designed, such that one can assess
whether there has been progress toward meeting policy goals?
a. All performance indicators are well designed.
b. Most performance indicators are well designed.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Some performance indicators are well designed, but most are not.
d. No programs have performance indicators, or they are not well designed.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Comment:
No performance indicators.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Answer "c"
Indicators that appear in budget summaries (brochures texts) are, in general, not very useful to an analysis of public policies and are too numerous.

Government Comment:
"B." Quantified indicators are attached to predefined objectives for different programs. In addition, audited performance reports prepared by the General Inspector of
Finance show that the departments have generally established quite stable and measurable indicators. The introduction of these indicators has allowed certain
departments to evaluate results obtained, and to proceed to comparing these results at different levels, as for example, is the case between Health and Commerce
and Industry (See page 13 of the summary Audit Report on performance for fiscal 2007-2008).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17814589&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&id=596&lang=Fr

Researcher Response:
"D." The government speaks of performance audits that take place after a project has been executed and that are prepared independently of the Budget Proposal,
while we refer to indicators presented with the proposed Finance Act.

54. Are performance indicators used in conjunction with performance targets presented
in the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation?
a. All performance indicators are used in conjunction with performance targets.
b. Most performance indicators are used in conjunction with performance targets.
c. Some performance indicators are used in conjunction with performance targets, but most
are not.
d. No performance indicators are used in conjunction with performance targets.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

IBP Comment:

86

Citation:

Comment:
No performance indicators.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
B. Quantified performance indicators are attached to predefined objectives for different programs that articulate government priorities outlined in the Presentation
Note to the Budget Proposal (see Annex N° 2).

IBP Comment:
"D." No, there is no such information in the “note de présentation” or any other budget document annexed to the Executive's Budget Proposal.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

Researcher Response:
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Guidelines for Question 55:
Does the budget highlight policies, both new and existing, that benefit the poorest segments of society? This question
is intended to assess only those programs that directly address the immediate needs of the poor, such as through cash
assistance or provision of housing, rather than indirectly, as through a stronger national defense. This information is of
particular interest to those seeking to bolster government’s commitment to anti-poverty efforts.
55. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget documentation
present information on policies (both proposals and existing commitments) that are
intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations in at least
the budget year?
a. Yes, extensive information on policies intended to alleviate poverty is presented, including
both a narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting the impact of key policies intended to alleviate
poverty, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information on policies intended to alleviate poverty is not presented.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Note de présentation, page 80 and following pages.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050078&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Policies aimed at fighting poverty are presented.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

True
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Government Comment:
"A." The Presentation Note to the 2011 Finance Act focuses on government priorities and provides a detailed description of public policies in favor of poor
populations (reinforced targeting of under-served populations and the fight against poverty, page 80 ff): http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4607

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"B." The government provides important information on programs for poor populations (page 73-95). In spite of the fact that the government provides quite a bit of
information, it does not provide much information on amounts budgeted for BY 2011 itself.

Section Two: The Executive’s Budget Proposal

II.2 Social solidarity development
II.2.1. Development of human resources
II.2.2. Improvement of living conditions of the people
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General Note for Section 3: The Open Budget Survey Questionnaire 2012 has been revised from the 2008 Questionnaire
to include additional questions, which required some reordering of existing questions. In order to allow for easy
comparisons with the completed 2008 Questionnaires, we have included the 2008 question number in parentheses after
the 2012 question number.

Executive’s Formulation of the Budget
Guidelines for Question 56:
Announcing the date of release of the budget with reasonable advanced notice, is a basic requirement of openness. More
advance warning enables legislatures and others monitoring the budget process to prepare for the budget debate. If — and
only if — a particular event, such as an election, delayed the most recent release of the budget beyond the usual release
time, those completing the questionnaire should use a more normal year as the basis for responding to this question.
56 (66). How far in advance of the release of the budget is the day of its release known?
a. The release date is set in permanent law.
b. The executive announces the release date at least two months in advance.

a
b
c
d
e

c. The executive announces the release date less than two months, but more than two weeks,
in advance.
d. The executive announces the release date two weeks or less before the release, or makes
no announcement.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Loi Organique 7-98 relative to Loi de Finances, article 33
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186
Art : 33 – The Budget Proposal is tabled at one of the two legislative chambers, latest, 70 days before the end of the current BY. It is accompanied by a report that
presents the broad outlines of economic and financial equilibrium, known results and the outlook for the future, as well as modifications concerning revenues and
expenditures. Documents that concern general budget expenditures, operations of special Treasury accounts (CSTs), autonomously managed State services
(SEGMAs), and public corporations and entities (CEEPs) are attached to this report.
It is immediately sent to a committee of the chamber in question for examination.

Comment:
The Organic Law establishes the deadlines for presentation of the Finance Act to the legislature.
Art. 33 – The Budget Proposal for the year is tabled in one of the two legislative chambers, latest, 70 days before the end of the current BY.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Three: The Budget Process

True.
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Government Comment:
"A." The timetable for the preparation and enactment of the Budget Proposal is known in advance and well spelled out in the organic law relative to the Finance Act
(Article 33 of the organic law relative to the Finance Act)
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Questions 57 and 58:
An internal timetable is particularly important for the executive’s management of the budget preparation process, in order
to ensure that the executive accounts for the views of the different departments and agencies in the proposed budget.
57 (67). Does the executive release to the public its timetable for formulating the
Executive’s Budget Proposal (that is, a document setting deadlines for
submissions from other government entities, such as line ministries or
subnational government, to the Ministry of Finance or whatever central
government agency is in charge of coordinating the budget’s formulation)?

a
b
c
d
e

a. Yes, a detailed timetable is released to the public.
b. Yes, a timetable is released, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, a timetable is released, but it lacks important details.
d. No, a timetable is not issued to the public.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Section Three: The Budget Process

Citation:
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Comment:
The government does not make public the calendar associated with the presentation of the budget.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Score "b"
The timetable (theoretical) for preparation of the budget is available at:
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page_pageid=53,17812837&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
The budget circular is available on the web site of the Ministry of Finance: http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4693

Government Comment:
"A." The Budget Proposal, the enacted Finance Act, as well as supporting documentation, is made public (freely accessible on the Internet) the same day that it is
released for approval to the legislature. The timetable for preparation and enactment of the Budget Proposal is known in advance, clearly spelled out in the organic
law relative to the Finance Act, and generally respected. This timetable is posted online on the website of the Ministry of Economy and Finance:
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812837&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17813570&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&Recherche=pr%C3%A9paration+de+la+loi+de+finances+2011.
Moreover, the Minister of Economy and Finance organizes a press conference when the Budget Proposal is released to the legislature, as well as when it is enacted.
For example, and in accord with this timetable, the Finance Act is published in the official bulletin no later than 31 December of BY-1. And, in addition, a context
letter (reflecting the orientation(s) of the budget, agreed to by consensus among the different components of the executive, is published in the form of a circular,
signed by the head of the executive and addressed to the different ministerial departments with a view to formulating their budget proposal to the Minister in charge
Researcher
of finance
who playsResponse:
a vital role in the coordination of the process of preparation, orientation, and follow-up of the Budget Proposal.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4693

IBP Comment:
"D." The published calendar is a generic calendar. It lacks important information such as exact dates.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812837&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Section Three: The Budget Process

The bulletin is an international document that does not present an exhaustive calendar to the public.
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58 (68). Does the executive adhere to its timetable for the preparation and release of the
budget?
a. The executive adheres to the dates in its timetable.
b. The executive adheres to most of the key dates in its timetable.

a
b
c
d
e

c. The executive has difficulty adhering to most of the dates in its timetable.
d. The executive does not adhere to the dates in its timetable, or it does not release to the
public its timetable.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
There is no calendar that is published.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
"A." The timetable for the preparation and enactment of the Budget Proposal is respected. The Finance Act is published in the Official Bulletin no later than 31
December of BY-1.
http://www.sgg.gov.ma/BO/bulletin/fr/2010/BO_5904-bis_Fr.pdf

Section Three: The Budget Process

Government Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 59:
Question 59 examines the executive’s practices for consulting with the legislature during the formulation of its budget
proposals. The consultations would likely involve discussions on both broad fiscal issues (such as the size of the deficit)
and policy priorities (such as allocations to the different sectors).
This question intends to capture the range of differing legislative views the executive seeks when formulating the proposed
budget, thus, for the purposes of answering this question, the consultations may be either public or private, and formal
or informal. The “a” response is appropriate only if the executive meets with members of minority parties as well as
with those from its own party. The “b” response is appropriate if the executive consults with a more select group of key
legislators, such as parliamentary leaders or committee chairs and ranking members; this group must include some
minority-party legislators. The “c” response would be appropriate if the executive meets informally with only selected
legislators of the executive’s own party.
59 (69). Does the executive hold consultations with members of the legislature as part of
its process of determining budget priorities?
a. Yes, the executive holds extensive consultations with a wide range of legislators.
b. Yes, the executive holds consultations with a range of legislators, but some key members
are excluded.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Yes, the executive holds very limited consultations, involving only a few members of the
legislature.
d. No, the executive does not typically consult with members of the legislature as part of the
budget preparation process.

Citation:
Articles 32 and 33 of organic law 7-98 relative to the Finance Act.
See the Budget Office manual, page 90, at http://www.un.org.ma/IMG/pdf/unifem_22_fr.pdf
The non-participation of the legislature in any prior consultation was confirmed to us by the former president of a group in the legislature that helped to answer this
questionnaire.

Section Three: The Budget Process

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
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Comment:
No consultation is performed.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
This has also been my experience.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The general policy declaration, which constitutes the executive’s action plan, is submitted, at the start of each legislative session, for debate and legislative vote
(Article 75 of the 1996 Constitution).
http://www.mem.gov.ma/Documentation/texte_integrale_declaration_gouv_el_fassi_1_.pdf.
In addition, the Minister of Economy and Finance spoke before a majority of the legislature on 17 September 2010 on the subject of preparation of the 2011 Budget
Proposal. (see annex N°3)

Researcher Response:

Guidelines for Question 60:
The Pre-Budget Statement reflects the culmination of the strategic planning phase of the budget process, in which the
executive broadly aligns its policy goals with the resources available under the budget’s fiscal framework. This process
establishes the parameters of the budget proposal before detailed program funding decisions are made. The statement
also creates appropriate expectations for the budget itself, which is particularly important when the budget submission
occurs close to the start of the fiscal year and the time for debate, therefore, is limited.
The OECD states that best practice in this area requires the executive to release its Pre-Budget Statement to the public
at least one month prior to submitting its budget proposal to the legislature. Good practice also requires the executive to
present the budget proposal to the legislature at least three months prior to the beginning of the fiscal year. This means

Section Three: The Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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that in order to receive an “a” answer on the Open Budget Survey, the Pre-Budget Statement must be released at least one
month prior to the release of the Executive’s Budget Proposal and ideally at least four months prior to the beginning of the
fiscal year.
60 (71). When does the executive release a Pre-Budget Statement to the public?
a. The executive releases a Pre-Budget Statement at least four months in advance of the start
of the budget year.
b. The executive releases a Pre-Budget Statement at least two months (but less than four
months) in advance of the start of the budget year.

a
b
c
d
e

c. The executive releases a Pre-Budget Statement, but it is released less than two months
before the start of the budget year.
d. The executive does not release a Pre-Budget Statement.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Article 32 and 33 of the Organic Law 7-98, related to the “loi de finances”
See manual of the budget office, page 90
http://www.un.org.ma/IMG/pdf/unifem_22_fr.pdf
Interview with a former president of a parliamentarian group.

Comment:
No Pre-Budget Statement is produced.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Government Comment:
"A." It should be noted that, prior to the release of the Budget Proposal by the executive, a letter of general orientation is put out by the Prime Minister (in August
2010, more than four months before the start of BY). This letter is widely circulated (notably via the Prime Minister’s website and that of the Ministry of Economy and
Finance: http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4693). This letter reiterates the objectives of the executive’s economic, budgetary, and social
policies, along with specific orientations that guide formulation of the Budget Proposal.
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." The letter of general orientation cannot be considered a Pre-Budget Statement.

Guidelines for Question 61:
In terms of content, the Pre-Budget Statement should include a statement of the executive’s economic and fiscal policy
plans for the forthcoming budget year plus those for at least the following two fiscal years. Such a multi-year framework
forms the basis upon which the budget numbers are defined in the Pre-Budget Statement. In terms of macroeconomic
parameters, a Pre-Budget Statement should present all key economic assumptions, such as the projected rate of GDP
growth, the rate of employment and unemployment, the current account, and the inflation and interest rates. It also should
highlight at least the aggregate levels of revenue, expenditure, deficit or surplus, and debt for the budget. When this
information is presented and extensive explanations are provided, an “a” answer can be selected.
61 (72). Does the Pre-Budget Statement describe the government’s macroeconomic
and fiscal framework?
a. Yes, an extensive explanation of the government’s fiscal and macroeconomic policy is
presented, including both a narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.
b. Yes, an explanation is presented that highlights key aspects of the fiscal and macroeconomic
framework, but some details are excluded.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Yes, some explanation is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, an explanation is not presented, or the executive does not release to the public a PreBudget Statement.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Comment:
There is no Pre-Budget Statement.

Section Three: The Budget Process
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"B." A letter of general orientation from the Prime Minister describes the macroeconomic and fiscal context of the government (Ministry of Economy and Finance
website: http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4693).

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Section Three: The Budget Process

"D." The letter of general orientation cannot be considered a Pre-Budget Statement.
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Guidelines for Question 62:
Although a Pre-Budget Statement is unlikely to include detailed programmatic proposals, it should include a discussion
of broad policy priorities, particularly on the expenditure side. The discussion could be organized by sector or by
administrative unit.
62 (73). Does the Pre-Budget Statement describe the government’s policies and priorities
that will guide the development of detailed estimates for the upcoming budget?
a. Yes, an extensive explanation of the government’s budget policies and priorities is
presented, including both a narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, an explanation is presented, highlighting key aspects of the government’s budget
policies and priorities, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some explanation is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, an explanation is not presented, or the executive does not release to the public a PreBudget Statement.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
There is no Pre-Budget Statement.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Government Comment:
"A." It should be noted that, prior to the release of the Budget Proposal by the executive, a letter of general orientation is put out by the Prime Minister (in August
2010, more than four months before the start of BY). This letter is widely circulated (notably via the Prime Minister’s website and that of the Ministry of Economy and
Finance: http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4693). This letter reiterates the objectives of the executive’s economic, budgetary, and social
policies, along with specific orientations that guide formulation of the Budget Proposal.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." The letter of general orientation cannot be considered a Pre-Budget Statement.

Budget Execution Phase
In-Year Reports
Guidelines for Question 63:
Questions 63-84 cover the contents and timeliness of reports issued during the year as the budget is being executed.
These reports, which the OECD maintains should be issued on a monthly basis, are referred to here as In-Year Reports.
They are intended to show the executive’s progress in implementing the budget. To ensure that administrative units
(ministries, departments, or agencies) are held accountable for their expenditure, these reports should show actual
expenditures by administrative unit. In some countries, individual administrative units issue the reports individually, while
in other countries the information is consolidated into one report, which is typically issued by the Treasury. Either individual
reports or one consolidated report is acceptable for responding to these questions.

Section Three: The Budget Process

In some countries, the central bank, rather than the executive, issues these reports based on the status of the
government’s bank accounts. In these cases, the central bank’s reports should be taken into account, as long as they
report on what has actually been spent, rather than on the monthly sums that have been transferred to administrative
units. If they report only on the amount transferred to administrative units, then the answer to these questions should be
“d.” In addition, if the central bank only reports on aggregate expenditures and revenues, then the appropriate response is
“d” (indicating that no report by administrative unit is released).
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63 (82). How often does the executive release to the public In-Year Reports on actual
expenditure (organized by administrative unit, economic classification, and/or
function)?
a. In-Year Reports on actual expenditure are released at least every month.

a
b
c
d
e

b. In-Year Reports on actual expenditure are released at least every quarter.
c. In-Year Reports on actual expenditure are released at least semi-annually.
d. In-Year Reports on actual expenditure are not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Monthly bulletin of financial statistics
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
The Ministry of Finance reports monthly on the execution of the Finance Act, analyzing expenditures according to economic classification.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

"A." Reports in the course of the year on actual expenditures are published every month. They provide information on the monthly evolution of public finances and
are published on the site of the Ministry of Economy and Finance:
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Section Three: The Budget Process

Government Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 64:
This question examines whether these In-Year Reports cover all expenditures. At issue is whether some expenditures are
not disclosed to the public. For instance, some administrative units may be unable to report actual expenditure in a timely
manner, in which case these monitoring reports would contain up-to-date information for only a portion of government
spending. In countries where individual administrative units issue separate In-Year Reports, these reports cumulatively
should report on at least 50 percent of all the government’s actual expenditure to date. This can be verified by aggregating
the actual expenditure of those administrative units that have released In-Year Reports and comparing this sum to the
aggregate appropriation specified for these units in the Enacted Budget. If the In-Year Reports report on less than 50
percent of the actual expenditures, they are considered to be not available to the public.
64 (83). What share of expenditure is covered by In-Year Reports on actual expenditure
(organized by administrative unit, economic classification, and/or function)?
a. In-Year Reports cover all expenditures.
b. In-Year Reports cover at least two-thirds, but not all, of expenditures.

a
b
c
d
e

c. In-Year Reports cover less than two-thirds of expenditures.
d. No In-Year Reports are released to the public.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
All expenses of the general budget and special funds are covered by the Treasury newsletters. Only expenditures for state services managed autonomously
(SEGMA) are not presented.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Monthly bulletin of financial statistics
Treasury charges and resources (2. Ordinary expenses)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Reports throughout the year cover all expenditures, Treasury charges and resources include all government expenditures (General Budget, CSTs, and
SEGMAs). SEGMA expenditures are folded into the expenditure total under the heading “goods and services and investment.”
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Researcher Response:

Section Three: The Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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Guidelines for Question 65:
Ideally, In-Year Reports should provide as much detail as possible on actual expenditures of all individual departments and
programs within an administrative unit so as to provide the information needed to thoroughly monitor whether the budget is
being implemented as intended in the Enacted Budget.
65 (84). What is the most detail provided in the In-Year Reports on actual expenditures
organized by administrative unit?
a. The In-Year Reports on actual expenditures organized by administrative unit contain
program-level detail.

a
b
c
d
e

b. The In-Year Reports on actual expenditures organized by administrative unit contain
departmental totals and some additional details (for instance, subdepartment totals or
major programs).
c. The In-Year Reports on actual expenditures organized by administrative unit contain only
departmental totals.
d. The In-Year Reports on actual expenditures organized by administrative unit are not
released to the public, not produced, or contain less information than at least departmental
totals.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Monthly bulletin of financial statistics
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Expenditures are not presented by administrative unit.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Three: The Budget Process

Correct. Actually, they are given at a very macro level only, and lack important details.
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Government Comment:
"A." The performance indicators text provides details at program level by administrative unit (see Annex N° 2).

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." The text is not part of the execution reports, and therefore, cannot be used for this answer as stated in the survey methodology.

Guidelines for Question 66:
This question covers information comparing actual expenditures with either the estimates that were originally included
in the Enacted Budget or actual expenditures for the same period in the previous year. The OECD recommends that the
reports contain the total year-to-date expenditures in a format that allows for a comparison with the budget’s forecast
expenditures (based on enacted levels) for the same period.
66 (85). Do the In-Year Reports released to the public compare actual year-to-date
expenditures with either the original estimate for that period (based on the
enacted budget) or the same period in the previous year?
a. Yes, comparisons are made for all expenditures.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, comparisons are made for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
c. Yes, but comparisons are made for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
d. No, comparisons are not made, or no In-Year Reports are released to the public.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Monthly bulletin of financial statistics
Situation of expenditures and resources of Treasury (2. Ordinary Expenses)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
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Comment:
Comparisons with Budget Proposal forecasts are provided, along with comparisons to BY-1.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
A. Reports communicated monthly to the public compare actual expenditures and revenues to date with Finance Act forecasts and with actual expenditures and
revenues for the same period in BY-1: http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Researcher Response:
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Guidelines for Questions 67-69:
Questions 67-69 parallel the previous questions but address revenues rather than expenditures. These revenue questions
focus on individual sources of revenues (such as income taxes, VAT, etc.)
67 (86). How often does the executive release to the public In-Year Reports on actual
revenue collections by source of revenue?
a. In-Year Reports on actual revenue collections by source of revenue are released at least
every month.

a
b
c
d
e

b. In-Year Reports on actual revenue collections are released at least every quarter.
c. In-Year Reports on actual revenue collections are released at least semi-annually.
d. In-Year Reports on actual revenue collections by source of revenue are not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Monthly bulletin of financial statistics
Situation of expenditures and ressources of Treasury (1. Ordinary Expenses)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Monthly Bulletins present the revenue execution by source.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct.

Government Comment:
A. The Ministry of Economy and Finance issues monthly bulletins to the public, that contain statistics on public finance that show how revenues are being spent by
source. ( see Table: Treasury Charges and Resources; 1. Ordinary revenues):
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Section Three: The Budget Process

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

68 (87). What share of revenue is covered by the In-Year Reports on actual revenue
collections?
a. In-Year Reports cover the actual revenue collections of all sources of revenue.
b. In-Year Reports cover the actual revenue collections of at least two-thirds of, but not all,
sources of revenue.

a
b
c
d
e

c. In-Year Reports cover actual revenue collections of less than two-thirds of revenue sources.
d. In-Year Reports on actual revenue collections are not released to the public.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Monthly bulletin of financial statistics
Situation of expenditures and resources of Treasury (1. Ordinary Expenses)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Monthly Bulletins provide all general budget revenues.
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Monthly Bulletins provide all general budget revenues.
(see Table: Treasury Charges and Resources; 1. Ordinary revenues): http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?
_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
Also, on the Treasury (TGR) site, there is a monthly log of public finances, including a column for revenues based on a comparison between the current and
preceding year.
www.tgr.gov.ma, rubrique : Documentation et publications.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

69 (88). Do the In-Year Reports released to the public compare actual year-to-date revenue
collections with either the original estimate for that period (based on the enacted
budget) or the same period in the previous year?
a. Yes, comparisons are made for all revenue sources.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, comparisons are made for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue sources.
c. Yes, but comparisons are made for less than two-thirds of revenue sources.
d. No, comparisons are not made, or no In-Year Reports are released to the public.

Citation:
Monthly bulletin of financial statistics
Situation of expenditures and resources of Treasury (1. Ordinary Expenses)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Section Three: The Budget Process

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
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Comment:
There are comparisons with Budget Proposal forecasts, as well as with the preceding year.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Reports communicated monthly to the public throughout the year compare actual expenditures and revenues to date with Finance Act forecasts and with actual
revenues for the same period the year before: (see Table: Treasury Charges and Resources; 1. Ordinary revenues).
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Researcher Response:

Section Three: The Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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Guidelines for Questions 70-72:
Questions 70-72 parallel the previous questions in this section but address borrowing.
70 (89). Does the executive release to the public In-Year Reports on actual borrowing?
a. Yes, In-Year Reports on actual borrowing are released at least every month.
b. Yes, In-Year Reports on actual borrowing are released at least every quarter.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Yes, In-Year Reports on actual borrowing are released at least semi-annually.
d. No, In-Year Reports on actual borrowing are not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Monthly bulletin of financial statistics - page 2,
Situation of expenditures and resources of Treasury (9. Domestic financing and 10. Outside funding)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:
Data on internal and external debt are provided monthly.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct.

Government Comment:
"A." Monthly reports provide information on internal and external borrowing: see Table: Treasury Charges and Resources Situation Report (9. Internal financing; 10.
External financing):
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Section Three: The Budget Process

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

71 (90). Do In-Year Reports released to the public on actual borrowing present information
related to the composition of government debt (such as interest rates on the
debt, maturity profile of the debt, and currency denomination of the debt) for the
budget year?
a. Yes, extensive information related to the composition of government debt is presented.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, key additional information is presented, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some additional information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, additional information related to the composition of government debt is not presented,
or such In-Year Reports on borrowing are not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Monthly bulletin of financial statistics
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Comment:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Loan information is well presented, but important data are missing, especially for external debt.
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"B." Basic information on loans is well presented in the Monthly Financial Statistic Bulletin and the Statistical on External Debt.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=5721

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
IBP agrees with the researcher. We conclude that the document is missing important details because it does not provide an explanation for the composition of
external debt.

72 (91). For In-Year Reports on actual expenditure released to the public by the executive,
how much time typically elapses between the end of the reporting period and
when the reports are released (e.g., are quarterly reports released less than four
weeks after the end of the quarter)?
a. Reports are released one month or less after the end of the period.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Reports are released two months or less (but more than one month) after the end of the
period.
c. Reports are released more than two months after the end of the period.

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Monthly bulletin of financial statistics
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Section Three: The Budget Process

d. In-year Reports are not released.
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Comment:
Reports are published on the website one month after the end of the reported period.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Reports are indeed posted on the website one month after the end of the period covered by the report.
Still, published reports do not provide expenditures by administrative unit. The score, therefore, should be “a” --- or “d” since the information provided does not meet
the following condition:
"To ensure that administrative units (ministries, departments, or agencies) are held accountable for their expenditure, these reports should show actual expenditures
by administrative unit."

Government Comment:
"A." Reports throughout the year on actual expenses are published at least once month, after the end of the period concerned. It should be noted that these reports
are monthly. http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812984&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

Researcher Response:

Mid-Year Review
Guidelines for Question73:
Questions 73-76 cover the Mid-Year Review, which provides a more detailed explanation of the state of the budget
six months into the budget year than that in the regular In-Year Reports. In order to ensure that programs are being
implemented effectively and to identify any emerging problems, it is necessary to conduct a comprehensive review of
the implementation of the budget’s execution six months into the budget year. In addition to covering expenditures and
revenues, the Mid-Year Review should also examine year-to-date performance relative to targets set in the budget, and such
issues as cost increases due to inflation or unexpected events should also be identified and appropriate counter-measures
proposed. The public release of a Mid-Year Review is intended to promote accountability and sound management.

Section Three: The Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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It is important to distinguish a Mid-Year Review from an In-Year Report issued at six months into the budget year. An In-Year
Report issued at six months should not substitute for a Mid-Year Review, and researchers should mark “d” for all questions
related to the Mid-Year Review if it is not issued in their country. An In-Year Report typically records actual expenditure and
revenue to-date but does not include a discussion of how these trends will affect the estimates of full-year expenditure or
some of the other detailed analysis of budget execution that is typically found in a Mid-Year Review. The Mid-Year Review
should offer updated projections of expenditures and revenues for the full fiscal year. Revised estimates in the Mid-Year
Review should reflect both economic and technical changes as well as new policy proposals, including the reallocation
of funds between administrative units, with a comprehensive explanation for any estimate adjustments. Similarly, the
Mid-Year Review should include a revised economic forecast for the full fiscal year, taking into account actual economic
performance to date and new projections for the remainder of the year.
73 (92). Does the executive release to the public a Mid-Year Review of the budget that
discusses the changes in economic outlook since the budget was enacted?
a. Yes, the Mid-Year Review includes an extensive discussion of the economy that includes a
revised forecast for the full fiscal year and its effects on the budget.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the Mid-Year Review includes a discussion of the economy, but it lacks some details.
c. Yes, the Mid-Year Review includes a discussion of the economy, but it lacks important
details.
d. No, the Mid-Year Review does not include a discussion of the economy, or the executive
does not release a Mid-Year Review of the budget.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The government does not publish a Mid-Year Review.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Three: The Budget Process

Correct.
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Government Comment:
"A." The report published at mid-year provides an analysis of changes in results since the budget was enacted; this report is published in July.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=5714

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
The report published in the middle of the year does not meet OBI standards for a Mid-Year Report: no revision of budget objectives and no macroeconomic
hypotheses for the rest of the year.

74 (93). Does the executive release to the public a Mid-Year Review of the budget that
includes updated expenditure estimates for the budget year underway?
a. Yes, the Mid-Year Review includes updated expenditure estimates for the full fiscal year,
providing extensive information on why estimates have changed from the original enacted
levels.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the Mid-Year Review includes updated estimates of expenditure, but some details on
why estimates have changed are not provided.
c. Yes, the Mid-Year Review includes updated estimates of expenditure, but important details
on why estimates have changed are not provided.
d. No, the Mid-Year Review does not include updated expenditure estimates for the budget
year, or the executive does not release a Mid-Year Review of the budget.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Comment:
The government does not publish a Mid-Year Review.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
The published report does not meet OBI standards for a Mid-Year Report: no revision of budget objectives and no macroeconomic hypotheses for the rest of the
year.

a. The Mid-Year Review includes program-level detail for expenditures.
b. The Mid-Year Review includes departmental totals (or functional totals) and some
additional details (for instance, subdepartment totals or major programs).
c. The Mid-Year Review includes only departmental totals (or functional totals).
d. The Mid-Year Review includes less information than departmental totals (or functional
totals) for expenditures, or the executive does not release a Mid-Year Review of the budget.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e
Section Three: The Budget Process

75 (94). What is the most detail provided in the Mid-Year Review for expenditures?
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Citation:

Comment:
The government does not publish a Mid-Year Review.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

The published report does not meet OBI standards for a Mid-Year Report: no revision of budget objectives and no macroeconomic hypotheses for the rest of the
year.

Section Three: The Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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76 (95). Does the executive release to the public a Mid-Year Review of the budget that
includes updated revenue estimates for the budget year underway?
a. Yes, the Mid-Year Review includes updated revenue estimates for the full fiscal year,
providing extensive information on why estimates have changed from the original enacted
levels.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the Mid-Year Review includes updated estimates of revenue, but some details on why
estimates have changed are not provided.
c. Yes, the Mid-Year Review includes updated estimates of revenue, but important details on
why estimates have changed are not provided.
d. No, the Mid-Year Review does not include updated revenue estimates for the budget year,
or the executive does not release a Mid-Year Review of the budget.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The government does not publish a Mid-Year Review.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
Correct

Government Comment:
No comment.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
The published report does not meet OBI standards for a Mid-Year Report: no revision of budget objectives and no macroeconomic hypotheses for the rest of the
year.

Year-End Reporting
Guidelines for Questions 77-86:
Questions 77-86 cover the executive’s Year-End Reports, which are key accountability documents. In many countries, the
executive issues one Year-End Report that consolidates information on the expenditures of administrative units, revenue
collections, and debt. In other countries, individual administrative units issue their own Year-End Reports. Similarly, YearEnd Reports may be stand-alone documents or may be included in larger documents, such as the Executive’s Budget
Proposal. The form of the report is less important than its content.
The OECD recommends that a Year-End Report be released to the public within six months of the end of the fiscal year. The
reports should cover all of the major items included in the budget, explaining differences between the original estimates
(as amended by the legislature during the year) and actual outcomes for expenditure, revenue, debt, macroeconomic
assumptions. These reports also should include nonfinancial performance information.
77 (101). How long after the end of the budget year does the executive release to the
public a Year-End Report that discusses the budget’s actual outcome for the
year?
a. The Year-End Report is released six months or less after the end of the fiscal year.

a
b
c
d
e

b. The Year-End Report is released 12 months or less (but more than six months) after the
end of the fiscal year.
c. The Year-End Report is released more than 12 months after the end of the fiscal year.
d. The executive does not release a Year-End Report.

Citation:
ORGANIC FINANCE ACT
“Art : 47 – A draft Finance Act states the definitive amount of revenues and mandated expenditures in the same budget year and closes the account for the year.
This draft Finance Act must be tabled at one of the chambers of the legislature no later than the end of the second budget year after the year of execution of the
budget.
It is accompanied by a report by the SAI on the execution of the budget and a general declaration that the separate accounts in the budget correspond to the general
account of the Kingdom.”
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Section Three: The Budget Process

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
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Comment:
The loi de Règlement is published in March, three years after the budget year.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"C." It is true that the end-of-year report on the budget (Budget Review Act) is published more than 12 months after the end of the budget year. Indeed, the 2008
Finance Act and supporting documentation attesting to the actual execution of the budget for the year in question was published in the Official Bulletin of 24 March
2011.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4960.
Yet, a provisional report on the execution of the budget is published two months after the end of the year, at the latest. This report is communicated via the site of the
Ministry of Economy and Finance:
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=5813

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Section Three: The Budget Process

"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as a Year-End Report.
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78 (102). In the Year-End Report have the data on the actual outcomes been audited?
a. Yes, all data on actual outcomes have been audited.
b. At least two-thirds, but not all, of the data on actual outcomes have been audited.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Less than two-thirds of the data on actual outcomes have been audited.
d. None of the data on actual outcomes has been audited, or a Year-End Report is not
released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Loi Organique 7-98
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Comment:
The report is published with a two year delay after the budget year.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True. Yet, the researcher could still include an assessment.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

"A." The SAI audited all the data in the 2008 Draft Budget Review Act (PLR), and, in addition, a report on the execution of the Finance Act 2008 was prepared to
accompany the presentation of the PLR to the legislature, accompanied by a declaration of conformity from the SAI.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4960

Researcher Response:

Section Three: The Budget Process

Government Comment:
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IBP Comment:
"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as an Year-End Report.

79 (103). Does the Year-End Report explain the differences between the enacted levels
(including in-year changes approved by the legislature) and the actual outcome
for expenditures?
a. Yes, an extensive explanation of the differences is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, an explanation is presented, highlighting key differences, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some explanation is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, an explanation is not presented, or a Year-End Report is not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The report is published with a two year delay after the budget year.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Three: The Budget Process

True. Yet the researcher could still include an assessment.
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Government Comment:
"A." The report on the execution of 2008 Finance Act amply explains the differences between enacted amounts (including legislatively approved changes in the
course of year) and actual expenditures for BY (2008), including a narrative analysis and quantitative estimates.
http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rapport2010/Tom1FR.pdf
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4960

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as an Year-End Report.

80 (104). What level of detail is the focus of the explanation of the differences between
the enacted levels and the actual outcome for expenditures presented in the
Year-End Report?
a. The explanation of the differences between the enacted expenditure levels and the actual
outcome focuses on the program level.

a
b
c
d
e

b. The explanation focuses on departmental totals (or functional totals) or some lower level of
detail (but not the program level in all cases).
c. The explanation focuses on a higher level of aggregation than departmental totals (or
functional totals).
d. No explanation of the differences is provided, or a Year-End Report is not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Comment:
The report is published with a two year delay after the budget year.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True, yet the researcher can still include an assessment.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as an Year-End Report.

a. Yes, an extensive explanation of the differences is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.
b. Yes, an explanation is presented, highlighting key differences, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some explanation is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, an explanation is not presented, or a Year-End Report is not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e
Section Three: The Budget Process

81 (105). Does the Year-End Report explain the differences between the enacted levels
(including in-year changes approved by the legislature) and the actual outcome
for revenues?
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Citation:

Comment:
The report is published with a two year delay after the budget year.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True, yet the researcher could still include an assessment.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"B." Regarding expenditures, the explanation of the difference between enacted expenditure amounts and actual results focuses on total amounts by department.
(See SAI report that accompanies the Budget Review Act 2008).
http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rapport2010/Tom1FR.pdf (pages 579 to 582)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4960 (pages 959 to 963)

Researcher Response:

"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as an Year-End Report.

Section Three: The Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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82 (106). Does the Year-End Report explain the differences between the original
macroeconomic forecast for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year?
a. Yes, an extensive explanation of the differences is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, an explanation is presented, highlighting key differences, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some explanation is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, an explanation is not presented, or a Year-End Report is not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The report is published with a two year delay after the budget year.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True, yet the researcher could still include an assessment.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

A. Regarding expenditures, the explanation of the difference between enacted expenditure amounts and actual results focuses on total amounts by department. (See
SAI report that accompanies the Budget Review Act 2008).
http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rapport2010/Tom1FR.pdf (pages 574 to 578)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4960 (pages 955 to 959)"

Section Three: The Budget Process

Government Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as an Year-End Report.

83 (107). Does the Year-End Report explain the differences between the original estimates
of nonfinancial data and the actual outcome?
a. Yes, an extensive explanation of the differences is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, an explanation is presented, highlighting key differences, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some explanation is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, an explanation is not presented, or a Year-End Report is not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True, yet the researcher could still include an assessment.

Section Three: The Budget Process

The loi de Règlement is published in March, three years after the budget year.
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The Draft Budget Review Act was accompanied for the first time, in 2008, by a report on the execution of the 2008 budget prepared by the Ministry of Economy
and Finance, focusing on an ample explanation of the differences between original macroeconomic forecasts and actual (macroeconomic indicators), including a
narrative analysis and quantitative estimates (see Annex N°4).

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as an Year-End Report.

84 (108). Does the Year-End Report explain the differences between the original
performance indicators and the actual outcome?
a. Yes, an extensive explanation of the differences is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, an explanation is presented, highlighting key differences, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some explanation is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, an explanation is not presented, or a Year-End Report is not released.

Citation:

Section Three: The Budget Process

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
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Comment:
The loi de Règlement is not published until the middle of the month of March of BY+3.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True, yet the researcher could still include an assessment.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." SAI audit reports on performance in 2007 and 2008 focused especially on: Presentation and definition of the sectoral strategy of the department under review;
assessment of the objectives as defined in the strategy; assessment of performance indicators and analysis of any disparities; assessment of the inter-action among
strategy, objectives, and performance indicators; analysis of results achieved with regard to means employed; formulation of recommendations to reinforce a
performance culture in the administration of public assets and an action plan to implement these recommendations. (See summary report on the audit of
performance for 2007-2008 fiscal years)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17814589&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&id=596&lang=Fr

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Section Three: The Budget Process

"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as an Year-End Report.
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85 (109). Does the Year-End Report explain the differences between the enacted level of
funds intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations
and the actual outcome?
a. Yes, an extensive explanation of the differences is presented, including both a narrative
discussion and quantitative estimates.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, an explanation is presented, highlighting key differences, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, some explanation is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, an explanation is not presented, or a Year-End Report is not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The loi de Règlement is not published until the middle of the month of March of BY+3.
Peer Reviewer One Comment

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True, yet the researcher can still include an assessment.

Government Comment:
"A." The Draft Budget Review Act was accompanied in 2008, for the first time by a report on execution in 2008, focusing on a thorough explanation of the difference
between the amount of funds enacted to directly benefit the most under-served population in the country and the actual result, including at the same time a narrative
analysis and quantitative estimates (See Annex N°4).

Section Three: The Budget Process

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as an Year-End Report.

86 (110). Does the Year-End Report present the actual outcome for extra-budgetary funds?
a. Yes, extensive information on the actual outcome for extra-budgetary funds is presented, including
both a narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.
b. Yes, information is presented, highlighting key issues, but some details are excluded.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Yes, some information is presented, but it lacks important details.
d. No, information is not presented on extra-budgetary funds, or a Year-End Report is not released.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The loi de Règlement is not published until the middle of the month of March of BY+3.

True, yet the researcher could still include an assessment.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
E. Not applicable to Morocco.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"D." According to the OBS methodology, the draft finance act for the year 2008 is too old. This draft finance act must be published two years after BY at the latest.
The report titled “situation provisoire” does not contain enough information to be classified as an Year-End Report.

Audit Phase and the Supreme Audit Institution
Guidelines for Questions 87 and 88:

Questions 87-88 look at the timeliness of the annual Audit Report. In some countries, such audits are produced only with
substantial time lags, which significantly lessens the usefulness of the reports.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Question 87 and those that follow explore practices associated with the supreme audit institution (SAI). Questions 87, 88,
89, and 91 cover the annual attestation audit of the final accounts that the SAI performs at the end of the year. These
audits are sometimes known as “certification of the government accounts.” The Lima Declaration of Guidelines on Auditing
Precepts (Chapter VI, Section 16 (1)) clearly states that the auditor’s annual attestation report should be published and be
available to the public. (The Lima Declaration is available on the Internet at http://www.intosai.org/en/portal/documents/
intosai/general/lima_declaration/). According to OECD best practices, the SAI should complete these audits within six
months of the end of the budget year for administrative units (that is, ministries, departments, or agencies). In order to be
considered publicly available by Open Budget Survey methodology, the Audit Report must be released within two years of
the end of the fiscal year in question.

134

87 (111). How long after the end of the fiscal year are the final annual expenditures of
national departments audited and the results of the audits (except for secret
programs) released to the public?
a. Final audited accounts are released to the public six months or less after the end of the
fiscal year.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Final audited accounts are released 12 months or less (but more than six months) after the
end of the fiscal year.
c. Final audit accounts are released more than 12 months, but within 24 months, of the end
of the fiscal year.
d. Final audited accounts are not completed within 24 months after the end of the fiscal year,
or they are not released to the public.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The SAI Annual Report 2009 was published in March 2011. That is 15 months after the reporting period.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
The correct answer is "c."

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"C." Final audited accounts are communicated more than 12 months, but less than 24 months, after the end of the fiscal year. (PLR 2008 and general declaration of
conformity.)
http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rapport2010/Tom1FR.pdf
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4960

Section Three: The Budget Process

A score of “d” is justified, given the delay in publishing the Budget Review Act (but not that of the SAI annual report, which does not deal with end-of-year accounts).
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Researcher Response:
"D." I rather agree with Peer Reviewer Two. Actually, the Budget Review Act was not published until 24 months after the end of the closing of accounts for BY; what’s
more, no Budget Review Act has been published since the one for the year 2008.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18050069&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

IBP Comment:
"D." IBP agrees with the analysis of Peer Reviewer Two and the researcher, the Budget Review Act is published too late according to OBI methodology.

88 (112). Two years after the end of a fiscal year, what percentage of annual expenditures
has been audited and included in (except for secret programs) the Audit
Report(s) released to the public?
a. All expenditures have been audited and the Audit Report(s) released to the public.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Expenditures representing at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditure have been audited
and the Audit Report(s) released to the public.
c. Expenditures representing less than two-thirds of expenditure has been audited and the
Audit Report(s) released to the public.
d. No expenditures have been audited, the reports have not been released to the public or
were released more than 24 months after the end of the fiscal year.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True. The rapport de la cour de compte is very narrative and it is unclear how it relates to the budget. It includes a lot of details, yet it is difficult or impossible to make
any links to the Enacted Budget. See http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rapport2010/Tom1FR.pdf

Section Three: The Budget Process

Comment:
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
A “d” score is pertinent because of the delay in publishing audit reports, not because of the audits themselves.
The only non-audited expenditures are those for defense (about 15 percent of the Executive Budget) and the extra-budgetary funds.
(cf. PEFA assessment:
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2009/12/08/000333038_20091208232812/Rendered/PDF/520730ESW0P1081Box345
549B01PUBLIC10.pdf)
Still, audited annual budget execution reports (PLRs) are not published until more than 24 months after the period under review.

Government Comment:
"A.” All expenditures have been audited. (Enacted Budget Review 2008 and general declaration of conformity.)
(http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rapport2010/Tom1FR.pdf)
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4960

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"C." From the information that is provided, the IBP concludes that the reports were released less than 24 months after the end of the fiscal year. A score "c" is
therefore the most appropriate.

Guidelines for Question 89:
This question asks whether the annual attestation Audit Report includes an executive summary. The Audit Report can be
a fairly technical document, and an executive summary of the report’s findings can help make it more accessible to the
media and the public.
89 (113). Does the annual Audit Report(s) that is released to the public include an
executive summary?
a. The annual Audit Report(s) includes one or more executive summaries summarizing the
report’s content.

a
b
c

c. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Rapport Annuel de la Cour des Comptes 2009
http://www.courdescomptes.ma/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=124&Itemid=88&lang=fr

Section Three: The Budget Process

b. No, the Audit Report(s) does not include an executive summary, or such reports are
not released to the public, or were released more than 24 months after the end of the
fiscal year.
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Comment:
The 2009 Audit Report does not contain an executive summary.
Summary of the SAI report on the execution of the finance act in Annual Report of the SAI Chapter IV, page 604.
http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rap2009/Rapport%20cc%20fr%20-%20Volume%201.p

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

Section Three: The Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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Guidelines for Question 90:
This question covers the manner in which the head or senior members of the SAI may be removed from office. (For the
purposes of answering this question, a procedure, such as a criminal proceeding, meets the test of answer “a.” That is,
the executive may initiate a criminal proceeding, but the final consent of a member of the judiciary — or a judge — is
necessary to render a verdict of wrongdoing that may lead to the removal of the head of the SAI from office.) The Lima
Declaration of Guidelines on Auditing Precepts lays out a number of best practices relating to SAIs, including other with
measures intended to guarantee the office’s independence from the executive. It is available on the Internet at http://www.
intosai.org/en/portal/documents/intosai/general/limaundmexikodeclaration/lima_declaration/.
90 (114). Must a branch of government other than the executive (such as the legislature
or the judiciary) give final consent before the head of the supreme audit
institution (SAI) can be removed from office?

a
b
c

a. Yes, the head of the SAI may only be removed by the legislature or judiciary, or the
legislature or judiciary must give final consent before he or she is removed.
b. No, the executive may remove the head of the SAI without the final consent of the judiciary
or legislature.
c. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The king appoints the SAI president.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Government Comment:
No comment.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 91:
Although technically outside the budget, extra-budgetary funds are governmental in nature and thus should be subject to
the same audit requirement as other government programs.
91 (115). Does the supreme audit institution (SAI) release to the public audits of extrabudgetary funds?
a. Yes, the SAI releases to the public audits of all extra-budgetary funds.
b. Yes, the SAI releases audits representing at least two-thirds of, but not all, extra-budgetary
funds.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Yes, the SAI releases audits representing less than two-thirds of all extra-budgetary funds.
d. No, the SAI does not release to the public audits of extra-budgetary funds, or it does not
audit such funds, or such a report was released more than 24 months after the end of the
fiscal year.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Articles 2; 25; 41; 86; 89 et 92 of Law 62-99 that make up the Code of Financial Jurisdiction apply to all departments of the executive, entities, institutions, and
enterprises that use public funds, but in reality and according to an SAI official, the SAI never has audited extra-budgetary funds.
http://www.cabinetbassamat.com/fileadmin/Codes%20et%20lois/Organisation%20judiciaire/juridictionsfinancieres.pdf

SAI does not audit extra-budgetary funds.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Comment:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 92:

Annual attestation audits are intended to evaluate the legality and regularity of the government’s financial management
and accounting. However, SAIs also may wish to undertake other types of audits. These can include audits that are
triggered by reports of irregularities in a specific program, or those relating to procurement or privatization. In some
countries, the SAI’s legal mandate does not permit it to audit joint ventures or other public-private arrangements, which
limits its ability to audit revenues or publicly guaranteed debt. In yet other countries, the SAI may not be able to undertake
audits other than financial audits. For example, it may not be allowed to conduct performance or value-for-money
audits, which are intended to examine the performance, economy, efficiency, and effectiveness of public administration.
Performance audits can cover not only specific financial operations but also the full range of government activity, including
both organizational and administrative systems.
General Note: Answers “c” or “d” should be chosen if the SAI is in anyway restricted in law from auditing the above. The
answer “c” or “d” should also be chosen if the SAI does not have the legal mandate to review arrangements involving
oil-saving or stabilization funds, other types of special or extra-budgetary funds, or the ability to audit the parties to
commercial projects involving the private sector.

Section Three: The Budget Process

The question intends to explore the scope of the SAI’s investigative powers in law, rather than what it might chose to audit
in practice. Therefore, it is asking whether the SAI has legal mandate to undertake other types of audits in addition to its
annual attestation audits.
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In some cases, the SAI retains private accounting firms to undertake audits of state-owned commercial enterprises or
private firms involved in joint ventures with the state. The answer “c” or “d” must be chosen if retaining such firms is under
the control of the executive, rather than that of the SAI.
Consultation with the Lima Declaration may be useful in answering this question as its provisions serve to define the
appropriate scope of an SAI’s legal mandate and jurisdiction. It is available on the Internet at http://www.intosai.org/en/
portal/documents/intosai/general/limaundmexikodeclaration/lima_declaration/.
92 (116). Beyond the established year-end attestation audits, does the supreme audit
institution (SAI) have the discretion in law to undertake those audits it may wish
to?
a. The SAI has full discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.

a
b
c
d
e

b. The SAI has significant discretion, but faces some limitations.
c. The SAI has some discretion, but faces considerable limitations.
d. The SAI has no discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Range of audits is established by Law 62-99; see Question 91
http://www.cabinetbassamat.com/fileadmin/Codes%20et%20lois/Organisation%20judiciaire/juridictionsfinancieres.pdf

Comment:
The SAI cannot undertake those audits it may wish to.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

An “a” score seems preferable.
Article 75 of Chapter III of Law 62-99 that deals with “audit of the management and use of funds” covers a variety of types of audits."
“SAI audits cover all aspects of management…etc.”

Section Three: The Budget Process

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:
"B." SAI audits are well framed by the law.
The choice of type of audit is not left to the simple discretion of the SAI.
Article 75 of Law 62-99 speaks to the need of an audit method, procedure, and regularity, but does not, for example, mention “opportunity.” That being said, and
upon reflection, a score of “b” would be better since the SAI does have discretionary powers, even if certain legal limits apply.

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 93:
Another measure of the independence from the executive needed to ensure objectivity in auditing of government budgets
is the extent to which the budget of the SAI is determined by those other than the executive, and whether it has adequate
resources to fulfill its mandate.
93 (117). Who determines the budget of the supreme audit institution (SAI)?
a. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body),
and the funding level is broadly consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
b. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, and the funding level is broadly consistent
with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.

a
b
c
d
e

c. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body), but
the funding level is not consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
d. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, but the funding level is not consistent with
the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Projet de la Loi de Finances, Tableau B, Article 50
Titre I Répartition, par département ministriel ou institutionel et par chapitre, des crédits ouverts au titre des dépenses de fonctionnement du budget général pour
l'année budgétaire 2011
CH 1.2.1.1.0.05.000 - Personnel
1.2.1.2.0.05.000 - Matériel et Dépenses Diverses
Et Tableau C, Article 51
Titre II Répartition, par département ministriel ou institutionel et par chapitre, des crédits ouverts au titre des dépenses de fonctionnement du budget général pour
l'année budgétaire 2011
CH 1.2.2.0.0.05.000
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4512

Section Three: The Budget Process

Citation:
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Comment:
The SAI budget is part of the Finance Act enacted by the legislature. The SAI does not have sufficient means to carry out its mission.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
This is also my assessment.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

Section Three: The Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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Guidelines for Question 94:
For the purposes of answering the question, assume that the security sector includes the defense forces, police, and
intelligence services. Answers should be based on staffing levels, and not on whether or not in practice the SAI actually
conducts audits of the security sector.
94 (118). Does the supreme audit institution (SAI) employ designated staff to undertake
audits of the central government agencies pertaining to the security sector
(military, police, intelligence services)?
a. The SAI employs designated staff, and the staffing levels are broadly consistent with the
resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.

a
b
c
d
e

b. The SAI employs designated staff, but the staffing levels are a cause of some constraints to
the SAI in fulfilling its mandate.
c. The SAI employs designated staff, but the staffing levels pose a significant constraint on the
SAI in fulfilling its mandate.
d. The SAI does not employ designated staff for auditing of the security sector, or does not
undertake audits of the security sector.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Interview with an official of the Court

Comment:
The SAI does not have specialized/designated personnel to carry out an audit of the security sector, and so, does not audit the security sector.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Section Three: The Budget Process

This is also my assessment. The report that it issues lacks an audit of the security sector.
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Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 95:
The ultimate purposes of audits are to verify that the budget was executed in a manner consistent with existing law and
to hold the government accountable for this execution and improve it in the future. The extent to which audits achieve the
latter depends on whether there is adequate and timely follow up on the SAI’s recommendations stemming from its audits.
95 (121). Does the executive make available to the public a report on what steps it has
taken to address audit recommendations or findings that indicate a need for
remedial action?
a. Yes, the executive reports publicly on what steps it has taken to address audit findings.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the executive reports publicly on most audit findings.
c. Yes, the executive reports publicly on some audit findings.
d. No, the executive does not report on steps it has taken to address audit findings.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The executive does not publish the measures taken in response to audit findings.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Interview with an official of the Court
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 96:

Section Three: The Budget Process

This question covers audits of programs that might not be released to the public due to national security concerns.
Because the public does not receive information on such secret programs, it is essential that legislators receive this
information, including all Audit Reports. Supreme audit institutions should have staff members with security clearances
that permit them access to all information related to secret expenditures. Please note that researchers may have to
interview members of the legislature or their staff members to obtain a response for this question.
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96 (123). Are Audit Reports of the annual accounts of the security sector (military, police,
intelligence services) and other secret programs provided to the legislature (or
relevant committee)?
a. Yes, legislators are provided with detailed Audit Reports related to the security sector and
other secret programs.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, legislators are provided Audit Reports on secret items, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, legislators are provided Audit Reports on secret items, but they lack important details.
d. No, legislators are not provided Audit Reports on secret items, or secret programs are not
audited (please specify).
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Interview with an official of the Court.

Comment:
Secret programs are not audited by the court.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True

Government Comment:
No comment.

Section Three: The Budget Process

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

Section Three: The Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

Section Four: The Strength of
the Legislature
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General Note for Section 4: The Open Budget Survey Questionnaire 2012 has been revised from the 2008 Questionnaire
to modify existing questions and include additional questions, which required some reordering of existing questions. In
order to allow for easy comparisons with the completed 2008 Questionnaires, we have included the 2008 question number
in parentheses after the 2012 question number. For revised questions, the word “Modified” appears next to the old
question number within the parentheses. For new questions, parentheses with the word “New” in them appear next to
the question number.
Guidelines for Question 97:
In order for the legislature to provide adequate review of the Executive’s Budget Proposal prior to enactment and to fulfill
its oversight role, it must have the ability to analyze the budget itself or have access to independent research capacity for
such analyses.
97 (New). Does the legislature have internal capacity to conduct budget analyses or
access to independent research capacity for such analyses?
a. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office/unit attached to the legislature, and it
has sufficient staffing, resources, and analytical capacity to carry out its tasks.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office, but its staffing and other resources,
including adequate funding, are insufficient to carry out its tasks.
c. No, there is no specialized office attached to the legislature, but there is an external
research body which can perform budget analyses.
d. No, the legislature has neither internal capacity nor access to independent research
capacity for budget analyses.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

The legislature does not have a unit specialized in budget issues. Legislators turn to their political parties before they debate, amend or take a position.
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The legislature in Morocco has the human and material resources to fully carry out its mission to analyze and check on the budget. Legislative groups
have the right to use these human and material resources inside the legislature in order to accomplish their mission under the best conditions. (Art. 32 of
the interior regulations of the lower house)
http://www.parlement.ma/_rinterieur.php?filename=201201231519450

Researcher Response:
"D." The government speaks of material and human resources at the disposal of legislative groups. Article 32 of the interior regulations of the lower house,
to which the government refers, makes no reference whatsoever to budget analysis.
Actually, legislators turn to their own resources, especially to competence within their own political parties, for this type of analysis.

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 98:
Prior to discussing the Executive’s Budget Proposal for the coming year, the legislature should be provided with an
opportunity to review the government’s primary budget priorities, parameters, and proposals for forthcoming fiscal years,
especially those related to the next year’s annual budget strategy and main aggregates.

Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

A number of countries conduct a pre-budget debate in the legislature about six months before the start of the upcoming
budget year (BY, i.e., the year for which the budget is drafted). There are two main purposes for these hearings: 1) to
allow the executive to inform the legislature of its fiscal policy intentions by presenting updated reports on its annual and
medium-term budget strategy and policy priorities; and 2) to establish “hard” multi-year fiscal targets or spending ceilings,
which the government must adhere to when preparing its detailed spending estimates for the upcoming budget year.
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98 (New). Does the legislature formally debate the overall budget policy prior to the
tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal?
a. Yes, there is a formal pre-budget policy debate in the legislature prior to the tabling of
the Executive’s Budget Proposal, and there are mechanisms in place to make sure that
proposed changes that result from the debate are incorporated into the budget proposal.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, there is a formal pre-budget policy debate in the legislature prior to the tabling of
the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but the executive is not obliged to make any changes in
proposed policies as a result of the debate.
c. There is no formal pre-budget policy debate, but legislators discuss specific policies in
committee sessions prior to the introduction of the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
d. There is no formal discussion of the overall budget policy, neither before nor following the
tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
There is no debate on overall budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." There was a pre-budget debate with the majority of legislators, notably on the main priorities and budgetary proposals of the government, as well as on major
macroeconomic directions. (See Annex N°3)

Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

True.
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Researcher Response:
"D." I stand by my answer. The Organic Law on Finances does not provide for debate prior to enactment of the budget, and in practice, this debate does not take
place. The government refers to Annex N°2 (sic), but does not provide the heading or the references of the document in order to check it.

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 99:
The OECD notes that the Executive’s Budget Proposal should be submitted to the legislature far enough in advance to
allow the legislature to review it properly, or at least three months prior to the start of the fiscal year. For the purposes of
responding to this question, if — and only if — the most recent budget submission occurred later than usual as a result of a
particular event, such and an election, please use a more normal year as the basis for the response.
99 (74). How far in advance of the start of the budget year does the legislature receive the
Executive’s Budget Proposal?
a. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least three months before the
start of the budget year.

a
b
c
d
e

b. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least six weeks, but less than
three months, before the start of the budget year.
c. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal less than six weeks before the
start of the budget year.
d. The legislature does not receive the Executive’s Budget Proposal before the start of the
budget year.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

The Loi Organique 7-98:
Art. 33, the Budget Proposal for the year is tabled at one of the two house of the legislature, no later than 70 days before the end of the current budget year.
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Comment:
The Budget Proposal is released no later than ten weeks before the start of the budget year.

Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"B. Article 33 of the Organic Law on Finances provides for the Executive's Budget Proposal for BY to be tabled in one of the two houses of the legislature no later
than 70 days before the end of the current budget year.
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

This question covers the legislature’s power to amend — as opposed to simply accept or reject ― the budget proposal
presented by the executive. (Note that this question is about legal authority rather than actions the legislature takes
in practice.) The legislature’s powers to amend the budget can vary substantially across countries. The “a” response
is appropriate only if there are no restrictions on the right of the legislature to modify the Executive’s Budget Proposal,
including changing the size of the proposed deficit or surplus. The “b” response would be appropriate if, for instance, the
legislature is restricted from changing the deficit or surplus, but it still has the power to increase or decrease funding and
revenue levels. The more limited “c” response would apply if, for instance, the legislature can only decrease funding levels
or increase revenues. Finally, response “d” would apply if the legislature may not make any changes (or only small technical
changes), or if amendments must be approved by the executive. In these cases, the legislature is essentially able to only
approve or reject the budget as a whole.

Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

Guidelines for Question 100:
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100 (80). Does the legislature have the authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget
Proposal?
a. Yes, the legislature has unlimited authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget
Proposal.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, with
some limitations.
c. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but its
authority is very limited.
d. No, the legislature does not have any authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget
Proposal.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Loi Organique 7-98
Art : 40 – In application of the provisions of Article 51 of the Constitution, any additional article or amendment that would reduce public resources or create or
increase a public expenditure may legally be discarded or rejected. Any other type of additional article or amendment must be justified.
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Comment:
Article 40 of the Organic Law greatly limits the power of the legislature to modify the Executive's Budget Proposal.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Government Comment:
"C." The legislature has the legal authority to amend the Executive Budget, but this authority is very limited. Article 40 of the Organic Law on Finances stipulates that,
in application of the provisions of Article 51 of the Constitution, any additional article or amendment that would reduce public resources or create or increase a public
expenditure may legally be discarded or rejected.
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 101:
This question assesses the level of detail related to expenditures that is provided in the Enacted Budget. Detailed
information can bolster the ability of the legislature to hold the executive accountable for achieving the priorities implicit in
the budget.
101 (81). What is the highest level of detail provided for appropriations (expenditure
budget) in the Enacted Budget approved by the legislature?
a. The Enacted Budget includes program-level detail.
b. The Enacted Budget includes information on administrative units and some additional
details (for instance, subdepartment totals or major programs).

a
b
c
d
e

c. The Enacted Budget includes details only for administrative units.
d. The Enacted Budget includes less information than that for administrative units (same
as departmental totals, but maybe clearer) or the Enacted Budget is not released to the
public.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Loi Organique 7-98
Art : 29 - Les dépenses du budget général sont groupées sous trois titres :
Titre 1: dépenses de fonctionnement ;
Titre 2 : dépenses d'investissement ;
Titre 3 : dépenses relatives au service de la dette publique.
General budget expenditures are presented, under headings, by chapters subdivided into articles, paragraphs and lines, depending on their destination, subject or
type.
For each ministerial department or institution, administrative expenditures are broken down into one chapter for personnel and one chapter for material and
miscellaneous expenses. Expenditures for investment are in a separate chapter for each ministerial department or institution.

Comment:

http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186
The text of the Enacted Budget only contains details for administrative units. So, for each administrative unit, expenditures for personnel, for material and for
LA LOI DE FINANCES
ADOPTEE
investment
are presented.
TABLEAU (B): REPARTITION, PAR DEPARTEMENT MINISTERIEL OU INSTITUTION ET PAR CHAPITRE, DES CREDITS OUVERTS AU TITRE DES
DEPENSES DE FONCTIONNEMENT DU BUDGET GENERAL
TABLEAU (B):REPARTITION, PAR DEPARTEMENT MINISTERIEL OU INSTITUTION ET PAR CHAPITRE, DES CREDITS OUVERTS AU TITRE DES DEPENSES
DE FONCTIONNEMENT DU BUDGET GENERAL
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4761
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Citation:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The legislature enacts the spending budget by chapter (ministerial department), but the budget released to the legislature is detailed in the budgetary texts (a
document entitled “General Budget Expenditures”), attached to the Executive's Budget Proposal. The distribution of Executive Budget expenditures for the year 2011
by administration, by region, by economic code, and by functional code is available on the site of the Ministry of the Economy and Finance.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,17812975&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
Different sectoral committees of the legislature examine and debate these documents prior to enactment of the budget.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"B." IBP agrees with the government that the draft contains detailed information. However, it is lacking details at the program level.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/portal/page?_pageid=53,18170034&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

In some countries, the executive has the power in law to adjust funding levels for specific appropriations during the
execution of the budget (a practice also known as virement). Question 102 asks about shifts between administrative units
(ministries, departments, or agencies), although in some countries the rules for reallocating funds may focus on smaller
units, such as programs or departmental offices. These rules typically correspond to the level of detail provided in the
Enacted Budget adopted by the legislature. Question 103 asks about such individual line item shifts.
The conditions under which the executive may exercise its discretion under virement should be clearly defined in
publicly available regulations or law. In addition, the amount of funds that the executive is allowed to transfer between
administrative units should not be so excessive as to undermine the accountability of the executive to the legislature.
Answer “d” if legislative approval for shifts is not required, or if the executive is authorized in law to shift expenditures in
amounts considered so excessive as to undermine accountability. Please note in the comment section the amount of
funds that the executive is allowed to shift without seeking the approval of the legislature. The definition of “significantly
large” may be subject to debate, but, given that a substantial amount of total expenditure is nondiscretionary in the short
term, an amount of allowable shifts that is above 3 percent of total budgeted expenditures should be considered as
undermining accountability.
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Guidelines for Questions 102 and 103:
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As a best practice, there should be clear rules in law or regulation regarding virement, and the executive should be
required to seek approval from the legislature before making any adjustments to funding levels (response “a” for question
102). Answer “b” if the executive is required to notify the legislature of funding adjustments in advance, in order for the
legislature to have an opportunity to reject or modify such adjustments before they take effect. This represents a lesser
constraint on executive power because in the first case, the proposed changes in funding for administrative units could
only take effect following approval by the legislature; in the second case, they would take effect unless the legislature takes
action to block or modify the proposal.
Budgets across countries vary in the level of detail they present, in other words in “the lowest level at which the
appropriations are legally binding.” Note that in some countries, the line item in the budget is for the administrative unit
and in others it is for the departmental total. However, in some cases there may be even more disaggregated items, which
would not necessarily correspond to an entire departmental total. Question 103 focuses on shifts between such individual
line items.
There are major differences in the number of line items across countries, e.g., about 200 or so in the United Kingdom, 500
in Sweden, and thousands in countries like Germany and the U.S. With fewer line items, the executive’s scope for shifting
funds among programs and activities is extensive (e.g., in the U.K., Australia, and other countries that have outcome-based
appropriations that are highly aggregated). Irrespective of whether the legislature approves appropriations by ministry/
agency, program, function, or economic category, the executive may be required to seek legislative approval for changes
in: 1) every budget line item; 2) most budget line items; or 3) only a few relatively large categories of appropriations. For
question 103, options “a,” “b,” and “c” refer to the different levels of restriction on executive virement for any of the three
types of changes described above. Option “d” must be selected if no legislative approval is needed for any line item shifts.
102 (96). Is the executive required by law or regulation to seek input from the legislature
when it shifts funds between administrative units that receive explicit funding
through the annual budget?
a. Yes, the executive must seek ex ante approval from the legislature before shifting funds
between administrative units.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the executive must give prior notification to the legislature before shifting funds,
giving the legislature an opportunity to block or modify the proposed adjustment within
a predetermined timeframe, beyond which the shift of funds occurs without legislative
approval.
c. Yes, the executive must seek legislative ex post approval, after the shift of funds has been
implemented.

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
loi organique 7-98
Title 4
Legislative authority
Art : 41 – Expenditures may not be undertaken, ordered or paid except within the limit of allocated funds.
These provisions may be derogated to allow allocations to be exceeded in the following cases:
- expenditures connected with the public debt and long-term debt for state pensions;
- expenditures connected with the remuneration of personnel whose number is established by the Finance Act.
In the event that allocations are exceeded to remunerate personnel, as cited above, only statutory provisions in effect at the time of the Finance Act are covered.
Art : 42 – A special chapter that is not attached to any department is opened for unforeseen expenditures and provisional allocations connected with Title I of the
general budget.
Withdrawals from this chapter may be made over the year, to ensure, with a supplementary credit, the coverage of needs that were urgent or unforeseen when the
budget was formulated.
Art : 43 – In case of unavoidable need in the national interest, these supplementary credit may be opened by decree in the course of the year in
application of Article 45 of the Constitution..
Art : 44 – Creation and suppression of employment only can result from provisions in the Finance Act.
Transformation and redeployment of jobs may take place throughout the year according to modalities established by regulations.
Art : 45 – When the economic and financial situation demands, the government may, in the course of the budget year, defer certain expenditures for
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d. No, the executive can shift funds between administrative units without seeking input from
the legislature, or the amount of funds it can shift without legislative approval under the
law is significantly large enough as to undermine public scrutiny and accountability (please
describe arrangements below).
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Comment:
The Organic Law relative to the Finance Act does not provide for funds to be shifted among administrative units. Article 41 of this law states that expenditures may
not be undertaken or paid except within the limit of allocations established in the budget, while it also lists a certain number of exceptions, notably the possibility of
using the funds allocated to the special chapter for urgent or unforeseen expenses. The government, by decree, may even open supplementary. Article 43 of the
Organic Law.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Modification of budget allocations among administrative units requires a revised Finance Act under the same rules of formulation and approval of the Finance
Act of the year (Articles 4 and 31 of the Organic Law relative to the Finance Act.)

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Questions 103:
Note the difference between answers “a,” “b,” and “c.”
The “a” response is appropriate if the executive is required to obtain legislative approval for shifting funds between each
and every budget lines. The “b” response would be appropriate if the executive is required to obtain legislative approval for
most shifts between budget lines, but there are legal provisions (for example in a Public Finance Act or an Organic Budget
Law) that delegate power to the government, i.e., either the minister of finance, the president, or cabinet to decide on the
extent to which spending ministries can shift funds within detailed budget categories. The answer “c” must be selected
if prior legislative approval is required only for shifts between a few large categories of appropriations, e.g. total salaries,
nonsalary current spending (excluding interest payments), or capital expenditures, but the legislature must be given an
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A. The government cannot transfer funds between administrative units according to both Articles 4 and 41 of the Loi Organique n° 7-98 concerning the loi de
finances.
Art : 4 – Only so-called revised finance acts can modify provisions of that year’s finance act over the course of the year..
Art : 41 – Expenditures may not be undertaken, ordered or paid except within the limit of allocated funds.
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opportunity to block or modify other proposed adjustments outside these categories within a predetermined timeframe,
beyond which the shift of funds occurs without approval.
103 (New). Is the executive required seek input from the legislature when it shifts funds
between line items (except when the amounts are below a certain minimal
level specified in law or regulation)?
a. The executive is required to obtain legislative approval for every shift of funds between
budget lines.

a
b
c
d
e

b. The executive is required to obtain legislative approval for most shifts between budget
lines, but there are legal provisions that delegate power to the government to decide on the
extent to which spending ministries can shift funds within the detailed budget.
c. Only shifts between a few large categories of appropriations require prior legislative
approval, but the legislature is given the opportunity to block or modify other proposed
adjustments that do not require prior approval.
d. The executive can shift funds between line items without any restrictions.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
ORGANIC LAW 7-98
Art : 4 – Only so-called revised finance acts can modify provisions of that year’s finance act over the course of the year..
Art : 41 – Expenditures may not be undertaken, ordered or paid except within the limit of allocated funds.
These provisions may be derogated to allow allocations to be exceeded in the following cases :
- expenditures connected with the public debt and long-term debt for state pensions;
- expenditures connected with the remuneration of personnel whose number is established by the Finance Act.
In the event that allocations are exceeded to remunerate personnel, as cited above, only statutory provisions in effect at the time of the Finance Act are covered.

Comment:
Art : 42 – A special chapter that is not attached to any department is opened for unforeseen expenditures and provisional allocations connected with
Title I of the general budget. Withdrawals from this chapter may be made over the year, to ensure, with a supplementary credit, the coverage of needs that were
urgent comment
or unforeseen
the budget
Same
as forwhen
Question
102. was formulated.
Art : 43 – In case of unavoidable need in the national interest, these supplementary credit may be opened by decree in the course of the year in
application of Article 45 of the Constitution..
Art : 44 – Creation and suppression of employment only can result from provisions in the Finance Act.
Transformation and redeployment of jobs may take place throughout the year according to modalities established by regulations.
Art : 45 – When the economic and financial situation demands, the government may, in the course of the budget year, defer certain expenditures for
investment. Relevant legislative committees must be informed.
Art : 46 – General budget allocations for a particular budget year may not be carried forward to the following year.
Nevertheless, and save provisions to the contrary in the Finance Act, funds available for investment expenditures may be carried forward according to modalities
Peer
Reviewer
One
fixed
by regulations.
They
are Comment:
added to the funds available for investment in the Finance Act of the year.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
The analysis is correct since the organic law does not include rules that limit deposits. However, within the executive, the Minister of Finance does control the deposit
of funds.

Government Comment:
"B." In order to ensure that public services function smoothly, legislation allows for regulations that give the government the prerogative of taking steps to adjust the
budget in the context of the normal management of public finances without recourse to the legislature during the year. These prerogatives can come under the
organic finance law or by Decree relative to the formulation and execution of finance acts. For example, the possibility of transforming and shifting budget items
according to provision of Article 44, paragraph 3 of the Organic Law on Finances and the possibility of making deposits within chapters to cover expenditures for
administration and investment in the General Budget, according to the provisions of Article 17 of the decree relative to the formulation and execution of finance acts.
http://www.sgg.gov.ma/orgloif_fr.pdf
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True. Yet, the correct answer should be "d."
ELECTRONIC LINK
:http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 104:
Good practice requires the legislature to be informed of revenues or expenditures that are not included in the Enacted
Budget. For example, if additional revenue is collected unexpectedly during the year, which often happens in oil/mineraldependent countries, and it was not accounted for in the Enacted Budget, there should be a procedure in place to ensure
the legislature is notified and has the opportunity, and authority, to approve or reject any proposed use of these “new” funds.
If such rules were not in place, the executive might deliberately underestimate revenue in the budget proposal it submits to
the legislature, in order to have additional resources to be spent at the executive’s discretion, with no legislative control.
Response “a” applies if the executive is required by law to seek legislative approval for any additional revenue that is
collected during budget execution and was not included in the approved budget, and does so in practice. Option “b”
applies if the executive is required by law to spend the excess revenue for a particular purpose, for example, to use it to
reduce debt, and does so in practice. In the unlikely event that a country does not have a law requiring legislative approval
before spending additional revenue but does so in practice, option “b” applies as well. Option “c” should be selected
if the executive is required by law to seek legislative approval to spend the additional revenue, but in practice this does
not happen. This option should also be selected in the unlikely event in which no legal requirement is in place, but the
executive reports on how it spent the additional revenue ex-post, e.g., in the Year-End Report. Option “d” applies if there are
no laws or regulations in place that prevent the executive from spending unanticipated revenue at its own discretion.

a. When actual revenues are higher than projected in the Enacted Budget, the executive
is required by law or regulation to submit a supplementary budget to the legislature for
approval prior to spending the funds.
b. When actual revenues are higher than projected in the Enacted Budget, the executive has
been authorized by the legislature to spend them only on specified items (e.g., to reduce
the public debt).
c. When actual revenues are higher than projected in the Enacted Budget, the executive is
required by law or regulations to secure legislative approval to spend the funds, but in
practice it uses various means to bypass this requirement (e.g., through an off-budget fund).
d. When actual revenues are higher than projected in the Enacted Budget, there are no legal
or regulatory restrictions on the executive’s use of the funds.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e
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104 (New). What legal or regulatory restrictions are in place on the executive’s discretion
to spend excess revenue that may become available during the budget
execution period?
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Citation:
Loi Organique 7-98
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Comment:
No provision limits the power of the executive to use excess revenues.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Score "c."
Article 41 of Organic Law 7-98 specifies that funds over and above the debt and over and above personnel are limited and that expenditures for personnel are
subject to employment freezes.
Nevertheless, this Article 41 can be circumvented by the provisions of Article 43, which authorizes overruns by decree “in cases of unavoidable necessity.”

Government Comment:
No comment.

IBP Comment:
B. IBP believes that answer “b” is the most appropriate, based on Article 41 of Organic Law N°7-98 relative to the finance law.
Expenditures may not be undertaken, ordered or paid except within the limit of allocated funds.
These provisions may be derogated to allow allocations to be exceeded in the following cases:
- expenditures connected with the public debt and long-term debt for state pensions;
- expenditures connected with the remuneration of personnel whose number is established by the Finance Act.
In the event that allocations are exceeded to remunerate personnel, as cited above, only statutory provisions in effect at the time of the Finance Act are covered.
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Researcher Response:

163

Guidelines for Question 105:
The ability of the legislature to oversee the executive’s management of public resources depends not only on its authority
to amend and approve the budget but also on its authority to review and approve or reject supplemental budget requests.
This authority carries the most weight when the executive must have legislative approval for supplemental budgets prior to
any expenditures above the level in the Enacted Budget.
105 (98). When does the legislature typically approve supplemental budgets?
a. Supplemental budgets are approved before the funds are expended.

a
b
c

b. Supplemental budgets are approved after the funds are expended, or the executive
implements supplemental budgets without ever receiving approval from the legislature
(please specify).
c. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Loi Organique 98
Art : 43 – In the event of unavoidable necessity and in the national interest, supplementary funds may be made available by decree in application of article 45 of the
Constitution.
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Comment:
The Organic Law makes it possible for the government to open supplementary credits by decree without going through the legislature.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"B." Under provisions of Article 43 of Organic Law N°7-98 relative to the Finance Act, the government is authorized, in case of unavoidable need and in the national
interest, to make supplementary funds available, by decree. These decrees must be included in the next Finance Act for ratification by the legislature.
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The answer and comment are correct.
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 106:
This question covers contingency funds that are included in a budget but without a specific, identified purpose. On the one
hand, such funds could be used as a cushion to cover unforeseen expenditures, representing a prudent budget practice.
On the other hand, they could reflect a pool of funds for the executive to spend at its discretion, undermining legislative
oversight. In general, the amount of contingency funds should be limited to a small percentage of total spending. Moreover,
the amounts involved and the purpose for which they are to be used should be identified by the executive and approved by
the legislature before any funds are spent. (General Note: answer the question under the assumption that the legislature
is in session. If different rules apply when the legislature is not in session, this should be noted in the Comment section).
106 (100). When does the legislature approve the expenditure of contingency funds
or other funds for which no specific purpose was identified in the Enacted
Budget?
a. Expenditures are approved before the funds are spent, or contingency funds or other funds
with no specific purposes are not included in the Enacted Budget.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Expenditures are approved after the funds are spent, but before the end of the fiscal year.
c. Expenditures are approved after the end of the fiscal year, for example, in the next Enacted
Budget.
d. Such expenditure takes place without legislative approval.

Citation:
Organic Law 7-98
Art : 42 - A special chapter that is not attached to any department is opened for unforeseen expenditures and provisional allocations connected with Title I of the
general budget.
Withdrawals from this chapter may be made over the year, to ensure, with a supplementary credit, the coverage of needs that were urgent or unforeseen when the
budget was formulated.
http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Comment:
Legislative power does not approve contingency funds.
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e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Score "c"
Ratification is achieved when the Finance Act is enacted, several months after the end of the budget year.

Government Comment:
A. Article 42 of the Organic Finance Law stipulates that: A special chapter that is not attached to any department is opened for unforeseen expenditures and
provisional allocations connected with Title I of the general budget. Withdrawals from this chapter may be made over the year, to ensure, with a supplementary
credit, the coverage of needs that were urgent or unforeseen when the budget was formulated.
Also, Article 39 of the Organic Law on finances stipulates that general budget expenditures are subject to a vote by heading and within the same heading by chapter.

Researcher Response:
"C." I agree with Peer Reviewer Two.

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Questions 107 and 108:

107 (120). Does a committee of the legislature view and scrutinize the audit reports?
a. Yes, all audit reports are scrutinized.
b. Yes, most audit reports are scrutinized.
c. Yes, some audit reports are scrutinized.
d. No, audit reports are not scrutinized.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

A key constitutional role of the legislature in almost all countries is to oversee the government’s management of
public resources. Questions 107 and 108 assess the ability of the legislature to review and act on the findings and
recommendations in audit reports of the government’s budget execution.
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Citation:
ORGANIC LAW 7 -98
Art : 47 – A Budget Review Act presents the definitive amount of collected revenues and payment orders for expenditures for the budget year and signs off on the
results for the year.
This draft law must be tabled by one of the two houses of the legislature no later than the end of the second budget year after the year that the Finance Law is
executed.
It is accompanied by a report from the SAI on the execution of the Finance Act along with a general declaration that the separate accounts in the budget correspond
to the general account of the Kingdom.
ELECTRONIC LINK :http://bdj.mmsp.gov.ma/search/viewArticle.asp?CID=46&ArtID=186

Comment:

The SAI Audit Report is examined by the legislature when the Budget Review Act (final audited budget accounts) is presented to the legislature. Still, the legislature
does not examine any other SAI audit.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

IBP Comment:

Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

Researcher Response:
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108 (122). Does either the supreme audit institution or legislature release to the
public a report that tracks actions taken by the executive to address audit
recommendations?
a. Yes, a comprehensive report is released regularly that tracks actions taken by the executive
to address audit recommendations.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, a report is released, covering key audit recommendations, but some details are
excluded.
c. Yes, a report is released, but it lacks important details.
d. No, a report is not produced, or it is prepared for internal purposes only (please specify).
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
No report is published.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Government Comment:
B. The SAI’s annual activity report includes an exhaustive chapter on the follow-up of recommendations (Chapter II: Follow-up of recommendations made by the SAI
to audited entities 2008), page 560. http://www.courdescomptes.ma/images/stories/Rapport/Rapport2010/Tom1FR.pdf
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Researcher Response:
"B." I agree with the government. In the Audit Report, there is a passage on actions to address the recommendations made in previous audits.

Section Four: The Strength of the Legislature

IBP Comment:
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Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

Section Five: Citizens Budgets
and Public Engagement in the
Budget Process
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General Note for Section 5: The Open Budget Survey Questionnaire 2012 has been revised from the 2008 Questionnaire
to modify existing questions and include additional ones, which required some reordering of existing questions. In order
to allow for easy comparisons with the completed 2008 Questionnaires, we have included the 2008 question number in
parentheses after the 2012 question number. For revised questions, the word “Modified” appears next to the old question
number within the parentheses. For new questions, parentheses with the word “New” in them appear next to the
question number.

The Citizens Budget
Guidelines for Question 109:
A Citizens Budget can take many forms, but its distinguishing feature is that it is designed to reach and be understood by
as large a segment of the population as possible. In order to comply with emerging good practice, a Citizens Budget should
include all of the following six elements: 1) revenue information; 2) expenditure information, in particular it should identify
the priority policies on which the money will be spent; 3) sector specific information and information on the existence of
targeted programs for addressing critical challenges (for example, a program to reduce maternal mortality), including the
distinction between new and existing ones; 4) a description of the budget process; 5) clear contact information for citizens
who want to know more about the budget; and 6) economic assumptions upon which the budget figures are based.
A minimum number of these topics will need to be covered in order to get a “c” (2/6), a “b” (4/6), or an “a” (all 6). If the
Citizens Budget is not released or does not contain at least one of these six elements, response “d” must be selected.

a. The Citizens Budget includes information on all the following six topics: 1) budget process,
2) revenue collection, 3) priority spending and allocations, 4) sector specific information
and targeted programs, 5) contact information for follow up by citizens; and 6) economic
assumptions.
b. The Citizens Budget includes information on at least four of the six topics described
above.
c. The Citizens Budget includes information on at least two of the six topics described above.
d. The Citizens Budget is not sufficiently detailed (it includes at most one of the six topics
described above), or a Citizens Budget is not published (non-existent).
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Brochure on the Finance Act 2011.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4780

Comment:
Issues covered by the brochure are:
- Macroeconomic hypotheses
- Revenues
- Expenditures
- Some targeted programs

a
b
c
d
e

Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

109 (61 Modified). What is the most detail provided by the Citizens Budget?
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
A. The brochure for the year 2011 is a first step toward the establishment of a Citizens Budget. The Ministry of Economy and Finance, for the first time, has drawn up
a Citizens Budget for the year 2012 that contains all the information necessary to know: data on revenues, data on expenditures, data specific to sectors and
information on the existence of programs aimed to rise to the principal challenges, a description of the budget process, and clear indicators for citizens and economic
hypotheses on which budget figures are based. http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=6215

Researcher Response:

IBP sticks to answer "b," we have not identified content other than that described by the researcher.

Guidelines for Question 110:
Citizens Budgets should be made available to a variety of audiences: therefore, paper versions and Internet posting of
a document might not be sufficient. Option “a” should be selected for this question if the executive is using different
combinations of creative media tools (three or more) that aim at reaching the majority of the population, including
those who otherwise would not have access to such a document or information, and enabling them to learn about the
Citizens Budget and its content. Dissemination would also be pursued at the very local level, so that the coverage is both
geographical and by population group (e.g., women, elderly, high income, low income, urban, rural, etc). Option “b” is the
appropriate answer if significant dissemination efforts are made through a combination of two means of communication,
for instance, posting the Citizens Budget on the executive’s official website and distributing printed copies of such a
document. Option “c” would be for cases in which the Citizens Budget is disseminated by using only one means, i.e., a
document posted on the executive’s official website, a radio program, the distribution of printed copies.
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IBP Comment:
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110 (New). How is the Citizens Budget disseminated to the public?
a. A Citizens Budget is disseminated widely through a combination of at least three different
appropriate tools and media (such as the Internet, billboards, radio programs, newspapers,
etc.).

a
b
c
d
e

b. A Citizens Budget is published by using at least two, but less than three, means of
dissemination, but no other dissemination efforts are undertaken by the executive.
c. A Citizens Budget is disseminated only by using one means.
d. A Citizens Budget is not published.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Interview with head of the Budget Office.

Comment:
The brochure is printed on paper and posted on the Internet
The print version is distributed to certain departments in the Ministry of Finance. It is noted that this distribution has been limited.

True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
A. The 2011 Finance Act is published in two formats: paper and electronic (Internet): http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4780
The Ministry of Economy and Finance has established a communications plan to ensure wide circulation of the 2012 Citizens Budget.

Researcher Response:
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Peer Reviewer One Comment:
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IBP Comment:
"B." Since there were two means of publication, answer "b" is correct.

Guidelines for Question 111:
What the public wants to know about the budget might be different from what the executive includes in the technical
documents that might be the Executive’s Budget Proposal or the Enacted Budget; similarly, different perspectives might
exist on how the budget should be presented, and this may vary depending on the context. For this reason the executive
should consult with the public on the content and presentation of the Citizens Budget.
Examples of mechanisms through which the executive can consult widely with the public include focus groups, social
networks, surveys, hotlines, and meetings/events in universities or places where people gather to discuss public issues. In
cases where Citizens Budgets are consistently produced and released, it might be sufficient for the government to provide
the public with contact information and feedback opportunities and to use the resulting information to improve how it
manages public resources.
Option “b” would apply if the government consults with many different stakeholders but uses only one means for such
consultation (e.g., a focus group, a survey, a hotline, etc.).

111 (New). Are the public’s priorities on budget information taken into consideration by
the executive while drafting the Citizens Budget?
a. The executive widely consults with the public, with many different stakeholders and using
many different means, to identify its informational requirements prior to publishing a
Citizens Budget.
b. The executive undertakes consultations with the different stakeholders to identify its
informational requirements prior to publishing a Citizens Budget, but it uses a single
means.
c. The executive undertakes limited consultations with the public, i.e., one set of experts, to
identify its informational requirements prior to publishing a Citizens Budget.
d. The executive does not consult with the citizens before publishing a Citizens Budget, or a
Citizens Budget is not published.
e. Not Applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

a
b
c
d
e

Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

Option “c” should be selected if the government does consult with a number of civil society organizations but only with a
set of experts it selects. Option “d” applies the executive seeks no feedback from civil society or the broader public.
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Comment:
No consultation of this type is organized.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 112:
While the Citizens Budget was initially conceived as a simplified version of the Executive’s Budget Proposal or the Enacted
Budget, good practice is evolving and suggests that Citizens Budgets should be produced for each of the key budget
documents that are produced throughout the four phases of the budget process. While it is recognized that it may be
unreasonable to expect that a Citizens Budget is produced for each and every one of those key documents, it seems
acceptable to expect that according to good practice, the executive releases a Citizens Budget for each of the four stages of
the budget process to allow citizens to be aware of what is happening, in terms of public financial management, throughout
the entire budget cycle.
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Researcher Response:
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112 (New). Are Citizens Budgets published throughout the budget process?
 itizens Budgets are published at each of the four stages of the budget process (budget
a. C
formulation, enactment, execution, and audit).
b. Citizens Budgets are published for at least two of the four stages of the budget process.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Citizens Budgets are published for at least one stage of the budget process.
d. A Citizens Budget is not published.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Brochure on the Finance Act 2011.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4780

Comment:
The brochure only concerns the adopted budget.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"B." A brochure is published on the Budget Proposal and the enacted Finance Act.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/esp_doc/util/file.jsp?iddoc=4780

Researcher Response:
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True.
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IBP Comment:
There is only one document, IBP maintains answer "c."

Guidelines for Question 113:
A very preliminary step that precedes the release of a Citizens Budget is the provision of a glossary with clearly presented,
detailed definitions of the budget terms used in the document.
113 (62). Does the executive make available to the public accessible, nontechnical
definitions of terms used in the budget and other budget-related documents (for
instance, in a glossary)?
a. Yes, clear and detailed definitions of budget terms are provided.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, definitions are provided, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, some definitions are provided, but it lacks important details.
d. No, definitions are not provided.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The executive does not produce any glossary for the public.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
Answer "B"
A glossary is published on the Ministry of Finance website
http://www.finances.gov.ma/depf/dpeg_action/genre/ateliers/lexique_budgetaire.pdf
This glossary is quite detailed but some definitions are missing or lacking in precision (ex. the definition of the deficit which uses the term "resources” instead of
“revenues,” while “resources” usually includes financing, in addition to revenues)

Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

Interview with Head of Budget Division.
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Government Comment:
"A." A guide to the budget reform, posted on the Ministry of Economy and Finance website, contains a simplified and detailed glossary that facilitates understanding
and clarifies concepts in the budget area.
http://www.finances.gov.ma/BSG/pdfs/guide_reforme_budgfr.pdf
http://www.finances.gov.ma/BSG/pdfs/guide_reforme_budg.pdf

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:
"B." IBP agrees with Peer Reviewer Two that the government publishes a glossary. Although the document is informative, it is not exhaustive.

Public Engagement in the Budget Process
Executive: Public Engagement During Budget Formulation and Execution
Legal frameworks provide the strongest guarantee that individuals and communities can participate in the budget
formulation and execution processes implemented by the executive. They also can enable sustained public engagement
processes and prevent them from being applied arbitrarily in certain periods and withdrawn in others at the executive’s
discretion.
Note the distinction between “a” and “b” responses. If the executive is required by a law, regulation, or formal procedural
obligations to engage with the public during both budget formulation and execution phases, the “a” response should be
selected. If the executive is required by a law, regulation, or formal policy to engage with the public during either the budget
formulation phase or the budget execution phase, the “b” response should be selected.
Note the distinction between “c” and “d” responses. Response “c” applies if there are no formal requirements for the
executive to engage with the public during the process, but nonetheless the executive does engage with the public during
some stage of the budget process. Option “d” applies if there are no formal requirements for the executive to engage with
the public during the budget process, and in practice the executive does not engage with the public in any of the stages of
the budget process.
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Guidelines for Question 114:
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114 (New). Is the executive formally required to engage with the public during the budget
process?
a. Yes, a law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage
with the public during both the budget formulation and the budget execution processes.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, a law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage
with the public during one of either the budget formulation or the budget execution
processes but not both.
c. No, no formal requirement exists requiring the executive to engage with the public during
either the budget formulation or execution processes, but informal procedures exist to
enable the public to engage with the budget formulation or execution processes.
d. No, no formal requirement exists and the executive does not engage with the public during
the budget process.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Organic Law 7-98 relative to the Finance Act
See the Budget Office manual, page 90, at http://www.un.org.ma/IMG/pdf/unifem_22_fr.pdf

Comment:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." Under Article 27 of the constitution, the public has the right to access the information: “Citizens have the right to access information held by the public
administration, elected institutions, and organisms charged with providing public services.”

Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

There is no rule or regulation that obliges the government to make it possible for the public to participate in the budget process.
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Researcher Response:
"D." I stand by my answer. It is true that the constitution provides for the citizens’ right to information, but this does not mean that the government is obliged to consult
the public during the budget process.

IBP Comment:
"D." IBP agrees with researcher.

Guidelines for Question 115:
Every time the executive implements a public consultation mechanism, it should clearly disclose to the public, with due
advance notice, the purpose of such consultations. Establishing the purpose will guide decisions about who to involve,
how to select participants, what activities they will be involved in, what information will be shared or collected, and how the
executive will use the collected information, thereby managing the public’s expectations.

•

identifying services and service levels that meet the public’s preferences;

•

improving efficiency and effectiveness and reducing wastage and corruption in the delivery of government services;

•

establishing long-term strategies to provide for a fiscally sustainable future; or

•	ensuring that capital investment decisions, such as the location of infrastructure elements, are informed by
public input.
Answer “a” should be selected if the executive provides adequate notice of its proposed consultations and makes adequate
information available in advance so that the public can engage in an informed and prepared manner. A “b” answer applies
if the government provides some level of notifications but, while provided in a timely manner, the notifications either do not
provide adequate information or they are provided for some but not all public engagement processes. If the executive does
not provide this information to the public in all instances or does not provide it in a timely manner, a “c” answer should be
selected.

Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

Example of “purposes” may include the following (individual executive agencies may identify other purposes):
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115 (New). Does the executive clearly, and in a timely manner, articulate its purpose for
engaging the public during the budget formulation and execution processes?
a. Yes, the executive clearly identifies what it hopes to achieve from its public engagement
mechanisms during the budget process and publicizes this information well in advance of
each public engagement.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the executive identifies what it hopes to achieve from each of its public engagement
mechanisms and publicizes this information well in advance of each public engagement,
but some of the stated objectives are vague; or the executive identifies what it hopes to
achieve from some but not all of its public engagement mechanisms and publicizes this
information well in advance of the public engagement.
c. Yes, the executive identifies and publicizes what it hopes to achieve from some of its public
engagement mechanisms, but this information is not provided to the public in a timely
manner prior to the engagement process.
d. No, the executive does not identify the purposes for engaging the public during the budget
process, or the executive does not engage with the public during the budget process.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Organic Law 7-98 relative to the Finance Act
See the Budget Office manual, page 90, at http://www.un.org.ma/IMG/pdf/unifem_22_fr.pdf

The public is not involved in the process.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Comment:
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Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 116:
The executive and its agencies may solicit information for general purposes, such as strategic planning, or may solicit
targeted input on specific projects, plans, or initiatives.

Examples of mechanisms used by governments for soliciting public input include:
•

surveys, either in person or via mail, phone, or Internet;

•

focus groups;

•

interviews;

•

comment (or point of service) cards;

•

technical inputs from specialized members of the public or of organized civil society; and

•

public meetings, such as public hearings, “Town Hall” meetings, and community vision sessions.

In cases when limited time and resources are a constraint or the executive is unable to engage with all members of the
public, public engagement can be limited to specific segments of the public so long as those segments are identified
transparently and without discrimination. For example, one method is to create standing lists of individuals and
civil society organizations interested in a variety of different budget issues in order to contact these individuals and
organizations when their issue(s) arise. Those parties interested in being included on such standing lists should receive
clear and timely information on how they can join the lists, and there should be no discrimination or exclusions in compiling
such lists.
Another possible mechanism is to create standing advisory groups on a variety of specific topics. Such advisory
groups should include civil society members that operate in different parts of the country and not just organizations
based in the capital city. The members of these advisory groups would be required to reach out to those individuals and
organizations engaged on these topics to identify their positions, in order to represent their concerns to the advisory group
and the executive.
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Unless there is a compelling reason to target only certain segments of the public, public engagement approaches should
allow and encourage broad-based engagement.
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Response “a” should be selected if the executive has created adequate and appropriate mechanisms for public
engagement that are accessible and widely publicized in practice to a majority of citizens (or those in specific demographic
groups as appropriate for various consultation opportunities). This may require different government agencies to create
their own mechanisms for public engagement in order to make these opportunities widely accessible to different segments
of the public.
Response “b” should be selected if practical and well-designed mechanisms for public engagement are established but are
either not accessible or not widely publicized to a majority of citizens (or to the targeted demographic groups).
Response “c” should be selected if the executive has created some forms of public engagement but they are not
sufficiently well designed to be meaningful or accessible to the public (or to the targeted demographic groups). Typically
this is when the executive has made only a token effort at public engagement with poorly designed and inaccessible
engagement mechanisms.
116 (New). Has the executive established practical and accessible mechanisms to identify
the public’s perspective on budget priorities?
a. Yes, the executive has established appropriate mechanisms to identify the public’s
perspective on budget priorities, and these mechanisms are accessible in practice to a
majority of the public.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the executive has established appropriate mechanisms to identify the public’s
perspective on budget priorities, but these mechanisms are accessible in practice only to
some but not to a majority of the public.
c. Yes, the executive has established some mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on
budget priorities, but these mechanisms are not effective or practical or are not accessible
in practice to a majority of the public.

e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Organic Law 7-98 relative to the Finance Act
See the Budget Office manual, page 90, at http://www.un.org.ma/IMG/pdf/unifem_22_fr.pdf

Comment:
There are no mechanisms in place from the government side to ask the public about their budget priorities.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.
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d. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective
on budget priorities.
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

Guidelines for Question 117:
See Guidelines for Question 116, but rather than referring to the budget formulation phase, this question applies to
budget execution. The mechanisms for public engagement in the formulation phase might change for execution, but the
requirement for them to be adequate and effective remains valid.
117 (New). Has the executive established practical and accessible mechanisms to identify
the public’s perspective on budget execution?
a. Yes, the executive has established appropriate mechanisms to identify the public’s
perspective on budget execution, and these mechanisms are accessible in practice to a
majority of the public.
b. Yes, the executive has established appropriate mechanisms to identify the public’s
perspective on budget execution, and these mechanisms are accessible in practice to
some but not to a majority of the public.
c. Yes, the executive has established some mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on
budget execution, but these mechanisms are not effective or practical or are not accessible
in practice to the public.
d. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective
on budget execution.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).

a
b
c
d
e

Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

IBP Comment:
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Citation:
Organic Law 7-98 relative to the Finance Act
See the Budget Office manual, page 90, at http://www.un.org.ma/IMG/pdf/unifem_22_fr.pdf

Comment:
There are no mechanisms in place from the government side to ask the public about their budget priorities.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

No comment.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 118:
People who engage with the executive on determining the annual budget and in budget execution processes want to know
what was done with their input and whether they affected the final budget decisions or contributed to stronger policies and
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Government Comment:
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better service delivery. It is only when the executive provides such feedback that it becomes accountable and responsive
to the public. Therefore, the executive should systematically collect, maintain, monitor, and evaluate information gained
from public involvement activities. The executive should also maintain contact information for individuals and groups that
want to be involved in specific budget issues, and it should use multiple communication mechanisms to ensure that those
that want to be involved are notified of opportunities to engage in and decisions regarding these issues.
The executive should explain to those who participated in its public engagement mechanisms, and to the broader public,
how this engagement has informed budget plans and execution. It also should gather feedback on the public’s perception
of how successful these processes and their outcomes have been. This type of engagement is particularly important for
those members of the public who put effort into participating. There may be certain legitimate situations in which the
executive may choose to withhold the identity of a person providing inputs on the budget, for instance, if the safety of the
person is of concern (e.g., such situations may arise over corruption complaints).
An answer “a” should be selected for question 118 if the executive issues extensive, detailed reports on the inputs it
received from the public and how it used this input to develop its budget plans and improve budget execution. The answer
“b” should be selected if such reports are issued on either budget planning or budget execution consultations but not both.
A “c” answer should be selected if the reports are vague and do not clearly identify what inputs were received and how
these inputs were used by the executive.
118 (New). Does the executive provide formal, detailed feedback to the public on how its
inputs have been used to develop budget plans and improve budget execution?
a. Yes, the executive issues extensive, detailed reports on the inputs and comments it received
from the public and how it used this information to develop its budget plans and improve
budget execution.

a
b
c
d
e

c. Yes, the executive issues only limited reports that provide inadequate feedback on how it has
used inputs from the public to develop its budget plans or to improve budget execution.
d. No, the executive does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public through
public consultations, or it does not engage with the public during the budget process.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Organic Law 7-98 relative to the Finance Act
See the Budget Office manual, page 90, at http://www.un.org.ma/IMG/pdf/unifem_22_fr.pdf

Comment:
The public is not involved in the process.

Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

b. Yes, the executive issues extensive, detailed reports on the inputs and comments it received
from the public and how it used this information either to develop its budget plans or improve
budget execution but not both.

186

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

Legislature: Public Engagement During Budget Enactment
Guidelines for Questions 119-122:
Questions 119-122 examine the legislature’s practices regarding legislative hearings on various aspects of the budget.
The questions focus on committee hearings because they typically are more substantive than debates that involve the
entire legislature. Hearings may be considered public if members of the press and public are free to attend them, or if the
hearings are broadcast in a medium that is easily accessible to the majority of the population, such as radio or television.
Please mark the “d” response for these questions if hearings are held but do not meet either of these two conditions.
Members of the executive who are invited to testify at these hearings may include the head or staff members of the central
bank. Members of the public who are invited to testify at such hearings could include any individual, organization, or
association independent of national government.
Members of the public can include private citizens; academics and representatives of public or private research institutes
(if the research they produce is substantially free of government control or interference); and representatives of civil society
organizations, community-based organizations, trade unions, churches or religious organizations, or other types
of associations.
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IBP Comment:
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119 (75). Does a legislative committee (or committees) hold public hearings on the
macroeconomic and fiscal framework presented in the budget in which
testimony from the executive branch and the public is heard?
a. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which
testimony is heard from the executive branch and a wide range of constituencies.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, public hearings are held in which testimony is heard from the executive branch and
some constituencies.
c. Yes, public hearings are held in which testimony from the executive branch is heard, but no
testimony from the public is heard.
d. No, public hearings are not held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which
testimony from the executive branch and the public is heard.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Article 66 of the Rules of Procedure of the House of Councilors
http://www.chambredesconseillers.org/lois_reglementaires.php?id=5 en arabe

Comment:

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
A. Under Article 27 of the Constitution, the public has the right to access the information: “Citizens have the right to access information held by the public
administration, elected institutions, and organisms charged with providing public services.”
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Audiences are members of the public, but there are no contributions from the public.
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Researcher Response:
"C." I stand by my answer. It is true that the constitution provides for the citizens’ right to information, but this does not mean that the government is obliged to consult
the public during the budget process.

IBP Comment:
"C." IBP agrees with the researcher.

120 (76). Do legislative committees hold public hearings on the individual budgets of
central government administrative units (i.e., ministries, departments, and
agencies) in which testimony from the executive branch is heard?
a. Yes, extensive public hearings are held on the budgets of administrative units in which
testimony from the executive branch is heard.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, public hearings are held, covering key administrative units, in which testimony from the
executive branch is heard.

d. No, public hearings are not held on the budgets of administrative units in which testimony
from the executive branch is heard.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:
Article 66 of Interior Regulations of the Legislature
http://www.chambredesconseillers.org/lois_reglementaires.php?id=5 en arabe

Comment:
Administrative unit budgets are debated in the course of public meetings with legislative committees.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

c. Yes, a limited number of public hearings are held in which testimony from the executive
branch is heard.
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Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
C. Hearings are open to the public, but the public does not contribute/participate. Article 66 of Interior Regulations of the Legislature.
http://www.chambredesconseillers.org/lois_reglementaires.php?id=5 en arabe

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

121 (77). Does a legislative committee (or committees) hold public hearings on the
individual budgets of central government administrative units (i.e., ministries,
departments, and agencies) in which testimony from the public is heard?
a. Yes, extensive public hearings are held on the budgets of administrative units in which
testimony from the public is heard.
b. Yes, public hearings are held, covering key administrative units, in which testimony from the
public is heard.
c. Yes, a limited number of public hearings are held in which testimony from the public is
heard.
d. No, public hearings are not held on the budgets of administrative units in which testimony
from the public is heard.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

a
b
c
d
e
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IBP agrees with the government’s comment.
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Comment:
No contribution from the public during these audiences.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." In the context of the legislature’s examination of the Budget Proposal, legislative committees organize (in the presence of different mass media) working
sessions with relevant members of the executive to discuss the different provisions of said draft law, as well as the budgets of ministerial departments. (Article 66 of
Interior Regulations of the Legislature):
http://www.chambredesconseillers.org/lois_reglementaires.php?id=5 en arabe

IBP Comment:
"D." IBP agrees with the researcher. Since the public cannot intervene in the committees, the answer to this question should be “d.”
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122 (78). Do the legislative committees that hold public hearings release reports to the
public on these hearings?
a. Yes, the committees release very informative reports, which include all written and spoken
testimony presented at the hearings.

a
b
c
d
e

b. Yes, the committees release reports, but some details are excluded.
c. Yes, the committees release reports, but they are not very informative.
d. No, the committees do not release reports, or do not hold public hearings.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

Comment:
The committees do not organize public audiences.

True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
"A." The committees publish very informative reports that include all the written testimony presented at the hearings.
http://www.parlement.ma/images/jallasat_pdf/172.pdf
http://www.parlement.ma/_sitenation.php?filename=20110321122147779
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Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Supreme Audit Institutions: Public Engagement During Audit
Guidelines for Question 123:
When deciding its audit agenda, the supreme audit institution (SAI) may undertake audits on a sample of agencies,
projects, and programs in the country; and such selection could be based on complaints and suggestions from members
of the public. To receive such suggestions, the SAI may create formal mechanisms, such setting up a website, hotline, or
office (or assigning staff to liaise with the public).

Response “a” should be selected if practicably accessible and widely publicized mechanisms are in place to enable
the public to both help determine the audit agenda and participate in formal audit investigations. Response “b” should
be selected if such mechanisms exist in practice, but only either to enable members of the public to help determining
the audit agenda or to participate in the audit investigations (i.e., the public does not have the opportunity to do both).
Response “c” should be selected if such mechanisms exist but are not accessible to a majority of the public.
123 (119 Modified). Does the supreme audit institution (SAI) maintain formal mechanisms
through which the public can participate in the audit process?
a. Yes, the SAI has established accessible mechanisms for public engagement through
which the public can assist in formulating its audit program (by identifying the agencies,
programs, or projects that should be audited) and can participate in audit investigations
(as respondents, witnesses, etc.).
b. Yes, the SAI has established accessible mechanisms for public engagement through
which the public can assist in formulating its audit program (by identifying the agencies,
programs, or projects that should be audited) or can participate in audit investigations (as
respondents, witnesses, etc.), but the SAI has not established mechanisms that enable the
public to participate in both processes.
c. Yes, the SAI has established some mechanisms for public engagement through which the
public can assist in formulating its audit program (by identifying the agencies, programs, or
projects that should be audited) and/or participate in audit investigations (as respondents,
witnesses, etc.), but these mechanisms are not accessible in practice to a majority of the
public.
d. No, the SAI does not maintain any formal mechanisms of communication with the public.
e. Not applicable.

a
b
c
d
e
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In addition to seeking public input to determine its audit agenda, the SAI may wish to provide formal opportunities for the
public and civil society organizations to participate in the actual audit investigations, as witnesses or respondents.
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Citation:

Comment:
No formal mechanism allowing the public to participate in the audit process.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

No comment.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 124:
Merely publishing audit reports does not ensure that the findings from these reports will be properly understood by the
public or will even come to the public’s attention. To help ensure that the public becomes aware of its audit findings,
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the supreme audit institution (SAI) could create mechanisms to conduct regular outreach to specific individuals and civil
society organizations about audit findings. Examples could include:
•

creating a public information office;

•

developing a media strategy to cover audit findings;

•

organizing town hall meetings and other public hearings on audit findings; or

•	issuing simple summaries of audit reports (the audit equivalent of Citizens Budgets) that can be easily understood
by citizens (extra points for publishing these summaries in multiple languages used in the country).
124 (New). Does the SAI maintain any communication with the public regarding its audit
reports beyond simply making these reports publicly available?
a. Yes, in addition to publishing audit reports, the SAI maintains other mechanisms of
communication to make the public aware of audit findings (such as maintaining an office
that regularly conducts outreach activities to publicize previously released audit findings).

a
b
c

b. No, the SAI does not maintain any formal mechanisms of communication with the public
beyond publishing audit reports.
c. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Comment:
The SAI does not have formal communication mechanisms with the public.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:
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Government Comment:
No comment.

Researcher Response:

IBP Comment:

Guidelines for Question 125:

125 (New). Does the supreme audit institution (SAI) provide formal, detailed feedback to
the public on how their inputs have been used to determine its audit program
or in audit reports?
a. Yes, the SAI issues extensive, detailed reports on the inputs it received from the public
through public consultations and provides feedback on how the SAI has used these inputs
to develop its audit program or its audit reports.
b. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public through public
consultations and provides limited feedback on how the SAI has used these inputs to
develop its audit program or its audit reports.
c. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public through public
consultations, but these reports provide no feedback on how the SAI has used these inputs
to develop its audit program or its audit reports.
d. No, the SAI does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public through public
consultations or provide any feedback on how the SAI has used these inputs to develop its
audit program or its audit reports.
e. Not applicable/other (please comment).
Citation:

a
b
c
d
e
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This question is very similar to question 118 in that it seeks to determine the level to which the supreme audit institution
provides the public with information on the input into the audit process provided by the public and on whether, and how,
that input influenced audits or the audit process. For further guidance on answering this question, please refer to the
guidelines for question 118.
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Comment:
There is no public participation in the budgetary process. The SAI does not consult the public.

Peer Reviewer One Comment:
True.

Peer Reviewer Two Comment:

Government Comment:
No comment.

IBP Comment:

Section Five: Citizens Budgets and Public Engagement in the Budget Process

Researcher Response:
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