Open Budget Survey 2015

France

Section 1. Public Availability of Budget Docs. “Section One: The Availability of Budget
Documents” contains a series of four tables that allow the researcher to examine and map
the public availability and dissemination of its country’s key budget documents (i.e., PreBudget Statement, Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP) and Supporting EBP Documents,
Citizens Budget, Enacted Budget, In-Year Reports, Mid-Year Review, Year-End Report, and
Audit Report), as well as any national laws regulating budget processes and financial
management. Once filled in, these tables will serve as a foundation for the completion of the
rest of the questionnaire, as researchers will reference the specific documents cited in the
tables to answer the questions contained in Sections 2-5 of the questionnaire.
Table 1. Key Budget Documents

France
BUDGET DOCUMENT

Pre-Budget Statement

Full Title
Rapport sur le débat
d'orientation des
ꮯꡮnances publiques
http://www.performanc
epublique.budget.gouv.fr
/ꮯꡮleadmin/medias/docu
ments/ressources/2014
/DOFP/DOFP_TOME_1.
pdf
Projet de loi de
ꮯꡮnances initiale
http://www.legifrance.g
ouv.fr/a뾋chTexte.do;jse

Fiscal Year the Budget
Document Refers to

Date of Publication

2014

30 juin 2013

ssionid=FB208AD8D76
Executive's Budget
Proposal (EBP)

EFCBF95258840F7FBA
935.tpdjo08v_2?

2014

25 septembre 2013

2014

25 septembre 2013

cidTexte=JORFTEXT000
028399511&dateTexte
=&oldAction=rechJO&c
ategorieLien=id&idJO=J
ORFCONT0000283995
08
Rapport économique
social et ꮯꡮnancier
https://www.tresor.eco
nomie.gouv.fr/File/3908
46
https://www.tresor.eco
nomie.gouv.fr/File/3908
47Rapport d’évaluation
des voies et moyens
http://www.performanc
epublique.budget.gouv.fr
/farandole/2014/pap/p
df/VMT1-2014.pdf
http://www.performanc
epublique.budget.gouv.fr
/farandole/2014/pap/p
df/VMT2-2014.pdf
Rapport sur les jaunes
budgétaires
http://www.performanc
epublique.budget.gouv.fr
/ressourcesdocumentaires/lois-

Supporting EBP
Document

projets-de-lois-etdocuments-annexespar-annee/exercice2014/plf-2014-jaunesbudgetaires.html
Projets annuels de
performance
http://www.performanc
epublique.budget.gouv.fr
/ressourcesdocumentaires/loisprojets-de-lois-etdocuments-annexespar-annee/exercice2014/projet-de-loi-deꮯꡮnances-pour2014.html Avis du Haut
conseil des ꮯꡮnances
publiques
http://www.hcfp.fr/Aviset-publication/Avis/Avis-

n-2013-03-relatif-auxprojets-de-lois-deꮯꡮnances-et-deꮯꡮnancement-de-lasecurite-sociale-pour2014
Supporting EBP
Document
Supporting EBP
Document

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

2014

29 décembre 2013

2014

12 février 2014

Loi de ꮯꡮnances initiale
http://www.legifrance.g
Enacted Budget

ouv.fr/a뾋chTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000
028399511&dateTexte
&categorieLien=id
Le budget de l'État voté
en quelques chi꒩봫res
http://www.performanc

Citizens Budget
(for EBP or Enacted Budget)

epublique.budget.gouv.fr
/ꮯꡮleadmin/medias/docu
ments/ressources/LFI2
014/Chi꒩봫res_cles_budg
et_Etat_LFI_2014.pdf

In-Year Report

Rapport sur la situation
mensuelle de l'État

Additional in-year

Rapport sur la situation

report

mensuelle de l'État

Additional in-year

Rapport sur la situation

report

mensuelle de l'État

2014

2014

2014

Le dernier jour de
chaque mois
Le dernier jour de
chaque mois
Le dernier jour de
chaque mois

Débat d'orientation des
ꮯꡮnances publiques
2015
http://www.performanc
epublique.budget.gouv.fr
Mid-Year Review

/sites/performance_pu
blique/ꮯꡮles/farandole/r
essources/2015/DOFP/
DOFP_Tome_01_depot_
AN.PDF et
(éventuellement): Projet
de Loi de Finances
Rectiꮯꡮcative 2014
La loi de règlement
http://www.legifrance.g
ouv.fr/a뾋chTexte.do;jse

2014

28 Juin 2014

ssionid=2DDDF7BB408

Year-End Report

69C8DAC7D9D5291AC

2012

29 mai 2013

2012

21 mai 2013

3BEC.tpdjo15v_1?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000
027805751&categorieL
ien=id
Rapport relatif à la
certiꮯꡮcation des
comptes de l'État
http://www.performanc
eAudit Report

publique.budget.gouv.fr
/ꮯꡮleadmin/medias/docu
ments/ressources/Com
ptes/2012/rapport_certi
ꮯꡮcation_comptes_Etat_e
xercice_2012.pdf

Sources: No additional information.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Comments: a) Concerning the Pre-Budget Statement (PBS) another document should be added (2013-2017 Stability Program), due to the
impact posed by the new “European Governance” (“European Semester”) on the budget preparation of countries in the Euro zone b)
Concerning the Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP), the reference is incorrect (but in the added files it is correct) b) Concerning the In-Year
Reports (IYRs), another document should be included (Additional IYR). c) Concerning the Mid-Year Review, the researcher’s response
should be modified to take into account 1 (or 2) document(s) that are the equivalent of this review for 2014 d) Concerning the Year-End
Report and the Audit Report, it is possible to choose 2013. Above all, the researcher confused the act ultimately enacted by Parliament
with the “Report” presented by the executive branch: “Budget Settlement Bill and Approval of Accounts for the Year XXXX” (2012 for the
researcher, 2013 in my opinion). It is in these reports and not in the enacted act that you can find the (possible) responses to the questions
asked by the OBQ! e) Concerning the supporting EBP documents, the following documents should be added (and some references should
be updated) 1) Preliminary Evaluations of the Articles of the Finance Bill 2) 2013-2017 Stability Program 3) Agence France Trésor: 2014
State Funding Program f) Concerning the “Citizens Budget,” the document on the EBP should be added (the main part of the 2014 Finance
Bill)
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
a) The stability program falls under a multi-year logic, it is not, strictly speaking, a Pre-Budget Statement. c) It was initially considered with
the IBP that there was not a Mid-Year Review in France. Nevertheless, since the questionnaire was filled out, the Amending Finance Law
has been published. d) When we responded to this question, only the 2012 financial year had been voted on. e) Function of the definition
of an "EBP supporting document" by IBP.
IBP COMMENT
The Midyear review is accepted

Table 2a. Details about Availability

France
Budget Documents
Tick box if answer to the questions is “yes”

Pre-Budget Statement

Executive’s Budget
Proposal

Enacted Budget

Citizens Budget

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced for internal
purposes only?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it published too late

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in hard copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in hard copy, NO charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, NO charge?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced at all?

compared to the accepted
timeframe?

Is it available to the public online?

http://www.performanc
epublique.budget.gouv.fr
/ꮯꡮleadmin/medias/docu
ments/ressources/2014

http://www.performanc

If available online, provide

/DOFP/DOFP_TOME_1.
pdf

epublique.budget.gouv.fr

internet/URL address

http://www.performanc

/ꮯꡮleadmin/medias/docu

e-

ments/ressources/2014

publique.budget.gouv.fr
/ꮯꡮleadmin/medias/docu

/PLF2014/PLF2014.pdf

http://www.performanc
http://www.legifrance.g
ouv.fr/a뾋chTexte.do?

epublique.budget.gouv.fr

cidTexte=JORFTEXT000

/ꮯꡮleadmin/medias/docu

028399511&dateTexte
&categorieLien=id

ments/ressources/LFI2
014/Chi꒩봫res_cles_budg
et_Etat_LFI_2014.pdf

ments/ressources/2014
/DOFP/DOFP_TOME_2.
pdf
Is it machine readable?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

[only for electronic copies]

No

No

No

No

Is there a “citizens version”

Yes

Yes

Yes

of the budget document?

No

No

No

N/A

Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Comments: I almost agree with this table, subject to two modifications: - The Pre-Budget Statement should be completed with the “2013-

2017 Stability Program:” http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/enjeux_fipu/prog_annuel_fipu/Pstab_
2013-2017_042013.pdf - Concerning the “Executive's Budget Proposal,” we should say “yes” for the existence of a “citizen’s version,”
available on September 25, 2013: http://www.economie.gouv.fr/files/plf2014-essentiel.pdf
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
-See response previously made and not accepted by the IBP. -Agree with you.

Table 2b. Details about Availability

France
Budget Documents
Tick box if answer to the questions is “yes”
In-Year Report

Mid-Year Review

Year-End Report

Audit Report

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced for internal

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

purposes only?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public
in hard copy, with charge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in hard copy, NO charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, NO charge?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced at all?

Is it published too late
compared to the accepted
timeframe?

Is it available to the public online?

http://www.performanc

http://www.performanc

http://www.legifrance.g

http://www.performanc

e-

e-

ouv.fr/a뾋chTexte.do;jse

e-

publique.budget.gouv.fr

publique.budget.gouv.fr

ssionid=2DDDF7BB408

publique.budget.gouv.fr

If available online, provide

/ressources-

/sites/performance_pu

69C8DAC7D9D5291AC

/ꮯꡮleadmin/medias/docu

internet/URL address

documentaires/docum

blique/ꮯꡮles/farandole/r

3BEC.tpdjo15v_1?

ments/ressources/Com

entation-budgetaire/lasituation-mensuelle-du-

essources/2015/DOFP/
DOFP_Tome_01_depot_

cidTexte=JORFTEXT000
027805751&categorieL

ptes/2012/rapport_certi
ꮯꡮcation_comptes_Etat_e

budget-de-letat.html

AN.PDF

ien=id

xercice_2012.pdf

Is it machine readable?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

[only for electronic copies]

No

No

No

No

Is there a “citizens version”

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

of the budget document?

No

No

No

No

Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Comments: a) Concerning the Mid-Year Review (MYR): The changes of economic perspectives and their budgetary consequences, when
they take place (which is the case for 2014 and prior years), are discussed in the framework of the procedure around Amending Finance
Acts (which are often presented between May and September, which is also the case for 2014) and/or, each year systematically, during the
DOFP (Public Finance Orientation Debate), which takes place at the end of June. Even if formally there was no “MYR” in France, these two
procedures (especially the “DOFP Preliminary Report,” which is still presented towards the middle of the year: end June or early July) must
be considered as similar to such a “Review” and they provide the requested information, by exactly responding to the objectives assigned
in the “Guidelines:” “to ensure that programs are being implemented effectively and to identify any emerging problems,” “such issues as
cost increases due to inflation or unexpected events should also be identified and appropriate counter-measures proposed.” Finally, in the
2012 OBS Report for France, this same argument was accepted and a MYR taken into consideration. References: 1) Preliminary report to
the 2015 DOFP http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2015/DOFP/DOFP_Tome_01_depot_AN.PDF 2) Draft of the
Amending Finance Act of 06/11/2014 http://www.economie.gouv.fr/projet-loi-finances-rectificative-2014 b) Concerning the Year-End Report
(YER), there is a “citizen’s version.” For example, for 2013: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/budget/comptes/2013/plaquette_compte_etat_2013.pdf c)
Furthermore, the year 2013 should be chosen for both the YER and the Audit Report d) Finally, a reference for the IYR should be added:
Agence France Trésor’s monthly bulletin. http://www.aft.gouv.fr/rubriques/bulletins-mensuels_202.html"
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
a) Response previously made on the Mid-Year Review, discussed with the IBP. Furthermore, on the date when the two responses were
made (early April I think), both of the documents mentioned were unavailable. Nevertheless, now the Amending Finance Act is taken into
account. b) Agree with you. c) Documents unavailable on the date when the response was made. d) Agree.

Table 3. When Are the Key Budget Documents Made Available to
the Public?

France
Pre-Budget Statement: When is the Pre-Budget Statement made available to the public?
100. At least four months in advance of the budget year, and at least one month before the executive’s budget proposal is introduced in the
legislature
67. At least two months, but less than four months, in advance of the budget year, and at least one month before the executive’s budget
proposal is introduced in the legislature
33. Less than two months in advance of the budget year, but at least one month before the executive’s budget proposal is introduced in the
legislature
0. Does not release to the public, or is released less than one month before the executive’s budget proposal is introduced to the legislature
Executive Budget Proposal: When is the Executive Budget Proposal made available to the public?
100. At least three months in advance of the budget year, and in advance of the budget being approved by the legislature
67. At least two months, but less than three months, in advance of the budget year, and in advance of the budget being approved by the

legislature
33. Less than two months in advance of the budget year, but at least in advance of the budget being approved by the legislature
0. Does not release to the public, or is released after the budget has been approved by the legislature
Enacted Budget: When is the Enacted Budget made available to the public?
100. Two weeks or less after the budget has been enacted
67. Between two weeks and six weeks after the budget has been enacted
33. More than six weeks, but less than three months, after the budget has been enacted
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than three months after the budget has been enacted
In-Year Report: When are In-Year Reports made available to the public?
100. At least every month, and within one month of the period covered
67. At least every quarter, and within three months of the period covered
33. At least semi-annually, and within three months of the period covered
0. Does not release to the public
Mid-Year Review: How long after the mid-point in the fiscal year
(i.e., six months into the fiscal year) is the Mid-Year Review made available to the public?
100. Six weeks or less after the mid-point
67. Nine weeks or less, but more than six weeks, after the mid-point
33. More than nine weeks, but less than three months, after the mid-point
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than three months after the mid-point
Year-End Report: How long after the end of the budget year is the Year-End Report made available to the public?
100. Six months or less after the end of the budget year
67. Nine months or less, but more than 6 months, after the end of the budget year
33. More than nine months, but within 12 months, after the end of the budget year
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than 12 months after the end of the budget year
Audit Report: How long after the end of the fiscal year are the final annual
expenditures of national departments audited and released (except for secret programs)?
100. Six months or less after the end of the budget year
67. 12 months or less, but more than 6 months, after the end of the budget year
33. More than 12 months, but within 18 months, after the end of the budget year
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than 18 months after the end of the budget year

Sources: No additional information
Comments: Finance Settlement Act published on May 29, 2013 and enacted on August 5, 2013
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Comments: It can be assumed that the Mid-Year Review exists. For the rest, I agree with the researcher.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Reference to prior responses and discussion with IBP.

Table 4. General Questions

France
YES/NO
Is there a website or web portal
for government fiscal information?

Yes
No

If yes, additional information;
If no, please note N/A in the text box.
www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr
www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr
/ressourcesdocumentaires/lois-

Is there a law (or laws) guiding

Yes

public financial management?

No

projets-de-lois-etdocuments-annexespar-annee/exercice2014/debatdorientation-desꮯꡮnances-publiquesjuillet-2013.html
www.performance-

Are there additional laws regulating:
• Access to information?

Yes

• Transparency?

No

• Citizens participation?

publique.budget.gouv.fr
/le-budget-et-lescomptes-de-letat/lecadre-organique-deslois-de-ꮯꡮnances.html

Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: a) For the question: "Is there a law (or laws) guiding public financial management?” the relevant references are: - Organic Law
No. 2001-692 from August 1, 2001, on Finance Acts http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000394028&categorieLien=cid%20_blank - Organic Law No. 2012-1403 from December 17, 2012, on Planning and
Governance of Public Finances
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=BD8ED3C42F1410C27E83EEE8A826FDA1.tpdjo02v_1?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000026785259&dateTexte - Decree no. 2012-1246 from November 7, 2012 on Budget Management and Public
Accounting http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000026597003&fastPos=2&fastReqId=1133438130&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte b) For the question “Are
there additional laws...?” the relevant references are: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/cadre-gestionpublique#.VEP0A7ThJwc and, in particular: - Law no. 78-753 of July 17, 1978, on Various Improvement Measures of Relations between
Administration and the Public and Various Administrative, Social and Tax Provisions http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006068643&dateTexte=20080929

Section 2. Comprehensiveness of the Executive's Budget Proposal

001. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year that are classified by administrative unit (that is, by
ministry, department, or agency)?

A. Yes, administrative units accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, administrative units accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, administrative units accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by administrative unit.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The table of the PLF 2014 p. 287: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

002. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year by functional classification?

A. Yes, expenditures are presented by functional classification.
B. No, expenditures are not presented by functional classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014 - p. 225 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

003. If the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation presents expenditures for the budget year by
functional classification, is the functional classification
compatible with international standards?

A. Yes, the functional classification is compatible with international standards.
B. No, the functional classification is not compatible with international standards, or expenditures are not presented by functional
classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014 - p. 225 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

004. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year by economic classification?

A. Yes, expenditures are presented by economic classification.
B. No, expenditures are not presented by economic classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014 - p. 241 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The response “a” is appropriate, but not the source provided above, which refers to an overall, not detailed table, presenting
“expenses and products” (expenditures and revenue) by an “accounting” type classification (in the sense of general accounting) and not the
detail of expenditures by an “economic” type classification, as the question asks. Thus, the appropriate reference is: 1) “Comparison Table,

by Title and Category, of Appropriations Proposed for 2014 to those Voted on for 2013 (Excluding Cost-Sharing Contributions).” 2014
Finance Bill (PLF), page 277. 2) Additionally, “Comparison Table, by Title, Mission and Program, of Appropriations Proposed for 2014 to
those Voted for 2013 (Excluding Cost-Sharing Contributions).” 2014 Finance Bill (PLF), pages 251-276. http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df

005. If the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation presents expenditures for the budget year by
economic classification, is the economic classification
compatible with international standards?

A. Yes, the economic classification is compatible with international standards.
B. No, the economic classification is not compatible with international standards, or expenditures are not presented by economic
classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014 - p. 241 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Yes, the chosen classification is roughly compatible with that of the Government Finance Statistics Manual 2001, page 179, but
the genuine, correct citation, as for question 4, is: “Comparison Table, by Title and Category, of Appropriations Proposed for 2014 to those
Voted on for 2013 (Excluding Cost-Sharing Contributions),” 2014 Finance Bill (PLF), page 277. http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df

006. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for the budget year?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill - p. 225 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

007. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditure estimates for a
multi-year period (at least two-years beyond the budget year)
by any of the three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and functional
classification).
B. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, multi-year expenditure estimates are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
Comments: There is a specific law for multi-year planning: “The Public Finance Planning Act."
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Agree with the response but IBP’s methodology on the multi-year questions (e.g. Q.7, Q.8, Q.11, Q.12, etc.) raises a
fundamental issue (for France as, probably, for other countries in the euro zone). Indeed, public finances falling under such a perspective,
particularly of the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF), is done in France through acts and distinct documents of the Executive's
Budget Proposal (EBP), as the researcher’s response briefly but correctly mentions. a- In the now-European framework of budgetary policy,
each euro zone country must present in the first quarter of each year (BY-1) its budgetary orientations for the following year (Budget Yea,
BY) in a multi-year perspective. The document in question is called “Stability Program:” it must be sent to the European Commission in
April. Thus, in April 2013, this document covered the 2013-2017 period (BY-1, BY, BY+1, BY+2, BY+3). It also presents updated economic
projections (pages 9 to 13) and the aggregated changes of public finance (pages 13 to 36). http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/enjeux_fipu/prog_annuel_fipu/Pstab_
2013-2017_042013.pdf b- Furthermore, in the particular case of France, since 2008 there has been a four-year “Public Finance Planning

Act” (LPFP). The last enacted one was that of December 31, 2012, and covers the 2012-2017 period; as long as it has not been repealed, it
applies to the 2014 Budget Proposal, presented in fall 2013: http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000026871050&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id This planning act is prepared and voted on every two years, in the fall of
the even-numbered years (in 2012, and currently, in 2014). In the odd years, it is only marginally updated, save exceptional circumstances.
Consequently, now each budgetary year falls under a “three-year framework” where “credit ceilings are imperative the two first years and
can be adjusted in the third year.” But in 2013 (an odd year), in the 2014 Finance Bill (particularly in the PAPs: Annual Performance
Projects) only the expenditures by mission and programs planned for 2014 and 2015 in the 2012 LFPF are referenced. For example, page
10 of: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/PAP_2014_BG_economie.pdf c- Because of
this, the response provided, formally correct, hides the existence of true multi-year public finance planning in France, undoubtedly
insufficient and disputable, but that would be, in any case, taken more into consideration (without being fundamentally different) if the
“Questionnaire” was about an even year (for example, the 2015 finance bill, presented in fall 2014). There would thus be significant
variations in the successive assessments of the budgetary “comprehensiveness:” they would more reflect the random choices for the dates
of these assessments (even or odd years) than reality. d- I thus draw IBP’s attention to what appears to me as something inappropriate in
the questionnaire that should be corrected. This comment was already made in the 2012 OBS, but I do not know if it has actually been
examined since with the necessary consideration, particularly for the countries of the euro zone.

008. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditure estimates for a
multi-year period (at least two-years beyond the budget year)
by program?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, multi-year estimates for programs are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
Comments: There is a specific act for multi-year planning: “Public Finance Planning Act."
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

009. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present the individual sources of tax
revenue (such as income tax or VAT) for the budget year?

A. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for all tax revenue are presented.

B. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, tax revenues are presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all tax revenues are presented.
D. No, individual sources of tax revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014 - p. 211 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

010. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present the individual sources of nontax revenue (such as grants, property income, and sales of
government-produced goods and services) for the budget
year?

A. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for all non-tax revenue are presented.
B. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, non-tax revenues are presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all non-tax revenues are presented.
D. No, individual sources of non-tax revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill- p. 211 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Additional reference (including for question 009): Assessment of Ways and Means V. 1: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT1-2014.pdf

011. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue estimates by category
(such as tax and non-tax) for a multi-year period (at least twoyears beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates of revenue are presented by category.
B. No, multi-year estimates of revenue are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please

France
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

012. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates for individual
sources of revenue presented for a multi-year period (at least
two-years beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented.
B. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue are presented.
C. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of revenue are presented.
D. No, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

013. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present three estimates related to
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Need for financing - p. 144 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/fileadmin/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.pdf Program 117 of the Finance Bill for 2014
"“The State’s Debt Burden and Cash Resources:" http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/DBGPGMPGM117.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: A clarification. In the second document cited by the researcher (Program 117 of the 2014 Finance Bill “The State’s debt Burden
and Cash Resources”), the information requested are found respectively: a) new loans: page 18; b) total debt outstanding at the end of the
BY: page 25; c) interest payments: page 24, in particular. In the document listed first, only information on a) appears.

014. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information related to the
composition of the total debt outstanding at the end of the
budget year? (The core information must include interest rates
on the debt instruments; maturity profile of the debt; and
whether it is domestic or external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the composition of the total debt outstanding.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the composition of the total debt outstanding.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to composition of total debt outstanding is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Program 117 of the Finance Bill for 2014: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/DBGPGMPGM117.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

015. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on the
macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget projections
are based? (The core information must include a discussion of
the economic outlook with estimates of nominal GDP level,
inflation rate, real GDP growth, and interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the macroeconomic forecast is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Economic, Social and Financial Report - Volume 1 notably from page 42 and Volume 2: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_1.p
df http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_2.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

016. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation show the impact of different
macroeconomic assumptions (i.e., sensitivity analysis) on the
budget? (The core information must include estimates of the
impact on expenditures, revenue, and debt of different
assumptions for the inflation rate, real GDP growth, and
interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented to show the impact of different macroeconomic assumptions on the budget.
B. Yes, the core information is presented to show the impact of different macroeconomic assumptions on the budget.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to different macroeconomic assumptions is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Economic, Social and Financial Report - Volumes 1 and 2, example as from page 115 of Volume 1: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_1.p
df http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_2.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

017. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information for at least the
budget year that shows how new policy proposals, as distinct
from existing policies, affect expenditures?

A. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect expenditures are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect expenditures are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how some but not all new policy proposals affect expenditure is presented.
D. No, information that shows how new policy proposals affect expenditure is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.

Score: 100
Sources: Screening assessments of the articles of the PLF 2014: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014_E
val.pdf In the framework of the evaluation of government missions: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documentsbudgetaires/lois-projets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/projet-loi-finances-2014-bg#resultat
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Add the reference: - Economic, Social and Financial Report, V. 1, particularly page 80 to 88: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_1.p
df

018. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information for at least the
budget year that shows how new policy proposals, as distinct
from existing policies, affect revenues?

A. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how some but not all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented.
D. No, information that shows how new policy proposals affect revenues is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014 - Assessment of Ways and Means (Volume 1) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT1-2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Add the references: 1) Assessment of Ways and Means (Volume 2: Tax Expenditures), particularly pages 17-20
http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT2-2014.pdf 2)
Economic, Social and Financial Report, V. 1, particularly page 78, page 90 and especially table page 165-170 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_1.p
df"

019. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the year
preceding the budget year (BY-1) by any of the three
expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, or
functional classification)?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and functional
classification).
B. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014 - annexed information p. 241 and p. 282 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The references presented by the researcher are surprisingly incorrect. None of the two tables cited (pages 241 and 282) have
anything to do with the question asked. The most complete table in response to the question is in the 2014 Finance Bill, but pages 251 to
276. It compares the 2013 and 2014 expenditures by “titles” (see “economic classification”), by program (“functional classification”) and by
mission (“classification by administrative unit”). Comments: a) Concerning the “economic” classification, another table of the 2014 Finance
Bill presents the 2013 and 2014 synthesis in it: page 277. a) Concerning the “functional” classification, another table of the 2014 Finance Bill
presents the 2013 and 2014 synthesis in it: pages 247-250. c) Concerning the classification by administrative unit, it is more complicated.
The table cited in question 001 (page 287) does not have the data from the year BY-1 (2013). We thus should think before answering “b” to
question 019. In my opinion, it would be wrong and I fundamentally agree with the researcher on this: response “a” is appropriate. Indeed,
as argued in the OBS 2012 report (to question 1) by Peer Reviewer 2 and accepted by IBP: “the classification of expenditures since 2006
(Art. 7 of the Organic Law Relative to Budgets: LOLF) is apparently functional (by “mission” and by “program”), but in reality, it is largely
administrative: (...) as for “missions,” they can be “infra-ministerial,” “ministerial” or “inter-ministerial,” but the OBQ 2010 report stressed
that they always can be assimilated into ministry budgets (Q.6, IBP comment, p.15). This type of classification ensures the stability of their
existence over time and is intended to ensure comparability (of expenditures), as well, since the complement of ministries, on the other
hand, changes quite frequently in France. The expenditure table in 2013 and 2014 by “missions” (pages 247-250 and pages 251-276) thus
corresponds to the spirit of question 019 and responds to it correctly.

020. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented for BY-1.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented for BY-1.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented for BY-1.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program for BY-1.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014 p. 282 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Here there is another reference error. The correct ones are: 1) 2014 Finance Bill, pages 247-250 (more pages 231-235:
Annexed Budgets and Special Accounts for the synthesis) 2) For the details by program: see the 2014 PAPs (Annual Performance Projects):
http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice2014/projet-loi-finances-2014-bg#resultat

021. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, have expenditure estimates of the year prior
to the budget year (BY-1) been updated from the original
enacted levels to reflect actual expenditures?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 have been updated from the original enacted levels.
B. No, expenditure estimates for BY-1 have not been updated from the original enacted levels.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Finance Bill 2014: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
Comments: In the Finance Bill, the 2013 reference is “the credits voted for in 2013” and not the actual expenditures.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

022. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of expenditure for
more than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2 and
prior years) by any of the three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic,
and functional classification).
B. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Economic, Social and Financial Report 2014 (p.63) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_2.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

023. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for more than one year preceding the budget year
(that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program for BY-2 and prior years.
E. Not applicable/other (please

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: See the budget blues that refer only to 2013: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/loisprojets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/projet-loi-finances-2014-bg#resultat
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

024. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which all expenditures reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for all expenditures are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014 (p. 24): http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

025. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue by category (such as
tax and non-tax) for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-1 are presented by category.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-1 are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014 - Assessment of Ways and Means (p. 17) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT1-2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

026. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present individual sources of revenue
for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented for BY-1.
B. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue for BY-1 are presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues for BY-1 are presented.
D. No, individual sources of revenue are not presented for BY-1.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014- Assessment of Ways and Means (p. 17) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT1-2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

027. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, have the original estimates of revenue for the
year prior to the budget year (BY-1) been updated to reflect
actual revenue collections?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-1 have been updated from the original enacted levels.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-1 have not been updated from the original enacted levels.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014 - Assessment of Ways and Means (Volume 1) (p. 17): http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT1-2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

028. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue estimates by category
(such as tax and non-tax) for more than one year prior to the
budget year (that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by category.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-2 and prior years are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Economic, Social and Financial Report 2014 Volume 2 (p. 63) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_2.p
df
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: For the year BY-2 (2012), but not for the prior years, the detailed data is also found throughout the Annex “Assessment of
Ways and Means V.1” http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT1-2014.pdf

029. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present individual sources of revenue
for more than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2
and prior years)?

A. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
B. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
C. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
D. No, individual sources of revenue are not presented for BY-2 and prior years.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Economic, Social and Financial Report 2014 Volume 2 (p. 61) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_2.p
df

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: -All the detailed data is found for the year BY-2 (2012) in the annex “Assessment of Ways and Means V.1:”
http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT1-2014.pdf,
which justified the response “a”. -But for the years before 2012, the response “b” is appropriate and the researcher’s citation is correct.

030. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which all revenues reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for all revenues are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014 - Assessment of Ways and Means Volume 1 (p. 17) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT1-2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

031. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on government
borrowing and debt, including its composition, for the year
proceeding the budget year (BY-1)? (The core information must
include the total debt outstanding at the end of BY-1; the
amount of net new borrowing required during BY-1; interest
payments on the debt; interest rates on the debt instruments;
maturity profile of the debt; and whether it is domestic or
external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for government debt.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for government debt.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to government debt is not presented.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Program 117 of the Finance Bill for 2014 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/DBGPGMPGM117.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

032. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which the debt figures reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for government debt are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Economic, Social and Financial Report 2014 (Volume 2) - p. 67 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_2.p
df PLF 2014 program 117 (p.37) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/PAP_2014_BG_engagements_financiers.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

033. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on extrabudgetary funds for at least the budget year? (The core
information must include a statement of purpose or policy
rationale for the extra-budgetary fund; and complete income,
expenditure, and financing data on a gross basis.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all extra-budgetary funds.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all extra-budgetary funds.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some extra-budgetary funds.
D. No, information related to extra-budgetary funds is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014, see the "budget yellows:" http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/loisprojets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/plf-2014-jaunes-budgetaires#.U5nz1hY7T74
Comments: Article 110 of the Finance Act for 1996: “Starting from the 1997 Finance bill, the revenue and extra-budgetary expenditures of
all the state’s administrations are reintegrated within the general budget.” http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000191068"
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: 1) Additional references: a) 2014 Finance bill, page 217, 218 and 232 (Revenue and Expenditures of the “Annexed Budgets”);
pages 219 to 224 and 234-238 (Revenue and Expenditures of the “Special Accounts”) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df b) RESF V.1, pages 91-107 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/REF14_1.p
df 2) In my opinion, the researcher’s “comment” above does not apply to the question asked.

034. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present central government finances
(both budgetary and extra-budgetary) on a consolidated basis
for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, central government finances are presented on a consolidated basis.
B. No, central government finances are not presented on a consolidated basis.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014, within the state's missions and programs (p. 225): http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p
df

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

035. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of
intergovernmental transfers for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all intergovernmental transfers are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all intergovernmental transfers are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all intergovernmental transfers are presented.
D. No, estimates of intergovernmental transfers are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill for 2014, see the "budget yellows" relative to the relationships between the state and social security, with the
territorial collectives and with the European Union. http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projetslois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/plf-2014-jaunes-budgetaires#.U5nz1hY7T74
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

036. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present alternative displays of
expenditures (such as by gender, by age, by income, or by
region) to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different
groups of citizens, for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, at least three alternative displays of expenditures are presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups of
citizens.
B. Yes, two alternative displays of expenditures are presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups of citizens.
C. Yes, one alternative display of expenditures is presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups of citizens.
D. No, alternative displays of expenditures are not presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups of citizens.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.

Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

037. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of transfers to public
corporations for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all transfers to public corporations are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all transfers to public corporations are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all transfers to public corporations are presented.
D. No, estimates of transfers to public corporations are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014, see the budget yellow relative to the state stockholder http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/jaunes/jaune2014_rapport_etat_actionnair
e.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

038. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on quasi-fiscal
activities for at least the budget year? (The core information
must include a statement of purpose or policy rationale for the
quasi-fiscal activity and the intended beneficiaries.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all quasi-fiscal activities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all quasi-fiscal activities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some quasi-fiscal activities.
D. No, information related to quasi-fiscal activities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Example: see program 114 of the Finance Bill for 2014 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/DBGPGMPGM114.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: See also: - Program 145, Savings http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/DBGPGMPGM145.pdf - Program 168,
Increase in Annuities http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/DBGPGMPGM168.pdf

039. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on financial assets
held by the government? (The core information must include a
listing of the assets, and an estimate of their value.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all financial assets.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all financial assets.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some financial assets.
D. No, information related to financial assets is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Mission "Financial Participation of the State" of the Finance Bill for 2014 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/projet-loi-finances-2014mission-participations-financieres-etat#resultat Finance Bill 2014; see the budget yellow relative to the state stockholder:
http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/jaunes/jaune2014_rapport_etat_actionnair
e.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

040. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on nonfinancial
assets held by the government? (The core information must
include a listing of the assets by category.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all nonfinancial assets.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all nonfinancial assets.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some nonfinancial assets.
D. No, information related to nonfinancial assets is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Finance Bill 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: The appropriate response is “c.” In the “Cross-Functional Policy Document (DPT), “the State’s Real Estate Policy,” there is a
calculation and assessment of all the property controlled and used by the state (see page 315 ff: Real Estate Scoreboard; and particularly
“Upgrading,” page 337 ff). http://www.perfomancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/dpt/DPT2014_immobilier_etat.pdf - For real
estate, the appropriate response would thus be “b,” but the other nonfinancial assets are not systematically counted in the EBP but in the
“General State’s Account" (which is part of the Year-End Report). From this, response “c."
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Agreed, response modified.

041. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of expenditure
arrears for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all expenditure arrears are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all expenditure arrears are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all expenditure arrears are presented.
D. No, estimates of expenditure arrears are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France

A.
Score: 100
Sources: Payment arrears are explained through the dissocation made between commitment authorizations and payment allocations.
Nevertheless, these "payment arrears" are not qualified as well in the budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - For the difference between “commitment authorization” and “payment appropriations” overall in 2014: see 2014 Finance Bill,
State B, page 226), and in comparison with 2013: see 2014 Finance Bill, Annex 1, page 247. - Likewise, for each program (see the 2014
PAPs), both key pieces are presented and commented on when there are significant differences. For example, pages 9 and 12 of:
http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/DBGPGMPGM146.pdf

042. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on contingent
liabilities, such as government loan guarantees or insurance
programs? (The core information must include a statement of
purpose or policy rationale for each contingent liability; the
new guarantees or insurance commitments proposed for the
budget year; and the total amount of outstanding guarantees
or insurance commitments (the gross exposure) at the end of
the budget year.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all contingent liabilities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all contingent liabilities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some contingent liabilities.
D. No, information related to contingent liabilities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Program 114 of the Finance Bill for 2014 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/DBGPGMPGM114.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

043. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present projections that assess the
government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of its
finances over the longer term? (The core information must
cover a period of at least 10 years and include the
macroeconomic and demographic assumptions used and a
discussion of the fiscal implications and risks highlighted by
the projections.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented to assess the government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of its
finances over the longer term.
B. Yes, the core information is presented to assess the government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of its finances over the longer
term.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to future liabilities and the sustainability of finances over the longer term is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: For the retirement pensions from public functions, see the budget yellow of the Finance Bill 2014: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/jaunes/jaune2014_pensions.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Especially pages 172-178 in the document cited by the researcher.

044. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of the sources of
donor assistance, both financial and in-kind?

A. Yes, estimates of all sources of donor assistance are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all sources of donor assistance are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all sources of donor assistance are presented.
D. No, estimates of the sources of donor assistance are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.

Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: The appropriate response is “a." - The 2014 Finance Bill summarizes “voluntary” contributions from all origins to public
expenditures as “Cost-Sharing Contributions.” See the 2014 finance bill, particularly Annex 5, pages 282-285. - These cost-sharing
contributions are also summarized in the 2014 PAPs, to which they are allocated. For example (page 188): http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/PAP_2014_BG_agriculture.pdf - Finally, a
budgetary "yellow" is dedicated to a “Summary Statement of Cost-Sharing Contribution Credits and Products Examined (2012/2013)”
http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/jaunes/jaune2014_FDC_ADP.pdf
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Agree with you, the question was misunderstood.

045. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on tax
expenditures for at least the budget year? (The core
information must include a statement of purpose or policy
rationale for each tax expenditure, the intended beneficiaries,
and an estimate of the revenue foregone.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all tax expenditures.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all tax expenditures.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some tax expenditures.
D. No, information related to tax expenditures is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Report related to the assessment of ways and means, Volume 2 on tax expenditures: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT2-2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

046. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of earmarked
revenues?

A. Yes, estimates of all earmarked revenues are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all earmarked revenues are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all earmarked revenues are presented.
D. No, estimates of earmarked revenues are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Report relative to the assessment of ways and means, Volume 1, p. 130: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/VMT1-2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

047. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on how the
proposed budget (both new proposals and existing policies) is
linked to government’s policy goals for the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for the budget year are presented,
along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for the budget year are presented, but
a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how the proposed budget is linked to some but not all of the government’s policy goals for the budget year
is presented.
D. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals for the budget year is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Explanatory Statement of the Finance Bill for 2014 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/PLF2014/PLF2014.p

df See also the explanations of the budget blues: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projetslois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/projet-loi-finances-2014-bg#resultat
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

048. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on how the
proposed budget (both new proposals and existing policies) is
linked to government’s policy goals for a multi-year period (for
at least two years beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for a multi-year period are presented,
along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for a multi-year period are presented,
but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how the proposed budget is linked to some but not all of the government’s policy goals for a multi-year
period is presented.
D. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals for a multi-year period is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The Finance Bill information is generally set in perspective of the data contained in the Public Finance Planning Act. For example:
p. 12 et p. 22.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Very little information on this subject in the 2014 Finance Bill. We find a bit in the ESFR V.1, pages 112-113. -Most of this
information is rather found in the 2012-2017 LPFP and the 2013-2017 Stability Program, therefore not in the EBP

049. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present nonfinancial data on inputs to
be acquired for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are provided for each program within all administrative units (or functions).
B. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are presented for all administrative units (or functions) but not for all (or any) programs.
C. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are presented for some programs and/or some administrative units (or functions).
D. No, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are not presented.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See the indicators of the budget blues of the Finance Bill 2014: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documentsbudgetaires/lois-projets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/projet-loi-finances-2014-bg#resultat Example, health:
http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice2014/projet-loi-finances-2014-mission-sante#resultat
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

050. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present nonfinancial data on results (in
terms of outputs or outcomes) for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are provided for each program within all administrative units (or functions).
B. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are presented for all administrative units (or functions) but not for all (or any) programs.
C. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are presented for some programs and/or some administrative units (or functions).
D. No, nonfinancial data on results are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See the budget blues of the Finance Bill 2014: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/loisprojets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/projet-loi-finances-2014-bg#resultat
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

051. Are performance targets assigned to nonfinancial data on
results in the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation?

A. Yes, performance targets are assigned to all nonfinancial data on results.
B. Yes, performance targets are assigned to most nonfinancial data on results.

C. Yes, performance targets are assigned to some nonfinancial data on results.
D. No, performance targets are not assigned to nonfinancial data on results, or the budget does not present nonfinancial data on results.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See the budget blues of the Finance Bill 2014: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/loisprojets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/projet-loi-finances-2014-bg#resultat
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

052. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of policies (both new
proposals and existing policies) that are intended to benefit
directly the country’s most impoverished populations in at
least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are presented, along with
a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are presented, but a
narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are
presented.
D. No, estimates of policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: An inter-ministerial mission "Solidarity, Inclusion and Equality of Opportunities" exists: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/PAP_2014_BG_solidarite.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

053. Does the executive release to the public its timetable for
formulating the Executive’s Budget Proposal (that is, a
document setting deadlines for submissions from other
government entities, such as line ministries or subnational
government, to the Ministry of Finance or whatever central
government agency is in charge of coordinating the budget’s
formulation)?

A. Yes, a detailed timetable is released to the public.
B. Yes, a timetable is released, but some details are excluded.
C. Yes, a timetable is released, but it lacks important details.
D. No, a timetable is not issued to the public.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Notably, communicated on the public performance website: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 3. Comprehensiveness of Other Key Budget Documents
054. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget projections
are based? (The core information must include a discussion of
the economic outlook with estimates of nominal GDP level,
inflation rate, real GDP growth, and interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the macroeconomic forecast is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France

C.
Score: 33
Sources: As part of the policy debate on public finance, the Report on the Evolution of the National Economy and on the Direction of
Public Finance- Volume 1, (especially p.18): http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/DOFP/DOFP_TOME_
1.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: The appropriate response is “b." - In the document cited by the researcher, the analyses and macroeconomic assumptions are
mobilized for their retrospective efforts on public finance (2012, which impacts the following years; see pages 6 to 13) and for the
provisional effects (for 2013, 2014 and following; see pages 14 to 23). The resulting “nominal trajectory of public finance” that follows from
it is presented (pages 30 to 34), the macroeconomic uncertainties and their potential consequences on the public finance discussed pages
34 to 36. - In the “2013-2017 Stability Program,” not cited by the researcher but which should be taken into account as a “first PBS,” some
additional clarifications are provided: especially in the fairly complete statistical tables: pages 79 to 84 http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/enjeux_fipu/prog_annuel_fipu/Pstab_
2013-2017_042013.pdf - In total, if certain elements could be missing (interest rate for example: page 84 of the Stability Program), which
prevents us from responding “a,” the discussion is rather complete and justifies the response “b,” in my opinion.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
I do not understand the comment, because it is just missing a key element, which is interest rates.
IBP COMMENT
We agree with the researcher.

055. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
government’s expenditure policies and priorities that will guide
the development of detailed estimates for the upcoming
budget? (The core information must include a discussion of
expenditure policies and priorities and an estimate of total
expenditures.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the government’s expenditure policies and priorities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the government’s expenditure policies and priorities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the government’s expenditure policies and priorities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: As part of the Policy Debate on Public Finance (DOFP), the report - Volume 1- p. 37: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/DOFP/DOFP_TOME_

1.pdf As part of the DOFP, the handout for the expenditure side: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/DOFP/DOFP_TIREAP
ART.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

056. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
government’s revenue policies and priorities that will guide the
development of detailed estimates for the upcoming budget?
(The core information must include a discussion of revenue
policies and priorities and an estimate of total revenues.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the government’s revenue policies and priorities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the government’s revenue policies and priorities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the government’s revenue policies and priorities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The question of revenues appears much evoked but no total estimate seems to be performed at this stage. See the report of the
DOFP - Volume 1 (particularly p. 32) http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/DOFP/DOFP_TOME_
1.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: - The response “a” is thus appropriate. - For this question (as for the following ones), it should be emphasized that the
European procedure rather strongly modifies the schedule and the content of the “preparatory” budgetary documents, which makes it a
bit problematic to examine the government’s efforts in information and transparency (or their absence) from a since document identified
by the Researcher (DOFP report, V.1 and its “reprint”). -If this choice is indeed formally justified (and I thus partially approve it), in my
opinion IBP should consider (and take it into account when preparing the next questionnaires) the fact that now, budget preparation in the
euro zone mobilizes (since the TSCG Treaty and the “2packs” regulation) two main types of documents: 1) The one cited, from June or July
of BY-1; 2) a multi-year “Stability Program," discussed since the end of April BY-1 at Parliament and sent to the European Commission:
http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/enjeux_fipu/prog_annuel_fipu/Pstab_
2013-2017_042013.pdf This last document is both prior to the second and more complete, particularly from a statistical and strategic
perspective; it comes with “Advice from the High Council of Public Finance” on its macroeconomic forecasts and the ensuing budgetary
trajectory: http://www.hcfp.fr/Avis-et-publication/Avis/Avis-n-2013-01-relatif-aux-previsions-macroeconomiques-associees-au-projet-deprogramme-de-stabilite-pour-les-annees-2013-a-2017 -Thus, the DOFP always refers to the Stability Program, and this is where much of
the information requested by the 2015 OBQ that is not repeated by the DOFP can be found. For question 056, there is a detailed
discussion on expenditures and public revenues, pages 13 to 31 of the cited Stability Program, and two additional statistical tables page

80, which thus justifies response “a.” - All in all, the researcher’s responses, formally correct in my opinion and which I could thus generally
confirm on this topic, in reality rather poorly reflect the actual content of the budgetary preparation phase. My view is that there should be
a vision that is wider and more consistent with IBP’s ambition, taking into consideration the two documents cited and not just one to
respond to this part of the Questionnaire.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
I agree with the comments made. Nevertheless, the Stability Program has not been chosen as a PBS. .

057. Does Pre-Budget Statement present three estimates related
to government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The charges on the debt for 2014 are presented in the reprint of the DOFP p. 2: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/DOFP/DOFP_TIREAP
ART.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: - The appropriate response is “b.” -Other than the researcher’s reference, the total amount of public debt (and interest
charges) are found on pages 31 ff and 81 of the Stability Program http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/enjeux_fipu/prog_annuel_fipu/Pstab_
2013-2017_042013.pdf
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Same as the prior question, and for other prior questions, it is necessary to have previously determined which documents to keep at the
Pre-Budget Statement stage. Stability Program not chosen

058. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present estimates of total
expenditures for a multi-year period (at least two-years
beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented.
B. No, multi-year expenditure estimates are not presented.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: -The appropriate response is “a.” -We find the overall multi-year expenditures (and some more specific breakdowns) on pages
21 ff and 81 of the Stability Program http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/enjeux_fipu/prog_annuel_fipu/Pstab_
2013-2017_042013.pdf
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Same as before.

059. Does the Enacted Budget present expenditure estimates by
any of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and
functional classification).
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: State legislature, annex B of the Finance Bill for 2014:
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=FB208AD8D76EFCBF95258840F7FBA935.tpdjo08v_2?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000028399511&dateTexte=&oldAction=rechJO&categorieLien=id&idJO=JORFCONT000028399508#JORFARTI0000284009
11 In 2014 Enacted Budget of the State in a Few Numbers: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/documentation_budgetaire/chiffre
s_cles/depliant_budget2014.pdf

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Agree with the response “a” - But the cited references do not seem to be the most appropriate to me. The “Citizens Budget”
is inappropriate, because it is very general and incomplete. And the State B of the Finance Act only provides one single classification (by
mission and programs). The complete functional and economic classifications are found in: 1) the “Decree of Distribution:”
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000028402413&fastPos=2&fastReqId=56595043&categorieLien=id&oldAction=rechTexte 2) In the “Missions and Special
Accounts of the State’s Budget” annexed to the Finance Act, see: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documentsbudgetaires/lois-projets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/loi-finances-initiale-2014#.VGIrs7TVBwd For example, page 9:
http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/loifinances-initiale-2014-mission-action-exterieure-etat#resultat 3) The expenditure table by “ministry,” presented in the 2014 Finance Act
(EBP), is not reproduced, which could tilt the balance towards response “b,” but it should be admitted, in accordance with the response to
question 001, that the “missions” are comparable to “administrative units.” Hence, response “a."

060. Does the Enacted Budget present expenditure estimates for
individual programs?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: State legislature; annex B of the Initial Finance Act 2014:
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=FB208AD8D76EFCBF95258840F7FBA935.tpdjo08v_2?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000028399511&dateTexte=&oldAction=rechJO&categorieLien=id&idJO=JORFCONT000028399508#JORFARTI0000284009
11
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Like for question 059, the following reference should be added: the “Missions and Special Accounts of the State’s Budget”
annexed to the Finance Act, see: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projets-lois-documentsannexes-annee/exercice-2014/loi-finances-initiale-2014#.VGIrs7TVBwd

061. Does the Enacted Budget present revenue estimates by
category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Enacted Budget does not present revenue estimates by category.

C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Article 60 Initial Finance Law 2014:
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=FB208AD8D76EFCBF95258840F7FBA935.tpdjo08v_2?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000028399511&dateTexte=&oldAction=rechJO&categorieLien=id&idJO=JORFCONT000028399508#JORFARTI0000284009
11
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: .

062. Does the Enacted Budget present individual sources of
revenue?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: State legislature, annex A of the Initial Finance Law 2014:
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=FB208AD8D76EFCBF95258840F7FBA935.tpdjo08v_2?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000028399511&dateTexte=&oldAction=rechJO&categorieLien=id&idJO=JORFCONT000028399508#JORFARTI0000284009
11
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

063. Does the Enacted Budget present three estimates related to
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: See the financing requirement of the balance article of the Initial Finance Law 2014 and the program "Debt Burden and Cash
Resources of the State:" http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=FB208AD8D76EFCBF95258840F7FBA935.tpdjo08v_2?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000028399511&dateTexte=&oldAction=rechJO&categorieLien=id&idJO=JORFCONT000028399508#JORFARTI0000284009
11
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: -Concerning the debt burden, see the 2014 Finance Act, Annexed State B.

064. What information is provided in the Citizens Budget? (The
core information must include expenditure and revenue totals,
the main policy initiatives in the budget, the macroeconomic
forecast upon which the budget is based, and contact
information for follow-up by citizens.)

A. The Citizens Budget provides information beyond the core elements.
B. The Citizens Budget provides the core information.
C. The Citizens Budget provides information, but it excludes some core elements.
D. The Citizens Budget is not published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Enacted Budget of the State in a Few Numbers: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/documentation_budgetaire/chiffre
s_cles/depliant_budget2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.

Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: - The appropriate response is “a” and the correct reference is related to the EBP’s Citizens Budget:
http://www.economie.gouv.fr/files/plf2014-essentiel.pdf -The researcher’s response (“c”) is correct for its reference, but this document is
late, on the Enacted Budget, which is called “Some numbers...,” is not meant to present the policy or the budget debates and, in my
opinion, does not correspond to the IBP’s intention in this question.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Agree with the comment, response modified.

065. How is the Citizens Budget disseminated to the public?

A. A Citizens Budget is disseminated widely through a combination of at least three different appropriate tools and media (such as the
Internet, billboards, radio programs, newspapers, etc.).
B. A Citizens Budget is published by using at least two, but less than three, means of dissemination, but no other dissemination efforts are
undertaken by the executive.
C. A Citizens Budget is disseminated only by using one means of dissemination.
D. A Citizens Budget is not published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The Enacted Budget of the State in a Few Numbers is to our knowledge only distributed via its uploading to the Internet:
http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/documentation_budgetaire/chiffre
s_cles/depliant_budget2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: - The main part of the budget (http://www.economie.gouv.fr/files/plf2014-essentiel.pdf) is distributed on the Internet, and a
paper version in the areas open to the public of the economic and tax administration. The appropriate response is thus “b."
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The commentator must be better informed. Response modified.

066. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s requirements for budget information prior to
publishing the Citizens Budget?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s Budget, and
these mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.

B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s Budget;
while these mechanisms are accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s Budget, but
these mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s
Budget.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

067. Are “citizens” versions of budget documents published
throughout the budget process?

A. A citizens version of budget documents is published for each of the four stages of the budget process (budget formulation, enactment,
execution, and audit).
B. A citizens version of budget documents is published for at least two of the four stages of the budget process.
C. A citizens version of budget documents is published for at least one stage of the budget process.
D. No citizens version of budget documents is published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The Enacted Budget of the State in a Few Numbers: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/documentation_budgetaire/chiffre
s_cles/depliant_budget2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: The appropriate response is “b,” because there are at least three versions: - Other than the cited document (Enacted Budget),
there is a citizens version of the Executive's Budget Proposal: http://www.economie.gouv.fr/files/plf2014-essentiel.pdf - Same for the state
accounts (for the Budget Settlement Act and the Approval of the 2012 State Accounts): http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/budget/comptes/2012/plaquette_2012.pdf

RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Agree with the comment. Response modified.

068. Do the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by any
of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and
functional classification).
B. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the In-Year Reports do not present actual expenditures by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The Monthly Situation of the State: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/SMB/2014/situation_mensuelle_bu
dget_Etat_30042014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

069. Do the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for
individual programs?

A. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the In-Year Reports do not present actual expenditures by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: The Monthly Situation of the State: http://www.performance-

publique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/SMB/2014/situation_mensuelle_bu
dget_Etat_30042014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

070. Do the In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date
expenditures with either the original estimate for that period
(based on the enacted budget) or the same period in the
previous year?

A. Yes, comparisons are made for expenditures presented in the In-Year Reports.
B. No, comparisons are not made for expenditures presented in the In-Year Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Monthly Situation of the State: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/SMB/2014/situation_mensuelle_bu
dget_Etat_30042014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

071. Do In-Year Reports present actual revenue by category
(such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, In-Year Reports present actual revenue by category.
B. No, In-Year Reports do not present actual revenue by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Monthly Situation of the State: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/SMB/2014/situation_mensuelle_bu
dget_Etat_30042014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

072. Do In-Year Reports present the individual sources of
revenue for actual revenues collected?

A. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenue.
D. No, In-Year Reports do not present individual sources of actual revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The Monthly Situation of the State: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/SMB/2014/situation_mensuelle_bu
dget_Etat_30042014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

073. Do the In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date
revenues with either the original estimate for that period
(based on the enacted budget) or the same period in the
previous year?

A. Yes, comparisons are made for revenues presented in the In-Year Reports.
B. No, comparisons are not made for revenues presented in the In-Year Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Monthly Situation of the State: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/SMB/2014/situation_mensuelle_bu
dget_Etat_30042014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

074. Do In-Year Reports present three estimates related to actual
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing; the total debt outstanding; and interest payments?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See "the charges of the debt" in the Monthly Situation of the State (p.4): http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/SMB/2014/situation_mensuelle_bu
dget_Etat_30042014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: -The state debt is managed by the Agence France Trésor (AFT), a government agency with national authority, placed under the
authority of the National Directorate of the Treasury (Ministry of the Economy and Finance). -This agency’s monthly publication should be
taken into account for this question: “Monthly Bulletin” http://www.aft.gouv.fr/rubriques/bulletins-mensuels_202.html -The three
requested estimates are presented each month, as well as numerous other information on the state’s debt.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
If we choose the documents produced by the AFT, I agree with the comment. Response modified.

075. Do In-Year Reports present information related to the
composition of the total actual debt outstanding? (The core
information must include interest rates on the debt
instruments; maturity profile of the debt; and whether it is
domestic or external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the composition of the total actual debt outstanding.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the composition of the total actual debt outstanding.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to composition of total actual debt outstanding is not presented.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Monthly Situation of the State: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/ressources_documentaires/SMB/2014/situation_mensuelle_bu
dget_Etat_30042014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: -As for question 74, it is the publication of the AFT that should be taken into consideration:
http://www.aft.gouv.fr/rubriques/bulletins-mensuels_202.html - The response “a” is thus appropriate.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Same as above. Response modified.

076. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include an updated
macroeconomic forecast for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, the estimates for the macroeconomic forecast have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the original
and updated forecasts is presented.
B. Yes, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the original
and updated forecasts is presented.
C. Yes, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original and
updated forecast is not presented.
D. No, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Amending Finance Law 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: - The appropriate response is “b.” - In my opinion and consistent with what the IBP admitted in the last OBS 2012 in response
to the comments of “Peer Reviewer Two” (Questions 73 and following), the changes of economic perspectives and their budgetary
consequences, when they take place, (and that is the case for 2014 and prior years), are systematically discussed as a part of the DOFP
procedure (public finance orientation debate) which takes place in the middle of the year (see the report from June 28, 2014) and, also very

often, at the time of the Draft Amending Finance Bill (PLFR), which often occurs between May and September (which is the case in 2014,
see the PLFR of 06/11/2014). Even if formally there is no “MYR” in France, these two procedures (especially the DOFP and its “Report on the
Change in the National Economy and on the Public Finance Orientation”) must be considered as similar to such a “Review” and they
provide the requested information, by exactly responding to the objectives assigned in the “Guidelines:” “to ensure that programs are
being implemented effectively and to identify any emerging problems,” “such issues as cost increases due to inflation or unexpected
events should also be identified and appropriate counter-measures proposed.” - In 2014, the macroeconomic forecasts updated for 2014
and their effects, but without all the details that would be useful, are presented in pages 13 to 15 and page 27, which explains the
response “b,” see: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2015/DOFP/DOFP_Tome_01_depot_AN.PDF
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Response given, as explained above, after the IBP believed that there was no Mid-Year Review. Consequently, the response depends on
what the IBP includes. If okay with amending finance act, agree with the comment given. Response modified.

077. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
expenditure estimates for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the original and updated
expenditure estimates is presented.
B. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the original and updated
expenditure estimates is presented.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original and updated expenditure
estimates is not presented.
D. No, expenditure estimates have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Amending Finance Law 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: - The appropriate response is “b.” - The updating of expenditures, taking into account the cancellation of appropriations and
the 2014 Amending Finance Act, are presented, especially on pages 16 to 19. Only certain necessary explanations are provided; See:
http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2015/DOFP/DOFP_Tome_01_depot_AN.PDF
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Same as above. Response modified.

078. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present
expenditure estimates by any of the three expenditure
classifications (by administrative, economic, or functional
classification)?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and
functional classification).
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Amending Finance Law 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: - The appropriate response is “c.” - See the table by “ministry” (administrative unit) on page 19, which is the only one that
responds to the question asked: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2015/DOFP/DOFP_Tome_01_depot_AN.PDF
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Same, in agreement with IBP, we believe that the DOFP is not a Mid-Year Review and there is no classification presented in the amending
finance act.

079. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present
expenditure estimates for individual programs?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.

Score: 0
Sources: Amending Finance Act 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: - We agree with the response “d,”...but not with the researcher’s comment. - Indeed, in my opinion, there is an MYR document
produced (Report cited in questions 076 to 078), but it does not present the expenditures by program. This justifies the response “d.” -But
if the IBP also admits the 2014 Amending Finance Act as an MYR, we find a presentation in it of a part of the expenditures by program,
those that were modified, and that would justify the response “c.” - If there is doubt in the IBP’s interpretation, I still keep the response “d."

080. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
revenue estimates for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the original and updated revenue
estimates is presented.
B. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the original and updated revenue
estimates is presented.
C. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original and updated revenue estimates
is not presented.
D. No, revenue estimates have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Amending Finance Act 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: - The appropriate response is “b.” - A presentation on the update of some revenue and their reasons is found from pages 16
to 19 and pages 25 to 27 of http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2015/DOFP/DOFP_Tome_01_depot_AN.PDF - An
additional presentation is found in the 2014 Amending Finance Bill, page 18 (by main categories) and page 41 (in a more detailed manner)
http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/PLFR2014/2014-PLFRBleu-Web.pdf
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Inclusion of Amending Finance Act. Response modified.

081. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present revenue
estimates by category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Amending Finance Act 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: - As for question 079, I agree with the response proposed by the researcher (“b”)...but not with his reasons. - Indeed, in my
opinion, there is a MYR document produced (Report cited in questions 076 to 080), but it does not present the revenue by category. This
would justify the response “d.” -But if the IBP also admits the 2014 Amending Finance Act as an MYR, we find a presentation in it of the
total amount of updated revenue by category (pages 16 and 18) and the details of those that were modified (pages 42 to 43), which would
justify the response “a.” Reference: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/PLFR2014/2014-PLFRBleu-Web.pdf - If there is doubt in the IBP’s interpretation, I still keep the response “b."

082. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present individual
sources of revenue?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Amending Finance Act 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.

Comments: - As for questions 079 and 081, I agree with the response proposed by the researcher (“d”)...but not with his reasons. - Indeed,
in my opinion, a MYR has been produced (Report cited in questions 076 to 080), but it does not present the individual sources of revenue.
This would justify response “d”. -But if the IBP also admits the 2014 Amending Finance Act as an MYR, we find a presentation of the
updated individual sources of revenue representing more than 2/3 of the total (page 18) and the detail of all those that were modified
(pages 42 to 43), which would justify the response “b.” Reference: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/PLFR2014/2014-PLFRBleu-Web.pdf

083. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
estimates of government borrowing and debt, including its
composition, for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, and information on all of the differences between the original
and updated estimates is presented.
B. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, and information on some of the differences between the original
and updated estimates is presented.
C. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, but information on the differences between the original and
updated estimates is not presented.
D. No, estimates of government borrowing and debt have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Amending Finance Act 2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - As for questions 079, 081 and 082, I agree with the response proposed by the researcher (“d”)...but not with his reasons. Indeed, in my opinion, there is a MYR document produced (Report cited in questions 076 to 082), but it does not present the updated
estimation of the debt and public loan needs. This would justify response “d.” -But if the IBP also admits the 2014 Amending Finance Act as
a MYR, we find an updated presentation of the public borrowing requirements (page 32), which would justify the response “c." Reference:
http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/PLFR2014/2014-PLFRBleu-Web.pdf - If there is doubt in the IBP’s interpretation, I still keep the response “d."

084. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted levels (including in-year changes approved by the
legislature) and the actual outcome for expenditures?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all expenditures are presented, along with a
narrative discussion.

B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all expenditures are presented, but a narrative
discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for some but not all expenditures are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for expenditures are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Settlement Act for 2012 (article 4):
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=B85F281F5A5451CEFF29852DED7AEC35.tpdjo15v_1?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000027805751&categorieLien=id
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: - The researcher confused the “Year-End Report” presented by the Executive Branch (“Bill”) and the “Act” voted on by
Parliament, which obviously does not include “an analysis in the narrative style!” - In the “Bill” the appropriate response is “a” (whether it
refers to 2012 as the researcher suggests or 2013 as I suggest myself), see in particular the narrative analysis pages 7 to 42:
http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2013/rap/pdf/PLR2013.pdf NB
for 2012, likewise see, in particular, pages 7 to 36: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/PLR2012/PLR2012.pdf
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Agree with the comment, response modified.

085. Does the Year-End Report present expenditure estimates by
any of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and
functional classification).
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100

Sources: (Function of the response to question 1) The Settlement Bill 2013, p. 53 et p. 57: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2013/rap/pdf/PLR2013.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Here, I completely approve the researcher’s response and the reference used (both here and for the following questions 086
to 096), but this reference is not consistent with its responses to questions 1 and following to question 084.

086. Does the Year-End Report present expenditure estimates
for individual programs?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Settlement Bill 2013, p. 57: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2013/rap/pdf/PLR2013.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

087. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted levels (including in-year changes approved by the
legislature) and the actual outcome for revenues?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all revenues are presented, along with a
narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all revenues are presented, but a narrative
discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for some but not all revenues are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for revenues are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France

A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Settlement Bill 2013, p. 30: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2013/rap/pdf/PLR2013.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

088. Does the Year-End Report present revenue estimates by
category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Year-End Report does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Settlement Bill, p. 30: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2013/rap/pdf/PLR2013.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

089. Does the Year-End Report present individual sources of
revenue?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Settlement Bill 2013, p. 30: http://www.performance-

publique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2013/rap/pdf/PLR2013.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: - In addition to the source cited by the researcher, where the information requested is summarized, very detailed and
complete information is provided in an “Annex to the 2013 Amending Finance Act: Development of the Revenue of the General Budget and
Tax Expenditures” (and the same for the Annexed Budgets and Special Accounts). For example: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2013/rap/pdf/PLR2013_recettes_BG_depenses_fiscales.pd
f
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Agree with the comment. Response modified.

090. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of government borrowing and debt,
including its composition, for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal year and the
actual outcome for that year are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal
year and the actual outcome for that year are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: All these elements are available in the General Account of the State: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/budget/comptes/2013/cge_2013.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Agree with response “a;” the document rightly cited by the researcher is an “Annex to the Bill.” It could be specifically added
to the list of references for question 1 and following.

091. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original macroeconomic forecast for the fiscal year and the
actual outcome for that year?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for
that year are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for
that year are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original macroeconomic forecast for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year is
not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Settlement Act 2013, p. 13: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2013/rap/pdf/PLR2013.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: - The analysis, including in the narrative fashion, is rather brief but it is detailed and explicit: pages 7 to 13. It is completed for
the interest rates by the Annex “State Account,” in particular pages 102 ff and 148 ff. http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/budget/comptes/2013/cge_2013.pdf
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In our opinion, it is not enough to be response A; we keep the response.
IBP COMMENT
We agree with the researcher.

092. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the
actual outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual outcome are
presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual outcome are
presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimate of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual

outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual outcome are not
presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See the annual performance reports annexed to the Settlement Bill: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2013/projet-loi-reglement-rap2013#.U5xB9RY7T75
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

093. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the
actual outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual outcome are
presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual outcome are
presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimate of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual
outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual outcome are not
presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See the APRs annexed to the Settlement Bill: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/loisprojets-lois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2013/projet-loi-reglement-rap-2013#.U5xB9RY7T75
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

094. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted level of funds for policies (both new proposals and
existing policies) that are intended to benefit directly the
country’s most impoverished populations and the actual
outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most
impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most
impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for some but not all of the policies that are intended to benefit directly the
country’s most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most
impoverished populations and the actual outcome are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See the APR on the mission "Solidarity, Inclusion and Equality of Opportunities:" http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2013/rap/pdf/RAP_2013_BG_Solidarite_insertion_egalite_
des_chances.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

095. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual
outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome are presented,
along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome are presented,
but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome
are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France

A.
Score: 100
Sources: In parallel to the Settlement Bill, especially the June report of the Commission of the Social Security Accounts:
http://www.securite-sociale.fr/IMG/pdf/rapport-ccss-2014.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Agree with the response “a” but the correct URL is: http://www.securite-sociale.fr/IMG/pdf/rapport-ccss-2014v2-2.pdf

096. Is a financial statement included as part of the Year-End
Report or released as a separate report?

A. Yes, a financial statement is part of the Year-End Report or is released as a separate report.
B. No, a financial statement is neither part of the Year-End Report nor released as a separate report.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The General Account of the State: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/files/documents/budget/comptes/2013/cge_2013.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

097. What type of audits (compliance, financial, or performance)
has the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) conducted and made
available to the public?

A. The SAI has conducted all three types of audits (compliance, financial, or performance) and made them available to the public.
B. The SAI has conducted two of the three types of audits, and made them available to the public.
C. The SAI has conducted one of the three types of audits, and made them available to the public.
D. The SAI has not conducted any of the three types of audits, or has not made them available to the public.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100

Sources: Report Relative to the Certification of the State: http://www.ccomptes.fr/Publications/Publications/Certification-des-comptes-de-lEtat-exercice-2013 Thematic reports: http://www.ccomptes.fr
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

098. What percentage of expenditures within the mandate of the
Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) has been audited?

A. All expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
B. Expenditures representing at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
C. Expenditures representing less than two-thirds of expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
D. No expenditures have been audited.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Certification of the Accounts of the State: http://www.ccomptes.fr/Publications/Publications/Certification-des-comptes-de-l-Etatexercice-2013
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Additional reference for this question: http://www.ccomptes.fr/Publications/Publications/Le-budget-de-l-Etat-en-2013resultats-et-gestion

099. What percentage of extra-budgetary funds within the
mandate of the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) has been
audited?

A. All extra-budgetary funds within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
B. Extra-budgetary funds accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures associated with extra-budgetary funds within the
SAI’s mandate have been audited.
C. Extra-budgetary funds accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures associated with extra-budgetary funds within the SAI’s
mandate have been audited.
D. No extra-budgetary funds have been audited.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France

A.
Score: 100
Sources: Example with the Certification of Social Security Accounts: http://www.ccomptes.fr/Actualites/A-la-une/Certification-des-comptesdu-regime-general-de-securite-sociale-exercice-2012
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

100. Does the annual Audit Report(s) prepared by the Supreme
Audit Institution (SAI) include an executive summary?

A. Yes, the annual Audit Report(s) includes one or more executive summaries summarizing the report’s content.
B. No, the annual Audit Report(s) does not include an executive summary.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Example with the synthesis of the report on "The Budget of the State in 2013 (Results and Management)" at the bottom of the
webpage: http://www.ccomptes.fr/Publications/Publications/Le-budget-de-l-Etat-en-2013-resultats-et-gestion
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

101. Does the executive make available to the public a report on
what steps it has taken to address audit recommendations or
findings that indicate a need for remedial action?

A. Yes, the executive reports publicly on what steps it has taken to address audit findings.
B. Yes, the executive reports publicly on most audit findings.
C. Yes, the executive reports publicly on some audit findings.
D. No, the executive does not report on steps it has taken to address audit findings.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0

Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

102. Does either the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) or legislature
release to the public a report that tracks actions taken by the
executive to address audit recommendations?

A. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on what steps the executive has taken to address all audit recommendations.
B. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on most audit recommendations.
C. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on some audit recommendations.
D. No, neither the SAI nor legislature reports on steps the executive has taken to address audit recommendations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Annual Public Report Volume 2: http://www.ccomptes.fr/Publications/Publications/Rapport-public-annuel-2014
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Most of the measures taken are analyzed in the report on certification, pages 9 to 65
https://www.ccomptes.fr/Publications/Publications/Certification-des-comptes-de-l-Etat-exercice-2013

Section 4. Strength of Oversight Institutions
103. Does the legislature have internal capacity to conduct
budget analyses or use independent research capacity for such
analyses?

A. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office/unit attached to the legislature, and it has sufficient staffing, resources, and analytical
capacity to carry out its tasks.
B. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office, but its staffing and other resources, including adequate funding, are insufficient to
carry out its tasks.
C. Yes, there are independent researchers outside the legislature that can perform budget analyses and the legislature takes advantage of
this capacity, but there is no specialized office attached to the legislature.
D. No, the legislature has neither internal capacity nor access to independent research capacity for budget analyses.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The administration dedicated to the finance committees and assistance of the Court of Accounts (article 47-2 of the Constitution)
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

104. Does the legislature debate budget policy prior to the
tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. Yes, the legislature both debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal and approves recommendations
for the budget, and the executive is obliged to reflect the legislature’s recommendations in the budget.
B. Yes, the legislature both debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal and approves recommendations
for the budget, but the executive is not obliged to reflect the legislature’s recommendations in the budget.
C. Yes, the legislature debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but the legislature does not approve
recommendations for the budget.
D. No, neither the full legislature nor any legislative committee debate budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget
Proposal.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The orientation debate on public finance: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projetslois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/debat-d-orientation-finances-publiques-juillet-2013#.U5xGRBY7T74
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: The appropriate response is “b." Each year in June (or July), an “orientation debate on public finance” is organized in
Parliament, where the report prepared at this time by government is discussed (DOFP). In 2013: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/medias/documents/ressources/2014/DOFP/DOFP_TOME_
1.pdf Nevertheless, in France, this debate is brief (a single night session at the National Assembly on 07/02/2013), and nothing forces the
government to follow the resulting parliamentary recommendations for its budget proposal, which it will present in October.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Response a) determined after discussions with IBP but response initially given b) so agree with the comment and modified response.

105. Does the executive hold consultations with members of the
legislature as part of its process of determining budget
priorities?

A. Yes, the executive holds consultations with a wide range of legislators.
B. Yes, the executive holds consultations with a range of legislators, but some key members are excluded.
C. Yes, the executive holds consultations with only a limited number of legislators.
D. No, the executive does not consult with members of the legislature as part of the budget preparation process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The orientation debate on public finance: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/documents-budgetaires/lois-projetslois-documents-annexes-annee/exercice-2014/debat-d-orientation-finances-publiques-juillet-2013#.U5xGRBY7T74
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

106. How far in advance of the start of the budget year does the
legislature receive the Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least three months before the start of the budget year.
B. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least six weeks, but less than three months, before the start of the budget
year.
C. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal less than six weeks before the start of the budget year.
D. The legislature does not receive the Executive’s Budget Proposal before the start of the budget year.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Finance Bill 2014 tabled at the National Assembly on September 25, 2013: http://www.assembleenationale.fr/14/dossiers/loi_finances_2014.asp
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

107. When does the legislature approve the Executive’s Budget
Proposal?

A. The legislature approves the budget at least one month in advance of the start of the budget year.
B. The legislature approves the budget less than one month in advance of the start of the budget year, but at least by the start of the
budget year.
C. The legislature approves the budget less than one month after the start of the budget year.
D. The legislature approves the budget more than one month after the start of the budget year, or does not approve the budget.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Finance Bill 2014 adopted definitively by the National Assembly on December 19, 2014: http://www.assembleenationale.fr/14/ta/ta0267.asp
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

108. Does the legislature have the authority in law to amend the
Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. Yes, the legislature has unlimited authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
B. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, with some limitations.
C. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but its authority is very limited.
D. No, the legislature does not have any authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: See Article 40 of the Constitution http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/connaissance/constitution_11-2011.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

109. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds between administrative units that receive
explicit funding in the Enacted Budget, and is it legally required
to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds between
administrative units, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds between administrative units, but is not required to
do so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds between
administrative units, but in practice the executive shifts funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive shifts funds between administrative units without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law
or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See Article 12 of the Organic Law Relative to the Laws of Finance http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000394028
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: -The government must “inform” Parliament, but is not required to receive approval formally if the amounts are relatively low
(less than 2% of the initial program). See LOLF Article 12: “Article 12 I. - Transfers can modify the distribution of credits between programs
of a single ministry. The cumulative amount, during the same year, of appropriations having been transferred, cannot exceed 2% of the
credits opened by the year’s finance act for each of the concerned programs. This ceiling also applies to the open appropriations on the
personnel expenditures' title for each of the concerned programs. II. - Transfers can modify the distribution of credits between programs
and distinct ministries, to the extent that the use of the appropriations thus transferred, for a determined goal, corresponds to the actions
of the original program. These transfers can have modified distribution of authorized posts between the concerned ministries. III. Transfers are carried out by decree issued on the Ministry of Finance’s report, after receiving information from the National Assembly
Committees and the Senate in charge of finance and other concerned committees. The use of transferred appropriations gives rise to the
establishment of a special report, inserted in the report pursuant to 4o of Article 54. IV. - No transfers can be made to programs that are
not provided for by a finance act. No transfers can be made to personnel expenditure titles from another title."

110. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds within administrative units that receive explicit
funding in the Enacted Budget, and is it legally required to do
so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within
administrative units, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within administrative units, but is not required to do

so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within
administrative units, but in practice the executive shifts funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive shifts funds within administrative units without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law
or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See Article 12 of the Organic Law Relative to Laws of Finance http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000394028
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

111. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
spending excess revenue (that is, amounts higher than
originally anticipated) that may become available during the
budget execution period, and is it legally required to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess revenues, and it
does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess revenue, but is not required to do so by law or
regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess revenue, but in
practice the executive spends these funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive spends excess revenues without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law or regulation
requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: See article 12 of the Organic Law Relative to the Laws of Finance http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000394028
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Agree with the response “a” But the researcher’s reference is inappropriate (it only concerns Special Purpose Accounts: CAS).

The most appropriate references to the question asked are the following: 1. 2014 Finance Bill, Article 43 (page 144-145) “(...)IV.- For 2014,
the potential surpluses mentioned in no. 10 of I or Article 34 of Organic law No. 2001-692 from August 1, 2001 on finance acts are used as
a whole to reduce the budgetary deficit. There are findings of such surpluses if, for 2014, tax proceeds of all types established for the
State, excluding tax returns and rebates, revised in the last 2014 amending finance act or, if there is not one, in the 2015 finance act is, in
legislation, higher than the change showing in the Statement A mentioned in I of this Article.” 2. LOLF Article 34: “The year’s finance act
includes two distinct parts. I. - In the first part, the year’s finance act (...) no. 10 Lays down the rules according to which the possible
surpluses are used, regarding the changes in the year’s finance act and proceeds of taxes of all kinds established for the state."

112. When was the most recent supplemental budget approved?

A. The most recent supplemental budget was approved before the funds were expended.
B. The most recent supplemental budget was approved after the funds were expended, or the executive implemented the supplemental
budget without ever receiving approval from the legislature (please specify).
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Amending Finance Act 2014, August 2014 http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?
cidTexte=JORFTEXT000029349482&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

113. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
spending contingency funds or other funds for which no
specific purpose was identified in the Enacted Budget, and is it
legally required to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending contingency funds, and
it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to spending contingency funds, but is not required to do so by law or
regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending contingency funds, but
in practice the executive spends these funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive spends contingency funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law or regulation
requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France

A.
Score: 100
Sources: See Article 12 of the Organic Law Relative to Laws of Finance
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - My interpretation of IBP’s reference (http://internationalbudget.org/wp-content/uploads/Looking-Beyond-the-Budget-4Contingent-Liabilities.pdf) leads me to modify (or supplement) the researcher’s reference. - The text that seems appropriate to me is
Article 10 (and not 12) of the LOLF: “Appropriations relating to the state’s debt burden, returns, refunds and rebates and the involvement
of guarantees granted by the state are of an evaluative character. They are open on distinct programs out of the programs with limiting
appropriations. The expenditures to which the evaluative appropriations are allocated, if necessary, beyond the open appropriations. In
this case, the Ministry of Finance informs the committees of the National Assembly and the Senate in charge of finance of the reasons for
overspending and prospects until the end of the year. Overspending of appropriations is the subject of appropriation-opening proposals
in the next finance bill associated with the concerned year.” - Response “a” is appropriate because the executive branch must ask for prior
approval from Parliament. But this regards “evaluative” appropriations and not “limiting” ones. So they can be exceeded without prior
authorization, under the condition that they are validated in the next Finance Act (Initial or Amending). But the response “b” would not be
adapted to take into account Parliament’s (small) budgetary power limitation. On this subject, the formulation of question no. 106 of the
OBQ 2012 was more relevant.

114. Does a committee of the legislature hold public hearings to
review and scrutinize Audit Reports?

A. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize a wide range of Audit Reports.
B. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize the main Audit Reports.
C. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize a small number of Audit Reports.
D. No, a committee does not hold public hearings to review and scrutinize Audit Reports.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Public hearings are organized by the specialized committees of the assemblies.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

115. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) have the discretion
in law to undertake those audits it may wish to?

A. The SAI has full discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.

B. The SAI has significant discretion, but faces some limitations.
C. The SAI has some discretion, but faces considerable limitations.
D. The SAI has no discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: In the limit of the law
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

116. Has the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) established a
monitoring system to provide on-going, independent
evaluations of its audit processes (a quality assurance system)?

A. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, and both a sample of completed audits are reviewed annually and the findings
of these reviews are made available to the public.
B. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, but either a sample of completed audits are not reviewed annually or the
findings of these reviews are not made available to the public.
C. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, but neither a sample of completed audits are reviewed annually nor are the
findings of these reviews made available to the public.
D. No, the SAI has not established a quality assurance system.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Particularly in the framework of international cooperation: http://www.ccomptes.fr/Nous-connaitre/A-l-international/Relationsinternationales
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

117. Must a branch of government other than the executive
(such as the legislature or the judiciary) give final consent
before the head of the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) can be
removed from office?

A. Yes, the head of the SAI may only be removed by the legislature or judiciary, or the legislature or judiciary must give final consent before
he or she is removed.
B. No, the executive may remove the head of the SAI without the final consent of the judiciary or legislature.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Irremovable and independent. See code of financial jurisdictions:
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=EBA47C4451F264CBB656F0589BEE9A0D.tpdjo07v_2?
idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000006148655&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006070249&dateTexte=20100131
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

118. Who determines the budget of the Supreme Audit
Institution (SAI)?

A. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body), and the funding level is broadly
consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
B. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, and the funding level is broadly consistent with the resources the SAI needs to
fulfill its mandate.
C. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body), but the funding level is not consistent
with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
D. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, and the funding level is not consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill
its mandate.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Voted on by the legislative body in the Finance Bill- program 164: http://www.performancepublique.budget.gouv.fr/sites/performance_publique/files/farandole/ressources/2014/pap/pdf/DBGPGMPGM164.pdf

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 5. Public Engagement in the Budget Process
119. Does the executive make available to the public clear
(accessible, nontechnical) definitions of terms used in the
budget and other budget-related documents (for instance, in a
glossary)?

A. Yes, clear definitions of all key budget terms are provided.
B. Yes, definitions are provided for all key budget terms, but they are not always clear.
C. Yes, definitions are provided for some but not all key budget terms.
D. No, definitions are not provided.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The glossary of public performance: http://www.performance-publique.budget.gouv.fr/glossaire#.U5xKSBY7T74
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

120. Is the executive formally required to engage with the public
during the formulation and execution phases of the budget
process?

A. A law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage with the public during both the formulation and
execution phases of the budget process.
B. A law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage with the public during either the formulation or
the execution phase of the budget process but not both.
C. There is no formal requirement for the executive to engage with the public during either the formulation or the execution phase of the
budget process, but informal procedures exist to enable the public to engage with the executive during the formulation or execution
phase of the budget process or during both phases.
D. There is no formal requirement and the executive does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: There exist informal consultations that could have budgetary consequences: http://www.economie.gouv.fr/consultationspubliques
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Agree with the researcher’s response, but we can add a more convincing reference: http://www.modernisation.gouv.fr

121. When the executive engages with the public during the
budget formulation process, does it articulate what it hopes to
achieve from the engagement and provide other information
far enough in advance so that the public can participate in an
informed manner?

A. The executive provides sufficient information (including what it hopes to achieve from its engagement with the public) in advance of the
engagement.
B. The executive provides information to the public, but it is either insufficient or is not provided in advance of the engagement.
C. The executive provides information to the public, but it is neither sufficient nor provided in advance of the engagement.
D. The executive does not provide information, or does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: See examples: http://www.economie.gouv.fr/consultations-publiques
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

122. When the executive engages with the public during the
budget execution process, does it articulate what it hopes to
achieve from the engagement and provide other information
far enough in advance so that the public can participate in an
informed manner?

A. The executive provides sufficient information (including what it hopes to achieve from its engagement with the public) in advance of the
engagement.

B. The executive provides information to the public, but it is either insufficient or is not provided in advance of the engagement.
C. The executive provides information to the public, but it is neither sufficient nor provided in advance of the engagement.
D. The executive does not provide information, or does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

123. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s perspective on budget priorities?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities, and these mechanisms are
accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities; while these mechanisms are
accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities, but these mechanisms are not
accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: In the framework of public consultations: http://www.economie.gouv.fr/consultations-publiques
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - As for question 120, the following reference should be added: http://www.modernisation.gouv.fr

124. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s perspective on budget execution?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution, and these mechanisms are

accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution; while these mechanisms are
accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution, but these mechanisms are not
accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

125. Does the executive provide formal, detailed feedback to the
public on how its inputs have been used to develop budget
plans and improve budget execution?

A. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public and provides detailed feedback on how these inputs have
been used.
B. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public, but provides only limited feedback on how these inputs have
been used.
C. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public, but provides no feedback on how these inputs have been
used.
D. No, the executive does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public or provide feedback on how these inputs have been
used.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 67
Sources: See the public consultations: http://www.economie.gouv.fr/consultations-publiques
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: - Agree with response “b.” Additional reference: http://www.vie-publique.fr/spip.php?page=debatsfiltres&motdebat=5205

126. Does a legislative committee (or committees) hold public
hearings on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework
presented in the budget in which testimony from the executive
branch and the public is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony is heard from the executive branch and a
wide range of constituencies.
B. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony is heard from the executive branch and
some constituencies.
C. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony from the executive branch is heard, but
no testimony from the public is heard.
D. No, public hearings are not held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony from the executive branch and the
public is heard.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
C.
Score: 33
Sources: See the legislative dossier of the National Assembly: http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/dossiers/loi_finances_2014.asp
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

127. Do legislative committees hold public hearings on the
individual budgets of central government administrative units
(i.e., ministries, departments, and agencies) in which testimony
from the executive branch is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of a wide range of administrative
units.
B. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of the main administrative units.
C. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of a small number of administrative
units.
D. No, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are not held on the budgets of administrative units.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100

Sources: See the legislative dossier of the National Assembly: http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/dossiers/loi_finances_2014.asp
Comments: For example, the public session of October 15, 2013, where the Minister of Public Recovery was heard
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

128. Do legislative committees hold public hearings on the
individual budgets of central government administrative units
(i.e., ministries, departments, and agencies) in which testimony
from the public is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of a wide range of administrative units.
B. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of some administrative units.
C. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of a small number of administrative units.
D. No, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are not held on the budgets of administrative units.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

129. Do the legislative committees that hold public hearings on
the budget release reports to the public on these hearings?

A. Yes, the committees release reports, which include all written and spoken testimony presented at the hearings.
B. Yes, the committees release reports, which include most testimony presented at the hearings.
C. Yes, the committees release reports, but they include only some testimony presented at the hearings.
D. No, the committees do not release reports, or do not hold public hearings.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
A.
Score: 100

Sources: See the publication of the records of debates on the sites of the National Assembly and the Senate: http://www.assembleenationale.fr/14/debats/
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: For example: http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/cr-cfiab/13-14/c1314004.asp

130. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain formal
mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating
its audit program (by identifying the agencies, programs, or
projects that should be audited)?

A. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program, and these mechanisms
are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program; while these
mechanisms are accessible, they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program, but these mechanisms
are not accessible.
D. No, the SAI does not have formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

131. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain formal
mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit
investigations (as respondents, witnesses, etc.)?

A. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations, and these mechanisms are
accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations; while these mechanisms are
accessible, they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations, but these mechanisms are
not accessible.
D. No, the SAI does not have formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

132. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain any
communication with the public regarding its Audit Reports
beyond simply making these reports publicly available?

A. Yes, in addition to publishing Audit Reports, the SAI maintains other mechanisms of communication to make the public aware of audit
findings (such as maintaining an office that regularly conducts outreach activities to publicize previously released audit findings).
B. No, the SAI does not maintain any formal mechanisms of communication with the public beyond publishing Audit Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Summaries are associated with each report: http://www.ccomptes.fr
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: - The appropriate response is “a,” unless IBP believes that all the “communication means” evoked are mobilized in this case. The Court of Accounts publishes “syntheses” (see researcher’s response) and press releases for all its reports and decisions, has a “news
section,” also uses RSS and Twitter and has a special “press” space. See, for example: https://www.ccomptes.fr/Presse/Agenda
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Also hesitating between a and b, depending on what IBP provides.
IBP COMMENT
We think it is ‘b’ because these mechanisms are not formal

133. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) provide formal,
detailed feedback to the public on how their inputs have been
used to determine its audit program or in Audit Reports?

A. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public and provides detailed feedback on how these inputs have been
used.
B. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public but provides only limited feedback on how these inputs have been
used.
C. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public but provides no feedback on how these inputs have been used.
D. No, the SAI does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public through public consultations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

France
D.
Score: 0
Sources: No additional information
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

