Open Budget Survey 2015

Germany
Section 1. Public Availability of Budget Docs. “Section One: The Availability of Budget
Documents” contains a series of four tables that allow the researcher to examine and map
the public availability and dissemination of its country’s key budget documents (i.e., PreBudget Statement, Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP) and Supporting EBP Documents,
Citizens Budget, Enacted Budget, In-Year Reports, Mid-Year Review, Year-End Report, and
Audit Report), as well as any national laws regulating budget processes and financial
management. Once filled in, these tables will serve as a foundation for the completion of the
rest of the questionnaire, as researchers will reference the specific documents cited in the
tables to answer the questions contained in Sections 2-5 of the questionnaire.
Table 1. Key Budget Documents

Germany
BUDGET DOCUMENT

Full Title

Fiscal Year the Budget
Document Refers to

Date of Publication

Pre-Budget Statement

Eckwertebeschluss der
Bundesregierung zum
Regierungsentwurf des
Bundeshaushalts 2013
und zum Finanzplan
2012 bis 2016
http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Pressemitteilun
gen/Finanzpolitik/2012/
03/2012-03-21PM10anl3.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
v=2

2013

March 21, 2012

Gesetzentwurf der
Bundesregierung
Entwurf eines Gesetzes
über die Feststellung
des
Executive's Budget
Proposal (EBP)

Bundeshaushaltsplans
für das Haushaltsjahr
2013 (Haushaltsgesetz
2013), Drucksache
17/10200
http://dip21.bundestag.
de/dip21/btd/17/102/1
710200.pdf

2013

August 10, 2012

2012-2016

August 10, 2012

2013

September 22, 2012

2013

July 15, 2013

2013

December 20, 2012

Unterrichtung durch
die Bundesregierung
Finanzplan des Bundes
Supporting EBP
Document

Supporting EBP
Document

2012 bis 2016,
Drucksache 17/10201
http://dip21.bundestag.
de/dip21/btd/17/102/1
710201.pdf
Finanzbericht 2013,
Bundes nanzministeriu
m
Nachtragshaushaltsges
etz 2013
http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Standardartikel/

Supporting EBP
Document

Themen/Oe entliche_Fi
nanzen/Bundeshaushal
t/Bundeshaushalt_2013
/2013_07_30_Nachtrags
haushalt2013.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
v=2
Gesetz über die
Feststellung des
Bundeshaushaltsplans
für das Haushaltsjahr
2013 (Haushaltsgesetz
2013)

Enacted Budget

http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Standardartikel/
Themen/Oe entliche_Fi
nanzen/Bundeshaushal
t/Bundeshaushalt_2013
/2013-01-08-HH2013gesamtdatei.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
v=5

Citizens Budget
(for EBP or Enacted Budget)

not produced

not produced

not produced

2014

May 8, 2014

2014

February 21, 2014

2014

January 2014

2013

August 14, 2013

Monthly reports
published by the
Ministry of Finance
Monatsbericht Mai
2014
In-Year Report

http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Monatsberichte
/2014/05/Downloads/m
onatsbericht_2014_05_
deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
v=5
Monthly Report
published by the
ministry of Finance
Monatsbericht Februar
2014

Additional in-year
report

http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Monatsberichte
/2014/02/Downloads/m
onatsbericht_2014_02_
deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
v=6
Monthly Report
published by the
ministry of Finance
Monatsbericht Jauar
2014

Additional in-year
report

http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Monatsberichte
/2014/01/Downloads/m
onatsbericht_2014_01_
deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
v=6
There is no Mid-Year
Review in the original
sense but the monthly
reports (see In-Year
Reports), always
summarize
developments of the
past months within the
reporting year. The

Mid-Year Review

August report includes
a chapter called MidYear review

http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Monatsberichte
/2013/08/Downloads/m
onatsbericht_2013_08_
deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
v=3
Haushaltsrechnung des
Bundes für das
Haushaltsjahr 2012,
Bundes nanzministeriu
m
http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Standardartikel/
Themen/Oe entliche_Fi
nanzen/Bundeshaushal
t/Haushalts_und_Vermo
egensrechnungen_des_
Bundes/2013-06-13haushaltsrechnungdes-bundes-2012.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
Year-End Report

v=1

2012

June 13, 2013

2012

December 9, 2013

Vermögensrechnung
des Bundes,
Bundes nanzministeriu
m
http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Standardartikel/
Themen/Oe entliche_Fi
nanzen/Bundeshaushal
t/Haushalts_und_Vermo
egensrechnungen_des_
Bundes/2013-06-13vermoegensrechnungdes-bundes-2012.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
v=2
Bemerkungen 2013 zur
Haushalts- und
Wirtschaftsführung des
Bundes,
Bundesrechnungshof
http://www.bundesrech
Audit Report

nungshof.de/de/veroe
entlichungen/bemerku
ngenjahresberichte/2013/in
halt/2013bemerkungengesamtbericht-pdf

Sources: Germany has had elections in september 2013. The budget 2014 is enacted with delay and started with a preliminary budget
management. As this is not representative for german budget procedure and the budget has not yet been enacted by the German
Bundesrat (upper house of the German Parliament), I am referring in my researches to the budget 2013.
Comments: The Financial Report 2013 (Finanzbericht) is not available online. It is possible to buy it in hard copy for 23 Euro. Now, The
German Government made the Financial Report available online. The Financial Report 2014 can be read online under:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Wirtschafts_und_Finanzdaten/Finan
zbericht-2014-anl.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: There is a medium-term fiscal planing (mittelfristige Finanzplanung) comprising a horizon of 5 years which can be seen as a
pre-budget statement

Table 2a. Details about Availability

Germany
Budget Documents
Tick box if answer to the questions is “yes”
Pre-Budget Statement

Executive’s Budget Proposal Enacted Budget

Citizens Budget

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced for internal

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

purposes only?

No

No

No

No

Is it published too late

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

compared to the accepted timeframe?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in hard copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in hard copy, NO charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, NO charge?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced at all?

Is it available to the public online?

http://www.bundes na
http://www.bundes na

nzministerium.de/Cont

nzministerium.de/Cont

ent/DE/Standardartikel/

ent/DE/Pressemitteilun

http://dip21.bundestag.

Themen/Oe entliche_Fi

If available online, provide

gen/Finanzpolitik/2012/

de/dip21/btd/17/102/1

nanzen/Bundeshaushal

internet/URL address

03/2012-03-21PM10anl3.pdf?

710200.pdf

t/Bundeshaushalt_2013
/2013-01-08-HH2013-

__blob=publicationFile&

gesamtdatei.pdf?

v=2

__blob=publicationFile&
v=5

not produced

Is it machine readable?
[only for electronic copies]

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is there a “citizens version”
of the budget document?

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

N/A

Sources: On the plattform of the Federal ministry of finance
(http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Web/DE/Service/Publikationen/Broschueren_Bestellservice/broschueren_bestellservice.html),
there are download links to some documents related to the budget but non of them is available in soft/hard copy.
Comments: The enacted budget is available for 108,60 Euro over the publishing company of the federal state ("Bundesanzeigerverlag").
Link: www1.bgbl.de
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 2b. Details about Availability

Germany
Budget Documents
Tick box if answer to the questions is “yes”
In-Year Report

Mid-Year Review

Year-End Report

Audit Report

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced for internal

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

purposes only?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in hard copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public
in hard copy, NO charge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Is it produced at all?

Is it published too late
compared to the accepted
timeframe?

Is it available to the public
in soft copy, NO charge?

Is it available to the public online?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

http://www.bundes na
http://www.bundes na
nzministerium.de/Cont
If available online, provide
internet/URL address

http://www.bundes na

ent/DE/Monatsberichte

nzministerium.de/Web/
DE/Service/Monatsberi

/2013/07/Downloads/m
onatsbericht_2013_07_

cht/monatsbericht.html

deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&
v=4,p.85

nzministerium.de/Cont
ent/DE/Standardartikel/
Themen/Oe entliche_Fi
nanzen/Bundeshaushal
t/Haushalts_und_Vermo
egensrechnungen_des_
Bundes/haushaltsrechn
ung-undvermoegensrechnung-

http://www.bundesrech
nungshof.de/de/veroe
entlichungen/bemerku
ngenjahresberichte/2013/in
halt/2013bemerkungengesamtbericht-pdf

des-bundes.html
Is it machine readable?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

[only for electronic copies]

No

No

No

No

Is there a “citizens version”

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

of the budget document?

No

No

No

No

Sources: The mid-year Review is part of the monthly report e.g. in July 2013.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 3. When Are the Key Budget Documents Made Available to
the Public?

Germany
Pre-Budget Statement: When is the Pre-Budget Statement made available to the public?
100. At least four months in advance of the budget year, and at least one month before the executive’s budget proposal is introduced in the
legislature
67. At least two months, but less than four months, in advance of the budget year, and at least one month before the executive’s budget
proposal is introduced in the legislature
33. Less than two months in advance of the budget year, but at least one month before the executive’s budget proposal is introduced in the
legislature
0. Does not release to the public, or is released less than one month before the executive’s budget proposal is introduced to the legislature
Executive Budget Proposal: When is the Executive Budget Proposal made available to the public?
100. At least three months in advance of the budget year, and in advance of the budget being approved by the legislature
67. At least two months, but less than three months, in advance of the budget year, and in advance of the budget being approved by the
legislature
33. Less than two months in advance of the budget year, but at least in advance of the budget being approved by the legislature
0. Does not release to the public, or is released after the budget has been approved by the legislature

Enacted Budget: When is the Enacted Budget made available to the public?
100. Two weeks or less after the budget has been enacted
67. Between two weeks and six weeks after the budget has been enacted
33. More than six weeks, but less than three months, after the budget has been enacted
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than three months after the budget has been enacted
In-Year Report: When are In-Year Reports made available to the public?
100. At least every month, and within one month of the period covered
67. At least every quarter, and within three months of the period covered
33. At least semi-annually, and within three months of the period covered
0. Does not release to the public
Mid-Year Review: How long after the mid-point in the fiscal year
(i.e., six months into the fiscal year) is the Mid-Year Review made available to the public?
100. Six weeks or less after the mid-point
67. Nine weeks or less, but more than six weeks, after the mid-point
33. More than nine weeks, but less than three months, after the mid-point
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than three months after the mid-point
Year-End Report: How long after the end of the budget year is the Year-End Report made available to the public?
100. Six months or less after the end of the budget year
67. Nine months or less, but more than 6 months, after the end of the budget year
33. More than nine months, but within 12 months, after the end of the budget year
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than 12 months after the end of the budget year
Audit Report: How long after the end of the fiscal year are the final annual
expenditures of national departments audited and released (except for secret programs)?
100. Six months or less after the end of the budget year
67. 12 months or less, but more than 6 months, after the end of the budget year
33. More than 12 months, but within 18 months, after the end of the budget year
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than 18 months after the end of the budget year

Sources: In the answers above I am referring to the "normal" budget process e.g. budget 2013. The budget 2014 has been approved with
delay because of the federal elections in September 2013. The budget for 2013 was adopted on November 23rd 2012 by the legislative ,
and on December 16th, 2012 by the Federal Council of Germany (Bundesrat). The budget law was published on December 20th, 2012.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 4. General Questions

Germany
If yes, additional information;

YES/NO

If no, please note N/A in the text box.

Federal Ministry of
Finance
"Bundes nanzministeri
u"
(www.bundes nanzmini
sterium.de);
Parliaments Budget
Committee
"Haushaltsausschuss
des Bundestags"
(http://www.bundestag.
Is there a website or web portal

Yes

de/ausschuesse/a08/in
dex.html); Parliaments

for government fiscal information?

No

Audit Committe
"Rechnungsprüfungsau
sschuss"
(http://www.bundestag.
de/bundestag/ausschu
esse18/a08/a08_rpa);
Supreme Federal
Authority
"Bundesrechnungshof"
(www.bundesrechnung
shof.de); National Bank
"Bundesbank"
(www.bundesbank.de)
"Federal Budgetary
Regulations"
"Bundeshaushaltsordn
ung"
http://www.gesetze-iminternet.de/bundesrech
t/bho/gesamt.pdf "Law
on budgetary
procedures"

Is there a law (or laws) guiding

Yes

public financial management?

No

"Haushaltsgrundsätzeg
esetz"
http://www.gesetze-iminternet.de/bundesrech
t/hgrg/gesamt.pdf "Law
to promote Stability
and Growth " "Gesetz
zur Förderung der
Stabilität und des
Wachstums der
Wirtschaft"
http://www.gesetze-iminternet.de/bundesrech
t/stabg/gesamt.pdf
"Gesetz zur Regelung
des Zugangs zu
Informationen des

Are there additional laws regulating:
• Access to information?
• Transparency?
• Citizens participation?

Yes
No

Bundes" "German
freddeom of
information act"
"Informationsfreiheitsgesetz"
http://www.gesetze-iminternet.de/bundesrech
t/ifg/gesamt.pdf

Sources: Amendment to question 2 in table 4: "Constitutional Law, Article 109-115" "Artikel 109 bis 115 GG" http://www.gesetze-iminternet.de/bundesrecht/gg/gesamt.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 2. Comprehensiveness of the Executive's Budget Proposal
001. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year that are classified by administrative unit (that is, by
ministry, department, or agency)?

A. Yes, administrative units accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, administrative units accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, administrative units accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by administrative unit.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Executive's Budget Proposal for the budget year 2013, entitled "Entwurf eines Gesetzes ueber die Feststellung des
Bundeshaushaltsplans fuer das Haushaltsjahr 2013 (Haushaltsgesetz 2013), Gesetzesentwurf der Bundesregierung," presents on page 128
all expenditures for a ministry or its subordinate units and minor agencies in detail, which follows a uniform coding structure that
accounts for administrative as well as economic and functional criteria. Link: http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

002. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year by functional classification?

A. Yes, expenditures are presented by functional classification.
B. No, expenditures are not presented by functional classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Executive's Budget Proposal for the budget year 2013, entitled "Entwurf eines Gesetzes ueber die Feststellung des
Bundeshaushaltsplans fuer das Haushaltsjahr 2013 (Haushaltsgesetz 2013), Gesetzesentwurf der Bundesregierung," presents on page 128
all expenditures for a ministry or its subordinate units and minor agencies in detail, which follows a uniform coding structure that
accounts for administrative as well as economic and functional criteria. Link: http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf,
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

003. If the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation presents expenditures for the budget year by
functional classification, is the functional classification
compatible with international standards?

A. Yes, the functional classification is compatible with international standards.
B. No, the functional classification is not compatible with international standards, or expenditures are not presented by functional
classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The budget classification meets international standards, which were approved by the IMF, see IMF Country Report No. 03/286,
Report on the Observance of Standards and Codes - Fiscal Transparency Module, p. 23 Link:
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/scr/2003/cr03286.pdf and see answer question no 1.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

004. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year by economic classification?

A. Yes, expenditures are presented by economic classification.
B. No, expenditures are not presented by economic classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Executive's Budget Proposal for the budget year 2013, entitled "Entwurf eines Gesetzes ueber die Feststellung des
Bundeshaushaltsplans fuer das Haushaltsjahr 2013 (Haushaltsgesetz 2013), Gesetzesentwurf der Bundesregierung," contains an overview
with regard to economic classification, compare "Uebersichtsplan," pp. 37ff. Link:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

005. If the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation presents expenditures for the budget year by
economic classification, is the economic classification
compatible with international standards?

A. Yes, the economic classification is compatible with international standards.
B. No, the economic classification is not compatible with international standards, or expenditures are not presented by economic
classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Executive's Budget Proposal for the budget year 2013, entitled "Entwurf eines Gesetzes ueber die Feststellung des
Bundeshaushaltsplans fuer das Haushaltsjahr 2013 (Haushaltsgesetz 2013), Gesetzesentwurf der Bundesregierung," contains an overview
with regard to economic classification, compare "Uebersichtsplan," pp. 42et seqq.. Link:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf The budget classification meets international standards, which were approved
by the IMF, see IMF Country Report No. 03/286, Report on the Observance of Standards and Codes - Fiscal Transparency Module, p. 23
(http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/scr/2003/cr03286.pdf).
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

006. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for the budget year?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Executive's Budget Proposal for the budget year 2013, entitled "Entwurf eines Gesetzes ueber die Feststellung des
Bundeshaushaltsplans fuer das Haushaltsjahr 2013 (Haushaltsgesetz 2013), Gesetzesentwurf der Bundesregierung," has a very detailed
information about the disposition of funds within the ministerial budgets. Expenditures are broken down into many separate expenses
labeled "Funktionen" (functions), which are explained in an elaborate way. Executive´s Budget Proposal 2013, p.122 ff. Link:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: As there are no items labelled 'programmes' indicated in the budget, I would consider 'd' more appropriate.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Items are not always labelled 'programme' but they are essentially programmes. All individual programmes and measures are put forward
as 'Titel' with a budget figure and explanation. a is correct answer.

007. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditure estimates for a
multi-year period (at least two-years beyond the budget year)
by any of the three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and functional
classification).
B. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.

D. No, multi-year expenditure estimates are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Medium Term Finance Plan (Finanzplan), entitled "Finanzplan des Bundes 2011-2015, Unterrichtung durch die
Bundesregierung," contains expenditure estimates for individual programs with respect to functional classifications on pp. 13-14, table 3,
and with respect to economic classifications on pp. 45-47. Individual topics, e.g., the social security, are deepened (pp. 9-49). The medium
term finance plan is available at: http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf The administrative expenditure estimates for a
multi-year period are shown on page 98 in the Financial report. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Wirtschafts_und_Finanzdaten/Finan
zbericht-2014-anl.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

008. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditure estimates for a
multi-year period (at least two-years beyond the budget year)
by program?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, multi-year estimates for programs are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The Medium Term Finance Plan (Finanzplan), entitled "Finanzplan des Bundes 2012-2016, Unterrichtung durch die
Bundesregierung," contains Individual topics that are deepened e.g. social security, defense etc. p.9-49 and presents estimates on an
aggregate level (Table 3, page 13/14). Most of them do not contain a narrative explanation but no exact numbers. The plan is available at:
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

009. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present the individual sources of tax
revenue (such as income tax or VAT) for the budget year?

A. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for all tax revenue are presented.
B. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, tax revenues are presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all tax revenues are presented.
D. No, individual sources of tax revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: In the EBP, one finds all figures on tax revenue in Einzelplan 60, starting on page 3001 of the document,
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf The medium term finance plan (Finanzplan), entitled "Finanzplan des Bundes
2012-2016, Unterrichtung durch die Bundesregierung," contains an easy, comprehensible overview of the different sources of tax revenue
for the budget year, as well as estimated figures for a period of three years ahead (Table 10, p. 58). The finance plan is available at:
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

010. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present the individual sources of nontax revenue (such as grants, property income, and sales of
government-produced goods and services) for the budget
year?

A. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for all non-tax revenue are presented.
B. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, non-tax revenues are presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all non-tax revenues are presented.
D. No, individual sources of non-tax revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: In the EBP, one finds all figures on non-tax revenue in Einzelplan 60, starting on page 3004 of the document,

http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf The medium term finance plan (Finanzplan), entitled "Finanzplan des Bundes
2012-2016, Unterrichtung durch die Bundesregierung," contains an easy, comprehensible overview of the different sources of tax revenue
for the budget year, as well as estimated figures for a period of three years ahead (Table 10, p. 58). The finance plan is available at:
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

011. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue estimates by category
(such as tax and non-tax) for a multi-year period (at least twoyears beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates of revenue are presented by category.
B. No, multi-year estimates of revenue are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The medium term finance plan (Finanzplan), entitled "Finanzplan des Bundes 2012-2016, Unterrichtung durch die
Bundesregierung," contains an easy, comprehensible overview of the different sources of tax revenues for the budget year, as well as
estimated figures for a period of three years ahead, see Table 10, p. 58. Non-tax revenues have been estimated only for the budget year,
see table 11, p-61. The finance plan is available at: http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

012. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates for individual
sources of revenue presented for a multi-year period (at least
two-years beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented.
B. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue are presented.
C. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of revenue are presented.
D. No, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany

B.
Score: 67
Sources: The medium term finance plan (Finanzplan), entitled "Finanzplan des Bundes 2012-2016, Unterrichtung durch die
Bundesregierung," contains an easy, comprehensible overview of the different sources of tax revenues for the budget year, as well as
estimated figures for a period of three years ahead, see Table 10, p. 58. Non-Tax revenues are shown in table 11, p.61. The finance plan is
available at: http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

013. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present three estimates related to
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Medium Term Finance Plan (Finanzplan) shows the net borrowing requirement ("Nettokreditaufnahme") in figure 2, p.11 the
total debt outstanding at the end of the budget year is captured in figure 1, p.6 and the interest payments on the outstanding debt for the
budget year is shown on p.38 table8. Link: http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

014. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information related to the
composition of the total debt outstanding at the end of the
budget year? (The core information must include interest rates
on the debt instruments; maturity profile of the debt; and
whether it is domestic or external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the composition of the total debt outstanding.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the composition of the total debt outstanding.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to composition of total debt outstanding is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The Executive's Budget Proposal for the budget year 2013, entitled "Entwurf eines Gesetzes ueber die Feststellung des
Bundeshaushaltsplans fuer das Haushaltsjahr 2013 (Haushaltsgesetz 2013), Gesetzesentwurf der Bundesregierung," contains a chapter
named "Bundesschuld" ("Einzelplan 32"), which presents interest payments in a detailed way e.g. interest rates on the debt (Einzelplan 32,
Title 57501-57521); There is no information about final payment date of the loan and at which point the principal (and all remaining
interest) is due to be paid neither when the debt is domestic or external. The Executive's Budget Proposal is available at:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

015. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on the
macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget projections
are based? (The core information must include a discussion of
the economic outlook with estimates of nominal GDP level,
inflation rate, real GDP growth, and interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the macroeconomic forecast is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Medium Term Finance Plan ("Finanzplan"), entitled "Finanzplan des Bundes 2012-2016," discusses the key economic
assumptions on which the budget projections are based (Chapter 7, p. 77), nominal GDP level; inflation rate and real GDP growth are
discussed in detail. The plan is available at: http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

016. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation show the impact of different
macroeconomic assumptions (i.e., sensitivity analysis) on the
budget? (The core information must include estimates of the
impact on expenditures, revenue, and debt of different
assumptions for the inflation rate, real GDP growth, and
interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented to show the impact of different macroeconomic assumptions on the budget.
B. Yes, the core information is presented to show the impact of different macroeconomic assumptions on the budget.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to different macroeconomic assumptions is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Neither the budget nor any supporting budget documentation include a detailed risk analysis in terms of sensitivity analysis.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

017. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information for at least the
budget year that shows how new policy proposals, as distinct
from existing policies, affect expenditures?

A. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect expenditures are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect expenditures are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how some but not all new policy proposals affect expenditure is presented.
D. No, information that shows how new policy proposals affect expenditure is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.

Score: 67
Sources: The "Finanzbericht 2014" contains information about key policy programs and the resulting expenditures in a narrative
discussion, but there is no focus on NEW proposals nor a systematic discussion on NEW proposals. In addition, the fiscal consequences of
the most important policy programs are tabulated.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: I suggest 'c' to be appropriate as no systematic distinction is made between 'new' and 'old' policies but some areas which are
considered as 'new' may be highlighted.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
All new initiatives are included in the budget proposal (EBP), however the budget line discussion may not always feature a narrative
discussion. An overview of many important new initiatives and their effects can be found in the Finanzbericht 2014 on pages 92f. Answer b
is justified because sufficient information about new initiatives is available.

018. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information for at least the
budget year that shows how new policy proposals, as distinct
from existing policies, affect revenues?

A. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how some but not all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented.
D. No, information that shows how new policy proposals affect revenues is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The "Finanzbericht 2014" contains information about key policy programs and the affect on revenues (chapter 1.4, page 57), but
there is no focus on how NEW policy proposals affect revenues.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: As the comment to the answer shows, 'c' would be more appropriate.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The presentation of new initiatives and their effect on revenues is less explicit and informative than the one about expenditures. C is
justifiable as an answer.

019. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the year
preceding the budget year (BY-1) by any of the three
expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, or
functional classification)?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and functional
classification).
B. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Very detailed information accounting for administrative units can be obtained in the Executive's Budget Proposal for the year
2013, entitled "Gesetzesentwurf der Bundesregierung, Entwurf eines Gesetzes ueber die Feststellung des Bundeshaushaltsplans fuer das
Haushaltsjahr 2013 (Haushaltsgesetz 2013)." The ministerial budgets (Einzelplaene) can be found for the BY as well as for BY-1 under the
PDF-Bookmark "Einzelplaene." Link: http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

020. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented for BY-1.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented for BY-1.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented for BY-1.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program for BY-1.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: There is very detailed information about the disposition of funds within the ministerial budgets for the BY as well as for BY-1.

Expenditures are broken down into many separate expenses, which are explained in an elaborate way. Link:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: As mentioned before, there are no 'programs', so I would judge 'd' to be more accurate
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Programmes are either called as such or can be found under the individual 'Titel'. For all Titel there is the BY-1 expenditure information
available. A is the correct answer.
IBP COMMENT
We agree with the researcher's response

021. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, have expenditure estimates of the year prior
to the budget year (BY-1) been updated from the original
enacted levels to reflect actual expenditures?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 have been updated from the original enacted levels.
B. No, expenditure estimates for BY-1 have not been updated from the original enacted levels.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Each budget title contains the planned expenditures for the upcoming budget year, how much money has been left over for the
actual budget year and how much money has been spent on the title the year before (BY-1). Link Executive´s Budget Proposal 2013:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

022. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of expenditure for
more than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2 and
prior years) by any of the three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic,
and functional classification).
B. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.

C. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Prior-year expenditure for BY-1 and BY-2 is presented for all expenditure classifications (administrative, economic and functional)
in the Executive's Budget Proposal. See "Einzelplaene" at: http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

023. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for more than one year preceding the budget year
(that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program for BY-2 and prior years.
E. Not applicable/other (please

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Prior-year expenditure for BY-1 and BY-2 is presented for individual programs in the Executive's Budget Proposal. See
"Einzelplaene" at: http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

024. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which all expenditures reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).

B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for all expenditures are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Every single expenditure in detail contains information about the actual outcome of the same expenditure in BY-2. Link:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

025. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue by category (such as
tax and non-tax) for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-1 are presented by category.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-1 are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Medium Term Finance Plan (Finanzplan des Bundes 2013), entitled "Finanzplan des Bundes 2012-2016," contains estimates
of tax revenues by category for the years BY-1 on table 10, page 58. Non-Tax revenues (Table 11. p.61) are only listed for the budget year
but not for BY-1. Link: http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

026. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present individual sources of revenue
for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented for BY-1.
B. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue for BY-1 are presented.

C. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues for BY-1 are presented.
D. No, individual sources of revenue are not presented for BY-1.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Medium Term Finance Plan (Finanzplan des Bundes 2012), entitled "Finanzplan des Bundes 2012-2016," contains individual
sources by revenues on table 10, page 58 for BY-1. Link: http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

027. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, have the original estimates of revenue for the
year prior to the budget year (BY-1) been updated to reflect
actual revenue collections?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-1 have been updated from the original enacted levels.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-1 have not been updated from the original enacted levels.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The German Government has a task force which estimates the taxes twice a year. Changes are adopted in the yearly budget and
the financial plan. Example: The Finanzplan 2011-2015 entitles the income tax for 2012 with 75,3 Mrd. Euro
(http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/066/1706601.pdf; p. 57 Table 10). The estimates are based on the tax estimation from May 2011.
In the Medium Term Financial Plan (Finanzplan) 2012-2016 the income tax has been entitled with 77,4 Mrd.
(http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf, table 10, page 58) based on the tax estimation from May 2012. The enacted
additional budget (Nachtragshaushalt) also registers core changes in revenues (p.6) Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Bundeshaushalt_2
013/2013_07_30_Nachtragshaushalt2013.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

028. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue estimates by category
(such as tax and non-tax) for more than one year prior to the
budget year (that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by category.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-2 and prior years are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The "Finanzbericht 2014" contains data that considers the aggregate level of revenue as well as their composition going back as
far as 1952 (Table 6, pp. 236-242).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

029. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present individual sources of revenue
for more than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2
and prior years)?

A. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
B. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
C. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
D. No, individual sources of revenue are not presented for BY-2 and prior years.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The "Finanzbericht 2014" contains data that considers the aggregate level of revenue as well as their composition going back as
far as 1952 (Table 6, pp. 236-242).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

030. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which all revenues reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for all revenues are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The "Finanzbericht 2014" contains data that considers the aggregate level of revenue as well as their composition going back as
far as 1952 (Table 6, pp. 236-242).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

031. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on government
borrowing and debt, including its composition, for the year
proceeding the budget year (BY-1)? (The core information must
include the total debt outstanding at the end of BY-1; the
amount of net new borrowing required during BY-1; interest
payments on the debt; interest rates on the debt instruments;
maturity profile of the debt; and whether it is domestic or
external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for government debt.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for government debt.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to government debt is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33

Sources: The Medium Term Finance Plan ("Finanzplan 2012-2016") presents estimated information on the level of the government debt
for BY-1 (p. 6, figure 1). The amount of net new borrowing required during BY-1 is listed on page 5, an amount or percentage of interest
payments on the debt is not listed, it is only stated that the interest payment rate is lower than expected.(p.5). Interest rates on the debt
instruments, maturity profile of the debt and whether it is domestic or external debt for BY-1 is not registered. Link:
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

032. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which the debt figures reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for government debt are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The "Finanzbericht 2014" contains extensive actual information about the debt for BY-2 (p. 341).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

033. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on extrabudgetary funds for at least the budget year? (The core
information must include a statement of purpose or policy
rationale for the extra-budgetary fund; and complete income,
expenditure, and financing data on a gross basis.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all extra-budgetary funds.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all extra-budgetary funds.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some extra-budgetary funds.
D. No, information related to extra-budgetary funds is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Extra-budgetary funds called "Sondervermögen" are discussed on pp.45 ff, chapter 1.3.2.13 in the Finanzbericht 2014, including a
narrative discussion and quantitative estimates.
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Wirtschafts_und_Finanzdaten/Finan
zbericht-2014-anl.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2 Germany has for example an Extra-budgetary energy and climate funds with 655 Mio.
Euro, an extra-budgetary funds to stabilize the financial market (80 Billion Euro capital assistance and 400 Billion warranty.), an extrabudgetary restructuring funds and an extra budgetary on investment and repayment Social security insurances are set up as voluminous
extra-budgetary funds. They are partially financed by tax grants. If this is the case, these grants are fully kept record of within the budget
documents.(see Finanzbericht 2014, page 93)
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

034. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present central government finances
(both budgetary and extra-budgetary) on a consolidated basis
for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, central government finances are presented on a consolidated basis.
B. No, central government finances are not presented on a consolidated basis.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Financial Report (Finanzbericht) presents central government finances (both budgetary and extra-budgetary) on a
consolidated basis for the budget year on page 100. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Wirtschafts_und_Finanzdaten/Finan
zbericht-2014-anl.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

035. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of
intergovernmental transfers for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all intergovernmental transfers are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all intergovernmental transfers are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.

C. Yes, estimates of some but not all intergovernmental transfers are presented.
D. No, estimates of intergovernmental transfers are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Mid Term Finance Plan 2012-2016 contains a chapter (chapter 5.2, pp. 70-73), which deals with the financial linkages between
the Federal Government ("Bund"), the Federal States ("Laender") and the municipalities ("Gemeinden"). Link:
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

036. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present alternative displays of
expenditures (such as by gender, by age, by income, or by
region) to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different
groups of citizens, for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, at least three alternative displays of expenditures are presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups of
citizens.
B. Yes, two alternative displays of expenditures are presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups of citizens.
C. Yes, one alternative display of expenditures is presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups of citizens.
D. No, alternative displays of expenditures are not presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different groups of citizens.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: On the national level there does not exist an budget documentation that presents alternative displays of expenditures.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

037. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of transfers to public
corporations for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all transfers to public corporations are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all transfers to public corporations are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all transfers to public corporations are presented.
D. No, estimates of transfers to public corporations are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The Medium Term Finance Plan ("Finanzplan") contains some information such as the amount of grants or allowances to capital
investments for public corporations in the BY. In the Executive's Budget Proposal, one can also find information in the Einzelpläne (e.g., p.
25 in BMF Einzelplan for Treuhand follow-ups . Detailed information on transfers are presented for 2013 (BY) in a report, entitled
"Bundesbeteiligungsbericht 2013" at:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Bundesvermoegen/Privatisierungs_und_Beteiligungspolitik/
Beteiligungen_des_Bundes/Beteiligungsbericht-Anlage-2013.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

038. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on quasi-fiscal
activities for at least the budget year? (The core information
must include a statement of purpose or policy rationale for the
quasi-fiscal activity and the intended beneficiaries.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all quasi-fiscal activities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all quasi-fiscal activities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some quasi-fiscal activities.
D. No, information related to quasi-fiscal activities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Some quasi-fiscal are well-documented. These activities include e.g. innovation and entrepreneur programmes and those
enhancing energy efficiency. They are supported with low-interest-rate loans out of the extra-budgetary ERP-Fonds. Information and
quantitative estimates are presented in the Excecutive's budget proposal chapter 0902 Mittelstandförderung, p. 1093. Link:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf. The activities in the banking sector, following the 2008 crisis, are hardly
documented - and much bigger in volume (and potential risk). The financial plan only says that the subsidies concerning the financial crisis
have been lowered from 10 Billion Euro (2009), over 7/6 Billion (2010/2011) to 5,8 Billion in 2013. Link:

http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf, page 50
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

039. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on financial assets
held by the government? (The core information must include a
listing of the assets, and an estimate of their value.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all financial assets.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all financial assets.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some financial assets.
D. No, information related to financial assets is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The "Finanzbericht 2014" contains information about the financial assets held by the government (overview, p. 340). A listing is
presented, but there is neither a discussion of its purposes nor of its market value. Extensive information is provided in the report on
"Vermögensrechnung des Bundes für das Haushaltsjahr 2012," The information refers to the Budget Year 2012 (BY-1) see link below:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-vermoegensrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

040. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on nonfinancial
assets held by the government? (The core information must
include a listing of the assets by category.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all nonfinancial assets.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all nonfinancial assets.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some nonfinancial assets.
D. No, information related to nonfinancial assets is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Non-financial assets are (partly) reported in the "Vermögensrechnung" (year end report) - but not in the EBP. In general,
Germany does not practice accrual accounting.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

041. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of expenditure
arrears for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all expenditure arrears are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all expenditure arrears are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all expenditure arrears are presented.
D. No, estimates of expenditure arrears are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
E.
Score: 0
Sources: Expenditure arrears do not represent a problem in Germany. The German government has a good practice of making its
payments when they are due.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

042. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on contingent
liabilities, such as government loan guarantees or insurance
programs? (The core information must include a statement of
purpose or policy rationale for each contingent liability; the
new guarantees or insurance commitments proposed for the
budget year; and the total amount of outstanding guarantees
or insurance commitments (the gross exposure) at the end of
the budget year.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all contingent liabilities.

B. Yes, the core information is presented for all contingent liabilities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some contingent liabilities.
D. No, information related to contingent liabilities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Financial Report contains extensive information on contingent liabilities, including a narrative discussion as well as
quantitative figures. ("Bürgschaften, Garantien und sonstige Gewährleistungen des Bundes, Overview 4). Furthermore, a statement of
purpose or policy rationale for each contingent liability , the new contingent liabilities for the budget year and the total amount of
outstanding guarantees or insurance commitments at the end of the budget year are presented. (page 350-352).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

043. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present projections that assess the
government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of its
finances over the longer term? (The core information must
cover a period of at least 10 years and include the
macroeconomic and demographic assumptions used and a
discussion of the fiscal implications and risks highlighted by
the projections.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented to assess the government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of its
finances over the longer term.
B. Yes, the core information is presented to assess the government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of its finances over the longer
term.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to future liabilities and the sustainability of finances over the longer term is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The Medium Term Finance Plan ("Finanzplan") contains information about the future expenditures (chapter 6. page 64 et seqq.)
with regard to civil service pensions and other liabilities up to the year 2050 (Table 15, p. 75). This information is presented, but only on the
basis of accounting relationships. There is no economic analysis of the true values of these liabilities. The plan is available at:
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: As the answer correctly states, some information is given, but not a full narrative incl. a discussion of involved risks. Therefore,
I believe, 'c' would be more appropriate.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Agreed

044. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of the sources of
donor assistance, both financial and in-kind?

A. Yes, estimates of all sources of donor assistance are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all sources of donor assistance are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all sources of donor assistance are presented.
D. No, estimates of the sources of donor assistance are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
E.
Score: 0
Sources: To a large extent, Germany is a donor country and contributes to quite a number of inter- and supra-national organizations. The
total sum of contributions is reported in the budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

045. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on tax
expenditures for at least the budget year? (The core
information must include a statement of purpose or policy
rationale for each tax expenditure, the intended beneficiaries,
and an estimate of the revenue foregone.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all tax expenditures.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all tax expenditures.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some tax expenditures.
D. No, information related to tax expenditures is not presented.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The Executive’s Budget Proposal contains information on tax expenditures for at least the budget but there is no detailed
information beyond the core elements. A statement of purpose or policy rationale is listed in the Finanzbericht on page 59 et seq. , a listing
of the intended beneficiaries on page 109/110 of the EBP and an estimate of the revenue foregone on page 111/112 of the EBP. Links:
Financial Report:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Wirtschafts_und_Finanzdaten/Finan
zbericht-2014-anl.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2) EBP: http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

046. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of earmarked
revenues?

A. Yes, estimates of all earmarked revenues are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all earmarked revenues are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all earmarked revenues are presented.
D. No, estimates of earmarked revenues are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Estimates of all earmarked revenues are presented within the budget annotations ("Haushaltsvermerke"). See for example
income tax Einzelplan 60, chapter 01, title 01101, page 7 (paragraph 8). Link: http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710200.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

047. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on how the
proposed budget (both new proposals and existing policies) is
linked to government’s policy goals for the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for the budget year are presented,

along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for the budget year are presented, but
a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how the proposed budget is linked to some but not all of the government’s policy goals for the budget year
is presented.
D. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals for the budget year is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Starting on page 9 of the Medium Term Finance Plan (Finanzplan des Bundes) one finds a functional categorization of
expenditures. The categorization is rather structured by policy measures or policy fields (such as "pension benefits," "family benefits,"
defense") rather than policy goals. Nevertheless, information is detailed and costs are linked to the measures (pp. 10-42). The plan is
available at: http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: As the budget's objective is not to explain the policy pursued (but rather to supplement it with financial resources), only some
information is given and a 'c' would be more accurate
IBP COMMENT
We agree with response "a"

048. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on how the
proposed budget (both new proposals and existing policies) is
linked to government’s policy goals for a multi-year period (for
at least two years beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for a multi-year period are presented,
along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for a multi-year period are presented,
but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how the proposed budget is linked to some but not all of the government’s policy goals for a multi-year
period is presented.
D. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals for a multi-year period is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany

C.
Score: 33
Sources: A multi-year period is discussed with respect to major policy goals, but not in detail. See Medium Term Finance Plan, pp. 6-9
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/066/1706601.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: Only some information is given unsystematically, 'c' is more accurate
IBP COMMENT
C is appropriate

049. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present nonfinancial data on inputs to
be acquired for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are provided for each program within all administrative units (or functions).
B. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are presented for all administrative units (or functions) but not for all (or any) programs.
C. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are presented for some programs and/or some administrative units (or functions).
D. No, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: There is not much non-financial data presented, but some. For example, the benefits for war victims (number of beneficiaries is
stated in the Medium Term Finance Plan, p.17). Finanzplan des Bundes 2012-2016,
http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

050. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present nonfinancial data on results (in
terms of outputs or outcomes) for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are provided for each program within all administrative units (or functions).
B. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are presented for all administrative units (or functions) but not for all (or any) programs.

C. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are presented for some programs and/or some administrative units (or functions).
D. No, nonfinancial data on results are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: For the very few programs that non-financial data are presented (see Q 49), the data are not useful for assessing performance as
the only data that is given is the number of recipients, there are no qualitative indicators for the success.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

051. Are performance targets assigned to nonfinancial data on
results in the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation?

A. Yes, performance targets are assigned to all nonfinancial data on results.
B. Yes, performance targets are assigned to most nonfinancial data on results.
C. Yes, performance targets are assigned to some nonfinancial data on results.
D. No, performance targets are not assigned to nonfinancial data on results, or the budget does not present nonfinancial data on results.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: n
Comments: n
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

052. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of policies (both new
proposals and existing policies) that are intended to benefit
directly the country’s most impoverished populations in at
least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are presented, along with
a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are presented, but a
narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are
presented.
D. No, estimates of policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: See Medium Term Finance Plan 2013-2017, Chapter 3 "Die Ausgaben des Bundes." There is a discussion and information about
all current expenditures, including those that are intended to benefit directly Germany's most impoverished populations, such as social
security programs or housing assistance. Proposals are not discussed. http://dipbt.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/102/1710201.pdf More
detailed information on poverty development and anti-poverty efforts can be found in a regular report on poverty and richness in
Germany. Nevertheless, this report does not belong to the budget documents. The latest report from 2003 is available at:
https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/PDF-Publikationen-DinA4/a334-4-armuts-reichtumsbericht-2013.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: The budget does not give space for a 'discussion' of intended benefits - not even for the most impoverished!
IBP COMMENT
We agree with researcher some policies are discussed in Chapter 3

053. Does the executive release to the public its timetable for
formulating the Executive’s Budget Proposal (that is, a
document setting deadlines for submissions from other
government entities, such as line ministries or subnational
government, to the Ministry of Finance or whatever central
government agency is in charge of coordinating the budget’s
formulation)?

A. Yes, a detailed timetable is released to the public.
B. Yes, a timetable is released, but some details are excluded.
C. Yes, a timetable is released, but it lacks important details.
D. No, a timetable is not issued to the public.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: A timetable for formulating the Executive’s Budget Proposal is released in the pre-Budget Statement Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Pressemitteilungen/Finanzpolitik/2012/03/2012-03-21-PM10anl3.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 3. Comprehensiveness of Other Key Budget Documents
054. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget projections
are based? (The core information must include a discussion of
the economic outlook with estimates of nominal GDP level,
inflation rate, real GDP growth, and interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the macroeconomic forecast is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The Eckwertebeschluss from March 2012 presents information on the macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget
projections are based. Assumptions concerning inflation and interest rates are missing. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Pressemitteilungen/Finanzpolitik/2012/03/2012-03-21-PM10anl3.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

055. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
government’s expenditure policies and priorities that will guide
the development of detailed estimates for the upcoming
budget? (The core information must include a discussion of
expenditure policies and priorities and an estimate of total
expenditures.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the government’s expenditure policies and priorities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the government’s expenditure policies and priorities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the government’s expenditure policies and priorities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The Pre-Budget Statement presents a discussion of expenditure policies and priorities (page 7 et seqq.) as well as an estimate of
total expenditures (page 5 and page 20). Detailed Information beyond the core elements is missing. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Pressemitteilungen/Finanzpolitik/2012/03/2012-03-21-PM10anl3.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

056. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
government’s revenue policies and priorities that will guide the
development of detailed estimates for the upcoming budget?
(The core information must include a discussion of revenue
policies and priorities and an estimate of total revenues.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the government’s revenue policies and priorities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the government’s revenue policies and priorities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the government’s revenue policies and priorities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67

Sources: The Pre-Budget Statement presents a discussion of revenue policies and priorities (page 14) and an estimate of total revenue
(page 5 and page 19). Detailed information beyond the core elements is missing. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Pressemitteilungen/Finanzpolitik/2012/03/2012-03-21-PM10anl3.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

057. Does Pre-Budget Statement present three estimates related
to government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The Pre-Budget Statement includes the amount of net new borrowing needed in the upcoming budget year (page 5 and page 19).
The central government’s total debt burden at the end of the upcoming budget year as well as the interest payments on the outstanding
debt for the upcoming budget year are not mentioned. The only thing that is noticed is the total debt burden of the previous budget year
(page 3). Link: http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Pressemitteilungen/Finanzpolitik/2012/03/2012-03-21-PM10anl3.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

058. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present estimates of total
expenditures for a multi-year period (at least two-years
beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented.
B. No, multi-year expenditure estimates are not presented.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Pre-Budget Statement presents estimates of total expenditures for a multi-year period on a consolidated basis. (pages 5 and
19). Link: http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Pressemitteilungen/Finanzpolitik/2012/03/2012-03-21-PM10anl3.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=2
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

059. Does the Enacted Budget present expenditure estimates by
any of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and
functional classification).
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Enacted Budget presents expenditure for a ministry or its subordinate units and minor agencies in detail, which follows a
uniform coding structure that accounts for administrative as well as economic and functional criteria. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Bundeshaushalt_2
013/2013-01-08-HH2013-gesamtdatei.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

060. Does the Enacted Budget present expenditure estimates for
individual programs?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.

D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: the enacted budget presents estimates for programs on page 37-41. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Bundeshaushalt_2
013/2013-01-08-HH2013-gesamtdatei.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5, page 106 et seqq.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Asentioned before, there are no 'programms' in the German budget - taking the very broad defintion above, the answer can
be taken as correct.

061. Does the Enacted Budget present revenue estimates by
category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Enacted Budget does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Enacted Budget presents revenue estimates as well for tax revenues as for non-tax-revenues on page 26/27. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Bundeshaushalt_2
013/2013-01-08-HH2013-gesamtdatei.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

062. Does the Enacted Budget present individual sources of
revenue?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues.

D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue on page 26/27. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Bundeshaushalt_2
013/2013-01-08-HH2013-gesamtdatei.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

063. Does the Enacted Budget present three estimates related to
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Enacted Budget presents the amount of net new borrowing required during the budget year on pages 21, 22, 23 and 32, the
total debt outstanding at the end of the budget year (Einzelplan32 chapter 01) and interest payments on the debt for the budget year
(Einzelplan 32 chapter 5). Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Bundeshaushalt_2
013/2013-01-08-HH2013-gesamtdatei.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

064. What information is provided in the Citizens Budget? (The
core information must include expenditure and revenue totals,
the main policy initiatives in the budget, the macroeconomic
forecast upon which the budget is based, and contact
information for follow-up by citizens.)

A. The Citizens Budget provides information beyond the core elements.
B. The Citizens Budget provides the core information.
C. The Citizens Budget provides information, but it excludes some core elements.
D. The Citizens Budget is not published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Germany does not publish a citizen Budget on the national level.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

065. How is the Citizens Budget disseminated to the public?

A. A Citizens Budget is disseminated widely through a combination of at least three different appropriate tools and media (such as the
Internet, billboards, radio programs, newspapers, etc.).
B. A Citizens Budget is published by using at least two, but less than three, means of dissemination, but no other dissemination efforts are
undertaken by the executive.
C. A Citizens Budget is disseminated only by using one means of dissemination.
D. A Citizens Budget is not published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Germany does not publish a citizen Budget on the national level.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

066. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s requirements for budget information prior to
publishing the Citizens Budget?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s Budget, and
these mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s Budget;
while these mechanisms are accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s Budget, but
these mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information in the Citizen’s
Budget.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Germany does not publish a citizen Budget on the national level.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
Suggested Answer: e.

067. Are “citizens” versions of budget documents published
throughout the budget process?

A. A citizens version of budget documents is published for each of the four stages of the budget process (budget formulation, enactment,
execution, and audit).
B. A citizens version of budget documents is published for at least two of the four stages of the budget process.
C. A citizens version of budget documents is published for at least one stage of the budget process.
D. No citizens version of budget documents is published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Germany does not publish a citizen Budget on the national level.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

068. Do the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by any
of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and
functional classification).
B. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the In-Year Reports do not present actual expenditures by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The monthly in-year reports of the Ministry of Finance ("Monatsberichte") contain data on actual expenditure regularly (economic
and functional). Compare for example the In-Year Report of May 2014, entitled "Monatsbericht des BMF, May 2014", p. 27/28. The report is
available at:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2014/05/Downloads/monatsbericht_2014_05_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=5
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

069. Do the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for
individual programs?

A. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the In-Year Reports do not present actual expenditures by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33

Sources: The monthly in-year reports of the Ministry of Finance ("Monatsberichte") contain data on actual expenditure for individual
programs. Only one of the biggest programs is mentioned. (‘basic welfare scheme, ALG2‘). This scheme accounts for about 1.5% of the
total budget See the In-Year Report of May 2014, entitled "Monatsbericht des BMF, May 2014", p. 27. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2014/05/Downloads/monatsbericht_2014_05_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=5
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: As 'programmes' (although this category may be controversial) are published, 'c' would be more appropriate
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
.
IBP COMMENT
We agree with the peer reviewer some programs are presented

070. Do the In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date
expenditures with either the original estimate for that period
(based on the enacted budget) or the same period in the
previous year?

A. Yes, comparisons are made for expenditures presented in the In-Year Reports.
B. No, comparisons are not made for expenditures presented in the In-Year Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date expenditures with the previous year page 27/28. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2014/05/Downloads/monatsbericht_2014_05_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=5, page 27/28.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

071. Do In-Year Reports present actual revenue by category
(such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, In-Year Reports present actual revenue by category.
B. No, In-Year Reports do not present actual revenue by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: In-Year Reports present actual tax and non-tax revenues. See for example page 26 of the monthly report of May 2014. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2014/05/Downloads/monatsbericht_2014_05_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=5, page 29.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

072. Do In-Year Reports present the individual sources of
revenue for actual revenues collected?

A. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenue.
D. No, In-Year Reports do not present individual sources of actual revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: In-Year Reports present sources of revenue for actual revenues collected. See for example page 29 of the monthly report of May
2014. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2014/05/Downloads/monatsbericht_2014_05_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=5, page 29.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

073. Do the In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date
revenues with either the original estimate for that period
(based on the enacted budget) or the same period in the
previous year?

A. Yes, comparisons are made for revenues presented in the In-Year Reports.
B. No, comparisons are not made for revenues presented in the In-Year Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date revenues with the previous year. See for example page 29 of the monthly report of
May 2014. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2014/05/Downloads/monatsbericht_2014_05_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=5, page 29.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

074. Do In-Year Reports present three estimates related to actual
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing; the total debt outstanding; and interest payments?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The In-Year Report presents the amount of net new borrowing on page 49 and 56/57 and the interest payments to-date on the
outstanding debt (page 33) in the May report 2014. The central government’s total debt burden at that point in the year is not listed. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2014/05/Downloads/monatsbericht_2014_05_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=5
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: As 2 of three estimates are published, 'b' would be more appropriate
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Interest payments can be found on page 34, the amount of net borrowing so far on page 32 (table), broken down by instrument. A
breakdown of total outstanding debt can actually also be found at page 47f including a monthly breakdown. So all information is available
and the correct answer is A.
IBP COMMENT
We agree with rating "a"

075. Do In-Year Reports present information related to the
composition of the total actual debt outstanding? (The core
information must include interest rates on the debt
instruments; maturity profile of the debt; and whether it is
domestic or external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the composition of the total actual debt outstanding.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the composition of the total actual debt outstanding.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to composition of total actual debt outstanding is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: In-Year Reports present information related to the composition of the total actual debt outstanding. See for example the may
report 2014: interest rates on the debt, page 32 maturity profile of the debt page 35/36 and page 43 whether the debt is domestic or
external page 32. Information beyond the core elements is missing. Link: https://indabaplatform.com/indaba/surveyAnswer.do?
questionid=8970&assignid=40337&horseid=13327&action=surveyCreate.do&returl=https%3A%2F%2Findabaplatform.com%2Findaba%2Fs
urveyCreate.do%3Ftoolid%3D6%26tasktype%3D6%26horseid%3D13327%26assignid%3D40337
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

076. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include an updated
macroeconomic forecast for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, the estimates for the macroeconomic forecast have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the original
and updated forecasts is presented.
B. Yes, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the original
and updated forecasts is presented.
C. Yes, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original and
updated forecast is not presented.
D. No, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33

Sources: Some macroeconomic estimates have been updated like inflation rate (page 5) and interest rates (page 80) other information are
missing like real GDP growth and nominal GDP level until June 2013. Only estimates by IMF for real GDP in 2013 are listed. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2013/08/Downloads/monatsbericht_2013_08_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=3 y,
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

077. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
expenditure estimates for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the original and updated
expenditure estimates is presented.
B. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the original and updated
expenditure estimates is presented.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original and updated expenditure
estimates is not presented.
D. No, expenditure estimates have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: There is a table that compares actual and targeted values for the year (p. 72) but there is no detailed explanation of why and how
estimates have changed except for mentioning that 2013 figures are updated and now include the supplementary budget
(Nachtragshausalt).
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2013/08/Downloads/monatsbericht_2013_08_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=3
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

078. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present
expenditure estimates by any of the three expenditure
classifications (by administrative, economic, or functional
classification)?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and
functional classification).
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure classifications.

D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The Mid-Year-Review includes functional totals and some additional details such as major programs on pages 72-74. Page 73
shows the functional and page 74 the economic expenditures. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2013/08/Downloads/monatsbericht_2013_08_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=3
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

079. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present
expenditure estimates for individual programs?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The Mid-Year-Review includes some additional details for some individual programs. on pages 72-74. But only the biggest
programs are listed. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2013/08/Downloads/monatsbericht_2013_08_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=3
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

080. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
revenue estimates for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the original and updated revenue
estimates is presented.

B. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the original and updated revenue
estimates is presented.
C. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original and updated revenue estimates
is not presented.
D. No, revenue estimates have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated revenue estimates for the budget year. On page 106 (total figures) and p. 70
(by tax source) the revenue estimates are updated based on German biannual tax forecast of May 2013. Explanations are given (p. 69, 71)
but not for all the differences between the original and the updated revenue estimates.
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2013/08/Downloads/monatsbericht_2013_08_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=3
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

081. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present revenue
estimates by category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Mid-Year Review of the budget presents an updated expected figure for non-tax (and tax) revenues for 2013 in the table on
page 15. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2013/08/Downloads/monatsbericht_2013_08_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=3
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

082. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present individual
sources of revenue?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Mid-Year Review of the budget present individual sources of revenues on page 70. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2013/08/Downloads/monatsbericht_2013_08_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=3
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

083. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
estimates of government borrowing and debt, including its
composition, for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, and information on all of the differences between the original
and updated estimates is presented.
B. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, and information on some of the differences between the original
and updated estimates is presented.
C. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, but information on the differences between the original and
updated estimates is not presented.
D. No, estimates of government borrowing and debt have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The Mid-Year Review of the budget include some updated estimates of government borrowing and debt, including its
composition, for the budget year underway e.g. The amount of net new borrowing required during the budget year until May 2013 (page
124) The central government’s total debt burden at the end of the budget year (page 23) The interest payments on the outstanding debt
for the budget year (page 79) Interest rates on the debt (page 80) but not whether the debt is domestic or external. Some but not all of the
differences between the original and updated estimates are presented. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Monatsberichte/2013/08/Downloads/monatsbericht_2013_08_deutsch.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=3

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

084. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted levels (including in-year changes approved by the
legislature) and the actual outcome for expenditures?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all expenditures are presented, along with a
narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all expenditures are presented, but a narrative
discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for some but not all expenditures are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for expenditures are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Differences are explained in detail in the Haushaltsrechnung of the Year-End Report, see Chapter 4, pp. 53. A narrative discussion
about differences are not included. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

085. Does the Year-End Report present expenditure estimates by
any of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, and
functional classification).
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.

Score: 100
Sources: The Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications. Administrative expenditures are
listed in Chapter 4, pp. 53, functional and economic can be seen on page 65 et seqq. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

086. Does the Year-End Report present expenditure estimates
for individual programs?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Estimates for programs can be found on page 65 et seqq. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=1Vermögensrechnung%20des%20Bundes,%20Bundesfinanzministerium%20
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

087. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted levels (including in-year changes approved by the
legislature) and the actual outcome for revenues?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all revenues are presented, along with a
narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all revenues are presented, but a narrative
discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for some but not all revenues are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for revenues are not presented.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Changes in revenues are highlighted, but not explained. see chapter 3.1, 3.2 and in Einzelplan 60 page 1413 et seqq. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

088. Does the Year-End Report present revenue estimates by
category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Year-End Report does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Year-End Report present revenue estimates by category on page 2. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

089. Does the Year-End Report present individual sources of
revenue?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The Year-End Report present individual sources of revenue on page 1401 et seqq. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

090. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of government borrowing and debt,
including its composition, for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal year and the
actual outcome for that year are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal
year and the actual outcome for that year are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: The differences between the original estimates and the actual outcome concerning the amount of net new borrowing required
during the budget year is shown on page 8 et seqq. and 1403 et seqq.(chapter 4.3.2.1) and the interest payments on the outstanding debt
for the budget year is presented on page 1401 et seqq. (chapte 4.3.2.1). There are no information about the the differences between the
original estimates and the actual outcome of central government’s total debt burden at the end of the budget year, the final payment date
of the loan and at which point the principal (and all remaining interest) is due to be paid neither whether the debt is domestic or external.
Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

091. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original macroeconomic forecast for the fiscal year and the
actual outcome for that year?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for
that year are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for
that year are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original macroeconomic forecast for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year is
not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: In the actual Year-End Report, one finds only scarce information explaining the differences between the original macroeconomic
forecast for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year (see chapter 2.1, p.1).
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: Given the small amount of informations provided, I would deem 'd' more accurate
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The year-end-report focuses explicitly on budget data, not on macro-economic figures. We can assign D.

092. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the
actual outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual outcome are
presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual outcome are
presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimate of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual
outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the actual outcome are not

presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

093. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the
actual outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual outcome are
presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual outcome are
presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimate of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual
outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the actual outcome are not
presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

094. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted level of funds for policies (both new proposals and
existing policies) that are intended to benefit directly the
country’s most impoverished populations and the actual
outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most
impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most
impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for some but not all of the policies that are intended to benefit directly the
country’s most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most
impoverished populations and the actual outcome are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Some differences between the enacted level of funds for policies (both new proposals and existing policies) that are intended to
benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented on page 771 chapter 4.3.11
(Einzelplan 11 Arbeit und Soziales) . A narrative discussion is missing. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: As there is no particular reference to the 'most impoverished people' as a category, the implicit Information given does not
suffice to answer 'c'.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The Y-E report mentions all estimates as well as enacted expenditures, including those for the most impoverished (e.g. Arbeitslosenhilfe,
Sozialhilfe/Hartz 4). Note that that programmes for the most impoverished groups and corresponding programmes are not distinguished
as such but presented as part of the relevant ministry information. There is no narrative discussion. So B is the correct answer.
IBP COMMENT
We agree with the peer reviewer, the information presented is not explicitly referring to policies toward the most impoverished population

095. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual
outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome are presented,
along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome are presented,
but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome
are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The In-Year report holds a chapter (3.4) including an overview over extra-budgetary funds and explanation of the differences
between the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual outcome, page 33 et seqq. Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

096. Is a financial statement included as part of the Year-End
Report or released as a separate report?

A. Yes, a financial statement is part of the Year-End Report or is released as a separate report.
B. No, a financial statement is neither part of the Year-End Report nor released as a separate report.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: A financial statement is part of the Year-End-Report and listed on page 2-6.(Haushaltsrechnung des Bundes für das Haushaltsjahr
2012, Bundesfinanzministerium, June 13th, 2013.) Link:
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Haushalts_und_Ver
moegensrechnungen_des_Bundes/2013-06-13-haushaltsrechnung-des-bundes-2012.pdf?
__blob=publicationFile&v=1Vermögensrechnung%20des%20Bundes,%20Bundesfinanzministerium%20
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

097. What type of audits (compliance, financial, or performance)
has the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) conducted and made
available to the public?

A. The SAI has conducted all three types of audits (compliance, financial, or performance) and made them available to the public.
B. The SAI has conducted two of the three types of audits, and made them available to the public.
C. The SAI has conducted one of the three types of audits, and made them available to the public.
D. The SAI has not conducted any of the three types of audits, or has not made them available to the public.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Link to all audits: https://www.bundesrechnungshof.de/de/veroeffentlichungen In principle the Bundesrechnungshof can engage
into all kinds of audits but the focus is on the implementation of the federal budget (annual reports), i.e. financial report. However, the
annual report also includes some special reports of horizontal nature. There are compliance reports (e.g. on outsourcing of public tasks, p.
120) or performance (e.g. the functioning of the post units in the various government departments, a follow-up to a 2005 audit, p. 127).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

098. What percentage of expenditures within the mandate of the
Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) has been audited?

A. All expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
B. Expenditures representing at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
C. Expenditures representing less than two-thirds of expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
D. No expenditures have been audited.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: In principal the "Bundesrechnungshof" audits all revenues and expenditures (p. 7, "Der Bundesrechnungshof prüft die gesamte
Haushalts-und Wirtschaftsführung des Bundes einschließlich seiner Sondervermögen und Betriebe (§ 88 Absatz 1 Bundeshaushaltsordnung – BHO). Das Ergebnis seiner Prüfungfasst er jährlich für den Deutschen Bundestag und denBundesrat in Bemerkungen
zusammen, soweit es für die Entlastung der Bundesregierung wegen der Haushaltsrechnung und der Vermögensrechnung von
Bedeutungsein kann (§ 97 Absatz 1 BHO)."). Nevertheless, in practice the institution and its sub-agencies undertake random checks (p. 11,

"Der Bundesrechnungshof prüfte gemeinsam mit seinen Prüfungsämtern stichprobenweise, ob diese Rechnungen ordnungsgemäß
erstellt wurden."). Examples e.g. Chapter 3, p. 24 and p. 136f of the latest report. Source:
http://www.bundesrechnungshof.de/de/veroeffentlichungen/bemerkungen-jahresberichte/2013/inhalt/2013-bemerkungengesamtbericht-pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: The answer should refer to the range of the Mandate, not the random checks - particularly as it is difficult to estimate how far
reaching These random checks are.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
The SAI is responsible for checking everything. However, it works via random inspections across fields but never checks all expenditures.
The statements are for the whole budget.

099. What percentage of extra-budgetary funds within the
mandate of the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) has been
audited?

A. All extra-budgetary funds within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
B. Extra-budgetary funds accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures associated with extra-budgetary funds within the
SAI’s mandate have been audited.
C. Extra-budgetary funds accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures associated with extra-budgetary funds within the SAI’s
mandate have been audited.
D. No extra-budgetary funds have been audited.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Extra-budgetary funds are mostly mentioned and discussed within the yearly audit (examples: Bundeseisenbahnvermögen,
Erblastentilgungsfonds, ERP-Sondervermögen, Energie- und Klimafonds, Sonderfonds Finanzmarktstabilisierung, Investitions- und
Tilgungsfonds). Additionally, the SAI has the right to potentially audit all extra-budgetary funds. As mentioned earlier, the institution makes
use of its right to accomplish random inspections. Therefore, not all activities of extra-budgetary funding are audited every single year.
Link: http://www.bundesrechnungshof.de/de
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: Again the answer should refer to the de jure status
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In principle the SAI checks all expenditures. However, there is no particular section in its annual report on the extra-budgetary funds and it
appears like not all of them are checked regularly. The principle answer may be A but fo a lack of coverage, B appears more appropriate.

IBP COMMENT
We agree with the B response

100. Does the annual Audit Report(s) prepared by the Supreme
Audit Institution (SAI) include an executive summary?

A. Yes, the annual Audit Report(s) includes one or more executive summaries summarizing the report’s content.
B. No, the annual Audit Report(s) does not include an executive summary.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The annual Audit Report includes an executive summary on page 11-54. Link:
http://www.bundesrechnungshof.de/de/veroeffentlichungen/bemerkungen-jahresberichte/2013/inhalt/2013-bemerkungengesamtbericht-pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

101. Does the executive make available to the public a report on
what steps it has taken to address audit recommendations or
findings that indicate a need for remedial action?

A. Yes, the executive reports publicly on what steps it has taken to address audit findings.
B. Yes, the executive reports publicly on most audit findings.
C. Yes, the executive reports publicly on some audit findings.
D. No, the executive does not report on steps it has taken to address audit findings.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: There is no monitoring in a sense that the government reports on steps it has taken to address audit recommendations.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

102. Does either the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) or legislature
release to the public a report that tracks actions taken by the
executive to address audit recommendations?

A. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on what steps the executive has taken to address all audit recommendations.
B. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on most audit recommendations.
C. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on some audit recommendations.
D. No, neither the SAI nor legislature reports on steps the executive has taken to address audit recommendations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: The Legislative has its own sub committee called "REchnungsprüfungsausschuss" where it generally unlines the remark of the
supreme audit Institution by listing what steps the executive has to take but it does not report on the executive´s activities Link:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/101/1710104.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 4. Strength of Oversight Institutions
103. Does the legislature have internal capacity to conduct
budget analyses or use independent research capacity for such
analyses?

A. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office/unit attached to the legislature, and it has sufficient staffing, resources, and analytical
capacity to carry out its tasks.
B. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office, but its staffing and other resources, including adequate funding, are insufficient to
carry out its tasks.
C. Yes, there are independent researchers outside the legislature that can perform budget analyses and the legislature takes advantage of
this capacity, but there is no specialized office attached to the legislature.
D. No, the legislature has neither internal capacity nor access to independent research capacity for budget analyses.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67

Sources: There is a Budget Committee in the German Legislature (Bundestag) with, at the moment, 41 members of all established parties.
Within this committee, there are three further committees and three legally independent boards and 22 experts for single plans of the
budget. There are no real in-house experts to do its own budget projections and analysis. Instead, the Budget Committee requests
information from experts (scientists and representatives of affected groups) concerning important issues. Link:
http://www.bundestag.de/bundestag/ausschuesse18/a08/mitglieder/260600
http://www.bundestag.de/bundestag/ausschuesse18/a08/arbeit_und_aufgaben/260606
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

104. Does the legislature debate budget policy prior to the
tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. Yes, the legislature both debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal and approves recommendations
for the budget, and the executive is obliged to reflect the legislature’s recommendations in the budget.
B. Yes, the legislature both debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal and approves recommendations
for the budget, but the executive is not obliged to reflect the legislature’s recommendations in the budget.
C. Yes, the legislature debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but the legislature does not approve
recommendations for the budget.
D. No, neither the full legislature nor any legislative committee debate budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget
Proposal.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Members of the Budget Committee in the German Legislature (Bundestag) have regular contact with the executive prior to the
introduction of the Budget Proposal. So called "Berichterstattungsgespräche" (reporting discussions) allow the members of the Budget
Committee to ask about the proposal but there are no formal recommendations approved.
http://www.bundestag.de/bundestag/ausschuesse18/a08/arbeit_und_aufgaben/260606
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: The German Budget is legally and act (Gesetz über den Haushaltsentwurf) which Needs to be approved (or passed) by the
legislation which is the Bundestag. In this sense, the executive (the government) has to reflect legislature's recommendations in the
Budget
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
This question refers to the stage before the budget draft is tabled by the government. At that stage there are only informal discussions but
no formal vote on any budget resolution. Answer c is adequate.
IBP COMMENT
We agree with the researcher

105. Does the executive hold consultations with members of the
legislature as part of its process of determining budget
priorities?

A. Yes, the executive holds consultations with a wide range of legislators.
B. Yes, the executive holds consultations with a range of legislators, but some key members are excluded.
C. Yes, the executive holds consultations with only a limited number of legislators.
D. No, the executive does not consult with members of the legislature as part of the budget preparation process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Members of the Budget Committee in the German Legislature (Bundestag) have regular contact with the executive prior to the
introduction of the Budget Proposal. So called "Berichterstattungsgespräche" (reporting discussions) allow the members of the Budget
Committee to ask about detailed information of the proposal.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
Suggested Answer: b.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Informal consultations (Berichterstattergespräche) take place with representatives of all parties (incl opposition) but they do not extend
beyond the budget committee. Answer B is acceptable.

106. How far in advance of the start of the budget year does the
legislature receive the Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least three months before the start of the budget year.
B. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least six weeks, but less than three months, before the start of the budget
year.
C. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal less than six weeks before the start of the budget year.
D. The legislature does not receive the Executive’s Budget Proposal before the start of the budget year.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100

Sources: Executive's budget proposal 2013 The proposal for the budget year 2013 was sent to the legislature on August 10th, 2012.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

107. When does the legislature approve the Executive’s Budget
Proposal?

A. The legislature approves the budget at least one month in advance of the start of the budget year.
B. The legislature approves the budget less than one month in advance of the start of the budget year, but at least by the start of the
budget year.
C. The legislature approves the budget less than one month after the start of the budget year.
D. The legislature approves the budget more than one month after the start of the budget year, or does not approve the budget.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The legislative approved the Budget for 2013 on November 23th, 2012.
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/2012-11-23bundeshaushalt-2013.html
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

108. Does the legislature have the authority in law to amend the
Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. Yes, the legislature has unlimited authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
B. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, with some limitations.
C. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but its authority is very limited.
D. No, the legislature does not have any authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100

Sources: The Budget System of the Federal Republic of Germany, Chapter 3, pp. 18-20
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/nn_54338/DE/BMF__Startseite/Service/Downloads/Abt__II/001,templateId=raw,property=publicati
onFile.pdf%20%28English%20version%29
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

109. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds between administrative units that receive
explicit funding in the Enacted Budget, and is it legally required
to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds between
administrative units, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds between administrative units, but is not required to
do so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds between
administrative units, but in practice the executive shifts funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive shifts funds between administrative units without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law
or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Article 112 of the Federal Constitution ("Grundgesetz") allows the minister of finance to decide on extraordinary expenses
without asking the parliament. http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gg/art_112.html In case of an amending budget ("Nachtragshaushalt"), a
new law has to be passed and the parliament needs to approve.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

110. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds within administrative units that receive explicit
funding in the Enacted Budget, and is it legally required to do
so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within
administrative units, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within administrative units, but is not required to do
so by law or regulation.

C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within
administrative units, but in practice the executive shifts funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive shifts funds within administrative units without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law
or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: If changes exceed 5 million Euro (or in case of legal obligations 50 million Euro) an amending budget (Nachtragshaushalt) has to
be approved by the parliament. ( http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bho/__37.html) For example, on June 30th, 2013 an amending budget
has entered into force approving 8 Billion to repair the damages of the high tide in June 2013. It has been adopted by the parliament and
the German Bundesrat.
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Bundeshaushalt_2
013/2013_07_30_Nachtragshaushalt-in-Kraft-getreten.html
Comments: Intra-departmental shifts (i.e. shifting savings from one area to expenditures in another) do not require legislative approval
(but MoF). In practice parliament is informed about bigger changes and there may be discussions in the budget committee. In practice
parliament can indirectly block shifts which is why there is informal cooperation. Answer B appears most adequate.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
Suggested Answer: a.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Intra-departmental shifts (i.e. shifting savings from one area to expenditures in another) do not require legislative approval (but MoF). In
practice parliament is informed about bigger changes and there may be discussions in the budget committee. In practice parliament can
indirectly block shifts which is why there is informal cooperation. Answer B appears most adequate. The reviewer's comments and
references refer to shifts between departments (not within - as per question).

111. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
spending excess revenue (that is, amounts higher than
originally anticipated) that may become available during the
budget execution period, and is it legally required to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess revenues, and it
does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess revenue, but is not required to do so by law or
regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess revenue, but in
practice the executive spends these funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive spends excess revenues without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law or regulation
requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: When revenues are higher than projected, they can be used without further legislative permission to finance the expenditures
authorized by the enacted budget. In other words, they simply serve to make the budget deficit smaller. Supplementary budgets are
necessary either when expenditures are larger than foreseen and the increase cannot be compensated by short-term expenditure cuts in
other areas, or when revenues fall short of projections. In the case where revenues larger than projected lead to a surplus, this can be
used to reduce the public debt.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Suggested Answer: a.
Comments: The Information given is correct but, in Addition with the principle of speciality (HGrG, BHO) the government is not allowed to
increase expenditures beyond what had been approved for an administrative unit.

112. When was the most recent supplemental budget approved?

A. The most recent supplemental budget was approved before the funds were expended.
B. The most recent supplemental budget was approved after the funds were expended, or the executive implemented the supplemental
budget without ever receiving approval from the legislature (please specify).
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Supplementary budgets are approved before the funds are expended. Supplementary budgets follow exactly the same rules in
law as duly enacted budgets do. The most recent supplemental budget was approved on July 30th, 2013.
http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Bundeshaushalt_2
013/2013_07_30_Nachtragshaushalt2013.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2 At least one supplementary budget has become standard in the
German federal government since the 1980s.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

113. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
spending contingency funds or other funds for which no
specific purpose was identified in the Enacted Budget, and is it
legally required to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending contingency funds, and
it does so in practice.

B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to spending contingency funds, but is not required to do so by law or
regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to spending contingency funds, but
in practice the executive spends these funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive spends contingency funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and there is no law or regulation
requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Funds without specific purposes are not included in the budget. The only exception is in Einzelplan 60
(http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffentliche_Finanzen/Bundeshaushalt/Bundeshaushalt_2
013/2013-01-08-HH2013-gesamtdatei.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5), which includes budget lines (971 02) for contingencies for
administrative or staff underfunding (“Restedeckung”). The administrative funds are hardly ever used.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

114. Does a committee of the legislature hold public hearings to
review and scrutinize Audit Reports?

A. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize a wide range of Audit Reports.
B. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize the main Audit Reports.
C. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize a small number of Audit Reports.
D. No, a committee does not hold public hearings to review and scrutinize Audit Reports.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: The Legislative has its own sub committee called "Rechnungsprüfungsausschuss" where it generally unlines the remark of the
supreme audit Institution by listing what steps the executive has to take but it does not hold public hearings Link:
http://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/17/101/1710104.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

115. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) have the discretion
in law to undertake those audits it may wish to?

A. The SAI has full discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.
B. The SAI has significant discretion, but faces some limitations.
C. The SAI has some discretion, but faces considerable limitations.
D. The SAI has no discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The "Bundesrechnungshof" is free to determine the timing and nature of audit work. The wording of the law can be seen on §§
88ff of the BHO, Part V "Rechnungsprueüfung" http://www.gesetze-iminternet.de/bho/BJNR012840969.html#BJNR012840969BJNG000500319
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

116. Has the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) established a
monitoring system to provide on-going, independent
evaluations of its audit processes (a quality assurance system)?

A. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, and both a sample of completed audits are reviewed annually and the findings
of these reviews are made available to the public.
B. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, but either a sample of completed audits are not reviewed annually or the
findings of these reviews are not made available to the public.
C. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, but neither a sample of completed audits are reviewed annually nor are the
findings of these reviews made available to the public.
D. No, the SAI has not established a quality assurance system.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: The SAI does not mention any quality assurance system in its procedures. There is no external or internal review of its audits
except for possibility of the audited departments to clarify open issues or respond to initial audit reports. However, the SAI has strict and
advanced internal procedures for achieving high-quality results. It is understood that the parliament's (Bundestag) public accounts

committee is the external examiner of the quality of its reports. Link: http://www.bundesrechnungshof.de/de
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

117. Must a branch of government other than the executive
(such as the legislature or the judiciary) give final consent
before the head of the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) can be
removed from office?

A. Yes, the head of the SAI may only be removed by the legislature or judiciary, or the legislature or judiciary must give final consent before
he or she is removed.
B. No, the executive may remove the head of the SAI without the final consent of the judiciary or legislature.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: The SAI , entitled "Bundesrechnungshof," is a supreme federal authority. As an independent body of government, auditing it is
subject only to the law. The status of the SAI, its members, and its key functions are guaranteed by the Constitution (Article 114 Section 2
of the Basic Law), see link: http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gg/BJNR000010949.html The head of the SAI has to be sentenced to at least
one year of imprisonment, or because of other offenses like treason, be removed from office (see "Richtergesetz" §24,
http://www.jusline.de/index.php?cpid=f92f99b766343e040d46fcd6b03d3ee8&lawid=14&paid=24)
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

118. Who determines the budget of the Supreme Audit
Institution (SAI)?

A. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body), and the funding level is broadly
consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
B. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, and the funding level is broadly consistent with the resources the SAI needs to
fulfill its mandate.
C. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body), but the funding level is not consistent
with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
D. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, and the funding level is not consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill
its mandate.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany

A.
Score: 100
Sources: The "Bundeshaushaltsordnung" determines the approach of budgeting the Bundesrechnungshof, and contains extensive rights
of the SAI when it comes to budgeting its own organization (Article 29, Section 3 Bundeshaushaltsordnung) The wording of the law can be
seen on the Internet at: http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bho/BJNR012840969.html If the proposal of the SAI is different from the
government's proposal with respect to the SAI's budget, then the SAI's proposal is valid and assigned to the Executive's Budget Proposal.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 5. Public Engagement in the Budget Process
119. Does the executive make available to the public clear
(accessible, nontechnical) definitions of terms used in the
budget and other budget-related documents (for instance, in a
glossary)?

A. Yes, clear definitions of all key budget terms are provided.
B. Yes, definitions are provided for all key budget terms, but they are not always clear.
C. Yes, definitions are provided for some but not all key budget terms.
D. No, definitions are not provided.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The Ministry of Finance has a glossary on its website, which gives a good overview of budget related terms:
http://www.bundeshaushalt-info.de/glossar.html
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
IBP COMMENT
The glossary is not very detailed

120. Is the executive formally required to engage with the public
during the formulation and execution phases of the budget
process?

A. A law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage with the public during both the formulation and
execution phases of the budget process.
B. A law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage with the public during either the formulation or
the execution phase of the budget process but not both.
C. There is no formal requirement for the executive to engage with the public during either the formulation or the execution phase of the
budget process, but informal procedures exist to enable the public to engage with the executive during the formulation or execution
phase of the budget process or during both phases.
D. There is no formal requirement and the executive does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: There are no formal requirements to engage with the public during the budget process.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

121. When the executive engages with the public during the
budget formulation process, does it articulate what it hopes to
achieve from the engagement and provide other information
far enough in advance so that the public can participate in an
informed manner?

A. The executive provides sufficient information (including what it hopes to achieve from its engagement with the public) in advance of the
engagement.
B. The executive provides information to the public, but it is either insufficient or is not provided in advance of the engagement.
C. The executive provides information to the public, but it is neither sufficient nor provided in advance of the engagement.
D. The executive does not provide information, or does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: There are no formal requirements to engage with the public during the budget process.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

122. When the executive engages with the public during the
budget execution process, does it articulate what it hopes to
achieve from the engagement and provide other information
far enough in advance so that the public can participate in an
informed manner?

A. The executive provides sufficient information (including what it hopes to achieve from its engagement with the public) in advance of the
engagement.
B. The executive provides information to the public, but it is either insufficient or is not provided in advance of the engagement.
C. The executive provides information to the public, but it is neither sufficient nor provided in advance of the engagement.
D. The executive does not provide information, or does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: There are no formal requirements to engage with the public during the budget process.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

123. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s perspective on budget priorities?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities, and these mechanisms are
accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities; while these mechanisms are
accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities, but these mechanisms are not
accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: In Germany, the public is represented by the parliament. The budget committee of the parliament holds public meetings and

hearings to identify the public’s perspective. The last public hearing took place on May 13th, 2014. (Entwurf eines Haushaltsbegleitgesetzes
2014) See for example: http://www.bundestag.de/bundestag/ausschuesse18/a08/anhoerungen/18_1056_haushaltsbegleitgesetz
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

124. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s perspective on budget execution?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution, and these mechanisms are
accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution; while these mechanisms are
accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution, but these mechanisms are not
accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: The German Bundestag identifies the public perspective on budget execution through the committee on Petitions. The
mechanisms are not widely used by the public. In the 2013 14800 petitions have been submitted to the committee but only a few of them
have direct relation to the budget execution. Link: https://www.btg-bestellservice.de/pdf/20463000.pdf on page 126.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

125. Does the executive provide formal, detailed feedback to the
public on how its inputs have been used to develop budget
plans and improve budget execution?

A. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public and provides detailed feedback on how these inputs have
been used.
B. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public, but provides only limited feedback on how these inputs have
been used.
C. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public, but provides no feedback on how these inputs have been
used.
D. No, the executive does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public or provide feedback on how these inputs have been
used.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Besides the budget process and reports from the executive to the parliament there are no further feedback mechanisms to input
the executive receives from the public.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

126. Does a legislative committee (or committees) hold public
hearings on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework
presented in the budget in which testimony from the executive
branch and the public is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony is heard from the executive branch and a
wide range of constituencies.
B. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony is heard from the executive branch and
some constituencies.
C. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony from the executive branch is heard, but
no testimony from the public is heard.
D. No, public hearings are not held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony from the executive branch and the
public is heard.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Reports on hearings of the budget committee are released to the public and are published on the Internet.
(http://www.bundestag.de/bundestag/ausschuesse18/a08/anhoerungen/) The budget committee holds public hearings in which testimony
of various stakeholders is heard. Economists, different organisations like trade unions, federation of employers, civil service employees
associations, trade associations and members of the ministries compose comments and are heard publicly. The responsible ministries are
always represented in these meetings and MPs can ask them questions and for comments. However, government representatives are not
invited as experts and as the main focal points for debate.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

127. Do legislative committees hold public hearings on the
individual budgets of central government administrative units
(i.e., ministries, departments, and agencies) in which testimony
from the executive branch is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of a wide range of administrative
units.
B. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of the main administrative units.
C. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of a small number of administrative
units.
D. No, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are not held on the budgets of administrative units.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: The meetings of the budget committee or other committees concerning individual budget items ("Einzelpaeläne) are non-public
(see for instance the agenda for the budget committee with the indication of public/nonpublic meetings.
http://www.bundestag.de/bundestag/ausschuesse17/a08/tagesordnungen/archiv/index.html
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

128. Do legislative committees hold public hearings on the
individual budgets of central government administrative units
(i.e., ministries, departments, and agencies) in which testimony
from the public is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of a wide range of administrative units.
B. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of some administrative units.
C. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of a small number of administrative units.
D. No, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are not held on the budgets of administrative units.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: The meetings of the budget committee or other committees concerning individual budget items ("Einzelpaeläne) are non-public

(see for instance the agenda for the budget committee with the indication of public/nonpublic meetings.
http://www.bundestag.de/bundestag/ausschuesse17/a08/tagesordnungen/archiv/index.html
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

129. Do the legislative committees that hold public hearings on
the budget release reports to the public on these hearings?

A. Yes, the committees release reports, which include all written and spoken testimony presented at the hearings.
B. Yes, the committees release reports, which include most testimony presented at the hearings.
C. Yes, the committees release reports, but they include only some testimony presented at the hearings.
D. No, the committees do not release reports, or do not hold public hearings.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Protocols on public hearings are available at: http://www.bundestag.de/bundestag/ausschuesse17/a08/anhoerungen/index.html
Public hearings have to be recorded. For instance, see the "Entwurf Gesetzentwurf der Bundesregierung Entwurf eines
Haushaltsbegleitgesetzes 2014" Testimony/speeches are also provided in written
form.http://www.bundestag.de/blob/283474/773a7e527f50c32cdbde7373f287d687/012---stenoprotokoll--pdf-data.pdf
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

130. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain formal
mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating
its audit program (by identifying the agencies, programs, or
projects that should be audited)?

A. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program, and these mechanisms
are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program; while these
mechanisms are accessible, they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program, but these mechanisms
are not accessible.
D. No, the SAI does not have formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 67
Sources: SAI homepage: http://www.bundesrechnungshof.de/de/presse-service/buergerservice The public is invited to submit hints on
any discrepancies of public expenditures, e.g., on the SAI homepage, but the public is not able to participate in audit investigations.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

131. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain formal
mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit
investigations (as respondents, witnesses, etc.)?

A. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations, and these mechanisms are
accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations; while these mechanisms are
accessible, they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations, but these mechanisms are
not accessible.
D. No, the SAI does not have formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: see comment question 130
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

132. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain any
communication with the public regarding its Audit Reports
beyond simply making these reports publicly available?

A. Yes, in addition to publishing Audit Reports, the SAI maintains other mechanisms of communication to make the public aware of audit
findings (such as maintaining an office that regularly conducts outreach activities to publicize previously released audit findings).
B. No, the SAI does not maintain any formal mechanisms of communication with the public beyond publishing Audit Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
B.
Score: 0
Sources: The SAI organizes a press conference when publishing its audit reports and all information is available on its website but there is
no formal communication with the public beyond publishing reports.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

133. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) provide formal,
detailed feedback to the public on how their inputs have been
used to determine its audit program or in Audit Reports?

A. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public and provides detailed feedback on how these inputs have been
used.
B. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public but provides only limited feedback on how these inputs have been
used.
C. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public but provides no feedback on how these inputs have been used.
D. No, the SAI does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public through public consultations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Germany
D.
Score: 0
Sources: See: http://www.bundesrechnungshof.de/de/presse-service/buergerservice
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

