Open Budget Survey 2015

Costa Rica
Section 1. Public Availability of Budget Docs. “Section One: The Availability of Budget
Documents” contains a series of four tables that allow the researcher to examine
and map the public availability and dissemination of its country’s key budget
documents (i.e., Pre-Budget Statement, Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP) and
Supporting EBP Documents, Citizens Budget, Enacted Budget, In-Year Reports, MidYear Review, Year-End Report, and Audit Report), as well as any national laws
regulating budget processes and financial management. Once filled in, these tables
will serve as a foundation for the completion of the rest of the questionnaire, as
researchers will reference the specific documents cited in the tables to answer the
questions contained in Sections 2-5 of the questionnaire.
Table 1. Key Budget Documents

Costa Rica
BUDGET DOCUMENT

Full Title

Fiscal Year the Budget
Document Refers to

Date of Publication

Pre-Budget Statement

No disponible

No disponible

No disponible

2014

01-Setiembre-2013

Presentación de
Executive's Budget
Proposal (EBP)

Proyecto de Ley de
Presupuesto Ordinario
y Extraordinario de la
República, para el
ejercicio económico

2014
Exposición de motivos
Proyecto de Ley
Supporting EBP

Presupuesto Ordinario
y Extraordinario de la

2014

01-Setiembre-2013

2014

01-Setiembre-2013

2014

01-Setiembre-2013

2014

5-Diciembre-2013

2014

01-Setiembre-2013

2014

19-Febrero-2014

Additional in-year
report

Cifras mensuales de
Ingresos, Gastos y
Financiamiento del
Gobierno Central
Febrero 2014

2014

24-Marzo-2014

Additional in-year
report

Cifras mensuales de
Ingresos, Gastos y
Financiamiento del
Gobierno Central Abril
2014

2014

21-Abril-2014

Mid-Year Review

No disponible

No disponible

No disponible

Document

República para el
Ejercicio Económico
2014

Supporting EBP

Resúmenes Globales
sobre Ingresos y

Document

Egresos Presupuesto
2014

Supporting EBP
Document

Marco Fiscal
Presupuestario de
Mediano Plazo 2013 2018
Ley 9193 Presupuesto

Enacted Budget

Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la
República de Costa Rica
para el Ejercicio
Económico 2014.

Citizens Budget
(for EBP or Enacted Budget)

El Presupuesto
Nacional en Costa Rica
Cifras mensuales de
Ingresos, Gastos y

In-Year Report

Financiamiento del
Gobierno Central Enero
2014

Gobierno de la

República: Informe de
Resultados Físicos de

Year-End Report

los Programas

2013

1-Marzo-2014

2013

5-Mayo-2014

Ejecutados Ejercicio
Económico 2013
Controloría General de
la República, Memoria

Audit Report

Anual 2013

Sources: Does not apply
Comments: No aplica
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 2a. Details about Availability

Costa Rica
Budget Documents
Tick box if answer to the questions is “yes”
PreBudget
Statement

Executive’s Budget
Proposal

Enacted Budget

Citizens Budget

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public
in hard copy, with charge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public
in hard copy, NO charge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced at all?

Is it produced for internal
purposes only?
Is it published too late
compared to the accepted
timeframe?

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, NO charge?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

in soft copy, with charge?

Is it available to the public online?

Tomo 1:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr
/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA
131A_05_12_2013.pdf
Tomo 2:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr
/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA
131B_05_12_2013.pdf
Tomo 3:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr
/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA
http://www.hacienda.go
If available online, provide
internet/URL address

.cr/contenido/12486N/A

proyecto-de-ley-delpresupuesto-de-larepublica-2014

131C_05_12_2013.pdf
Tomo 4:

http://www.hacienda.go

http://www.gaceta.go.cr

.cr/docs/5228c0e0637a

/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA
131D_05_12_2013.pdf

1_Folleto_Presupuesto_
Nacional.pdf

Tomo 5:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr
/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA
131E_05_12_2013.pdf
Tomo 6:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr
/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA
131F_05_12_2013.pdf
Tomo 7:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr
/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA
131G_05_12_2013.pdf

Is it machine readable?
[only for electronic copies]

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is there a “citizens version”
of the budget document?

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Sources: Ninguna
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER

N/A

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 2b. Details about Availability

Costa Rica
Budget Documents
Tick box if answer to the questions is “yes”
MidIn-Year Report

Year
Review

Year-End Report

Audit Report

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced for internal

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

purposes only?

No

No

No

No

Is it published too late

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in hard copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in hard copy, NO charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public
in soft copy, NO charge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced at all?

compared to the accepted
timeframe?

Is it available to the public online?

If available online, provide
internet/URL address

Is it machine readable?
[only for electronic copies]

http://www.hacienda.go
.cr/contenido/139cifras-mensuales-deingresos-gastos-y颞〩nanciamiento-delgobierno-central

N/A

http://www.hacienda.go
.cr/contenido/12767informe-anual-deevaluacion-2013

http://www.cgr.go.cr/re
v_dig/mem_anual/2013/
颞〩les/assets/downloads/
publicacion.pdf

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is there a “citizens version”
of the budget document?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Sources: Ninguna
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 3. When Are the Key Budget Documents Made Available to
the Public?

Costa Rica
Pre-Budget Statement: When is the Pre-Budget Statement made available to the public?
100. At least four months in advance of the budget year, and at least one month before the executive’s budget proposal is
introduced in the legislature
67. At least two months, but less than four months, in advance of the budget year, and at least one month before the
executive’s budget proposal is introduced in the legislature
33. Less than two months in advance of the budget year, but at least one month before the executive’s budget proposal is
introduced in the legislature
0. Does not release to the public, or is released less than one month before the executive’s budget proposal is introduced to
the legislature
Executive Budget Proposal: When is the Executive Budget Proposal made available to the public?
100. At least three months in advance of the budget year, and in advance of the budget being approved by the legislature
67. At least two months, but less than three months, in advance of the budget year, and in advance of the budget being
approved by the legislature
33. Less than two months in advance of the budget year, but at least in advance of the budget being approved by the
legislature
0. Does not release to the public, or is released after the budget has been approved by the legislature
Enacted Budget: When is the Enacted Budget made available to the public?
100. Two weeks or less after the budget has been enacted
67. Between two weeks and six weeks after the budget has been enacted
33. More than six weeks, but less than three months, after the budget has been enacted
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than three months after the budget has been enacted
In-Year Report: When are In-Year Reports made available to the public?
100. At least every month, and within one month of the period covered

67. At least every quarter, and within three months of the period covered
33. At least semi-annually, and within three months of the period covered
0. Does not release to the public
Mid-Year Review: How long after the mid-point in the fiscal year
(i.e., six months into the fiscal year) is the Mid-Year Review made available to the public?
100. Six weeks or less after the mid-point
67. Nine weeks or less, but more than six weeks, after the mid-point
33. More than nine weeks, but less than three months, after the mid-point
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than three months after the mid-point
Year-End Report: How long after the end of the budget year is the Year-End Report made available to the public?
100. Six months or less after the end of the budget year
67. Nine months or less, but more than 6 months, after the end of the budget year
33. More than nine months, but within 12 months, after the end of the budget year
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than 12 months after the end of the budget year
Audit Report: How long after the end of the fiscal year are the final annual
expenditures of national departments audited and released (except for secret programs)?
100. Six months or less after the end of the budget year
67. 12 months or less, but more than 6 months, after the end of the budget year
33. More than 12 months, but within 18 months, after the end of the budget year
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than 18 months after the end of the budget year

Sources: Ninguna
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 4. General Questions

Costa Rica
YES/NO

If yes, additional information;
If no, please note N/A in the text box.
a) Ministerio de
Hacienda -sección
Presupuesto de la
República-:

http://www.hacienda.go
.cr/contenido/12487presupuesto-de-larepublica c) Contraloría
General de la República
Is there a website or web portal

Yes

for government fiscal information?

No

www.cgr.go.cr f)
Dirección Nacional de
Presupuesto Nacional:
http://www.hacienda.go
.cr/contenido/423direccion-general-depresupuesto-nacional
d) Ministerio de
Plani颞〩cación:
http://www.mideplan.g
o.cr e) Banco Central
de Costa Rica:
www.bccr.颞〩.cr
a)Constitución Política.
Artículos 176:187 sobre
Hacienda Pública.
Igualmente los artículos
85, 170 y 177 con
destinos especí颞〩cos b)

Is there a law (or laws) guiding

Yes

public financial management?

No

Ley 8131 Ley de la
Administración
Financiera de la
República y
Presupuestos Públicos
c) Ley 7428 Ley
Orgánica de la
Contraloría General de
la República

Are there additional laws regulating:
• Access to information?
• Transparency?
• Citizens participation?

Yes
No

N/A

Sources: Ninguna
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 2. Comprehensiveness of the Executive's Budget Proposal

001. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year that are classified by administrative unit (that is, by
ministry, department, or agency)?

A. Yes, administrative units accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, administrative units accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, administrative units accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by administrative unit.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: La propuesta de presupuesto del Ejecutivo (EBP): "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la República, para el ejercicio económico 2014", la información de egresos, en datos agregados, se clasifica
por Ministerios y otras unidades administrativas. El detalle de la información, se ubica en el documento PP-Anexo, en las
páginas 08-09, asimismo se encuentra disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf Información detallada y no
agregada de los presupuestos de cada uno de los Ministerios y diferentes instituciones se encuentran disponibles en el
siguiente enlace: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-del-presupuesto-de-la-republica-2014
Comments: The Executive´s Budget Proposal includes the section PP-Annex, on pages 06-07 it provides a summary of the
total amount of revenue and expenditures. Pages 06-07 include a summary of the institutional classification.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

002. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year by functional classification?

A. Yes, expenditures are presented by functional classification.
B. No, expenditures are not presented by functional classification.

C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: El resumen de la clasificación funcional se puede encontrar en el documento "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de
Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2012", en el archivo 4 llamado PP-Anexo
(documento adjunto), en las páginas
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: In the Executive Branch's budget proposal, expenditure is classified by functional classification in general public
services, social services, economic services. The answer chosen is consistent with the answer given in the OBS 2010 and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

003. If the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation presents expenditures for the budget year by
functional classification, is the functional classification
compatible with international standards?

A. Yes, the functional classification is compatible with international standards.
B. No, the functional classification is not compatible with international standards, or expenditures are not presented by
functional classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Esto se puede observar en las páginas 001-003 de la sección PP-Anexo, del documento parte 4 de la Propuesta de
Presupuesto del Ejecutivo, disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The functional classification used in the Executive's Budget Proposal, which is called "Presentation of the
Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget Draft Bill of the Republic for the 2014 Fiscal Year,” is compatible to international standards
but it is not exactly the same. Expenditure is classified by functional classification in general public services, social services,

economic services and non-function related operations.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The functional classification used in the Ordinary Budget Proposal of the Republic is based on the UN´s classifier,
which was adopted by the IMF. It includes four major areas: general services, economic services, social services; and it is
divided into 10 functions which are more disaggregated.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

004. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year by economic classification?

A. Yes, expenditures are presented by economic classification.
B. No, expenditures are not presented by economic classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documento "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el
Ejercicio Económico 2014", en el archivo 4, sección llamada PP-Anexo en las páginas 003-004. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal (EBP) expenditures are classified by economic classification. The answer is the
same as the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 studies.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

005. If the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation presents expenditures for the budget year by
economic classification, is the economic classification
compatible with international standards?

A. Yes, the economic classification is compatible with international standards.
B. No, the economic classification is not compatible with international standards, or expenditures are not presented by
economic classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: La clasificación económica utilizada en la Propuesta de Presupuesto del Ejecutivo, denominada "Presentación de
Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014", es compatible
con los estándares internacionales. Esto se puede observar en las páginas 003-004 de la sección PP-Anexo, del documento
parte 4 de la Propuesta de Presupuesto del Ejecutivo, disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: While the classification used is compatible with international standards, there are elements that render the Costa
Rican case special. The classification is not the same in terms of the coding used in consulted standards, as well as in the
comprehensiveness of the classification used. There is even a fraction that is not associated to the international standards,
such as the "Unallocated amounts." Expenditure is classified only by economic classification in: current expenditure, capital
expenditure, financial operations and unallocated amounts.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The classification used is compatible with international standards. In the Costa Rican case the account
“Unallocated amount” is included as a “closing” item of the budget when it hasn’t been implemented. These are resources
which do not have a specific destination. Once the budget is implemented (accrued, paid) this implementation is done
through the corresponding expenditure accounts and then the “Unallocated funds” account is not used.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

006. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for the budget year?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: La información de todos los gastos a nivel de programas de programas institucionales, para cada una de las
dependencias institucionales se encuentra en el siguiente enlace web: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyectode-ley-del-presupuesto-de-la-republica-2014
Comments: The obligation to submit expenditures classified by budgetary programs can be found in article 32 of the
Republic´s Financial Administration and Public Budgets Law. Law No. 8131 dated September 18 2001. The answer chosen for
this analysis is in line with the ones chosen in the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

007. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditure estimates for a
multi-year period (at least two-years beyond the budget year)
by any of the three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic,
and functional classification).
B. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, multi-year expenditure estimates are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: El documento llamado Marco Fiscal Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2013 - 2018 presenta la información de los
gastos mediante clasificación funcional y económica que corresponde a la opción b. Dicha información se puede ver en las
páginas 17 y 18. El documento se encuentra disponible en
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52224ab8cd313_MARCO%20PRESUPUESTARIO%20MEDIANO%20PLAZO%202013_2018.pdf

Comments: The document called 2013-2018 Medium-Term Budgetary Fiscal Framework provides information on
expenditures by functional and economic classification corresponding to option B. The information is detailed through the
percentage variation of the main expenditure items related to GDP. Estimates are provided for the four years following the
budget year (BY), therefore, they cover a period of at least five year (BY, BY+1, BY+2, BY+3, BY+4). The information on
expenditures does not cover all expenditure items for each of the classifications used (economic and functional), it only
focuses on main expenses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

008. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditure estimates for a
multi-year period (at least two-years beyond the budget year)
by program?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, multi-year estimates for programs are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: La Propuesta de Presupuesto Ejecutivo, ni sus documentos de respaldo presentan estimaciones plurianuales para
los programas presupuestarios descritos en cada uno de los presupuestos individuales de los ministerios y dependencias.
Comments: Annex 2 of the 2013-2018 Medium-Term Budgetary Fiscal Framework provides information only for programs
that are financed by external resources. However, there are no multi-annual estimates.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

009. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present the individual sources of tax
revenue (such as income tax or VAT) for the budget year?

A. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for all tax revenue are presented.
B. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, tax revenues are presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all tax revenues are presented.
D. No, individual sources of tax revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Sección Resúmenes Globales de Ingresos, Egresos y Financiamiento del documento "Presupuesto Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014", en el apartado denominado ING, en sus páginas 1, 2 y 3
(archivos 3 y 4, páginas 49 y 50, y 1 de los documentos PDF) Disponibles en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The different sources of tax revenue (such as income tax or sales tax) are included in the Executive’s Budget
Proposal (EBP). Likewise, the disaggregation of tax revenue can be found in the Annex called “Global Revenue, Expenditure
and Financing Summaries“ in the chapter called ING, on pages 1, 2 and 3 (files 3 and 4, pages 49 and 50, and 1 of the PDF
documents) which are mentioned in the sources. It is important to mention that in the supporting document called
“Statement of Reasons“ there is a graphic on the percentage distribution of main tax revenues, where it is shown that 73% of
tax revenue is derived from three taxes: general sales tax (33.3%), income tax and utilities (28.5%) and special tax on fuels
(11.0%). The 2014 Executive’s Budget Proposal shows that revenue sources were not enough to cover the budget (42.7% of
the total budget would have to be financed with debt, although this percentage is lower than the one recorded in 2013, which
was 45.3%). (2014 Statement of Reasons, Page 10). The answer is the same as the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 studies.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

010. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present the individual sources of nontax revenue (such as grants, property income, and sales of
government-produced goods and services) for the budget
year?

A. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for all non-tax revenue are presented.
B. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, non-tax revenues are presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all non-tax revenues are presented.
D. No, individual sources of non-tax revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas de la 1 a la 4, del archivo 4 (PDF) denominado Anexo denominado "Resúmenes Globales de Ingresos,
Egresos y Financiamiento, en el archivo 4 del documento "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el
Ejercicio Económico del 2014" http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The different sources of non-tax revenue (such as property tax, administrative rights, transfers, rent, and sales of
goods and services) are included in the Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP). The disaggregation of non-tax revenue can be
found on pages 1-4 in the documents mentioned in the sources. The option selected is consistent with the ones selected for
the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

011. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue estimates by category
(such as tax and non-tax) for a multi-year period (at least twoyears beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates of revenue are presented by category.
B. No, multi-year estimates of revenue are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100

Sources: En el Anexo 4 en la página 28 del documento llamado Marco Fiscal Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2013-2018 se
presenta información sobre las estimaciones plurianuales de ingresos por categoría. El documento se encuentra disponible
en
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52224ab8cd313_MARCO%20PRESUPUESTARIO%20MEDIANO%20PLAZO%202013_2018.pdf
Comments: Annex 4, page 28, of the document called 2013-2018 Medium-Term Budgetary Fiscal Framework includes
information only on multi-annual estimates of revenue by category.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

012. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates for individual
sources of revenue presented for a multi-year period (at least
two-years beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented.
B. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue are
presented.
C. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of revenue are presented.
D. No, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: En la Página 28 del documento llamado Marco Fiscal Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2013-2018 en su anexo 4 se
presenta información sobre las estimaciones plurianuales de ingresos como porcentaje del PIB que representa más de dos
tercios del total de ingresos. El documento se encuentra disponible en
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52224ab8cd313_MARCO%20PRESUPUESTARIO%20MEDIANO%20PLAZO%202013_2018.pdf
Comments: Page 28 of the document called 2013-2018 Medium-Term Budgetary Fiscal Framework provides information on
multi-annual estimates of revenue by category, including the detail of some individual sources that account for the total
revenue of the Central Government. The Executive’s Budget Proposal nor any other supporting document of the proposal
includes additional information on this regard. The answer is the same as the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Correct. It is interesting that customs tax revenue and other sources of revenue are not reported and that there
is focus only on sales, income and fuels.

013. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present three estimates related to
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 25-34 del archivo 3 del documento denominado: "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Página 3 del archivo de Servicio
de Deuda Pública del documento "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la
República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/521e4772da24e_ProyLey2014_Tit230.pdf
Comments: Section “Statement of Reasons” of the document called “Presentation of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget
Draft Bill for the 2014 Fiscal Year,” especially on pages 25-34 of the abovementioned file, provides data for two of the three
estimates mentioned in this question: the central government´s total amount of debt at the end of the budget year and the
payment of interest on the outstanding debt for the budget year. The “Debt Servicing” section is mentioned since the
estimates are presented in a differentiated manner for the case of the servicing of the domestic debt, and for the servicing of
the external debt. Page 3 of the document Public Debt Servicing provides information on the amount of new loans during the
budget year.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

014. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information related to the
composition of the total debt outstanding at the end of the
budget year? (The core information must include interest rates
on the debt instruments; maturity profile of the debt; and
whether it is domestic or external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the composition of the total debt outstanding.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the composition of the total debt outstanding.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to composition of total debt outstanding is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Páginas 25-34 del archivo 3 del documento denominado: "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Páginas 10 y 11 del archivo 1
del documento denominado: "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República,
para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf
Comments: Section “Statement of Reasons” of the document called “Presentation of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget
Draft Bill of the Republic for the 2014 Fiscal Year,” especially on pages 25-34 of the abovementioned file, provides essential
data regarding the servicing of the debt; for instance, aggregated amounts for the payment of interests and amortization of
the domestic and the external debt; however, there is no additional information that meets the elements mentioned in the
question. There is no information related to the interest rates paid; whether interest rates are fixed or variable; whether the
debt is repayable; or the currency of the debt; or a profile of creditors, among other elements. Likewise, pages 10 and 11 of
the “Statement of Reasons” of file 1 of the document “Presentation of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget Draft Bill of the
Republic for the 2014 Fiscal Year,” provide some information on budgetary items for debt servicing, but it includes aggregated
information with no great detail additional to the information collected in this question. That is to say, the Executive’s Budget
Proposal document does not provide sufficient information to determine the total composition of the debt, it only makes
reference to projected budgetary items for each item: domestic debt servicing (interests and amortisation external debt
servicing (interests and amortisation commissions from commitment and commercial and financial services. The answer is
the same as the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 analyses."
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

015. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on the
macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget projections
are based? (The core information must include a discussion of
the economic outlook with estimates of nominal GDP level,
inflation rate, real GDP growth, and interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the macroeconomic forecast is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Páginas 14-16 del documento llamado Marco Fiscal Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2013-2018. El documento se
encuentra disponible en
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52224ab8cd313_MARCO%20PRESUPUESTARIO%20MEDIANO%20PLAZO%202013_2018.pdf
Comments: The information can be found on pages 14-16 of the abovementioned document and it includes information on
estimates on inflation, real GDP, nominal GDP, nominal GDP growth, imports with no special regimes and hydrocarbons, and
imports growth. However, it does not consider interest rates, unemployment rates; usually it does not include a wide and
detailed discussion of the macroeconomic forecast (said information does not appear in the Executive’s Budget Proposal or in
any of its supporting documents). For the Costa Rican case, one of the indicators which is defined as essential is missing
(interest rates). However, the percentage variation of additional indicators is acknowledged, such as: exchange rate, exchange
variation, CIF imports, variation of CIF imports, hydrocarbons among others. The answer changes from the 2010 and 2012
analyses, since this stage of the analysis sets the minimum indicators that must be included in the Executive’s Budget
Proposal or its supporting documents; the information provided is incomplete in terms of the level of essential
indicators,especially because there is no indicator for interest rates.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: While it is true, it includes estimates on the main macroeconomic parameters. Without going into detail on why
these forecasts of parameters are being defined, all the information on the definition of macroeconomic parameters is
published in the Central Bank´s macroeconomic program.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

016. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation show the impact of different
macroeconomic assumptions (i.e., sensitivity analysis) on the
budget? (The core information must include estimates of the
impact on expenditures, revenue, and debt of different
assumptions for the inflation rate, real GDP growth, and
interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented to show the impact of different macroeconomic assumptions on
the budget.
B. Yes, the core information is presented to show the impact of different macroeconomic assumptions on the budget.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to different macroeconomic assumptions is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: 14-16 del documento llamado Marco Fiscal Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2013-2018 se presenta información
incompleta sobre el impacto de los diferentes supuestos macroeconómicos en el presupuesto. El documento se encuentra
disponible en
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52224ab8cd313_MARCO%20PRESUPUESTARIO%20MEDIANO%20PLAZO%202013_2018.pdf
Comments: On pages 14 to 16, especially on page 15 of the document called “The 2013-2018 Medium-Term Budgetary Fiscal
Framework“, there is information on the variation of the main macroeconomic estimates; however, there is no detailed
analysis of the “essential” information related to the sensitivity analysis: inflation rates, real GDP growth and interest rates.
There is only specific information for imports, stating the following: “in the case of imports, we estimate a 1.7% growth in
2013, which means 5.1% points lower than the estimate for the previous year; the correction to the reduction applies to the
whole 2013-2017 period. This fall in imports had an impact on the collection of resources coming from importing of vehicles,
steel and iron products, civil machinery and tractors, and textiles and clothing. As a consequence, the estimates of tax
revenue are also adjusted downwards regarding the previous ones in the whole series, accounting for one percentage point
in 2016. The answer changes in comparison to the 2010 and 2012 analyses, because in this phase of the analysis it was
possible to find some information related to a sensitivity analysis; however, it continues to omit important details.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The analysis is conducted based on estimates that are not sensitized. Variables are assumed as fixed and are not
submitted to a sensitivity analysis to be able to analyze possible scenarios.

017. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information for at least the
budget year that shows how new policy proposals, as distinct
from existing policies, affect expenditures?

A. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect expenditures are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect expenditures are presented, but a narrative discussion is not
included.
C. Yes, information that shows how some but not all new policy proposals affect expenditure is presented.
D. No, information that shows how new policy proposals affect expenditure is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Páginas 7-10, y 13-19 del archivo 1 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf
Comments: Part of the information is included in the “Statement of Reasons” -on the pages mentioned in the sources-, but it
is only part of the total policies. This is not a comprehensive analysis on all of the policies and projects and how these affect
expenses. The Executive’s Budget Proposal provides information in great detail on expenditures allocated to constitutional
and legal mandates such as the education item and the Children's National Board (Patronato Nacional de la Infancia). The
answer is the same as the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: e.
Comments: The budget of the Republic includes an estimate of revenue and expenditures which consider the policy
guidelines but based on the fact that each concept has an already stated legal basis. The Medium-term Budgetary Framework
includes some policy scenarios. Since the budget of the Republic is almost predefined by the legal and constitutional
directions, accounting for 95% of the budget, there is no room to implement new policies.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Regarding the government’s comment, there is a budgetary rigidity derived from legal and constitutional mandates in the
Costa Rican legal system. However, as stated in page 12 of the Medium-term Budgetary Framework, the amount allocated to
legal and constitutional destinations for 2014 amounts to 86% - not 95% as indicated in the comment-, leaving 14% available
for the application of new expenditure policies that are not completely described as stated in the guidelines of the question.
Likewise, the existence of legal and constitutional allocations that make the budget rigid, has not prevented the development
of new policies that have a major impact on expenditure (for instance the “Programa Avancemos” of the Arias administration
and its subsequent expansion during the Chinchilla administration, or the increase in the pensions belonging to the noncontributory scheme). The opinion of the reviewer, in accordance with the OBS methodological guidelines, is to keep this
answer as C.

018. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information for at least the
budget year that shows how new policy proposals, as distinct
from existing policies, affect revenues?

A. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented, but a narrative discussion is not
included.
C. Yes, information that shows how some but not all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented.
D. No, information that shows how new policy proposals affect revenues is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Páginas 7 y 11 a 13 del archivo 1 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf
Comments: Part of the information is included in the “Statement of Reasons” -on the pages mentioned in the sources-, but
this accounts for only a part of the total policies. It is not a comprehensive work on the total policies and projects and how
they affect expenditure. No detailed estimates are included for each new source of revenue, though some narrative details on
this situation is provided. This is explained more clearly on page 7 of the abovementioned document: “The estimate of
revenue for 2014 shows the collection of new taxes established at the end of 2012 and during 2013, such as (i) tax on
electronic betting companies, whose resources shall be allocated to the financing of public safety, as well as the physical
infrastructure of penal institutions of the country, managed by the Ministry of Justice and Peace, and the maintenance of law
enforcement equipment and materials of the Ministry of Public Safety; (ii) resources derived from Law No. 9095, Law AntiTrafficking in Persons and the Creation of the National Coalition against the Illegal Trafficking in Migrants and Persons, via the
tax on departure from the national territory by air with a view to financing the National Fund against the Trafficking in Persons
and the Illegal Trafficking of Migrants (FONATT, by its Spanish acronym) and (iii) two taxes on Departure from the National

Territory through Land Border Crossing Points, to people and merchandise exported via the same way“.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: e.
Comments: The elimination or inclusion of programs is not common in the budget of Costa Rica. The presentation of new
policies that could be implemented are included in the Medium-term Budgetary Framework because the Proposal includes all
anticipated revenue and expenditure in the current legislation, where legal and constitutional allocations have a high
preponderance, and when these changes are made they are explained in detail.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
While it is true, the rigidity of the budget in Costa Rica is important, even in government revenue it is clear that governmental
actions to generate new revenue are developed during the year in aspects that do not require changes in legislation, for
instance, the implementation of measures to reduce evasion, or the modification of controls of large taxpayers or in the
methodology of auditing defined by the administration with a view to increasing revenue. According to this approach, and
based on the methodological guidelines of the OSB, the answer is C.

019. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the year
preceding the budget year (BY-1) by any of the three
expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, or
functional classification)?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and
functional classification).
B. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Los gastos del presupuesto para ocho meses de AP-1, clasificados por Ministerios y otras unidades administrativas,
por clasificación económica y funcional se encuentra en el siguiente enlace web, bajo el título de "Proyecto de Presupuesto
2014 por Institución". Ahí se encuentra de manera separada el presupuesto de cada institución:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-del-presupuesto-de-la-republica-2014 Por ejemplo para el caso

del Ministerio de Educación Pública (clasificación administrativa), la información de la clasificación funcional y económica se
encuentra en la página 3 del documento disponible en el siguiente enlace:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/521e4744e9da4_ProyLey2014_Tit210.pdf Igualmente, en las páginas 7-9 del archivo 4 del
documento llamado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República para el
Ejercicio Económico 2014" se encuentra el resumen de gastos de ocho meses de AP-1 mediante clasificación funcional, en las
9 y 10 se encuentra mediante clasificación económica y en las página 14 y 15 mediante clasificación administrativa.
Comments: The supporting documents of the Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP) include general expenditure classified by
administrative unit, and functional and economic classification for eight months of the BY-1, this is included in each budget
proposal of the Ministries and other institutions, which can be found in the abovementioned link. Likewise, pages 7-9 of file 4
of the document “Presentation of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget Draft Bill of the Republic for the 2014 Fiscal Year,”
provide a summary of 8 months expenditure for BY-1 by functional classification, pages 9 and 10 show the economic
classification, and pages 14 and 15 show the administrative classification.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

020. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented for BY-1.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented for BY-1.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented for BY-1.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program for BY-1.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: La información se puede encontrar para cada una de las instituciones consideradas por la propuesta de
presupuesto del Ejecutivo (EBP), (En el siguiente enlace se pueden ver los proyectos de cada una de las instituciones, bajo el
título "Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014 por Institución": http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-delpresupuesto-de-la-republica-2014 Un ejemplo se encontraría en la Página 4 del presupuesto del Ministerio de Educación
Pública, donde se puede encontrar el detalle del gasto a nivel de programa individual para AP-1:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/521e4744e9da4_ProyLey2014_Tit210.pdf
Comments: The supporting documents of the Executive’s Budget Proposal include all expenditures classified by individual

programs for the BY-1, for all institutions considered in the proposal. There is an example on Page 4 of the Ministry of Public
Education´s budget, where the detail of expenditure at the individual program level for the BY-1 can be found.
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/521e4744e9da4_ProyLey2014_Tit210.pdf The answer is the same as the one selected in the
2012 analysis, presenting the same detail of information on expenditure for BY-1 as in the 2014 EBP.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

021. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, have expenditure estimates of the year prior
to the budget year (BY-1) been updated from the original
enacted levels to reflect actual expenditures?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 have been updated from the original enacted levels.
B. No, expenditure estimates for BY-1 have not been updated from the original enacted levels.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 7-22 del archivo 4 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario
y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014", Anexo Resúmenes Globales sobre Ingresos y Egresos. El
documento se encuentra disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: As can be seen in the abovementioned information, there is a comparison to the real expenditure of the year
before the BY-1. There are comparisons between accrued expenditures for BY-2, authorized expenditures for eight months of
BY-1, and the budget proposal for BY. The answer is the same as the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: Regarding revenue, the Statement of Reasons includes a revision of revenue as well as data from the budget
year; there are also tables showing the detail of revenue with a column named “review”; regarding expenditure, it includes
accrued expenditure but also a column with the reviewed budget authorized as of August, which considers the budgetary
modifications the budget would have had as of that date.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The criteria established by the government´s reviewer is correct. We have changed the answer.

022. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of expenditure for
more than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2 and
prior years) by any of the three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: En la Propuesta de Presupuesto del Ejecutivo, en el documento denominado Presentación del Proyecto de
Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República para el ejercicio económico 2014 en su archivo 4 se encuentra
información sobre los gastos estimados para AP-2 y años anteriores para alguna de las tres clasificaciones de gastos
(clasificación administrativa, económica y funcional. Se presenta información del gasto devengado para AP-2. El documento se
encuentra disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The information provided for BY-2 is accrued expenditure, which is the information on expenditure´s estimates
included in the budget for BY-2 and previous years. The answer is the same as the one chosen in 2010 and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

023. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for more than one year preceding the budget year
(that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program for BY-2 and prior years.
E. Not applicable/other (please

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: La información se puede encontrar para cada una de las instituciones consideradas por la propuesta de
presupuesto del Ejecutivo (EBP), (En el siguiente enlace se pueden ver los proyectos de cada una de las instituciones, bajo el
título "Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014 por Institución": http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-delpresupuesto-de-la-republica-2014 Un ejemplo se encontraría en la Página 4, en la sección RESUMEN DE LA ESTRUCTURA
PROGRAMÁTICA del presupuesto del Ministerio de Educación Pública, donde se puede encontrar el detalle del gasto a nivel
de programa individual para AP-2: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/521e4744e9da4_ProyLey2014_Tit210.pdf En esa misma
sección -Resumen de la estructura programática- se encuentra en los proyectos del resto de las instituciones consideradas en
EBP)
Comments: The supporting documents of the Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP) include all expenditures classified by
individual programs for BY-2, for all institutions considered in the proposal. There is an example on Page 4 of the Ministry of
Public Education´s Budget, in the section Programmatic Structure Summary, where the expenditure´s details at the individual
program level for the BY-2 can be found: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/521e4744e9da4_ProyLey2014_Tit210.pdf That same
section -Summary of Programmatic Structure- provides information on the proposals for the rest of the institutions
considered in the EBP."
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

024. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which all expenditures reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for all expenditures are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: La información se puede encontrar para cada una de las instituciones consideradas por la propuesta de
presupuesto del Ejecutivo (EBP), (En el siguiente enlace se pueden ver los proyectos de cada una de las instituciones, bajo el
título "Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014 por Institución"-): http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-delpresupuesto-de-la-republica-2014 Igualmente, en las páginas 7-22 del archivo 4 del documento denominado "Presentación de
Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP) and its supporting documents include all real expenditures for BY-2, the
same situation is also found in all the institution´s individual proposals considered in the proposal. The answer is the same as
the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 analyses."
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

025. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue by category (such as
tax and non-tax) for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-1 are presented by category.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-1 are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 2-9 del archivo 2 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en el Cuadro con título: "Cuadro
Comparativo Acumulado Mensual junio 2011, 2012 y 2013, Liquidación 2012, Revisión 2013 y Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014".
Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf
Comments: The sources provided include information regarding tax and non tax revenue to cover expenditure for BY-1. This

information is in the Executive’s Budget Proposal. The answer chosen is consistent with the answer given in 2010 and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

026. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present individual sources of revenue
for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented for BY-1.
B. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue for BY-1 are presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues for BY-1 are presented.
D. No, individual sources of revenue are not presented for BY-1.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 2-9 del archivo 2 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en el Cuadro con título: "Cuadro
Comparativo Acumulado Mensual junio 2011, 2012 y 2013, Liquidación 2012, Revisión 2013 y Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014".
Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf
Comments: The Executive’s Budget Proposal includes information regarding all individual sources of tax and non tax revenue
to cover expenditure for BY-1.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

027. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, have the original estimates of revenue for the
year prior to the budget year (BY-1) been updated to reflect
actual revenue collections?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-1 have been updated from the original enacted levels.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-1 have not been updated from the original enacted levels.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 2-9 del archivo 2 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en el Cuadro con título: "Cuadro
Comparativo Acumulado Mensual junio 2011, 2012 y 2013, Liquidación 2012, Revisión 2013 y Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014".
Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf
Comments: The chart mentioned in the sources includes updated real revenue for BY-1, BY-2 and BY-3 up to June of each
year. Likewise, it includes the total settlement of revenue for BY-2, and also the Revision of revenue for BY-1. The option
selected is the same as the one selected for the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

028. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue estimates by category
(such as tax and non-tax) for more than one year prior to the
budget year (that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by category.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-2 and prior years are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 2-9 del archivo 2 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en el Cuadro con título: "Cuadro

Comparativo Acumulado Mensual junio 2011, 2012 y 2013, Liquidación 2012, Revisión 2013 y Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014".
Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf
Comments: The Executive’s Budget Proposal includes information regarding tax and non tax revenue to cover expenditures
for BY-2 and previous years. The answer chosen is consistent with the answer given in 2010 and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

029. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present individual sources of revenue
for more than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2
and prior years)?

A. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
B. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue are presented for BY-2 and
prior years.
C. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues are presented for BY-2 and prior
years.
D. No, individual sources of revenue are not presented for BY-2 and prior years.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 2-9 del archivo 2 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en el Cuadro con título: "Cuadro
Comparativo Acumulado Mensual junio 2011, 2012 y 2013, Liquidación 2012, Revisión 2013 y Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014".
Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf
Comments: The cited chart includes individual sources of revenue for BY-1, BY-2 and BY-3 up to June of each year. Likewise, it
includes the total settlement of revenue for BY-2, and also the Revision of revenue for BY-1. The answer is the same as the
one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 analyses."
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

030. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which all revenues reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for all revenues are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 2-9 del archivo 2 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en el Cuadro con título: "Cuadro
Comparativo Acumulado Mensual junio 2011, 2012 y 2013, Liquidación 2012, Revisión 2013 y Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014".
Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf
Comments: The cited chart, which is called “Comparative Monthly Accrued Chart June 2011, 2012 and 2013; Payments 2012,
Revision 2013 and Budget Proposal 2014,” provides the total payment of revenue for BY-2; it also includes updates of real
revenue for BY-1, BY-2 and BY-3 up to June of each year and the revision of Revenue for BY-1. The answer chosen is consistent
with the answer given in 2010 and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: Also in the same chart, in the same website, it includes summarized information with a historical series of the
three previous years.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
We agree with the government´s comment. The mentioned additional information for the three last years can be found in the
chart called “Comparative Chart Monthly Accrued June 2011, 2012 and 2013; Payments 2012, Revision 2013 and Budget
Proposal 2014.

031. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on government
borrowing and debt, including its composition, for the year
proceeding the budget year (BY-1)? (The core information must
include the total debt outstanding at the end of BY-1; the
amount of net new borrowing required during BY-1; interest
payments on the debt; interest rates on the debt instruments;
maturity profile of the debt; and whether it is domestic or
external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for government debt.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for government debt.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to government debt is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Páginas 25-34 del archivo 3 del documento denominado: "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf
Comments: Section “Statement of Reasons” of the document called “Presentation of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget
Draft Bill of the Republic for the 2014 Fiscal Year”, on pages 25-34 of the abovementioned file 3, provides data on the
domestic and external debt servicing for BY-1; however, it does not include some important aspects regarded as essential,
such as: There is no information on the amount of new net borrowings during BY-1; debt amortisation profile, or profile of
creditors of the debt in BY-1. The “Debt Servicing” section is mentioned since the estimates are presented in a differentiated
manner for the case of the domestic debt servicing, and for the external debt servicing.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

032. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which the debt figures reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for government debt are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Paginas 10-11 del archivo 4 del documento llamado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y
Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The chart called “Summary by budgetary item and financing sources” shows that the most recent year in which
figures related to the debt include real results is BY-2. Accrued expenditure for each budgetary item allocated to domestic and
internal debt servicing is also included. The answer chosen is consistent with the answer given in 2010 and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

033. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on extrabudgetary funds for at least the budget year? (The core
information must include a statement of purpose or policy
rationale for the extra-budgetary fund; and complete income,
expenditure, and financing data on a gross basis.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all extra-budgetary funds.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all extra-budgetary funds.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some extra-budgetary funds.
D. No, information related to extra-budgetary funds is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica

E.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014 Archivo 1
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf Archivo 2
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf Archivo 3
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Archivo 4
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf Consulta
realizada a la Dirección General de Presupuesto Nacional, dependencia del Ministerio de Hacienda. Teléfono: (506) 25396240. Correo electrónico: webpresupuesto@hacienda.go.cr
Comments: The Financial Administration and Public Budgets Law of the Republic (Law No. 8131) enacted in 2011, states in its
section IV that the Executive Branch is required to eliminate extra-budgetary funds. Thus, it is said that in Costa Rica there are
no extra-budgetary funds since 2002. This is how it is legally proven that extra-budgetary funds are non-existent. In practice,
this regulation is complied with. The Executive’s Budget Proposal and its supporting documents do not include any
information on extra-budgetary funds. It is important to mention that the totality of Costa Rican public sector funds are not
put to the consideration of the Legislative during their discussion and approval; where two thirds of expenditures are not put
to the consideration of the Legislative, for more information see comment to answer 1. However, they cannot be considered
extra-budgetary funds, since budgets of autonomous institutions and other dependencies meet a series of legal requirements
imposed by the Comptroller General of the Republic to ensure their approval. Thus, every existing revenue and expenditure
are properly supported in a document that has met every legal provision for its approval.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

034. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present central government finances
(both budgetary and extra-budgetary) on a consolidated basis
for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, central government finances are presented on a consolidated basis.
B. No, central government finances are not presented on a consolidated basis.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014 Archivo 1
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf Archivo 2

disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf Archivo 3
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Archivo 4
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf Consulta
realizada a la Dirección General de Presupuesto Nacional, dependencia del Ministerio de Hacienda. Teléfono: (506) 25396240. Correo electrónico: webpresupuesto@hacienda.go.cr
Comments: As was mentioned in the previous question, the Financial Administration and Public Budgets Law of the Republic
(Law No. 8131) enacted in 2011, states in its section IV that the Executive Branch is required to eliminate extra-budgetary
funds. This is how it is legally proven that extra-budgetary funds are non-existent. In practice, said regulation is complied with.
We select answer “C,” since there are no extra-budgetary funds to be presented in a consolidated basis; however, if we
consider only budgetary funds, the correct answer should be “A,” since it does include all consolidated information for these
funds.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

035. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of
intergovernmental transfers for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all intergovernmental transfers are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all intergovernmental transfers are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all intergovernmental transfers are presented.
D. No, estimates of intergovernmental transfers are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014 Páginas
20 y 21 del archivo 1. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf Páginas 38-47 del archivo 3.
Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Páginas 20-22
del archivo 4. Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: Intergovernmental transfers are included as part of expenditures, and are stated as specific budget allocations.
The abovementioned document includes a brief narrative reference which includes detailed quantitative estimates of said
transfers. The narrative description included on pages 20 and 21 of file 1 of the document: “Ordinary and Extraordinary

Budget of the Republic for the 2014 Fiscal Year” is not a narrative discussion of intergovernmental transfers, in accordance
with the guidelines set by this analysis.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

036. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present alternative displays of
expenditures (such as by gender, by age, by income, or by
region) to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different
groups of citizens, for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, at least three alternative displays of expenditures are presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on
different groups of citizens.
B. Yes, two alternative displays of expenditures are presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups
of citizens.
C. Yes, one alternative display of expenditures is presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups of
citizens.
D. No, alternative displays of expenditures are not presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups
of citizens.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014 Archivo 1
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf Archivo 2
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf Archivo 3
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Archivo 4
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP) does not provide information on the financial impact of policies on
different groups of citizens.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

037. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of transfers to public
corporations for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all transfers to public corporations are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all transfers to public corporations are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all transfers to public corporations are presented.
D. No, estimates of transfers to public corporations are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014 Páginas
20-22 del archivo 4. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: Total transfers to public companies (financial and non-financial) are included as part of budgetary expenditure
such as indicated in the EBP; however, it does not provide important additional information or a narrative explanation on the
specific purpose for which these resources will be allocated. This is to say, only some information is submitted and when it is,
it is very general, but it does not provide details. The answer chosen is consistent with the answer given in 2010 and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: When transfers are included in addition to the item, it also provides the legal basis regarding why it is being
allocated.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

038. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on quasi-fiscal
activities for at least the budget year? (The core information
must include a statement of purpose or policy rationale for the
quasi-fiscal activity and the intended beneficiaries.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all quasi-fiscal activities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all quasi-fiscal activities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some quasi-fiscal activities.
D. No, information related to quasi-fiscal activities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Página 15 del documento Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del
2014" Parte 3 Archivo 3 disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Consulta realizada a la
Dirección General de Presupuesto Nacional, dependencia del Ministerio de Hacienda. Teléfono: (506) 2539-6240. Correo
electrónico: webpresupuesto@hacienda.go.cr
Comments: Page 15 of the document “Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget of the Republic for Fiscal Year 2014“ of file 3,
Expenditures pp.42, mentions the content allocated to capital transfers for the Home Mortgage Bank (Banco Hipotecario de la
Vivienda - BANVHI), whose purpose is to finance public programs which provide decent housing and the allocation of
collective bonds in infrastructure works in precarious settlements. While the information presents for quasi-fiscal activities
should be more comprehensive, the information included provides some detail, that is why we select option C.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: e.
Comments: The National Budget does not include quasi-fiscal activities. For instance, it does not mention quasi-fiscal
activities but transfers to the BANHVI, which is not a “traditional bank”, but a financial institution with social purposes that
receives specific resources to deal with the housing sector. No subsidies to companies are given through the budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In accordance with the methodological guidelines defined for the OBS, fiscal activities refer to a wide range of activities. For
instance, it could be considered a quasi-fiscal activity the fact that instead of providing a direct subsidy through the budget for
a particular activity, a public financial institution provides an indirect subsidy through loans at rates lower than the market’s
for said activity. In this sense, the transfers to the BANHVI, since they are used to subsidize housing for poor social sector,
could be considered as quasi-fiscal activities. The answer is still C.

039. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on financial assets
held by the government? (The core information must include a
listing of the assets, and an estimate of their value.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all financial assets.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all financial assets.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some financial assets.
D. No, information related to financial assets is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Página 10 del archivo 4 del documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio
Económico del 2014" En la sección denominada PP-Anexo004. Archivo 4 disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: In the Statement of Reasons Part 4, pp-annex 004 (page 10), there is an item called acquisition of assets, which is
an estimate of the value of assets, however, it fails to provide information on their essential elements. The Executive’s Budget
Proposal (EBP) and its supporting documents do not include additional information on the government financial assets, they
only provide information for specific line items such as the Financial Assets Revenue and other Financial Assets income.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: e.
Comments: The budget does not include information on the situation of assets and liabilities. Accounting is prepared
independently and Public Finance financial statements are published. This information is not required to be submitted in the
budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In accordance with the OBS´s methodological guidelines, based on the international budget transparency good practices
platform, it is necessary that budget documents provide essential information on financial assets. This information is not
provided in Costa Rica´s budgetary documents. Based on that, the answer is still C.

040. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on nonfinancial
assets held by the government? (The core information must
include a listing of the assets by category.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all nonfinancial assets.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all nonfinancial assets.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some nonfinancial assets.
D. No, information related to nonfinancial assets is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Página 10 del archivo 4 (PP-Anexo 004) del Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República,
para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014" Archivo 4 disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: Page 10 of file 4 (PP-Annex 004) of the “Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget of the Republic for Fiscal Year 2014”
provides information on non-financial assets (construction, means of communication facilities, machinery and equipment,
land and buildings) for expenditures accrued for BY-2, the authorized budget for BY-1 and the estimated expenditure for the
BY. However, it fails to provide essential detailed information, therefore we select answer C.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: e.
Comments: Information on assets and liabilities should not be included in the budget, that information is published in the
financial statements issued by the National Accounting. The data which is mentioned correspond to the acquisition of assets
financed with that budget, but it is not a status of the situation of assets and liabilities.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In accordance with the OBS´s methodological guidelines, based on the international budget transparency good practices
platform, it is necessary that budget documents provide essential information on non-financial assets. This information is not
provided in Costa Rica´s budgetary documents. Based on that, the answer is still C.

041. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of expenditure
arrears for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all expenditure arrears are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all expenditure arrears are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all expenditure arrears are presented.
D. No, estimates of expenditure arrears are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014 Archivo 1
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf Archivo 2
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf Archivo 3
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Archivo 4
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The Executive’s Budget Proposal, as well as its supporting documents, do not provide estimates on expenditure
arrears. In postulates which refer to expenditure, there is no information on expenditure arrears. The answer is the same as
the one selected in the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In accordance with the OBS´s methodological guidelines, based on an international budget transparency good practices
platform, it is necessary that budget documents provide essential information on non-financial assets. This information is no
provided in the budgetary documents of Costa Rica. Based on that, the answer is still C.

042. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on contingent
liabilities, such as government loan guarantees or insurance
programs? (The core information must include a statement of
purpose or policy rationale for each contingent liability; the
new guarantees or insurance commitments proposed for the
budget year; and the total amount of outstanding guarantees
or insurance commitments (the gross exposure) at the end of
the budget year.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all contingent liabilities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all contingent liabilities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some contingent liabilities.
D. No, information related to contingent liabilities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014 Archivo 1
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf Archivo 2
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf Archivo 3
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Archivo 4
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: The Executive’s Budget Proposal, as well as its supporting documents, do no not provide information related to
Central Government contingent liabilities. The answer chosen is consistent with the answer given in 2010 and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The information on contingent liabilities is included in the National Accounting reports, financial statements, but
it is not part of the budgetary documents.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

043. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present projections that assess the
government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of its
finances over the longer term? (The core information must
cover a period of at least 10 years and include the
macroeconomic and demographic assumptions used and a
discussion of the fiscal implications and risks highlighted by
the projections.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented to assess the government’s future liabilities and the sustainability
of its finances over the longer term.
B. Yes, the core information is presented to assess the government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of its finances over
the longer term.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to future liabilities and the sustainability of finances over the longer term is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014 Páginas
26- 29 Archivo 1 disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf
Páginas 33-36 Archivo 3 disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Documento: Marco Fiscal
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2013-2018 Páginas 19-21. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52224ab8cd313_MARCO%20PRESUPUESTARIO%20MEDIANO%20PLAZO%202013_2018.pdf
Comments: The analyzed data provides some information regarding future government liabilities and the sustainability of
their finances in the long term; however, there are deficiencies in the coverage of information defined as “essential” in this
analysis. For instance, it provides projections that cover a period of at least 10 years (in the case of the budget fiscal
framework projections are made until 2018), macroeconomic and demographic estimates used to make the projections (there
is no detailed information on these aspects) and a discussion on the fiscal implications and the highlighted risks for the
projections (on this there are some considerations but not completely detailed). The answer is the same as the one selected in
the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

044. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of the sources of
donor assistance, both financial and in-kind?

A. Yes, estimates of all sources of donor assistance are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all sources of donor assistance are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all sources of donor assistance are presented.
D. No, estimates of the sources of donor assistance are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Página 27, en el Anexo 3 denominado "Proyectos de Inversión financiados con recursos externos" del documento
llamado Marco Fiscal Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2013-2018 se presenta información incompleta sobre los proyectos
que se financiarán con recursos de cooperación internacional. El documento se encuentra disponible en
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52224ab8cd313_MARCO%20PRESUPUESTARIO%20MEDIANO%20PLAZO%202013_2018.pdf
Comments: The analyzed documents do not provide detailed information regarding individual sources of donations or
international aid, either financial or in kind. However, Annex 3 of the 2013-2018 Medium-Term Budgetary Fiscal Framework
provides information regarding the projects that shall be financed with external resources; however, it does not include the
individual sources of those resources. The Executive’s Budget Proposal nor any its supporting documents include additional
information on this regard. The answer is the same as the one selected.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: The National budget includes cash revenue including foreign donations which are received by the Central
Government. Since it is a resources budget in-kind donations in kind are not included. Cash donations are few, but when
there are, they are included as current transfers or capital transfers from the external sector.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In accordance with the OBS´s methodological guidelines, based on an international budget transparency good practices
platform, it is necessary that budget documents provide essential information on international cooperation sources, either
financial resources or resources in kind. In the case of Costa Rica´s budget documents, this information is not included for
estimates on in-kind donations and there is no greater detail on financial donations. Based on that, the answer is still D.

045. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on tax
expenditures for at least the budget year? (The core
information must include a statement of purpose or policy
rationale for each tax expenditure, the intended beneficiaries,
and an estimate of the revenue foregone.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all tax expenditures.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all tax expenditures.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some tax expenditures.
D. No, information related to tax expenditures is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014 Archivo 1
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf Archivo 2
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237202b0569_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf Archivo 3
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52237221e813d_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Archivo 4
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: When analysing the information included in the Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP) and its respective supporting
documents, we could not identify information on tax expenditures for 2014. The answer is the same as the one selected in the
2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: I am not qualified to judge this indicator.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

046. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of earmarked
revenues?

A. Yes, estimates of all earmarked revenues are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all earmarked revenues are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.

C. Yes, estimates of some but not all earmarked revenues are presented.
D. No, estimates of earmarked revenues are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Páginas 15-19 del Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico
del 2014, en su archivo 1 disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/522371de5b27c_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf Páginas 10-13 del documento
llamado Marco Fiscal Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2013-2018. El documento se encuentra disponible en
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/52224ab8cd313_MARCO%20PRESUPUESTARIO%20MEDIANO%20PLAZO%202013_2018.pdf
Comments: The Executive’s Budget Proposal and its supporting documents provide some information on pre-allocated
revenue -also known as specific allocations. Pages 16 and 17 include all pre-allocated revenue -either by constitutional or legal
mandate-; the discussion of these data is conducted in terms of the impact on budgetary inflexibility in the Costa Rican case.
Even in file 1 of the document called "Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget of the Republic for Fiscal Year 2014“, on page 16,
states that "To give an example of the inflexibility of the budget, the behaviour of expenditures characterized by different
levels of rigidity is shown: (i) constitutionally set expenditures that account for 34.4% of the budget (9% of GDP); (ii) legal
mandate expenditure, accounting for 22.5% of the budget (6% of GDP); (iii) rigid expenditure that includes unavoidable
payments and debt servicing, accounting for 37.9% of the budget (9% of GDP); and (iv) expenditures on which there is a
certain degree of flexibility, accounting for only 5.5% of the budget (1.3% of GDP)."" However, all revenue pre-allocations
which are stated in the Costa Rican legal framework are not included. In the 2013-2018 Medium-Term Budgetary Fiscal
Framework budgetary inflexibility situation is also mentioned. On page 11, the document states the following: "The Costa
Rican budget has a significant number of specific allocations that make the budget considerably rigid, which restricts the
effectiveness of the Medium-Term Revenue Framework. Currently, this limited margin for action prevents the use of the
Budget of the Republic as an effective fiscal policy tool". Unlike the 2012 analysis, the answer is option B, since the Executive’s
Budget Proposal does not include a section with enough information which details the specific allocations included in the
Executive’s Budget Proposal. There is no detail on specific allocations in various regulations of taxes such as income tax or
solidarity tax, which prevents the selection of option A.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

047. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on how the
proposed budget (both new proposals and existing policies) is
linked to government’s policy goals for the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for the budget year are
presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for the budget year are
presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how the proposed budget is linked to some but not all of the government’s policy goals for the
budget year is presented.
D. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals for the budget year is not
presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Páginas 30-38 del archivo 4 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en la sección denominada
Vinculación del Proyecto del Presupuesto con el Plan Nacional de Desarrollo (PND) 2011-2014: Documento disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: In the analysed documents is possible to see the efforts that are being undertaken to improve the link of the
budget with the National Development Plan, whether it was possible to identify information on the way the budget proposal is
linked to some, but not all, governmental policy goals for the budget year. This process of improvement of the link between
the Executive's Budget Proposal and the National Development Plan was done thanks to the support of the international
cooperation, thus enabling a significant progress in the establishment of this link. However, the information analysed does
not show the government´s total policies, and does not include a narrative discussion on the policies identified, only the
tables found on pages 33-35 and 36-38 of the abovementioned reference are included.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

048. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on how the
proposed budget (both new proposals and existing policies) is
linked to government’s policy goals for a multi-year period (for
at least two years beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for a multi-year period are
presented, along with a narrative discussion.

B. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for a multi-year period are
presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how the proposed budget is linked to some but not all of the government’s policy goals for a
multi-year period is presented.
D. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals for a multi-year period is not
presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Páginas 30-38 del archivo 4 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en la sección denominada
Vinculación del Proyecto del Presupuesto con el Plan Nacional de Desarrollo (PND) 2011-2014: Documento disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf
Comments: In the cited section, and other information consulted (Executive’s Budget Proposal and its supporting
documents), it was not possible to identify information on the link between the budget and the government´s policy goals
established for a multi-annual period. The answer chosen is consistent with the answer given in 2010 and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

049. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present nonfinancial data on inputs to
be acquired for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are provided for each program within all administrative units (or functions).
B. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are presented for all administrative units (or functions) but not for all (or
any) programs.
C. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are presented for some programs and/or some administrative units (or
functions).
D. No, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento: "Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico del 2014" Archivo
1 disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte1.pdf Archivo 2
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte2.pdf Archivo 3
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte3.pdf Archivo 4
disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf La información
detallada para cada una de las instituciones consideradas por la propuesta de presupuesto del Ejecutivo (EBP), se puede ver
en los proyectos de cada una de las instituciones, bajo el título "Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014 por Institución": Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-del-presupuesto-de-la-republica-2014 Un ejemplo sería el
presupuesto del Ministerio de Educación Pública, donde se puede encontrar información no financiera relacionada a cada
programa individual (Misión y objetivos estratégicos) a nivel de programa individual para AP:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/521e4744e9da4_ProyLey2014_Tit210.pdf
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal does not include non-financial information for the main programs in each one
of the government´s strategic performance axis, as well as for each administrative unit included in the EBP. The question
relates to the necessary inputs to comply with performance indicators of each of the budgetary program included in the
budget proposal. For instance, in the case of the Public Education Ministry, one of the goals is to reduce the Education System
drop-out rate in primary levels of 2.5% as of 2014. Said goal requires books, training materials, teachers, among other things;
however, the detail of the resources needed for the compliance with the strategic goal to meet the performance indicators
are not described in the budget proposal of the Public Education Ministry nor in any of the budgetary documents consulted.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: I am not qualified to judge this indicator.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

050. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present nonfinancial data on results (in
terms of outputs or outcomes) for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are provided for each program within all administrative units (or functions).
B. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are presented for all administrative units (or functions) but not for all (or any) programs.
C. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are presented for some programs and/or some administrative units (or functions).
D. No, nonfinancial data on results are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica

B.
Score: 67
Sources: Páginas 24-30 del archivo 4 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en la sección denominada
Vinculación del Proyecto del Presupuesto con el Plan Nacional de Desarrollo (PND) 2011-2014: Documento disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf También, la información se
puede encontrar para cada una de las instituciones consideradas por la propuesta de presupuesto del Ejecutivo (EBP), (En el
siguiente enlace se pueden ver los proyectos de cada una de las instituciones, bajo el título "Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014
por Institución": http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-del-presupuesto-de-la-republica-2014 Un
ejemplo se encontraría en la Página 1 del presupuesto del Ministerio de Educación Pública, donde se puede encontrar
información no financiera relacionada a cada programa individual a nivel de programa individual para AP:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/521e4744e9da4_ProyLey2014_Tit210.pdf
Comments: In the Executive's Budget Proposal, known as the "Presentation of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget Draft
Bill of the Republic, for the 2014 Fiscal Year”, states that in 2013 the Ministry of Finance worked on the development of
management indicators that allowed a better evaluation of the impact of governmental policies. In addition, it states that the
following improvements are included in the 2014 budget proposal: 1-the correct definition of end products, strategic goals
and indicators; 2-incorporation of technical notes that explain the measurement method and the reason why said variables
are evaluated, 3-the establishment of a baseline for the managers of the budget to be able to identify with greater accuracy
the effects or improvements generated by the goods and services provided by the institutions to the served population.
However, these efforts are focused in seven priority ministries of the Central Government, which receive a large share of the
resources of the National Budget; however, this effort is not developed for all programs, although these indicators are
included in the budget proposals of each administrative unit, even when some do not show the quality of the performance
indicators designed for the seven priority ministries, therefore we select answer ""B"".
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

051. Are performance targets assigned to nonfinancial data on
results in the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation?

A. Yes, performance targets are assigned to all nonfinancial data on results.
B. Yes, performance targets are assigned to most nonfinancial data on results.
C. Yes, performance targets are assigned to some nonfinancial data on results.
D. No, performance targets are not assigned to nonfinancial data on results, or the budget does not present nonfinancial data
on results.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Páginas 24-30 del archivo 4 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014". La información está en la sección denominada
Vinculación del Proyecto del Presupuesto con el Plan Nacional de Desarrollo (PND) 2011-2014: Documento disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5223723b1a7b3_Exposicion%20Motivos%202014_Parte4.pdf También, la información se
puede encontrar para cada una de las instituciones consideradas por la propuesta de presupuesto del Ejecutivo (EBP), (En el
siguiente enlace se pueden ver los proyectos de cada una de las instituciones, bajo el título "Proyecto de Presupuesto 2014
por Institución": http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-del-presupuesto-de-la-republica-2014
Comments: As noted, efforts have been made to improve the link between performance indicators and result indicators. In
the Budget Proposal work was done on the development of management indicators for a better evaluation of the impact of
government policies. It is noted that the following improvements are included in the 2014 budget proposal: 1-the correct
definition of end products, strategic goals and indicators; 2-incorporation of technical notes that explain the measurement
method and the reason why said variables are evaluated, 3-the establishment of a baseline for the managers of the budget to
be able to identify with greater accuracy the effects or improvements generated by the goods and services provided by the
institutions to the served population. However, these efforts are focused in seven priority ministries of the Central
Government, which receive a large share of the resources of the National Budget; likewise, some results and efficacy
indicators are developed for all programs, therefore we select answer ""B"" in this question."
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

052. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of policies (both new
proposals and existing policies) that are intended to benefit
directly the country’s most impoverished populations in at
least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are
presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are
presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished
populations are presented.
D. No, estimates of policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are not
presented.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: 1) Página 9 y 10 del archivo 1 del documento denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto
Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio Económico 2014" 2) Páginas 33-38 del archivo 4 del documento
denominado "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el Ejercicio
Económico 2014"
Comments: 1) Pages 9 and 10 of the document called ""Presentation of the Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget Draft Bill of
the Republic, for the 2014 Fiscal Year"" include information on the growth of primary budgeted expenditure, showing
programs aimed at helping the poorest sectors; for instance, it is noted that for the Special Pensions Regime and the Ministry
of Labor and Social Security (MTSS, by its Spanish acronym), resources are transferred to the ""Automatic revaluation""
project, which will update the benefits of over 3,400 pensioners, while the MTSS includes transfers to the ""Empléate""
program and the National Employment Program, as well as amounts allocated to the Children's National Board (PANI, by its
Spanish acronym). However, said information does not cover the totality of policies designed for vulnerable sectors. 2) Charts
1 and 2 called ""Financing actions included in the 2011-2014 National Development Plan and Budget Draft Bill of the ordinary
Budget of the Republic"" show the amount allocated to some Social Welfare policies, including policies for vulnerable sectors.
Thus, there is information on the different institutions of the social sector, but this information does not cover 100% of the
budget allocated for vulnerable sectors. There is a narrative and quantitative section of the main amounts allocated to this
end.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

053. Does the executive release to the public its timetable for
formulating the Executive’s Budget Proposal (that is, a
document setting deadlines for submissions from other
government entities, such as line ministries or subnational
government, to the Ministry of Finance or whatever central
government agency is in charge of coordinating the budget’s
formulation)?

A. Yes, a detailed timetable is released to the public.
B. Yes, a timetable is released, but some details are excluded.
C. Yes, a timetable is released, but it lacks important details.
D. No, a timetable is not issued to the public.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Página 15, Punto B19, del documento "Directrices técnicas y metodológicas para la formulación del Presupuesto
2014". Ahí se encuentra el detalle de cuándo deben ser entregados lo anteproyectos de presupuesto al Ministerio de
Hacienda en el año 2014. El documento se encuentra disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/521f4185eff3e_DirectricesTecnicasyMetodologicas2014Enviar.pdf
Comments: The document defines the main technical and methodological elements that must be considered to prepare the
budget draft bills. Likewise, it defines the exact dates in which the Ministry of Finance must submit these documents. Other
significant dates for the submission of the Executive's Budget Proposal are found in the Political Constitution, the Law of
Financial Management and Public Budgets and its regulations.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 3. Comprehensiveness of Other Key Budget Documents
054. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget projections
are based? (The core information must include a discussion of
the economic outlook with estimates of nominal GDP level,
inflation rate, real GDP growth, and interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the macroeconomic forecast is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.

Score: 0
Sources: No aplica.
Comments: In Costa Rica, the Executive Branch does not present a Pre-Budget Statement, so there is no information on the
macroeconomic forecast which supports the budget of the Republic. As shown in Table 1 of this questionnaire. The answer is
the same as the one chosen in 2010.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: The Statement of Reasons of the Budget Proposal includes a table with the macroeconomic estimates on which
the budget proposal is based.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The question refers to the budgetary document called Pre-Budget Statement, which is one of the eight key documents
defined in the methodological guidelines of the OBS and which is not prepared in Costa Rica. Also, the reference used in the
government´s comment refers to the budgetary document called EBP (Executive's Budget Proposal) or Executive's Budget
Project.

055. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
government’s expenditure policies and priorities that will guide
the development of detailed estimates for the upcoming
budget? (The core information must include a discussion of
expenditure policies and priorities and an estimate of total
expenditures.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the government’s expenditure policies and priorities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the government’s expenditure policies and priorities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the government’s expenditure policies and priorities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No aplica

Comments: In Costa Rica, the Executive Branch does not present a Pre-Budget Statement, so there is no central information
on the government´s policies and expenditure priorities. Just as it is shown in Table 1 of this questionnaire. The answer is the
same as the one selected in 2010.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: The Statement of Reasons of the Budget explains the policies and conditions on which the budget proposal is
based. The document Medium-term Budgetary Framework includes some policy scenarios which are in line with the policies
of the budget year.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The question refers to the budget document called Pre-Budget Statement, one of the eight key documents defined in the
methodological guidelines of the OBS and which is not prepared in Costa Rica. Also, the reference used in the comment of the
government reviewer refers to the budgetary document called EBP (Executive's Budget Proposal) or Executive's Budget
Project.

056. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
government’s revenue policies and priorities that will guide the
development of detailed estimates for the upcoming budget?
(The core information must include a discussion of revenue
policies and priorities and an estimate of total revenues.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the government’s revenue policies and priorities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the government’s revenue policies and priorities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the government’s revenue policies and priorities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No aplica
Comments: In Costa Rica, the Executive Branch does not present a Pre-Budget Statement, so there is no essential
information on the government´s revenue policies and expenditure priorities. Just as is shown in Table 1 of this
questionnaire. The answer is the same as the one selected in 2010.

GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: The Medium-Term Budgetary Framework presents estimates of revenue by type of tax for a base scenario which
assumes that current policies are maintained and for a policy scenario under the assumption that new tax actions will be
undertaken.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The question refers to the budget document called the Pre-Budget Statement, one of the eight key documents defined in the
methodological guidelines of the OBS and which is not prepared in Costa Rica. Also, the reference used in the government´s
comment refers to the budget document called EBP (Executive's Budget Proposal) or Executive's Budget Project.

057. Does Pre-Budget Statement present three estimates related
to government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No aplica
Comments: In Costa Rica, the Executive Branch does not produce a Pre-Budget Statement, so information on the three
estimates related to loans and debts are not provided. Just as is shown in Table 1 of this questionnaire. The answer is the
same as the one selected in 2010.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.

Comments: The Medium-Term Budgetary Framework includes estimates of revenue, expenditures and financing;
expenditures includes expenditure estimates considering executed loans and new expenditure. It also includes a table of
loans estimates by ministry. Interests and amortization items include estimates for those items.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The question refers to the budget document the Pre-Budget Statement, one of the eight key documents defined in the
methodological guidelines of the OBS and which is not prepared in Costa Rica. Also, the reference used in the government´s
comment refers to the budget document called the EBP (Executive's Budget Proposal) or Executive's Budget Project.

058. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present estimates of total
expenditures for a multi-year period (at least two-years
beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented.
B. No, multi-year expenditure estimates are not presented.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 0
Sources: No aplica
Comments: In Costa Rica, the Executive Branch does not produce a Pre-Budget Statement, so there is no information on
multi-annual expenditure estimates. Just as is shown in Table 1 of this questionnaire. The answer is the same as the one
selected in 2010.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: The multi-annual estimates include medium-term projections for revenue, expenditure and financing for at least
three or four years following the budget year.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The question refers to the budget document the Pre-Budget Statement, one of the eight key documents defined in the
methodological guidelines of the OBS and which is not prepared in Costa Rica. Also, the reference used in the government´s
comment refers to the budgetary document called EBP (Executive's Budget Proposal) or Executive's Budget Project.

059. Does the Enacted Budget present expenditure estimates by
any of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 11 y 12 del documento "Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario para el Ejercicio Económico 2014"
Tomo 1 se presentan las tres clasificaciones consultadas en la pregunta. Documento disponible en: Tomo 1:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131A_05_12_2013.pdf La información para el resto de instituciones
comprendidas en el Presupuesto Aprobado se puede encontrar en los siguientes enlaces: Tomo 2:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131B_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 3:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131C_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 4:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131D_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 5:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131E_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 6:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131F_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 7:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131G_05_12_2013.pdf (Páginas 36 y 37)
Comments: The Enacted Budget includes expenditure estimates in the three expenditure classifications (administrative,
economic and functional). The Enacted Budget in Costa Rica includes expenditure estimates in the three classifications. The
abovementioned pages show expenditure estimates in the three expenditure classifications. Page 9 details expenditure
estimates for the Presidency of the Republic (administrative classification) and page 10 includes economic and functional
classifications. Also, Book 7 includes the summary for the functional and economic classifications on the abovementioned
pages. The information consulted is shown for all institutions included in the Central Government's budget in the rest of the
books mentioned in the quote.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

060. Does the Enacted Budget present expenditure estimates for
individual programs?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Página 11 y 13 del documento, "Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario para el Ejercicio Económico 2014"
Tomo 1, en la sección denominada Resumen de la Estructura Programática se presenta estimaciones para los programas que
representan todos los gastos. Documento disponible en: Tomo 1:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131A_05_12_2013.pdf La información para el resto de instituciones
comprendidas en el Presupuesto Aprobado se puede encontrar en los siguientes enlaces: Tomo 2:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131B_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 3:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131C_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 4:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131D_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 5:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131E_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 6:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131F_05_12_2013.pdf Tomo 7:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131G_05_12_2013.pdf
Comments: The Enacted Budget, in the section called Summary of Programmatic Structure, includes estimate for programs
that comprise all expenditures. Page 13 of the abovementioned document includes the Enacted Budget by budgetary
program, that is to say, it provides expenditure estimates for all programs for the Presidency of the Republic. This information
is provided in the cited sections for all institutions included in the Central Government's budget.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

061. Does the Enacted Budget present revenue estimates by
category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents revenue estimates by category.

B. No, the Enacted Budget does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 3 - 8 del documento "Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario para el Ejercicio Económico 2014"
Tomo 1 se presenta la información sobre estimaciones de ingresos por categoría. Documento disponible en:
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131A_05_12_2013.pdf
Comments: The Enacted Budget presents revenue estimates by category. On page 3 of the documents there is information
on tax revenue, page 5 includes information on non-tax revenue.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

062. Does the Enacted Budget present individual sources of
revenue?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 3 - 8 del documento "Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario para el Ejercicio Económico 2014"
Tomo 1 se presenta la información sobre las fuentes individuales de ingresos que representan todos los ingresos estimados.
Documento disponible en: http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131A_05_12_2013.pdf
Comments: The Enacted Budget includes individual sources of revenue which account for all revenue. Information is
provided from page 3 to page 8 in the abovementioned document.

GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

063. Does the Enacted Budget present three estimates related to
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Páginas 143-149 del documento "Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario para el Ejercicio Económico 2014"
Tomo 5.
Comments: Pages 144, 145, and 149 of the abovementioned document includes debt interest payments, and pages 144, 145
and 149 provides information on the amount of new net loans for the budget year. There is no information provided on the
total outstanding debt amount by the end of the budget year.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

064. What information is provided in the Citizens Budget? (The
core information must include expenditure and revenue totals,
the main policy initiatives in the budget, the macroeconomic
forecast upon which the budget is based, and contact
information for follow-up by citizens.)

A. The Citizens Budget provides information beyond the core elements.
B. The Citizens Budget provides the core information.
C. The Citizens Budget provides information, but it excludes some core elements.
D. The Citizens Budget is not published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Páginas 10-21 Documento "El Presupuesto Nacional en Costa Rica". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5228c0e0637a1_Folleto_Presupuesto_Nacional.pdf
Comments: The referenced document includes almost all the essential information consulted in this question. Pages 10, 11
and 12 provide information on total revenue; pages 13, 14, 15 and 16 on total expenditure. Regarding the budget´s main
policy initiatives, this information can be found on pages 16 to 21. Finally, contact information appears on page 21. Regarding
the macroeconomic forecast on which the budget is based on, it was not possible to find this information in the document
called ""National Budget in Costa Rica,"" that is why we have selected option C, since they´ve omitted some essential
information. It is important to highlight the effort undertaken by the Ministry of Finance during the preparation of the Budget
Proposal to publish a citizens version of said proposal, this is the first time of the Open Budget Survey where this document
has been prepared.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: The citizens budget includes essential information on the National Budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In accordance with the methodological guidelines set for the OBS, information should be considered for the following
essential components: total expenditure and revenue; main initiatives of budget policies; macroeconomic forecast on which
the budget is based; and contact information for the follow-up by citizens. The Costa Rican citizens budget does not consider
information for the following component: the macroeconomic forecast on which the budget is based.

065. How is the Citizens Budget disseminated to the public?

A. A Citizens Budget is disseminated widely through a combination of at least three different appropriate tools and media
(such as the Internet, billboards, radio programs, newspapers, etc.).

B. A Citizens Budget is published by using at least two, but less than three, means of dissemination, but no other
dissemination efforts are undertaken by the executive.
C. A Citizens Budget is disseminated only by using one means of dissemination.
D. A Citizens Budget is not published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Documento "El Presupuesto Nacional en Costa Rica" Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5228c0e0637a1_Folleto_Presupuesto_Nacional.pdf Consulta realizada a la Dirección General
de Presupuesto Nacional, dependencia del Ministerio de Hacienda. Teléfono: (506) 2539-6240. Correo electrónico:
webpresupuesto@hacienda.go.cr
Comments: In the Costa Rican case, the dissemination of the 2014 Citizens Budget, called ""The National Budget in Costa
Rica"" is conducted through the combination of posting it on the Ministry of Finance's website and distributing printed copies
of the document. It is recognised that the main mean of dissemination is posting the Citizens Budget on the website.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

066. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s requirements for budget information prior to
publishing the Citizens Budget?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s
Budget, and these mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s
Budget; while these mechanisms are accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s
Budget, but these mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the
Citizen’s Budget.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Consulta realizada a la Dirección General de Presupuesto Nacional, dependencia del Ministerio de Hacienda.
Teléfono: (506) 2539-6240. Correo electrónico: webpresupuesto@hacienda.go.cr
Comments: As was mentioned in question 64, the publication of the Citizens Budget of the Executive’s Budget Proposal for
the fiscal year 2014 is an unprecedented event in the development of the Open Budget Survey. After consulting the
Department of the National Budget of the Ministry of Finance, it was confirmed that the Executive had not set up mechanisms
to identify the requirements of the public regarding the type of information the Citizens Budget should include, the
preparation of said document was an internal institutional initiative.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

067. Are “citizens” versions of budget documents published
throughout the budget process?

A. A citizens version of budget documents is published for each of the four stages of the budget process (budget formulation,
enactment, execution, and audit).
B. A citizens version of budget documents is published for at least two of the four stages of the budget process.
C. A citizens version of budget documents is published for at least one stage of the budget process.
D. No citizens version of budget documents is published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Documento "El Presupuesto Nacional en Costa Rica". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5228c0e0637a1_Folleto_Presupuesto_Nacional.pdf
Comments: The abovementioned document corresponds to the citizens´ version of the Executive’s Budget Proposal,
document that corresponds to the formulation stage. There isn´t citizens version produced for the approval, execution and
auditing stages.

GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

068. Do the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by any
of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic,
and functional classification).
B. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the In-Year Reports do not present actual expenditures by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Documentos Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central, disponibles en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/139-cifras-mensuales-de-ingresos-gastos-y-financiamiento-del-gobierno-central Por
ejemplo el denominado Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central Enero 2014. Disponible
en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/53a202fdce951_Enero%202014(Definitivo).xls
Comments: The abovementioned document includes information on real expenditures by economic classification.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

069. Do the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for
individual programs?

A. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all,

expenditures.
C. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the In-Year Reports do not present actual expenditures by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documentos Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central, disponibles en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/139-cifras-mensuales-de-ingresos-gastos-y-financiamiento-del-gobierno-central
Comments: The consulted documents do not provide information on individual programs real expenditures.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: Evaluation and management reports are provided which include execution expenditures by budgetary title,
indicators, by ministry.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In line with the methodological guidelines defined for the OBS, the reports submitted during the year must be accessible to
the public within the period of time in accordance with international good practices. The government points out the
production and existence of management and evaluation of reports; however, he does not provide additional information on
where to find this information. Therefore we have decided not to change the selected answer according to the budgetary
document used to answer this question.

070. Do the In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date
expenditures with either the original estimate for that period
(based on the enacted budget) or the same period in the
previous year?

A. Yes, comparisons are made for expenditures presented in the In-Year Reports.
B. No, comparisons are not made for expenditures presented in the In-Year Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica

A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documentos Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central, disponibles en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/139-cifras-mensuales-de-ingresos-gastos-y-financiamiento-del-gobierno-central Por
ejemplo, el documento Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central Enero 2014. Disponible
en http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/53a202fdce951_Enero%202014(Definitivo).xls
Comments: The documents consulted include comparisons between expenditures included in the Reports submitted during
the year. The document corresponding to January 2014 provides the figures for January 2014 and the 2006-2014 comparative.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

071. Do In-Year Reports present actual revenue by category
(such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, In-Year Reports present actual revenue by category.
B. No, In-Year Reports do not present actual revenue by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documentos Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central, disponibles en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/139-cifras-mensuales-de-ingresos-gastos-y-financiamiento-del-gobierno-central Por
ejemplo el denominado Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central Enero 2014. Disponible
en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/53a202fdce951_Enero%202014(Definitivo).xls
Comments: The Reports submitted during the year called Central Government´s Revenue and Expenditure Monthly Figures,
include the data of real revenue by categories.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

072. Do In-Year Reports present the individual sources of
revenue for actual revenues collected?

A. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenue.
D. No, In-Year Reports do not present individual sources of actual revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Documentos Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central, disponibles en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/139-cifras-mensuales-de-ingresos-gastos-y-financiamiento-del-gobierno-central Por
ejemplo el denominado Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central Enero 2014. Disponible
en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/53a202fdce951_Enero%202014(Definitivo).xls
Comments: The In-year Reports include individual revenue sources that account for over two thirds of total revenue, though
not for all individual revenue sources. The documents consulted provide information for the following individual revenue
sources: Income and Utilities Tax and income; imports, exports, sales, consumption.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

073. Do the In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date
revenues with either the original estimate for that period
(based on the enacted budget) or the same period in the
previous year?

A. Yes, comparisons are made for revenues presented in the In-Year Reports.
B. No, comparisons are not made for revenues presented in the In-Year Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica

A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documentos Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central, disponibles en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/139-cifras-mensuales-de-ingresos-gastos-y-financiamiento-del-gobierno-central Por
ejemplo el denominado Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central Enero 2014. Disponible
en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/53a202fdce951_Enero%202014(Definitivo).xls
Comments: The documents consulted include comparisons between the revenues included in the Reports which were
submitted during the year. For example, the document corresponding to January 2014 provides the figures for January 2014
and the 2006-2014 comparison.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

074. Do In-Year Reports present three estimates related to actual
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing; the total debt outstanding; and interest payments?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Documentos Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central, disponibles en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/139-cifras-mensuales-de-ingresos-gastos-y-financiamiento-del-gobierno-central Por
ejemplo el denominado Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central Enero 2014. Disponible
en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/53a202fdce951_Enero%202014(Definitivo).xls Adicionalmente en el documento
denominado Financiamiento Interno del Gobierno Central (Bancario y No Bancario) 2014. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/53a88cf6a9a04_finangob2014%2014.xls
Comments: The reports submitted during the year include information on a key estimate related to borrowing and debt: the
amount of new net loans during the year. It was not possible to find information related to the central government´s total

amount of the debt in that moment of the year; or the outstanding debt´s interest payments as of that date. The document
called “2014 Central Government´s Internal Financing (Banking and Non Banking)“, provides information on net placements
made by the government in the Banking and Non Banking sectors at the internal level.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

075. Do In-Year Reports present information related to the
composition of the total actual debt outstanding? (The core
information must include interest rates on the debt
instruments; maturity profile of the debt; and whether it is
domestic or external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the composition of the total actual debt outstanding.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the composition of the total actual debt outstanding.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to composition of total actual debt outstanding is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Documentos Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central, disponibles en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/139-cifras-mensuales-de-ingresos-gastos-y-financiamiento-del-gobierno-central Por
ejemplo el denominado Cifras mensuales de Ingresos, Gastos y Financiamiento del Gobierno Central Enero 2014. Disponible
en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/53a202fdce951_Enero%202014(Definitivo).xls Adicionalmente en el documento
denominado Financiamiento Interno del Gobierno Central (Bancario y No Bancario) 2014. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/53a88cf6a9a04_finangob2014%2014.xls
Comments: The documents consulted provide information on the composition of the Central Government´s debt which
meets the criteria whether its domestic or external debt. However, it was not possible to find information on debt´s interest
rates and debt amortisation profile, therefore we select option C. The document called 2014 Central Government´s Internal
Financing (Banking and Non Banking), it is possible to find greater detail on the composition of the domestic debt.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

076. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include an updated
macroeconomic forecast for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, the estimates for the macroeconomic forecast have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences
between the original and updated forecasts is presented.
B. Yes, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between
the original and updated forecasts is presented.
C. Yes, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the
original and updated forecast is not presented.
D. No, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: En Costa Rica no se produce un documento de acuerdo a los criterios establecidos en esta investigación para el
documento presupuestario denominado "Revisión de Mitad de Año".
Comments: Since the Mid-Year Review document is not prepared, there is no updated macroeconomic forecast for the
current budget year.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

077. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
expenditure estimates for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the original and
updated expenditure estimates is presented.
B. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the original and
updated expenditure estimates is presented.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original and updated

expenditure estimates is not presented.
D. No, expenditure estimates have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: En Costa Rica no se produce un documento de acuerdo a los criterios establecidos en esta investigación para el
documento presupuestario denominado "Revisión de Mitad de Año".
Comments: Since the Mid-Year Review document is not prepared, there are no updated expenditure estimates for the
current budget year.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

078. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present
expenditure estimates by any of the three expenditure
classifications (by administrative, economic, or functional
classification)?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: En Costa Rica no se produce un documento de acuerdo a los criterios establecidos en esta investigación para el
documento presupuestario denominado "Revisión de Mitad de Año".

Comments: Since the Mid-Year Review document is not prepared, there are no estimates of expenditure for any of the three
expenditure classifications, either administrative, functional or economic.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

079. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present
expenditure estimates for individual programs?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: En Costa Rica no se produce un documento de acuerdo a los criterios establecidos en esta investigación para el
documento presupuestario denominado "Revisión de Mitad de Año".
Comments: Since the Mid-Year Review document is not prepared, there are no estimates of expenditure for individual
programs for the current budget year.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

080. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
revenue estimates for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the original and updated
revenue estimates is presented.

B. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the original and
updated revenue estimates is presented.
C. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original and updated
revenue estimates is not presented.
D. No, revenue estimates have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: En Costa Rica no se produce un documento de acuerdo a los criterios establecidos en esta investigación para el
documento presupuestario denominado "Revisión de Mitad de Año".
Comments: Since the Mid-Year Review document is not prepared, there are no updated revenue estimates for the current
fiscal year.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

081. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present revenue
estimates by category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 0
Sources: En Costa Rica no se publica un documento de acuerdo a los criterios establecidos en esta investigación para el
documento presupuestario denominado "Revisión de Mitad de Año".
Comments: Since the Mid-Year Review document is not prepared, there are no revenue estimates by category, for instance,
tax and non-tax.

GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

082. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present individual
sources of revenue?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: En Costa Rica no se publica un documento de acuerdo a los criterios establecidos en esta investigación para el
documento presupuestario denominado "Revisión de Mitad de Año".
Comments: Since the Mid-Year Review document is not prepared, there are no updated estimates on individual revenue
sources.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

083. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
estimates of government borrowing and debt, including its
composition, for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, and information on all of the differences between
the original and updated estimates is presented.
B. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, and information on some of the differences
between the original and updated estimates is presented.

C. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, but information on the differences between the
original and updated estimates is not presented.
D. No, estimates of government borrowing and debt have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: En Costa Rica no se publica un documento de acuerdo a los criterios establecidos en esta investigación para el
documento presupuestario denominado "Revisión de Mitad de Año".
Comments: Since the Mid-Year Review document is not prepared, there are no updated expenditure estimates on Central
Government loans and debts, including their composition, for the current budget year.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

084. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted levels (including in-year changes approved by the
legislature) and the actual outcome for expenditures?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all expenditures are presented,
along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all expenditures are presented,
but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for some but not all expenditures are
presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for expenditures are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 41-55 del documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio

Económico 2013". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf Información más detallada, mediante clasificación administrativa se puede ubicar en la sección denominada Informe
Anual de Evaluación 2013. Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12767-informe-anual-de-evaluacion-2013 Por
ejemplo, el caso del Ministerio de Obras Públicas y Transportes. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a46c3dfd4_IAE2013_209_Ministerio%20de%20Obras%20Publicas%20y%20Transportes.p
df
Comments: The 2013 Physical Results of Executed Programs includes information on the differences between approved and
real expenditures of the completed budget year, and it also includes a broad narrative discussion on said differences. This
information can be found starting on page 41 of the mentioned document. Likewise, by using the administrative classification,
the mentioned elements can be appreciated in greater detail for each administrative unit that comprise the Central
Government. This can be seen in the document which was attached to this answer prepared by the Ministry of Public Works
and Transportation.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

085. Does the Year-End Report present expenditure estimates by
any of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 42-51 (del archivo PDF) del documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas
Ejecutados Ejercicio Económico 2013", para lo que respecta a las clasificaciones administrativa, económicas y funcional.
Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf Información más detallada, mediante clasificación administrativa se puede ubicar en la sección denominada Informe
Anual de Evaluación 2013. Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12767-informe-anual-de-evaluacion-2013 Por

ejemplo, el caso del Ministerio de Obras Públicas y Transportes. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a46c3dfd4_IAE2013_209_Ministerio%20de%20Obras%20Publicas%20y%20Transportes.p
df
Comments: The 2013 Physical Results of Executed Programs includes information on the differences between approved and
real expenditures of the completed budget year, and it also includes a broad narrative discussion on said differences. This
information can be found starting on page 41 of the mentioned document. Likewise, by using the administrative classification,
the mentioned elements can be appreciated in greater detail for each administrative unit that comprise the Central
Government. This can be seen in the document which was attached to this answer prepared by the Ministry of Public Works
and Transportation.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

086. Does the Year-End Report present expenditure estimates
for individual programs?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Información más detallada, mediante clasificación administrativa, para cada una de las unidades administrativas, en
el cuadro denominado Información General del Programa/ Subprograma que componen el Gobierno Central, se puede ubicar
en la sección denominada Informe Anual de Evaluación 2013. Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12767informe-anual-de-evaluacion-2013 Por ejemplo, el caso del Ministerio de Obras Públicas y Transportes, páginas 25 en el
cuadro denominado Información General del Subprograma. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a46c3dfd4_IAE2013_209_Ministerio%20de%20Obras%20Publicas%20y%20Transportes.p
df
Comments: The 2013 Physical Results of Executed Programs of each administrative unit included in the Central Government
´s budget provides estimates by budgetary program for most expenditures of the completed budget year, because it focuses
on budgetary programs with the largest allocations. The former can be seen in the Ministry of Public Works and
Transportation report which is mentioned and attached to this answer, especially on page 25, particularly in the table called

Subprogram General Information, which focuses on the budgetary program with highest spending such as “Road
Infrastructure Maintenance“. However, important data is omitted, because there is no detailed information for each of the
budgetary programs of each administrative unit.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

087. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted levels (including in-year changes approved by the
legislature) and the actual outcome for revenues?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all revenues are presented, along
with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all revenues are presented, but a
narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for some but not all revenues are
presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for revenues are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 21-41 del documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio
Económico 2013". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf
Comments: The Year-End report, called “2013 Physical Results of Executed Programs“ provides the differences between the
approved levels and the actual revenue results; this information includes budgetary modifications conducted via
extraordinary budgets during the budget year. The information included in the document presents the difference between
the approved levels and the actual results of revenue, together with a narrative explanation.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

088. Does the Year-End Report present revenue estimates by
category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Year-End Report does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 20 y 26 del documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio
Económico 2013". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf
Comments: Table 3 called Costa Rica´s Central Government Main Accumulated Revenue as of December of each year,
includes revenue estimates in the Year-End Report shown by category; namely, whether sources are disaggregated by tax and
non-tax revenue.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

089. Does the Year-End Report present individual sources of
revenue?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica

B.
Score: 67
Sources: Páginas 21-41 del documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio
Económico 2013", con especial énfasis en la página 26. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf
Comments: The pages in the 2013 Physical Results of Executed Programs which were specified in sources include information
for individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two thirds of revenue but it does not provide information for all
individual sources, since there is no detail on non-tax revenue, only that included in table 3 called Central Government of
Costa Rica Main Accumulated Revenue as of December of each year.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

090. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of government borrowing and debt,
including its composition, for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal year
and the actual outcome for that year are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal year
and the actual outcome for that year are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for
the fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal year and
the actual outcome for that year is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Páginas 40, 41, 70, 71 y 72 del documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados
Ejercicio Económico 2013". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.

pdf
Comments: Pages 40 and 41 of the document called “2013 Physical Results of Executed Programs” provide information on
the actual amount of new net loans acquired during the budget year and its comparison to estimates, there is also
information on whether the debt is domestic or external and the creditors of the external debt. On pages 70, 71 and 72 of
said document, there is information on outstanding debt interest payments for the budget year. However, it is possible to
note limitations in the provided information since it does not provide estimates on the central government´s total amount of
debt at the end of the budget year, interest rates on the debt and debt amortization profile.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

091. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original macroeconomic forecast for the fiscal year and the
actual outcome for that year?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year
and the actual outcome for that year are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original macroeconomic forecast for the fiscal year and the actual outcome
for that year is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Páginas 12-21 del documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio
Económico 2013". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf
Comments: Pages 12-21 of the attached documents, provide some information on the differences between the original
macroeconomic forecast for the budget year and the actual results. The indicators included in the 2013 Physical Results of
Executed Programs Results should be the same as those detailed in question 15 of this survey. Specifically, it includes
indicators about international context, GDP growth, inflation and economic activity, among others. However, since there is no

data on interest rates actual performance the answer selected is C.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

092. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the
actual outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual
outcome are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual
outcome are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimate of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the
actual outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual outcome are
not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Páginas 85-101, con especial énfasis a partir de la página 90 del documento denominado "Informe de Resultados
Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio Económico 2013". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf Información más detallada, mediante clasificación administrativa se puede ubicar en la sección denominada Informe
Anual de Evaluación 2013, ahí se presenta el detalle para cada una de las unidades administrativas comprendidas en el
presupuesto del Gobierno Central. Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12767-informe-anual-de-evaluacion2013 Por ejemplo, el caso del Ministerio de Educación Pública. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a46c5c0e4_IAE2013_210_Ministerio%20de%20Educacion%20Publica.pdf
Comments: According to the information included in the Year-End report, it can be seen that there are no estimates
regarding the differences between non-financial original estimated information on inputs and contributions and the actual
result of the budget year. Consider that the question focuses on the consideration and identification of the differences
between the original estimates and the actual result of the inputs/acquisitions needed to meet each of the goals defined by
budgetary program, we select option D.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

093. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the
actual outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual
outcome are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual
outcome are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimate of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the
actual outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual outcome are
not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Páginas 85-101, con especial énfasis a partir de la página 90 del documento denominado "Informe de Resultados
Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio Económico 2013". Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf Información más detallada, mediante clasificación administrativa se puede ubicar en la sección denominada Informe
Anual de Evaluación 2013, ahí se presenta el detalle para cada una de las unidades administrativas comprendidas en el
presupuesto del Gobierno Central. Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12767-informe-anual-de-evaluacion2013 Por ejemplo, el caso del Ministerio de Obras Públicas y Transportes. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a46c3dfd4_IAE2013_209_Ministerio%20de%20Obras%20Publicas%20y%20Transportes.p
df
Comments: The referenced pages provide information on the differences between all original estimates of non-financial data
on results and actual results, as well as a narrative explanation. Pages 85-90 include some achievements that have been
considered strategic by the Directorate General for the National Budget. At the beginning on page 90 there is detailed
information on management indicators of key institutions within administrative units considered in the Central Government
budget, specifically, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Public Security, the Judiciary Branch, the Ministry of Health, the
Ministry of Public Education, and the Ministry of Public Works and Transportation. Likewise, it is possible to find information
on the differences between the original estimates of non-financial data on results and actual results for each administrative
unit, as mentioned above and provided as an example in the Year-End report of the Ministry of Public Works and
Transportation.

GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

094. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted level of funds for policies (both new proposals and
existing policies) that are intended to benefit directly the
country’s most impoverished populations and the actual
outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s
most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s
most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for some but not all of the policies that are intended to benefit
directly the country’s most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s
most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Documento "Informe de Evaluación Anual del Ejercicio Económico 2013 del Ministerio de Vivienda y Asentamientos
Humanos". Página 4 Cuadro "Comparativo del monto autorizado y ejecutado por partida presupuestaria" Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a46d6497f_IAE2013_215_Ministerio%20de%20Vivienda%20y%20Asentamientos%20Hu
manos.pdf Documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio Económico 2013".
Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf Información más detallada, mediante clasificación administrativa se puede ubicar en la sección denominada Informe
Anual de Evaluación 2013. Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12767-informe-anual-de-evaluacion-2013
Comments: While some information is provided on the policies implemented by each administrative unit included in the
Central Government budget, there is no detailed information on the different social programs aimed at helping the poor
population. There is no emphasis in showing the differences between the approved level and the actual result of the funds
allocated to policies designed to benefit directly the country’s poorest sectors. An example of the information that is included
is the transfers associated to the Home Mortgage Bank (Banco Hipotecario de la Vivienda) which is responsible for providing
the so called “housing bonds”, shown on page 4 of the document called “2013 Annual Evaluation Report of the Ministry of
Housing and Human Settlements.” However, there is information only on the authorised amount and the executed amount (it

refers to the amount transferred to the BANHVI), and there is no information on the amount effectively executed by the
BANHVI.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

095. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual
outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome are
presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome are
presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the
actual outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome is not
presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
E.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio Económico 2013".
Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf Información más detallada, mediante clasificación administrativa se puede ubicar en la sección denominada Informe
Anual de Evaluación 2013. Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12767-informe-anual-de-evaluacion-2013
Consulta realizada a la Dirección General de Presupuesto Nacional, dependencia del Ministerio de Hacienda. Teléfono: (506)
2539-6240. Correo electrónico: webpresupuesto@hacienda.go.cr
Comments: Since the enactment of the Republic´s Financial Administration and Public Budgets Law in 2011, section IV states
that the Executive Branch is required to eliminate extra-budgetary funds (and therefore extra-budgetary expenditure) starting
from the fiscal year following the issuance of said law (2002). With that in mind, in Costa Rica there are no extra-budgetary
funds since 2002. There is no information on extra-budgetary funds. It is important to mention that, while it is true that all the
funds of the Costa Rican public sector are not under the Legislative´s purview - for more details, see comment to answer 1 these are not considered extra-budgetary funds since the budgets of autonomous institutions and other dependencies meet
a series of legal requirements imposed by the Comptroller General of the Republic to ensure their approval. Thus, every

existing revenue and expenditure is properly supported in a document that has met every legal provision for its approval. The
resources of autonomous institutions that are not put to the consideration of the Legislative cannot be considered special
funds, or unregulated funds, since the budget year requires having the approval of their budget proposal. The answer is the
same as the one selected in 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

096. Is a financial statement included as part of the Year-End
Report or released as a separate report?

A. Yes, a financial statement is part of the Year-End Report or is released as a separate report.
B. No, a financial statement is neither part of the Year-End Report nor released as a separate report.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento denominado "Informe de Resultados Físicos de los Programas Ejecutados Ejercicio Económico 2013".
Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5314a4403f7f0_Informe%20Consolidado%20de%20Evaluacion%20Anual%202013%20FINAL.
pdf Información más detallada, mediante clasificación administrativa se puede ubicar en la sección denominada Informe
Anual de Evaluación 2013. Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12767-informe-anual-de-evaluacion-2013
Comments: As part of the Year-End Report, called the 2013 Physical Results of Executed Programs, or in the 2013 Annual
Evaluation Reports of each administrative unit, there is no financial statement including the elements mentioned in the
guidelines of the question, and no separate report is published.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

097. What type of audits (compliance, financial, or performance)
has the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) conducted and made
available to the public?

A. The SAI has conducted all three types of audits (compliance, financial, or performance) and made them available to the
public.
B. The SAI has conducted two of the three types of audits, and made them available to the public.
C. The SAI has conducted one of the three types of audits, and made them available to the public.
D. The SAI has not conducted any of the three types of audits, or has not made them available to the public.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 351-357 del documento "Memoria Anual 2013", Anexo 2 denominado Informes de Auditoria Emitidos 2013.
Disponible en: http://www.cgr.go.cr/rev_dig/mem_anual/2013/files/assets/downloads/publicacion.pdf Artículo 21 de la Ley N.º
7428 Ley Orgánica de la Contraloría General de la República. Disponible en:
http://www.tse.go.cr/pdf/normativa/leyorganicaContraloria.pdf
Comments: To provide as an example, here is the detail of the audit reports submitted by the Comptroller General of the
Republic during 2013 for each type of audit: -Financial: DFOE-AE-IF-05-2013 Financial Audit in the National Institute of Housing
and Urban Planning (INVU). -Regulatory compliance: DFOE-AE-IF-03-2013 Special Audit on the compliance with the obligations
stated in the Comprehensive Waste Management Law No. 8839 by the Ministry of Environment and Energy and the National
Environmental Technical Secretary (SETENA). -Performance: DFOE-AE-IF-01-2013 Operating Audit on the efficacy of the
Government to ensure the quality of water in its various uses. Annex 2 called Audit Reports Issued in 2013, provides the
specific detail of audits conducted by the Comptroller General of the Republic (CGR) during the 2013 fiscal year. This section
was selected when submitting more detailed information on the CGR’s audit work. That table shows the various types of
audits conducted, which comply with the criteria established in this question: financial, regulatory compliance and
performance. The above has its legal foundation on article 21 of Law No. 7428 Organic Law of the Comptroller General of the
Republic, which states the following: “The Comptroller General of the Republic may conduct financial, operating and special
audits of passive subjects“.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

098. What percentage of expenditures within the mandate of the
Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) has been audited?

A. All expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
B. Expenditures representing at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
C. Expenditures representing less than two-thirds of expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.

D. No expenditures have been audited.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Páginas 351-357 del documento "Memoria Anual 2013", Anexo 2 denominado Informes de Auditoria Emitidos 2013.
Disponible en: http://www.cgr.go.cr/rev_dig/mem_anual/2013/files/assets/downloads/publicacion.pdf
Comments: As can be seen in the quote above, the audits conducted cover less than two thirds of the total Central
Government expenditure. The audit concept is based on the guidelines of the question. The above is explained because the
audit conducted by the CGR in 2013 is over two thirds of the total public resources within its sphere of action. As mentioned
on pages 210 and 214 (subsections Sphere of Action and Resources and Contributions of the subsequent control of the fourth
part of the abovementioned document): “For 2013, public budgets amounted to ¢19,144,093.0 million, including the resources
of the Central Government budget ¢6,448,356 million)."" ""In 2013, the subsequent audit processes achieved a coverage cover
of ¢14,4 billion estimated according to the type of audit and the aspects evaluated through samples, to consider certain
amounts of budgetary items or programs as covered“. The answer is the same as the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012
analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

099. What percentage of extra-budgetary funds within the
mandate of the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) has been
audited?

A. All extra-budgetary funds within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
B. Extra-budgetary funds accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures associated with extra-budgetary funds
within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
C. Extra-budgetary funds accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures associated with extra-budgetary funds within
the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
D. No extra-budgetary funds have been audited.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
E.

Score: 0
Sources: Por disposición legal. No existen fondos extrapresupuestarios. Página 45 Documento Ley de Administración
Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos Nº8131. Transitorio IV. Disponible en:
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5218acf80cb34_LEYDELAADMINISTRACIONFINANCIERADELAREPUBLICAYPRESU.pdf
Comments: As mentioned above, the Financial Administration and Public Budgets Law of the Republic (Law No. 8131) states
that the Executive Branch is required to eliminate extra-budgetary funds. In Costa Rica there are no extra-budgetary funds
since 2002. It is reiterated that, while it is true that the entirety of funds of the Costa Rican public sector is not put for
consideration of the Legislative Branch during the budgets´ discussion and approval, it cannot be considered that there exist
extra-budgetary funds, since the budgets of autonomous institutions and other dependencies meet a series of legal
requirements imposed by the Comptroller General of the Republic. Thus, every existing revenue and expenditure is properly
supported in a document that has met every legal provision for its approval. The answer is the same as the one selected in
the 2012 analysis.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: Extra-budgetary funds, which are known as Decentralized Bodies in Costa Rica, are audited by the Comptroller
General of the Republic.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
According to the definition of extra-budgetary funds used in the Open Budget Survey, extra-budgetary funds are non-existent.
The proper legal basis for this claim has been provided.

100. Does the annual Audit Report(s) prepared by the Supreme
Audit Institution (SAI) include an executive summary?

A. Yes, the annual Audit Report(s) includes one or more executive summaries summarizing the report’s content.
B. No, the annual Audit Report(s) does not include an executive summary.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 0
Sources: No fue posible la identificación de un documento que cumpla con las características de un resumen ejecutivo del
documento denominado "Memoria Anual 2013" de la Contraloría General de la República. Consulta telefónica a la Plataforma
de Servicios de la Contraloría General de la República. Teléfono: (506) 2501-8200

Comments: According to the website dedicated to the disseminate the publications produced by the Comptroller General of
the Republic (http://cgrw01.cgr.go.cr/portal/page?_pageid=434,1810152&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL), the last time an
executive summary of the CGR´s annual report was submitted was in 2011 which is why the answer has changed from the
2012 OBS. The publication of the document was corroborated with the Service Platform of the Comptroller General´s Service
via telephone enquiry. Telephone No.: (506) 2501-8200
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

101. Does the executive make available to the public a report on
what steps it has taken to address audit recommendations or
findings that indicate a need for remedial action?

A. Yes, the executive reports publicly on what steps it has taken to address audit findings.
B. Yes, the executive reports publicly on most audit findings.
C. Yes, the executive reports publicly on some audit findings.
D. No, the executive does not report on steps it has taken to address audit findings.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento denominado "Memoria Anual 2013" de la Contraloría General de la República. Disponible en:
http://www.cgr.go.cr/rev_dig/mem_anual/2013/files/assets/downloads/publicacion.pdf
Comments: No information was found regarding the Executive reporting on the steps taken to address the results of the
annual report of the Comptroller General of the Republic.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: The annual report of the CGR is not required to include this information. However, when the CGR determines
that there is an auditable matter, this statement shall be addressed by the Executive. The existence of said report of action
should be included in the entities related to the executive and not in the annual report of the CGR. Some examples of this are
some notices of the CGR that get to the press and are addressed by the parties involved.

102. Does either the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) or legislature
release to the public a report that tracks actions taken by the
executive to address audit recommendations?

A. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on what steps the executive has taken to address all audit recommendations.
B. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on most audit recommendations.
C. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on some audit recommendations.
D. No, neither the SAI nor legislature reports on steps the executive has taken to address audit recommendations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento denominado "Memoria Anual 2013" de la Contraloría General de la República. Disponible en:
http://www.cgr.go.cr/rev_dig/mem_anual/2013/files/assets/downloads/publicacion.pdf
Comments: The mentioned document does not include information issued by the Supreme Audit Institution or the Legislative
on how the Executive address the recommendations made by the Comptroller General´s audit.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: Same as the previous question.

Section 4. Strength of Oversight Institutions
103. Does the legislature have internal capacity to conduct
budget analyses or use independent research capacity for such
analyses?

A. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office/unit attached to the legislature, and it has sufficient staffing, resources,
and analytical capacity to carry out its tasks.

B. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office, but its staffing and other resources, including adequate funding, are
insufficient to carry out its tasks.
C. Yes, there are independent researchers outside the legislature that can perform budget analyses and the legislature takes
advantage of this capacity, but there is no specialized office attached to the legislature.
D. No, the legislature has neither internal capacity nor access to independent research capacity for budget analyses.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Documento: Ley de Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos, artículo 40. Disponible en:
http://www.pgr.go.cr/Scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_repartidor.asp?
param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=47258&nValor3=73503¶m2=2&strTipM=TC&lResultado=14&strSim=simp La información
referente al Departamento Análisis Presupuestario de la Asamblea Legislativa, se puede encontrar en el siguiente enlace:
http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Centro_de_Informacion/Lists/Organizacin%20AL/DispForm.aspx?
ID=14&Source=/Centro_de_Informacion/Paginas/Estructura%20Organizativa%20de%20la%20Asamblea%20Legislativa.aspx.
Comments: The Legislative Assembly can count on the the Department of Budgetary Analysis, which provides support during
the discussion of the budget. In addition, during the discussion of the Ordinary Budget of the Republic, the Commission of
Financial Affairs may request the appointment of Central Bank officials as consultants, and it also can request the
appointment of consultants from the Comptroller General of the Republic in permanent capacity to the Legislative
Commission. However, their set capacities are not enough to develop their support, research and analysis actions.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

104. Does the legislature debate budget policy prior to the
tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. Yes, the legislature both debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal and approves
recommendations for the budget, and the executive is obliged to reflect the legislature’s recommendations in the budget.
B. Yes, the legislature both debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal and approves
recommendations for the budget, but the executive is not obliged to reflect the legislature’s recommendations in the budget.
C. Yes, the legislature debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but the legislature does
not approve recommendations for the budget.
D. No, neither the full legislature nor any legislative committee debate budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s
Budget Proposal.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No disponible
Comments: According to the guidelines of the question, in Costa Rica there is no budgetary policy discussion before the
Executive’s Budget Proposal is submitted. After the Executive submits its budget proposal, the discussion takes place. There is
always the possibility that any public officer from the Ministry of Finance - especially from Directorate General for the National
Budget- might appear before the Public Revenue and Expenditure Control Committee and the Finance Committee of the
Legislative. This scenario would the budgetary discussion to begin before the submission of Executive’s Budget Proposal;
however, it is not a formally installed practice in the legislation, and in practice it does not include the publication of a specific
document.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: For the current budget cycle, there has been a political discussion before the submission of the budget. This
represents a change regarding previous periods where said preliminary discussion did not take place. This should be kept in
mind for the next analysis.

105. Does the executive hold consultations with members of the
legislature as part of its process of determining budget
priorities?

A. Yes, the executive holds consultations with a wide range of legislators.
B. Yes, the executive holds consultations with a range of legislators, but some key members are excluded.
C. Yes, the executive holds consultations with only a limited number of legislators.
D. No, the executive does not consult with members of the legislature as part of the budget preparation process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No aplica.

Comments: According to the guidelines of the question, in Costa Rica, the Executive does not consult the members of the
Legislative to determine budgetary priorities during budget formulation process. As mentioned in the previous question,there
is always the possibility that a public officer from the Ministry of Finance - especially from Directorate General for the National
Budget- appears before the Legislative´s Public Revenue and Expenditure Control Committee and the Finance Committee,
where elements related to budgetary priorities could be addressed; however, it is not a formally established mechanism.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The last budget year has shown differences compared to previous ones and on this specific subject. This should
be kept in mind for the next analysis.

106. How far in advance of the start of the budget year does the
legislature receive the Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least three months before the start of the budget year.
B. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least six weeks, but less than three months, before the start of
the budget year.
C. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal less than six weeks before the start of the budget year.
D. The legislature does not receive the Executive’s Budget Proposal before the start of the budget year.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documento "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el
ejercicio económico 2014". Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-del-presupuesto-dela-republica-2014 Documento "Constitución Política de la República de Costa Rica" Disponible en:
http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Documents/Constituci%C3%B3n%20Pol%C3%ADtica.pdf
Comments: The Legislative Branch receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal on September 1st of the year that precedes the
budget year. This is in accordance with article 178 of the Political Constitution of Costa Rica. The answer is the same as the
one selected in the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

107. When does the legislature approve the Executive’s Budget
Proposal?

A. The legislature approves the budget at least one month in advance of the start of the budget year.
B. The legislature approves the budget less than one month in advance of the start of the budget year, but at least by the start
of the budget year.
C. The legislature approves the budget less than one month after the start of the budget year.
D. The legislature approves the budget more than one month after the start of the budget year, or does not approve the
budget.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documento "Presentación de Proyecto de Ley de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el
ejercicio económico 2014". Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-del-presupuesto-dela-republica-2014 Documento "Constitución Política de la República de Costa Rica" Disponible en:
http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Documents/Constituci%C3%B3n%20Pol%C3%ADtica.pdf La fecha exacta de aprobación de la Ley
de Presupuesto Ordinario y Extraordinario de la República, para el ejercicio económico 2014 se encuentra en la página 52 del
Tomo 7. Disponible en http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2013/12/05/ALCA131g_05_12_2013.pdf
Comments: The Legislative Branch must approve the Executive’s Budget Proposal no later than November 30th of the year
that precedes the budget year. This is in accordance with article 178 of the Political Constitution of Costa Rica. In practice, said
situation takes place as stated by the legal regulation. The November 30th term meets the criteria of option A, since it is
approved at least one month before the beginning of the budget year, which starts on January 1st in Costa Rica. In the case of
the Law of Ordinary and Extraordinary Budget of the Republic, for the 2014 fiscal year The Executive´s Budget Proposal was
approved on November 27 2013, information that appears on page 52 of Book 7 of the mentioned document. The answer is
the same as the one selected in the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

108. Does the legislature have the authority in law to amend the
Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. Yes, the legislature has unlimited authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
B. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, with some limitations.
C. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but its authority is very limited.
D. No, the legislature does not have any authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Documento "Constitución Política de la República de Costa Rica" Disponible en:
http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Documents/Constituci%C3%B3n%20Pol%C3%ADtica.pdf Documento "Ley Nº8131 Ley de
Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos" Artículo 39. Disponible en:
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/2000-2004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html
Comments: The Legislative Assembly has the power -given by the Political Constitution on article 179- to modify the
Executive’s Budget Proposal, with certain limitations, such as the restriction of approving expenditure without a source of
funds, or changing revenues which have a specific allocation by nature. The answer selected is the same as the one selected
in the 2010 and 2012 analyses.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

109. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds between administrative units that receive
explicit funding in the Enacted Budget, and is it legally required
to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds
between administrative units, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds between administrative units, but is not
required to do so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds
between administrative units, but in practice the executive shifts funds without seeking prior approval or input from the
legislature.
D. The executive shifts funds between administrative units without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and

there is no law or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documento "Constitución Política de la República de Costa Rica" Artículos 179 y 180. Disponible en:
http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Documents/Constituci%C3%B3n%20Pol%C3%ADtica.pdf Documento "Ley Nº 8131 Ley de
Administración Financiera y Presupuestos Públicos" Artículo 45. Disponible en:
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?
param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=47258&nValor3=73503¶m2=3&strTipM=TC&lResultado=24&strSim=simp
Comments: As stated in article 18 of the Political Constitution, “Ordinary and extraordinary budgets [...] may be modified only
by laws proposed by the Executive Branch [...] when the Assembly is in recess, the Executive Branch may change the
allocation of an authorised item or open additional loans, but only to meet urgent or unexpected needs in case of war,
internal turmoil or public disaster.” Said limitations are observed in practice. In addition, it is important to mention that the
budget is completely allocated to programs, therefore, any modification in units would imply a change in the budgetary
programs, requiring legislative approval. The enforceability is stated in article 45 of the Financial Administration and Public
Budgets Law of the Republic. In accordance to this regulation, any budgetary modification that affects the total amount of the
budget, involving an increase in current expenditure at the expense of capital expenditure, that implies transfers between
budgetary programs, affecting the total amount of indebtedness, or transfers between personal and non personal services,
necessarily requires the approval of the Legislative; until that approval is granted the resources cannot be used. The answer is
the same as the one selected in the 2012 analysis.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

110. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds within administrative units that receive explicit
funding in the Enacted Budget, and is it legally required to do
so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within
administrative units, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within administrative units, but is not
required to do so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within
administrative units, but in practice the executive shifts funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.

D. The executive shifts funds within administrative units without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and
there is no law or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Documento "Ley de Administración Financiera y Presupuestos Públicos" Ley Nº 8131, Artículo 45 Disponible en:
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?
param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=47258&nValor3=73503¶m2=3&strTipM=TC&lResultado=24&strSim=simp
Comments: According to article 45 of the Financial Administration and Public Budgets Law of the Republic, the transfers of
funds between budgetary items that affect the total budget amount, or that involve an increase in current expenditure at the
expense of capital expenditure, or that imply transfers between budgetary programs, in addition to those affecting the total
amount of indebtedness, among others, require the approval of the Legislative Assembly. In addition, it states that “any
modification not mentioned in the previous paragraph is left to the Executive Branch, in accordance with the regulation
provided to that effect,” these modifications are controlled by the Comptroller General of the Republic“.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: When movements are made within the same budget program, approval from the Legislative is not required. The
Executive does it through the issuance of an executive decree.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

111. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
spending excess revenue (that is, amounts higher than
originally anticipated) that may become available during the
budget execution period, and is it legally required to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess
revenues, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess revenue, but is not required to do so
by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess
revenue, but in practice the executive spends these funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive spends excess revenues without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law or
regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documento "Ley Nº8131Ley de Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos. Articulo 38
Disponible en: http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/20002004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html Consulta realizada a la Dirección General de Presupuesto Nacional, dependencia del
Ministerio de Hacienda. Teléfono: (506) 2539-6240. Correo electrónico: webpresupuesto@hacienda.go.cr
Comments: According to the referenced regulation, and to the consultation that was conducted, if there was an increase in
revenue during the fiscal year in comparison to the revenue estimated in the Enacted Budget, the Executive is required to
request from the Comptroller General of the Republic a reclassification of the revenue of the Central Government. This way it
would obtain a Revenue certification which is necessary to process a budget project, either ordinary or extraordinary. This is
in compliance with article 38 of the Financial Administration and Public Budgets Law. The answer is the same as the one
chosen in the 2012 survey.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

112. When was the most recent supplemental budget approved?

A. The most recent supplemental budget was approved before the funds were expended.
B. The most recent supplemental budget was approved after the funds were expended, or the executive implemented the
supplemental budget without ever receiving approval from the legislature (please specify).
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documento "Ley de Administración Financiera y Presupuestos Públicos" Ley Nº 8131, Artículo 45 Disponible en:
http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/2000-2004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html
Comments: In Costa Rica, in compliance with article 45 of the Financial Administration and Public Budgets Law, extraordinary
budgets must be approved by the Legislative before the funds are spent. Incurring in expenditure without the prior approval
of the legislators could have legal consequences for the heads of administrative units, to safeguard the rule of law. The
answer is the same as the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 surveys.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

113. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
spending contingency funds or other funds for which no
specific purpose was identified in the Enacted Budget, and is it
legally required to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending
contingency funds, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to spending contingency funds, but is not required to do
so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending
contingency funds, but in practice the executive spends these funds without seeking prior approval or input from the
legislature.
D. The executive spends contingency funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law or
regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Consulta realizada a la Dirección General de Contabilidad Nacional. Teléfonos (506) 2539-4364, (506) 2539-6180, o al
Fax (506) 2258-2057. O al correo electrónico: contabilidad@hacienda.go.cr Es posible ubicar estos datos de manera
desagregada bajo el código de partida 6.01.06 denominada "Indemnizaciones" para cada unidad administrativa disponible en
el siguiente enlace: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/contenido/12486-proyecto-de-ley-del-presupuesto-de-la-republica-2014
Comments: Just as it was consulted in the General Directorate of Accounting and corroborated in the budget of each
administrative unit included in the Central Government budget, the Executive is required to obtain the approval of the
legislative before spending contingency funds. It is important to mention that each administrative unit´s approved budget, as
well as the global summaries of the Enacted Budget include item “6-06-01 Indemnities”, which, as stated by the expenditure
classifier “includes the economic compensation for the damage or harm caused by the institution to individuals or legal
persons, including legal costs or any similar expense, which must be supported by a court ruling or an administrative
resolution. It includes compensations generated from labor lawsuits for loss of wages, regardless of the period it belongs to“.
Thus, every contingency fund requires the prior approval of the Legislative before it is executed by the Executive. The answer
is the same as the one chosen in the 2012 survey.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.

Comments: Once the contingency funds, for instance compensations, are approved on the budget of the Republic, they do
not require authorization to spend them.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

114. Does a committee of the legislature hold public hearings to
review and scrutinize Audit Reports?

A. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize a wide range of Audit Reports.
B. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize the main Audit Reports.
C. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize a small number of Audit Reports.
D. No, a committee does not hold public hearings to review and scrutinize Audit Reports.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Documento "Reglamento de la Asamblea Legislativa", Artículos 66, 67 y 89. Disponible en:
http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Documents/Reglamento_de_la_Asamblea_Legislativa.pdf
Comments: As mentioned above, in Costa Rica´s Legislative Assembly there are two committees responsible for monitoring
and discussing public resources: the Public Revenue and Expenditure Control Committee and the Financial Affairs Committee.
The former is the committee within the Legislative responsible for the budgetary review and audit reports. Established by
article 89 of the Regulations of the Legislative Assembly. However, in practice, this Committee does not always review the
audit reports, though it discusses and analyses the results of certain audits, either due to their budgetary, institutional or
operating relevance within the total public resources audited. The answer is the same as the one chosen in 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

115. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) have the discretion
in law to undertake those audits it may wish to?

A. The SAI has full discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.

B. The SAI has significant discretion, but faces some limitations.
C. The SAI has some discretion, but faces considerable limitations.
D. The SAI has no discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Páginas 269 y 351-357 del documento "Memoria Anual 2013", Anexo 2 denominado Informes de Auditoria Emitidos
2013. Disponible en: http://www.cgr.go.cr/rev_dig/mem_anual/2013/files/assets/downloads/publicacion.pdf Artículo 21 de la
Ley N.º 7428 Ley Orgánica de la Contraloría General de la República. Disponible en:
http://www.tse.go.cr/pdf/normativa/leyorganicaContraloria.pdf Consulta realizada a la Contraloría General de la República, en
específico al Despacho de la señora Contralora General de la República. Teléfono (506) 2501-8620, (506) 2501-8021, (506)
2501-8000
Comments: As mentioned in question 97, the Comptroller General of the Republic is legally authorised to conduct three types
of audits on all administrative units that use public resources. The specific detail of all audits conducted by the CGR in 2013
can be found in its Annual Report on pages 351-357. However, page 269 (241 of the publication) shows the limitations for the
achievement of results regarding public finance audits: -Restriction to possible exercise its authority to set responsibilities. Unlimited use of the confidentiality statement. -Improper use of recursive mechanisms -Delay in the implementation of
provisions -Relevance of the aspects to audit and demands of the political environment -Scope of the investigation based on
Sworn Statements of Assets In summary, the CGR has no limitations to conduct its audits, but it faces limitations in
subsequent stages once the audits are conducted. For instance, limitations to make institutions implement its
recommendations within the stated periods, or to access information defined as confidential in markets which have recently
opened -telecommunications and insurance. Also limitations in the CGR´s sanctioning capacity due to the use of recursive
mechanisms and filing unconstitutionality actions that try to limit the CGR´s possibility to impose sanctions to public officials.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

116. Has the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) established a
monitoring system to provide on-going, independent
evaluations of its audit processes (a quality assurance system)?

A. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, and both a sample of completed audits are reviewed annually and
the findings of these reviews are made available to the public.
B. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, but either a sample of completed audits are not reviewed annually
or the findings of these reviews are not made available to the public.

C. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, but neither a sample of completed audits are reviewed annually
nor are the findings of these reviews made available to the public.
D. No, the SAI has not established a quality assurance system.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Consulta realizada a la Contraloría General de la República, en específico en la Secretaría Técnica de la División de
Fiscalización Operativa y Evaluativa. Teléfono (506) 2501-8022, (506) 2501-8021, (506) 2501-8000 Para el caso de las acciones
de la Auditoría Interna se puede encontrar información en las páginas que van desde 273 a la 290, con especial énfasis en las
páginas que van de la 281 hasta la 290 de la Memoria Anual de la Contraloría General de la República.
Comments: According to the consultations made to the Comptroller General of the Republic, in compliance with the
commitments undertaken by the CGR within the framework of its participation in the INTOSAI, the CGR has created an audit
quality assurance system. In this sense, they are applying the ISSAI 40 standard within the CGR´s work, which includes the
establishment of a quality system which includes carrying out internal self-evaluations that feed the evaluations conducted by
other Supreme Audit Institutions within the framework of the INTOSAI. It is worth mentioning that the last external audit
quality system evaluation was conducted in 2010 by Mexico´s Supreme Audit Institution, and that currently a new evaluation
is being carried out by Brazil´s Court of Accounts. The option of the answer selected is because there are no documents on
the quality assurance system evaluations conducted. Additionally, it is worth mentioning that within the work conducted by
the CGR’s Internal Audit, there are some elements which improve the quality of the audits undertaken by the institution. The
detail of the work conducted in the Internal Audit can be found on pages 273-290, with special stress on pages 281-290 of the
Annual Report of the Comptroller General of the Republic.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

117. Must a branch of government other than the executive
(such as the legislature or the judiciary) give final consent
before the head of the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) can be
removed from office?

A. Yes, the head of the SAI may only be removed by the legislature or judiciary, or the legislature or judiciary must give final
consent before he or she is removed.
B. No, the executive may remove the head of the SAI without the final consent of the judiciary or legislature.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documento: "Constitución Política de Costa Rica". Artículo 183. Disponible en:
http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Documents/Constituci%C3%B3n%20Pol%C3%ADtica.pdf
Comments: Article 183 of the Political Constitution establishes the procedure to remove the Comptroller of the Republic from
office. It states: “The Comptrollership is held by a Comptroller and a Sub comptroller. Both officials shall be appointed by the
Legislative Assembly, two years after the presidential administration has begun, for a term of eight years; they can be reelected indefinitely and shall enjoy the immunity and privileges of the members of the Judicial Branch. The Comptroller and
the Sub comptroller report to the Assembly in compliance with their functions and can be removed by the Assembly, through
a vote of no less than 2/3 parts of its total members, if in the case the purpose proved ineptitude or improper conduct“. This
procedure has been complied with. The answer selected is the same as the one selected in the 2010 and 2012 surveys.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

118. Who determines the budget of the Supreme Audit
Institution (SAI)?

A. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body), and the funding level is
broadly consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
B. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, and the funding level is broadly consistent with the resources the SAI
needs to fulfill its mandate.
C. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body), but the funding level is not
consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
D. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, and the funding level is not consistent with the resources the SAI
needs to fulfill its mandate.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documento "Ley N.º 7428 Ley Orgánica de la Contraloría General de la República" Artículo 50. Disponible en:
http://www.tse.go.cr/pdf/normativa/leyorganicaContraloria.pdf

Comments: As stated in article 50 of the Organic Law of the Comptroller General of the Republic, the institution´s budget is
determined by the Legislative. In fact, the CGR of Costa Rica is an auxiliary entity of the Congress in terms of public budgets
and that it focuses on auditing the Pubic Finance. The budget mostly depends on the powers of approval, control and auditing
of public resources that the institution has. The answer is the same as the one chosen in the 2010 and 2012 surveys.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: The budget of the Comptroller is determined by the Executive Branch, included in the budget proposal submitted
to the Assembly, which, just as the other entities, it is finally approved by the Legislative Assembly (see Article 177 of the
Political Constitution of Costa Rica).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 5. Public Engagement in the Budget Process
119. Does the executive make available to the public clear
(accessible, nontechnical) definitions of terms used in the
budget and other budget-related documents (for instance, in a
glossary)?

A. Yes, clear definitions of all key budget terms are provided.
B. Yes, definitions are provided for all key budget terms, but they are not always clear.
C. Yes, definitions are provided for some but not all key budget terms.
D. No, definitions are not provided.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Sitio web del Ministerio de Hacienda. Disponible: www.hacienda.go.cr Documento "El Presupuesto Nacional en
Costa Rica". Disponible en: http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5228c0e0637a1_Folleto_Presupuesto_Nacional.pdf
Comments: It was not possible to find clear definitions of the terms used in the budget proposal in the Executive’s Budget
Proposal or in any of its supporting documents. It wasn´t found as an independent document either. Usually, all key
budgetary documents lack this element. We are not taking into consideration the case of the In-year reports because the
Ministry of Finance´s website in the section called Financial Transparency, subsection Monthly Revenue, Expenditure and
Financing Figures of the Central Government includes a link that provides definitions. This website is a financial information

platform of the International Monetary Fund; however, the information is in English (available at:
http://dsbb.imf.org/Pages/SDDS/DQAFBase.aspx?ctycode=CRI&catcode=EXR00). Likewise, the 2013 Year-End report, called
Physical Results of Executed Programs Report provides some differences in the terms used for its development; however, not
all of them are defined and there is certain difficulty to understand them. The answer is the same as the one selected in the
2010 and 2012 analysis.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: The document attached includes explanations in simple words on budgetary issues.
http://www.hacienda.go.cr/docs/5228c0e0637a1_Folleto_Presupuesto_Nacional.pdf"

120. Is the executive formally required to engage with the public
during the formulation and execution phases of the budget
process?

A. A law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage with the public during both the
formulation and execution phases of the budget process.
B. A law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage with the public during either the
formulation or the execution phase of the budget process but not both.
C. There is no formal requirement for the executive to engage with the public during either the formulation or the execution
phase of the budget process, but informal procedures exist to enable the public to engage with the executive during the
formulation or execution phase of the budget process or during both phases.
D. There is no formal requirement and the executive does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento "Ley Nº8131 Ley de Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos" Capitulo II
Artículos 33 - 57. Disponible en: http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/20002004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html
Comments: There is no formal requirement and the Executive does not participate with the public during the budget
formulation process. In Costa Rica, citizens engagement in the budgetary formulation and execution process is virtually nonexistent, since there are no formal or informal mechanisms established to incorporate the opinion of citizens. The answer is
the same as the one selected in 2010 and 2012.

GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

121. When the executive engages with the public during the
budget formulation process, does it articulate what it hopes to
achieve from the engagement and provide other information
far enough in advance so that the public can participate in an
informed manner?

A. The executive provides sufficient information (including what it hopes to achieve from its engagement with the public) in
advance of the engagement.
B. The executive provides information to the public, but it is either insufficient or is not provided in advance of the
engagement.
C. The executive provides information to the public, but it is neither sufficient nor provided in advance of the engagement.
D. The executive does not provide information, or does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento "Ley Nº8131 Ley de Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos" Capitulo II
Artículos 33 - 57. Disponible en: http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/20002004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html
Comments: The Executive does not participate with the public during the budget formulation process. In Costa Rica, citizens
engagement in the budgetary formulation and execution process is virtually non-existent, since there are no formal or
informal mechanisms established to incorporate the opinion of citizens. The answer is the same as the one selected in 2010
and 2012.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

122. When the executive engages with the public during the
budget execution process, does it articulate what it hopes to
achieve from the engagement and provide other information
far enough in advance so that the public can participate in an
informed manner?

A. The executive provides sufficient information (including what it hopes to achieve from its engagement with the public) in
advance of the engagement.
B. The executive provides information to the public, but it is either insufficient or is not provided in advance of the
engagement.
C. The executive provides information to the public, but it is neither sufficient nor provided in advance of the engagement.
D. The executive does not provide information, or does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento "Ley Nº8131 Ley de Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos" Capitulo II
Artículos 33 - 57. Disponible en: http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/20002004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html
Comments: The Executive does not engage with the public during the budget formulation process, as mentioned in questions
120 and 121.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

123. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s perspective on budget priorities?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities, and these
mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities; while these
mechanisms are accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities, but these

mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento "Ley Nº8131 Ley de Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos" Capitulo II
Artículos 33 - 57. Disponible en: http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/20002004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html
Comments: The Executive has not established mechanisms to identify the public´s opinion on budget priorities In Costa Rica,
citizens engagement in the budgetary formulation and execution process is virtually non-existent, since there are no formal or
informal mechanisms established to incorporate the opinion of citizens.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

124. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s perspective on budget execution?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution, and these
mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution; while these
mechanisms are accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution, but these
mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento "Ley Nº8131 Ley de Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos" Capitulo II

Artículos 33 - 57. Disponible en: http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/20002004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html
Comments: The Executive has not established mechanisms to identify the public´s opinion regarding budget execution. In
Costa Rica, citizens engagement in the budgetary formulation and execution process is virtually non-existent, since there are
no formal or informal mechanisms established to incorporate the opinion of citizens.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

125. Does the executive provide formal, detailed feedback to the
public on how its inputs have been used to develop budget
plans and improve budget execution?

A. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public and provides detailed feedback on how these
inputs have been used.
B. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public, but provides only limited feedback on how these
inputs have been used.
C. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public, but provides no feedback on how these inputs
have been used.
D. No, the executive does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public or provide feedback on how these inputs
have been used.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento "Ley Nº8131 Ley de Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos" Capitulo II
Artículos 33 - 57. Disponible en: http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/20002004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html
Comments: Since citizen engagement throughout the budget process is not very important in Costa Rica, the Executive does
not publish reports on the inputs it receives from the public nor does it make comments on how that input was used.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

126. Does a legislative committee (or committees) hold public
hearings on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework
presented in the budget in which testimony from the executive
branch and the public is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony is heard from the executive
branch and a wide range of constituencies.
B. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony is heard from the executive
branch and some constituencies.
C. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony from the executive branch is
heard, but no testimony from the public is heard.
D. No, public hearings are not held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony from the executive
branch and the public is heard.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Documento "Reglamento de la Asamblea Legislativa", Artículos 111 y 112. Disponible en:
http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Documents/Reglamento_de_la_Asamblea_Legislativa.pdf Documento "Acta de la Sesión Ordinaria
Nº 25 del Martes 3 de setiembre de 2013·. Disponible en: http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Actas/2013-2014-HACENDARIOSSESI%C3%93N-25.pdf
Comments: As mentioned in the quote, Legislative Regulations state that any legislative committee -particularly the Financial
Affairs committee or the Plenary itself- may call a government official or any other person to appear in accordance with
articles 11 and 112. Regarding the public, there is no legal obligation that would ensures the presence of civil society
representatives during the discussion of the budget. Usually, the Legislative Branch calls upon the ministries of the
government to delve into aspects related to the Budget. For instance, for the case of the 2014 Budget of the Republic, the
Ministry of Finance appeared before the Financial Affairs committee on September 2, 2013 to submit and explain the
expenditure plan. The minutes of this session (Ordinary Session No. 025 of the Commission of Financial Affairs) can be found
at: http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Actas/2013-2014-HACENDARIOS-SESI%C3%93N-25.pdfThe answer selected is the same as the
one selected in the 2010 and 2012 surveys.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

127. Do legislative committees hold public hearings on the
individual budgets of central government administrative units
(i.e., ministries, departments, and agencies) in which testimony
from the executive branch is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of a wide range of
administrative units.
B. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of the main
administrative units.
C. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of a small number of
administrative units.
D. No, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are not held on the budgets of administrative
units.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Documento "Reglamento de la Asamblea Legislativa", Artículos 111 y 112. Disponible en:
http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Documents/Reglamento_de_la_Asamblea_Legislativa.pdf
Comments: As mentioned above, Legislative Assembly Regulations state that during the discussion of the Budget, the
Financial Affairs committee could call any minister or public officer to appear to explain the scope of the budget proposal.
This way carrying out public meetings is ensured, covering main administrative units, hearing the members of the Executive
Branch; however, the coverage of these meetings does not include the convening of the heads of all administrative units
included in the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

128. Do legislative committees hold public hearings on the
individual budgets of central government administrative units
(i.e., ministries, departments, and agencies) in which testimony
from the public is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of a wide range of administrative
units.
B. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of some administrative units.
C. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of a small number of
administrative units.
D. No, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are not held on the budgets of administrative units.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Documento "Ley Nº8131 Ley de Administración Financiera de la República y Presupuestos Públicos" Capitulo II
Artículos 33 - 57. Disponible en: http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/TextoCompleto/NORMAS/1/VIGENTE/L/2000-2009/20002004/2001/B89A/47258_73503-3.html Documento "Reglamento de la Asamblea Legislativa", Artículos 111 y 112. Disponible
en: http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Documents/Reglamento_de_la_Asamblea_Legislativa.pdf
Comments: Legislative Assembly Regulations ensure the possibility that any citizen may be convened to public hearings; in
practice, holding hearings on the administrative units´ budget where the public´s opinions are heard are not conducted. The
answer selected is the same as in the 2010 and 2012 surveys.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

129. Do the legislative committees that hold public hearings on
the budget release reports to the public on these hearings?

A. Yes, the committees release reports, which include all written and spoken testimony presented at the hearings.
B. Yes, the committees release reports, which include most testimony presented at the hearings.
C. Yes, the committees release reports, but they include only some testimony presented at the hearings.
D. No, the committees do not release reports, or do not hold public hearings.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica

A.
Score: 100
Sources: Sitio web Asamblea Legislativa, sección Actas de Comisión, subsección Permanentes Ordinaria, categoría
Hacendarios. Disponible en: http://www.asamblea.go.cr/Actas/Forms/Actas%20de%20Comisiones.aspx
Comments: All the minutes, both from Legislative Committees and the Plenary are available to the public electronically. These
are posted in the Legislative´s website. Hearings are public, recorded in audio, transcribed and posted electronically.
Likewise, the Department of Records of the Legislative Assembly keeps the physical documents (including the minutes of the
Committees) of the file of the ordinary and extraordinary budget draft bill under discussion. On the other hand, some bodies
of the Assembly prepare a press report (or in social networks) on issues regarding legislative tasks which could also include
budgetary process issues.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

130. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain formal
mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating
its audit program (by identifying the agencies, programs, or
projects that should be audited)?

A. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program, and these
mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program; while these
mechanisms are accessible, they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program, but these
mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the SAI does not have formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Documento "Memoria Anual 2013" de la Contraloría General de la República. Páginas 244,245 y 264. Disponible en:
http://www.cgr.go.cr/rev_dig/mem_anual/2013/files/assets/downloads/publicacion.pdf
Comments: Page 264 of the document called “2013 Annual Report” (236 of the publication) contains information on the

mechanisms established by the Comptroller General of the Republic to ensure the engagement of the public in the
formulation of the audit tasks. For instance, it states: “The CGR conducts continuous improvement efforts to provide citizens
with a set of information systems that provide not only information, but also analysis of relevant information on the use of
public resources [...] It stresses, among the various actions developed on this matter in 2013, that in November, on the
International Day Against Corruption, an app for mobile telephones and devices was made available for citizens, the media,
civil society organizations, legislators, and public and private institutions, as an instrument to foster social control, citizens
complaints and access to public information related to the audit of Public Finance.” Likewise, pages 244 and 245 show how
the establishment of mechanisms provided for citizens complaints offer the public the possibility to participate in the setting
of priorities to conduct audits. The document states: “The Comptroller received 809 complaints in 201, whose main issued
area about labor aspects (140) and administrative hiring procedures (137).
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: I am not qualified to judge this indicator.

131. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain formal
mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit
investigations (as respondents, witnesses, etc.)?

A. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations, and these
mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations; while these
mechanisms are accessible, they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations, but these
mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the SAI does not have formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Consulta realizada a la Contraloría General de la República, en específico en la Secretaría Técnica de la División de
Fiscalización Operativa y Evaluativa. Teléfono (506) 2501-8022, (506) 2501-8021, (506) 2501-8000
Comments: The Comptroller General of the Republic (CGR) does not have formal mechanisms through which the public can
assist in audit investigations. In the consultation made to the CGR, they mentioned the possibility of including public opinion
surveys in an operating audit as part of the process, or to convene as a witness the person who submitted a complaint and
that led to an investigation process. However, engaging the public is not a formally institutionalized practice. Therefore, the
answer selected is D.

GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

132. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain any
communication with the public regarding its Audit Reports
beyond simply making these reports publicly available?

A. Yes, in addition to publishing Audit Reports, the SAI maintains other mechanisms of communication to make the public
aware of audit findings (such as maintaining an office that regularly conducts outreach activities to publicize previously
released audit findings).
B. No, the SAI does not maintain any formal mechanisms of communication with the public beyond publishing Audit Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Documento "Memoria Anual 2013" de la Contraloría General de la República. Página 263. Disponible en:
http://www.cgr.go.cr/rev_dig/mem_anual/2013/files/assets/downloads/publicacion.pdf
Comments: Page 263 of the 2013 Annual Report provides information on the existing formal mechanisms used to
communicate the audit results. It states that “during 2013, around 5,000 news articles were published regarding the tasks of
the Comptroller General of the Republic, which were related to numerous ex-ante and ex-port audit activities, these were
published through various communication media formats: print media, radio, television, weekly newspapers and digital
media. Mostly, this news was based on audit reports issued by the entities and whose findings were of reporting interest due
to their direct relation to general interests, thus strengthening the existing relation between institutional audit and the citizens
action requirements to monitor public funds managed by the comptroller. Likewise, it´s important to highlight the
mechanisms used to provide citizens with a set of information systems that provide not only information, but also relevant
analysis on the use of public resources. Such as the System of Information on Plans and Budgets (SIPP, by its Spanish
acronym), the Integrated System of Contractual activities (SIAC, by its Spanish acronym), information used to conduct the
consultation called “Know what your money is spent on;” the Compendiums of Pronouncements and the Integrated System of
Municipal Information (SIIM, by its Spanish acronym), among others."
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

133. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) provide formal,
detailed feedback to the public on how their inputs have been
used to determine its audit program or in Audit Reports?

A. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public and provides detailed feedback on how these inputs
have been used.
B. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public but provides only limited feedback on how these inputs
have been used.
C. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public but provides no feedback on how these inputs have
been used.
D. No, the SAI does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public through public consultations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Costa Rica
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Documento "Memoria Anual 2013" de la Contraloría General de la República. Páginas 244-245. Disponible en:
http://www.cgr.go.cr/rev_dig/mem_anual/2013/files/assets/downloads/publicacion.pdf
Comments: The Comptroller General of the Republic publishes report on the contributions received from the public through
consultations or public complaints, but these reports do not provide observations on the way in which the CGR has used
these contributions to develop its audit plan or its audit reports. The 2013 Annual Report of the Comptroller General of the
Republic includes said information, mainly on pages 244-245.
GOVERNMENT REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

