Open Budget Survey 2015

Nicaragua
Section 1. Public Availability of Budget Docs. “Section One: The Availability
of Budget Documents” contains a series of four tables that allow the
researcher to examine and map the public availability and dissemination
of its country’s key budget documents (i.e., Pre-Budget Statement,
Executive’s Budget Proposal (EBP) and Supporting EBP Documents,
Citizens Budget, Enacted Budget, In-Year Reports, Mid-Year Review, YearEnd Report, and Audit Report), as well as any national laws regulating
budget processes and financial management. Once filled in, these tables
will serve as a foundation for the completion of the rest of the
questionnaire, as researchers will reference the specific documents cited
in the tables to answer the questions contained in Sections 2-5 of the
questionnaire.
Table 1. Key Budget Documents

Nicaragua
BUDGET DOCUMENT

Full Title

Fiscal Year the Budget

Document Refers to

Date of Publication

Not produced

Not produced

2014

October 23, 2013

2014

October 23, 2013

Supporting EBP
Document

Anexo II: Presupuestos
de los órganos y
entidades
descentralizadas por
funciones, entidades
descentralizadas
territoriales,empresas
del Estado e
instituciones
뽐nancieras del Estado y
otros órganos
autónomos del Estado
dependiente del
Presupuesto General
de la República.

2014

October 23, 2013

Supporting EBP
Document

Anexo al PGR: Marco
Presupuestario de
Mediano Plazo 20142017

2014

October 23, 2013

Enacted Budget

Presupuesto General
de la República 2014 y
Anexo MPMP 20142017

2014

Febrero 22, 2014

Citizens Budget
(for EBP or Enacted Budget)

Not produced

Not produced

Not produced

Informe de Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-

2013

Mayo 6, 2013;

Pre-Budget Statement

Not produced
Proyecto de

Executive's Budget

Presupuesto General

Proposal (EBP)

de la República 2014 y
Anexo MPMP
Anexo I: Anexos al

Supporting EBP

Proyecto de

Document

Presupuesto General
de la República.

In-Year Report

Marzo de 2013;

Additional in-year
report

Additional in-year
report

Informe de Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-

2013

Agosto 13, 2013.

2013

Noviembre 15, 2013.

Junio de 2013;
Informe de Ejecución
Presupuestaria EneroSeptiembre de 2013.

Mid-Year Review

Not Produced

Not Produced

Not Produced

Year-End Report

Informe de Liquidación
Presupuestaria

2013

Abril 2, 2014

Audit Report

Informes de Auditorías
al Presupuesto 2012

2012

Abril 11, 2014

Sources: Banco Central de Nicaragua (2013). Boletín de Finanzas Públicas.Enero-Abril, 2013. Managua,
Nicaragua
http://www.bcn.gob.ni/publicaciones/periodicidad/trimestral/finanzas_publicas/finanzas_publicas_1.pdf Banco
Central de Nicaragua (2013). Boletín de Finanzas Públicas. Enero-Junio, 2013. Managua, Nicaragua
http://www.bcn.gob.ni/publicaciones/periodicidad/trimestral/finanzas_publicas/finanzas_publicas_2.pdf Banco
Central de Nicaragua (2013). Boletín de Finanzas Públicas. Enero-Octubre, 2013. Managua, Nicaragua
http://www.bcn.gob.ni/publicaciones/periodicidad/trimestral/finanzas_publicas/finanzas_publicas_3.pdf Banco
Central de Nicaragua (2014). Boletín de Finanzas Públicas. Enero-Diciembre, 2013. Managua, Nicaragua
http://www.bcn.gob.ni/publicaciones/periodicidad/trimestral/finanzas_publicas/finanzas_publicas_4.pdf Banco
Central de Nicaragua (2014). Informe de Deuda Pública de Nicaragua, Año 2013. Managua, Nicaragua
http://www.bcn.gob.ni/publicaciones/periodicidad/anual/deuda_publica/deuda_publica_4.pdf Banco Central
de Nicaragua (2014). Informe de Cooperación Oficial Externa. I Semestre 2013. Managua, Nicaragua
http://www.bcn.gob.ni/publicaciones/periodicidad/semestral/cooperacion/ICOE_1.pdf Banco Central de
Nicaragua (2014). Informe de Cooperación Oficial Externa 2013. II Semestre. Managua, Nicaragua
http://www.bcn.gob.ni/publicaciones/periodicidad/semestral/cooperacion/ICOE_2.pdf Contraloria General de
la República (2013). Informes de Auditorias al Presupuesto 2011. Managua, Nicaragua
http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=938&Itemid=184
Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public credit (MHCP, by its Spanish acronym) does not have a
schedule of publications, so it is difficult to know the exact date of publication. The Institute for Strategic
Studies and Public Policies (IEEPP, by its Spanish acronym) constantly monitors the MHCP's website and keeps
a date record when we can find the documents posted on the Internet. The dates hereby mentioned respond
to that monitoring. For the 2013 Year-End Report and for 2 out of the three Reports submitted during the year,
the exact date was known through the website of the Ministry of Finance. The dates for the other reports are
listed in accordance with the monitoring of the IEEPP. According to information provided by the Supreme Audit

Institution (Contraloría General de la República - CGR), the budget audit Reports are made available to the
public gradually; however, they are posted on the website much later. Attached there is a list of the Audit
Reports available in the CGR, until March 04, 2014.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: In accordance with Article 23 of the Financial Administration and Budgetary Regime Law. All type
of budgets mentioned in it, as well as their analysis, follow-up and evaluation submitted to the National
Assembly, shall be made available to the citizens through the digital and communication media available no
later than fifteen days after they have been submitted. Therefore, the law does not set an exact date for their
publication, but establishes that the documents be published within a 15 days term after they have been
submitted to the National Assembly. The annual report, or Budget Settlement Report from the previous year,
must be submitted to the National Assembly no later than March 31 of the new budget year, and it must be
published within 15 days after it has been submitted to the National Assembly. Quarterly budget
implementation reports shall be submitted to the National Assembly within 30 days after the completion of
each quarter and shall be published within a 15 day term.

Table 2a. Details about Availability

Nicaragua
Budget Documents
Tick box if answer to the questions is “yes”
Pre-

Executive’s Budget
Budget
Proposal
Statement

Enacted Budget

Citizens
Budget

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced for internal

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

purposes only?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced at all?

Is it published too late
compared to the accepted
timeframe?
Is it available to the public
in hard copy, with charge?

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in soft copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public
in soft copy, NO charge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

in hard copy, NO charge?

Is it available to the public online?

If available online, provide
internet/URL address

N/A

http://www.hacienda.go

http://www.hacienda.go

b.ni/hacienda/ppresup
uesto2014/

b.ni/hacienda/presupu
esto2014/

N/A

Is it machine readable?
[only for electronic copies]

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is there a “citizens version”

Yes

Yes

Yes

of the budget document?

No

No

No

N/A

Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP 2014-2017
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/ Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo
MPMP 2014-2017 http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/
Comments: On Wednesday 9, April, 2014, the budget documents were requested at the Bureau of Access to
Public Information of the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit. When we made our request, the head of said
office, Mr. Milton Sandoval, explained to us that they do not keep physical copies of the various documents in
order to save resources, since they are very large. However, they were kind enough to show us the page in the
Ministry's website (www.hacienda.gob.ni) where the budget documents could be found. On April 24, we visited
the library of the National Assembly, and we were able to confirm that users can check the 2014 General
Budget Project of the Republic and get copies of it for $1.00 Cordoba per page. However, they have no copies
of the Quarterly Reports submitted in 2013, or the 2013 Year-End Report.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 2b. Details about Availability

Nicaragua
Budget Documents
Tick box if answer to the questions is “yes”
In-Year Report

Mid-Year
Review

Year-End Report

Audit
Report

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced for internal
purposes only?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it published too late
compared to the accepted

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

in hard copy, with charge?

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public
in hard copy, NO charge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public
in soft copy, with charge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it available to the public
in soft copy, NO charge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Is it produced at all?

timeframe?

Is it available to the public online?

http://www.hacienda.go
If available online, provide
internet/URL address

http://www.hacienda.go
b.ni/documentos/presu
puesto/informes/2013

N/A

b.ni/documentos/presu
puesto/informes/2013/I
NFORME%20DE%20LIQ
UIDACION%20DEL%20

N/A

PGR%202013.pdf/view
Is it machine readable?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

[only for electronic copies]

No

No

No

No

Is there a “citizens version”

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

of the budget document?

No

No

No

No

Sources: Informe de liquidacion presupuestaria Enero-Marzo 2013
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20EJECUCION%20PRE
SUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202013.pdf/view Informe de liquidacion presupuestaria Enero-Junio 2013
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Informe de liquidacion presupuestaria Enero-Septiembre 2013
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Informe de liquidacion del Presupuesto General de la Republica 2013
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: On Wednesday 9, April, 2014, the budget documents were requested at the Bureau of Access to
Public Information of the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit. When we made our request, the head of said
office, Mr. Milton Sandoval, explained to us that they do not keep physical copies of the various documents in
order to save resources, since they are very large. However, they were kind enough to show us the page in the
Ministry's website (www.hacienda.gob.ni) where the budget documents could be found. Also, we could confirm
at the Supreme Audit Institution that there are some 2012 audit reports, though only for some entities. On
April 11, they gave us a digital copy of said Reports.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 3. When Are the Key Budget Documents Made Available to
the Public?

Nicaragua
Pre-Budget Statement: When is the Pre-Budget Statement made available to the public?
100. At least four months in advance of the budget year, and at least one month before the executive’s budget
proposal is introduced in the legislature
67. At least two months, but less than four months, in advance of the budget year, and at least one month
before the executive’s budget proposal is introduced in the legislature
33. Less than two months in advance of the budget year, but at least one month before the executive’s budget
proposal is introduced in the legislature
0. Does not release to the public, or is released less than one month before the executive’s budget proposal is
introduced to the legislature
Executive Budget Proposal: When is the Executive Budget Proposal made available to the public?

100. At least three months in advance of the budget year, and in advance of the budget being approved by the
legislature
67. At least two months, but less than three months, in advance of the budget year, and in advance of the
budget being approved by the legislature
33. Less than two months in advance of the budget year, but at least in advance of the budget being approved
by the legislature
0. Does not release to the public, or is released after the budget has been approved by the legislature
Enacted Budget: When is the Enacted Budget made available to the public?
100. Two weeks or less after the budget has been enacted
67. Between two weeks and six weeks after the budget has been enacted
33. More than six weeks, but less than three months, after the budget has been enacted
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than three months after the budget has been enacted
In-Year Report: When are In-Year Reports made available to the public?
100. At least every month, and within one month of the period covered
67. At least every quarter, and within three months of the period covered
33. At least semi-annually, and within three months of the period covered
0. Does not release to the public
Mid-Year Review: How long after the mid-point in the fiscal year
(i.e., six months into the fiscal year) is the Mid-Year Review made available to the public?
100. Six weeks or less after the mid-point
67. Nine weeks or less, but more than six weeks, after the mid-point
33. More than nine weeks, but less than three months, after the mid-point
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than three months after the mid-point
Year-End Report: How long after the end of the budget year is the Year-End Report made available to the
public?
100. Six months or less after the end of the budget year
67. Nine months or less, but more than 6 months, after the end of the budget year
33. More than nine months, but within 12 months, after the end of the budget year
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than 12 months after the end of the budget year
Audit Report: How long after the end of the fiscal year are the final annual
expenditures of national departments audited and released (except for secret programs)?
100. Six months or less after the end of the budget year
67. 12 months or less, but more than 6 months, after the end of the budget year

33. More than 12 months, but within 18 months, after the end of the budget year
0. Does not release to the public, or is released more than 18 months after the end of the budget year

Sources: Sitio web del Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público: www.hacienda.gob.ni Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Presupuesto General de la República 2014: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/ Informe
entregados durante el año: Informe de Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero- Marzo 2013:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20EJECUCION%20PRE
SUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202013.pdf/view Informe de Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero- junio 2013:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Informe de Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero- Septiembre 2013:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Informe de Liquidación Presupuestaria 2013:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view Informe de Auditorías al Presupuesto 2011:
http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=938&Itemid=184
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Table 4. General Questions

Nicaragua
YES/NO

If yes, additional information;
If no, please note N/A in the text box.
Ministerio de Hacienda
y Crédito Público

Is there a website or web portal
for government fiscal information?

Yes
No

(MHCP); Banco Central
de Nicaragua;
Asamblea Nacional de
Nicaragua; Contraloría
General de la República
(CGR); Sistema Nacional
de Inversión Pública
(SNIP); Nicaragua
Compra.
Ley de Administración

Financiera y Régimen
Presupuestario, Ley
550. Ley General de
Deuda Pública, Ley 477
Ley de Contrataciones
Administrativas del
Sector Público, Ley 737.
Is there a law (or laws) guiding
public financial management?

Yes
No

Ley de transferencia a
los Municipios, Ley 466.
Constitución Política de
Nicaragua. Ley de
Organización,
Competencia y
Procedimientos del
Poder Ejecutivo, Ley
290. Ley de Servicio
Civil de la Carrera
Administrativa, Ley 476.
Ley de Acceso a la
Información Pública,
Ley 621:
http://legislacion.asamb

Are there additional laws regulating:
• Access to information?
• Transparency?
• Citizens participation?

Yes
No

lea.gob.ni/Normaweb.n
sf/%28$All%29/675A94
FF2EBFEE91062573310
07476F2?
OpenDocument; Ley de
Participación
Ciudadana, Ley 475:
http://legislacion.asamb
lea.gob.ni/Normaweb.n
sf/%28$All%29/F78CA4
67F5C96D0306257257
005FBADC?
OpenDocument

Sources: Sitios web: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público: www.hacienda.gob.ni Banco Central de
Nicaragua: www.bcn,gob.ni Asamblea Nacional: www.asamblea.gob.ni Contraloría General de la República:
www.cgr.gob.ni Sistema Nacional de Inversión Pública: www.snip.gob.ni Nicaragua Compra:
www.nicaraguacompra.gob.ni Leyes: Ley 550:
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/%28$All%29/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument Ley de Reforma a la Ley 550:
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/b92aaea87dac762406257265005d21f7/cb503ef64c813eef06
2570d20061968f?OpenDocument Ley 477: http://www.snip.gob.ni/docs/leyes/ley477.pdf Reglamento de la Ley

477: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/tesoreria/base-legal/marco-legal-de-subastas/reglamento-deley/Documento0002.pdf/view Ley 737:
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/%28$All%29/E57F2E97BBA45487062577F900762C46?
OpenDocument Reglamento General a la Ley 737:
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/3133c0d121ea3897062568a1005e0f
89/1512b378a4bd06c606257825005a5224?OpenDocument Ley 466:
http://www.transmuni.gob.ni/docs/Ley466.htm Constitución Política de Nicaragua:
http://digesto.asamblea.gob.ni/iunp/docspdf/gacetas/2014/2/g32.pdf Ley 290:
https://www.dga.gob.ni/ley/Ley%20No%20290.pdf Ley 476: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/funcionpublica/base-legal/leyes/ley476.pdf/view Reglamento a la Ley 476:
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/%28$All%29/8C07E0DA2B6610E0062570A100584358?
OpenDocument Decreto No. 61- 2001. Creación, organización y funcionamiento del Sistema Nacional de
Inversión Pública (SNIP).
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/b92aaea87dac762406257265005d21f7/1e22289410e5b51c0
62570a100580df5?OpenDocument Decreto 83-2003: Del Funcionamiento del Sistema Nacional de Inversión
Pública.: Decreto No. 83- 2003: http://www.snip.gob.ni/snip/dfuncion.aspx
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 2. Comprehensiveness of the Executive's Budget Proposal
001. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year that are classified by administrative unit (that is, by
ministry, department, or agency)?

A. Yes, administrative units accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, administrative units accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, administrative units accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by administrative unit.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua

A.
Score: 100
Sources: Executive's Budget Proposal 2014, Institutional Classification, Page 79:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_01_CLASIF_INSTITUCIONAL.pdf Executive's Budget
Proposal 2014. Allocations and Subsidies, Pages 353-377:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_25_02_ASIGN_SUBV.pdf Executive's Budget
Proposal 2014, Annex II. Budgets per Decentralized Agencies, Pages: II-7 - II-325
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR 2014) and its Annexes, include expenditures
classified by administrative unit; ministries or decentralized entities, public companies, financial entities, etc.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

002. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year by functional classification?

A. Yes, expenditures are presented by functional classification.
B. No, expenditures are not presented by functional classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Clasificacion
Funcional del Gasto. Pág. 488
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_14_CLASIF_FUNCIONAL.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Estructura Funcional del Gasto 2014. Pág.
489 http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_15_ESTRUCT_GASTO.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Estructura Funcional del Gasto 2014
Asignaciones y subvenciones. Pág. 490- 492.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_16_ESTRUCT_GASTO_AS.pdf

Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes include the functional classification of
expenditure broken down as: Governmental Administration; Defense, Public Order and Security Services;
Education; Health; Social Services and Social Security; Housing and Community Services; Recreational, Cultural
and Religious Services; Economic Services; Public Debt, Interests and Expenditure. However, it does not include
the Environmental Protection function recommended by the International Monetary Fund and the COFOG.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

003. If the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation presents expenditures for the budget year by
functional classification, is the functional classification
compatible with international standards?

A. Yes, the functional classification is compatible with international standards.
B. No, the functional classification is not compatible with international standards, or expenditures are not
presented by functional classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Clasificacion
Funcional del Gasto. Pág. 488
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_14_CLASIF_FUNCIONAL.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Estructura Funcional del Gasto 2014. Pág.
489 http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_15_ESTRUCT_GASTO.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Estructura Funcional del Gasto 2014
Asignaciones y subvenciones. Pág. 490- 492.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_16_ESTRUCT_GASTO_AS.pdf
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR 2014), presents budgetary information according to its
functional classification; however, this classification is not compatible to the ones recommended by the
COFOG or the IMF. The functions "Defense, Public Order and Security" are joined in the PPGR of 2014 and
previous years, while the COFOG and the IMF divide them in two. On the other hand, the 2014 PPGR does not
include the function "Environmental Protection." Other data that could be relevant is that in Nicaragua a

function called "Public debt, interests and expenditure" is included, but the COFOG and the IMF do not include
it.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

004. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the budget
year by economic classification?

A. Yes, expenditures are presented by economic classification.
B. No, expenditures are not presented by economic classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014. Anexo I: Anexos al Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República. Clasificación Institucional Económica. Pag. 493:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_17_CIE.pdf Ejemplos: Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014. Asamblea Nacional. Pag. 92-94:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_03_03_AN.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto General
de la República 2014. Consejo Supremo Electoral. Pag. 113-115:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_05_03_CSE.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto General
de la República 2014. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Ministerio de Educación.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_13_03_MINED.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Ministerio de Salud.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_16_03_MINSA.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Ministerio de Gobernación.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_08_03_MIGOB.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Ministerio de Transporte e
Infraestructura. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_15_03_MTI.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR 2014) and its Annexes, include expenditures
classified by administrative unit; ministries or decentralized entities, public companies, financial entities, etc.
On the other hand, each Institution, when preparing its budget, presents its expenditure by economic

classification. For instance, the current expenditure is broken down into: personal services (wages, benefits,
contributions), non personal services (telephone, water, energy, cleaning, maintenance, printing, travels, etc.),
materials and supplies (food, fuel, etc.), current transfers; capital expenditure is broken down into: non
personal services, fixed assets, etc.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

005. If the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation presents expenditures for the budget year by
economic classification, is the economic classification
compatible with international standards?

A. Yes, the economic classification is compatible with international standards.
B. No, the economic classification is not compatible with international standards, or expenditures are not
presented by economic classification.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto
General de la República. Clasificacion Institucional. Pág. 79
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_01_CLASIF_INSTITUCIONAL.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República.
Asignaciones y Subvenciones.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_25_02_ASIGN_SUBV.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Clasificacion Institucional Economica. Pág. 493
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_17_CIE.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR 2014) and its Annexes, include expenditures listed by
economic classification for the main ministries and governmental entities, and are compatible with the
international standards. The IMF's Public Finance Manual lists the item, and in Nicaragua, in addition to being
listed, they are broken down into current expenditure and capital expenditure. In their budgets, each
Institution also includes a type of economic classification, for instance, the current expenditure is broken down
into: personal services (wages, benefits, contributions), non personal services (telephone, water, energy,

cleaning, maintenance, printing, travels, etc.), materials and supplies (food, fuel, etc.), current transfers; capital
expenditure is broken down into: non personal services, fixed assets, etc.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
Suggested Answer: b.

006. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for the budget year?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Detalle del gasto
por programa y fuente de financiamiento 2014. Pag. 444-450:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_09_DETALLE_PROGRAMAS.pdf Ejemplo de
Institucion: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Ministerio
Agropecuario y Forestal (MAGFOR). Pag. 223:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_14_03_MAGFOR.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Ministerio de Salud.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_16_03_MINSA.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Ministerio de la Mujer.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_22_03_MINMUJER.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Ministerio de la Juventud.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_23_03_MINJUVE.pdf
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR 2014), presents budgetary information disaggregated by
programs for each of the 22 institutions that comprise the central government. Also, it lists the financing

source for each program. However, these 22 institutions represent 95% of the whole 2014 PPGR. The
remaining 5% is represented by the "decentralized bodies and entities", which do not disaggregate their
budgets per programs, just at an aggregated level.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

007. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditure estimates for a
multi-year period (at least two-years beyond the budget year)
by any of the three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, multi-year expenditure estimates are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2014-2017. Anexos estadisticos MPMP. Pag. 52-53;69-74:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_4_MGMP_ANEXO_ESTADISTICO.pdf Ejemplo
Instituciones: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2014-2017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Asamblea
Nacional. Pag. 105-112: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_1_MGMP_AN.pdf
Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario
de Mediano Plazo 2014-2017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Consejo Supremo Electoral.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_3_MGMP_CSE.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Salud. Pag. 238-251:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_14_MGMP_MINSA.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto

General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Defensa.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_8_MGMP_MIDEF.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Energía y Minas.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_18_MGMP_MEM.pdf
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR 2014) in its Annex III, MediumTerm Expenditure
Framework, lists/forecasts the 2015-2017 budgets for institutions, bodies and entities which receive resources
from the PGR. The aforementioned links show the budgets in their administrative and functional classification.
The latter includes only the institutions that are part of the Central Government. Also, we can see that budgets
are disaggregated by economic classification. In addition to said examples, all other central government
institutions are listed, as well as decentralized bodies and entities.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

008. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditure estimates for a
multi-year period (at least two-years beyond the budget year)
by program?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures are presented.
B. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are
presented.
C. Yes, multi-year estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented.
D. No, multi-year estimates for programs are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2014-2017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Pag. 105-529:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/ Ejemplo de Instituciones: Proyecto de Presupuesto

General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Defensa. Pag. 164:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_8_MGMP_MIDEF.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Dirección General de Ingresos. Pag. 419:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_40_MGMP_DGI.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Instituto Nicaragüense de Acueductos y Alcantarillados.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_26_MGMP_INAA.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal includes multiannual estimates (2015-2017) for the
program of each institution represented by the Central Government, but also for 37 decentralized bodies and
entities. However, there are other bodies and entities that do not specify the budgets of their programs. That
is why we say that, while it is true that plurinannual estimates are listed by program they are not 100%
included.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

009. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present the individual sources of tax
revenue (such as income tax or VAT) for the budget year?

A. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for all tax revenue are presented.
B. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, tax revenues are
presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of tax revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all tax revenues are presented.
D. No, individual sources of tax revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Sección I.
Presupuesto de Ingresos. Ingresos por Rubro. Pag. 75:

http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/C_01_PRESUP_INGRESO_RUBROS.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I.Anexos del Presupuesto General de la
República. Presupuesto de Ingresos por Rubro-Unidad recaudatoria. Pag. 390:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_02_ING_POR_UNI_REC.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal disaggregates total revenue into tax revenue, non-tax
revenue, property income, and current transfers. Regarding tax revenue, it does specify which shall be the
taxes to be collected and their amounts. It also states which shall be the collecting units for each tax (in this
case, DGI - Directorate of Revenue - or DGSA - Directorate of National Customs)
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

010. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present the individual sources of nontax revenue (such as grants, property income, and sales of
government-produced goods and services) for the budget
year?

A. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for all non-tax revenue are presented.
B. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, non-tax revenues
are presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of non-tax revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all non-tax revenues are
presented.
D. No, individual sources of non-tax revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Seccion I.
Presupuesto de Ingresos. Ingresos por Rubro. Pag. 75:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/C_01_PRESUP_INGRESO_RUBROS.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I.Anexos del Presupuesto General de la
República. Presupuesto de Ingresos por Rubro-Unidad recaudatoria. Pag. 390:

http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_02_ING_POR_UNI_REC.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal disaggregates total revenue into tax revenue, non-tax
revenue, property income, and current transfers. Regarding non tax revenue, it is estimated how much the
government will collect via the taxpayers in: tariffs and fees on utilization of goods and services; among other
non tax revenue. Likewise, all of this is disaggregated based on collecting unit, that is to say, DGI, DGSA and
Treasury.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

011. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue estimates by category
(such as tax and non-tax) for a multi-year period (at least twoyears beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates of revenue are presented by category.
B. No, multi-year estimates of revenue are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto del Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP 2014-2017. Anexo al PGR.
Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo 2014-2017. Cuadro No. 14. Pag. 40:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto del Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP 2014-2017. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano
Plazo. Cuadro No. 17, Pag. 48:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_0_MGMP_MPMP.pdf
Comments: The 2014-2017 Medium Term Expenditure Framework includes the estimates for the revenue of
the budget by category and for the years mentioned (tax, non tax, treasury revenue and current transfers).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

012. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates for individual
sources of revenue presented for a multi-year period (at least
two-years beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented.
B. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all,
revenue are presented.
C. Yes, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of revenue
are presented.
D. No, multi-year estimates for individual sources of revenue are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto del Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP 2014-2017. Anexo al PGR.
Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo 2014-2017. Cuadro No. 14. Pag. 40:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto del Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP 2014-2017. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano
Plazo. Pag. 48: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_0_MGMP_MPMP.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR, by its Spanish acronym) and its annexes present
estimates of the revenue disaggregated by type of revenue. For instance: tax revenue is disaggregated in taxes
on income, on consumption and operations, on foreign trade. The latter are further disaggregated in Duty
Tariff on Importation (Derecho Arancelario a la Importación - DAI), Temporary Protection Tariff (Arancel
Temporal de Protección - ATP), 35% sovereignty tax and VAT on importations. On the other hand, non tax
revenue is disaggregated in rates, rights, fines, and other (especial FOMAV -Road Maintenance Fund- tax,
revenue with specific destination). These revenue that can be identified accounts for barely over 32% of the
total revenue, therefore, the answer to the question is "C."
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The revenue classification in the budget proposal and its supporting documents does not

correspond entirely to the one stated in the 2001 IMF's Finance Statistics Manual. The latter defines revenue as
any operation that increases the net worth of the public sector, consequently including donations as revenue.
The budget proposal prepared by the Executive Branch does not include donations in the revenue, but it does
include deficit financing.

013. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present three estimates related to
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP 2014-2017. Anexo I. Anexos
del Presupuesto General de la República. Balance Presupuestario de Ingresos y Gastos. Pag. 389:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_01_BALANCE_PRESUP.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP 2014-2017. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto
General de la República. Desglose del Financiamiento del Déficit. Pag. 406-416:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_06_DESGLOSE_DEFICIT.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP 2014-2017.Titulo II. Presupuesto General de la
República. Servicio de la Deuda Pública. Pag. 381:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_26_02_SERV_DEUDA.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal includes two out of the three estimates related to loans
and debts. (1) It describes how the budgetary deficit will be financed (through donations, external and internal
financing); that is to say, it specifies the net financing needed by the government for the budget year. In
addition, (2) it describes how much the servicing of the debt will be (repayment, interests, commissions);

however, (3) it does not describe how much is the total amount of the public debt accumulated at the
beginning and the end of the budget year.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The budget proposal includes the new net external debt to be incurred into in the budget year,
and it also includes donations as a financing source, although they are revenue, not debt.

014. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information related to the
composition of the total debt outstanding at the end of the
budget year? (The core information must include interest rates
on the debt instruments; maturity profile of the debt; and
whether it is domestic or external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the composition of the total debt outstanding.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the composition of the total debt outstanding.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to composition of total debt outstanding is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Análisis de Sostenibilidad de la Deuda Pública. Pag. 42-46:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_5_0_MGMP_ANALISIS_DEUDA.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la
República. Servicio de la Deuda Pública Interna. Pag. 391-392:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_03_DETALLE_PAG_INT.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la
República. Servicio de la Deuda Pública Externa. Pag. 392:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_04_DETALLE_PAG_EXT.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la

República.Desgloce del Financiamiento del Déficit. Pag. 406-416:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_06_DESGLOSE_DEFICIT.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR) and its annexes include information on the public
debt incurred into for the budget year, used to finance part of the expenditure not covered by government
revenue. The financing of deficit is disaggregated by multilateral source, bilateral sources, and the servicing of
both the external and domestic debts. The Medium Term Expenditure Framework conducts a Public Debt
Sustainability Analysis (Análisis de la Sostenibilidad de la Deuda Pública - ASD), and it only mentions the total
amount for the year 2012, and it does not include any estimate for 2014. The 2014 PPGR does not specify the
total amount of the debt by the end of the budget year, not the repayment profile of the debt. Likewise, the
type of interest applied to the financing of the debt is not specified (whether it is fixed or variable); neither the
currency of the debt incurred. These figures and analysis are included in the public debt newsletters prepared
by the Central Bank of Nicaragua, but they are not included in the budget books.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: The Budget Proposal does not include information on the total debt as of the end of the year, nor
on its three basic components: interest rates on the debt, debt amortization profile; and whether it is external
or internal debt, nor the currency type.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
We agree with the comment of the reviewer. We had answered "C" due to the fact information on the debt to
be incurred during the year is included, but no information on the other 3 basic elements is included. If this is
not enough to answer C, then we accept to answer D.

015. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on the
macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget projections
are based? (The core information must include a discussion of
the economic outlook with estimates of nominal GDP level,
inflation rate, real GDP growth, and interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the macroeconomic forecast is not presented.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Título I. Disposiciones
Generales. Exposición de Motivos. Supuestos Macroeconómicos. Pag. 7-8:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/A_01_Expo_Motivos_2014.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de
Mediano Plazo. Desempeño Macroeconómico. Pag. 19-23:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_2_0_MGMP_DESEMPENOMACRO.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de
Mediano Plazo. Programa Económico Financiero. Pag. 23-34:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_3_0_MGMP_PEF.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR), in its Medium Term Expenditure Framework,
includes two sections in which it describes the macroeconomic situation or performance at the international
level, as well as the domestic level. Likewise, the Financial Economic Program includes estimates of
macroeconomic indicators and figures, such as: Nominal and real GDP, nominal and real economic growth;
GDP composition and growth; GDP deflator; inflation rate; exchange rate; oil price; Combined Public Sector
Balance; Balance of payments. However, no information is included on interest rates that, like public debt, is
not disaggregated. Estimates on the unemployment rate are also omitted.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

016. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation show the impact of different
macroeconomic assumptions (i.e., sensitivity analysis) on the
budget? (The core information must include estimates of the
impact on expenditures, revenue, and debt of different
assumptions for the inflation rate, real GDP growth, and
interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented to show the impact of different macroeconomic
assumptions on the budget.

B. Yes, the core information is presented to show the impact of different macroeconomic assumptions on the
budget.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to different macroeconomic assumptions is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Título I. Disposiciones
Generales. Exposición de Motivos. Supuestos Macroeconómicos. Pag. 7-8:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/A_01_Expo_Motivos_2014.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de
Mediano Plazo. Desempeño Macroeconómico. Pag. 19-23:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_2_0_MGMP_DESEMPENOMACRO.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de
Mediano Plazo. Programa Económico Financiero. Pag. 23-34:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_3_0_MGMP_PEF.pdf
Comments: Although it provides an idea on how the economy will behave during the fiscal year, the
information on the main macroeconomic indicators provided by the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR)
does not state the possible changes that could occur in the domestic or the international scenarios, that could
positively or adversely affect the performance of the budget. The 2014 PPGR lacks a sensitivity analysis of the
macroeconomic assumptions.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

017. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information for at least the
budget year that shows how new policy proposals, as distinct
from existing policies, affect expenditures?

A. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect expenditures are presented, along with a
narrative discussion.

B. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect expenditures are presented, but a narrative
discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how some but not all new policy proposals affect expenditure is presented.
D. No, information that shows how new policy proposals affect expenditure is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Título I. Exposición de
Motivos. Pag. 7-38: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/A_01_Expo_Motivos_2014.pdf
Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Plan Nacional de Desarrollo Humano. Pag. 13-19
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_1_MGMP_PNDH.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.
Programa Económico Financiero. Pag. 23-34:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_3_0_MGMP_PEF.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.Marco
de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Fomento Industria y Comercio. Pag. 187-188:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_10_MGMP_MIFIC.pdf
Comments: The policies stated in the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR) are a continuation of the
strategies derived from the National Plan for Human Development (2012-2016). The Statement of Reasons
provides details only on the policies that are priorities for the government, and only some provide (in narrative
format) budgetary implications. On the other hand, the Financial and Economic Program provides an overview
of the social, infrastructure, monetary and financial policies, as well as the fiscal policy. However, this is
narrative and does not specify their consequences on expenditure. There are some actions that may be
considered as new policies, however, they can only be found if in individual institutional budgets. For instance,
as from 2014, the Ministry of Development, Industry and Trade (Ministerio de Fomento Industria y Comercio MIFIC) implements a new program called Protection of the Rights of Consumers and Users. It can be said that
this program is new, since it has no allocations in previous years. On the other hand, in the Medium Term
Expenditure Framework, some institutions such as the Ministry of Education, state in a narrative format their
institutional priorities, strategies that keep applying and trying to improve, so as to achieve institutional goals.
However, these improvements do not state the expenditure they would imply.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

018. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information for at least the
budget year that shows how new policy proposals, as distinct
from existing policies, affect revenues?

A. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented, along with a narrative
discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented, but a narrative
discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how some but not all new policy proposals affect revenues are presented.
D. No, information that shows how new policy proposals affect revenues is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Título I. Exposición de
Motivos. Pag. 7-38: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/A_01_Expo_Motivos_2014.pdf
Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Plan Nacional de Desarrollo Humano. Pag. 13-19
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_1_MGMP_PNDH.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.
Programa Económico Financiero. Pag. 23-34:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_3_0_MGMP_PEF.pdf
Comments: As with question 17, the Executive's Budget Proposal does not specify each of the new policies
and their implications on revenue. Certain changes are shown in the imposition, product of the reform to Law
No. 822, Tax Agreement Law and its Regulations; however, there are no specific details on the expected impact
on the different taxes. Other policies do not specify the impact that revenue will have.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

019. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for the year
preceding the budget year (BY-1) by any of the three
expenditure classifications (by administrative, economic, or
functional classification)?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by all three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are presented by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, expenditure estimates for BY-1 are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Anexos Estadísticos MPMP. Pag. 52-53; 69-74:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_4_MGMP_ANEXO_ESTADISTICO.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano
Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No.12 y 15. Pag. 37 y 41:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco
de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Gobernación.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_6_MGMP_MINGOB.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco
de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Fondo de Inversión Social de Emergencia FISE. Pag. 317-320:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_24_MGMP_FISE.pdf
Comments: he Annexes to the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal specify expenditure in its functional and
administrative classification, both for 2012 and 2013 (actual expenses and budgeted expenses, respectively).
We believe the answer to this question is A, because even when in tables 12 and 15 of the Medium Term
Expenditure Framework (MPMP, by its Spanish acronym) specify the economic classification in a general
format (total expenditure), there is no complete list of all the institutions of the budget. On the other hand,
when reviewing each institution in the MPMP, it can be seen that only 59 of them provide the economic
classification of expenditure for BY-1.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

020. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented for BY-1.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented for BY-1.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented for BY-1.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program for BY-1.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2014-2017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Pag. 105-529:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/ Ejemplo de Instituciones: Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Defensa. Pag. 164:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_8_MGMP_MIDEF.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Direccion General de Ingresos. Pag. 419:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_40_MGMP_DGI.pdf
Comments: The information specified in the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes, presents the
implementation of the programs from the previous year (2013) BY-1, for 22 institutions of the central
government and 36 decentralized bodies and entities. This accounts for 56% of all institutions, bodies, entities
and companies that receive some item of the 2014 budget. This total is obtained after adding up all the central
government institutions (22) that receive "Allocations and Subsidies" (121). See source above. The Budget for
all these programs (for the 22 central government institutions) account for over 95% of total expenditure.
Likewise, after reviewing each institution and entity in the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework of the
MPMP, we can see the estimates on the implementation of expenditure by program for the previous year per
institution. Institutions that do not specify them is because they are new or eliminated programs.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

021. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, have expenditure estimates of the year prior
to the budget year (BY-1) been updated from the original
enacted levels to reflect actual expenditures?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-1 have been updated from the original enacted levels.
B. No, expenditure estimates for BY-1 have not been updated from the original enacted levels.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. Cuadros No. 12, 13 y 16. Pag. 35-42.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Cuadros No. 18, 19. Pag. 48-49:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_0_MGMP_MPMP.pdf
Comments: The expenditure for the previous year (2013) has been updated based on the only budgetary
reform, approved on September 24, 2013. For instance, in tables No. 12 and 15 include 2013 information
based on the aforementioned reform.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

022. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of expenditure for
more than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2 and
prior years) by any of the three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by all three expenditure classifications
(by administrative, economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by two of the three expenditure
classifications.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by only one of the three expenditure
classifications.
D. No, expenditure estimates for BY-2 and prior years are not presented by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No.12 y 15. Pag. 37 y 41:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Anexos
Estadísticos MPMP. Pag. 52-53; 69-74:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_4_MGMP_ANEXO_ESTADISTICO.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano
Plazo. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Pag. 105-529:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Comments: The Annexes to the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal specify expenditure in its functional and
administrative classification, both for 2012 and 2013 (actual and budgeted expenditures, respectively). We
believe the answer to this question is A, because even when in tables 12 and 15 of the MPMP specify the
economic classification in a general format (total expenditure), there is no complete list of all the institutions of
the budget. On the other hand, when reviewing each institution in the MPMP, it can be seen that only 59 of
them provide the economic classification of expenditure for BY-1.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

023. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present expenditures for individual
programs for more than one year preceding the budget year
(that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

A. Yes, programs accounting for all expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
B. Yes, programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures are presented for BY-2 and
prior years.
C. Yes, programs accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
D. No, expenditures are not presented by program for BY-2 and prior years.
E. Not applicable/other (please

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2014-2017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Pag. 105-529:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/ Ejemplo de Instituciones: Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Defensa. Pag. 164:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_8_MGMP_MIDEF.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Direccion General de Ingresos. Pag. 419:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_40_MGMP_DGI.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Asignaciones y
Subvenciones. Pag. 353-355:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_25_02_ASIGN_SUBV.pdf
Comments: The information specified in the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes, presents the
expenditure of the programs for 2012 and 2013 (implementation and estimated implementation, respectively)
for 22 central government institutions and 36 decentralized bodies and entities. The Budget for all these
programs (for the 22 central government institutions) accounts for over 95% of total expenditure. Institutions
that do not specify any program is because they are new, have been eliminated or transferred to some other

institution.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

024. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which all expenditures reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for all expenditures are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 2014-2017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Pag. 105-529:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/ Ejemplo de Instituciones: Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la Republica 2014 y su anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo 20142017. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Defensa. Pag. 164:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_8_MGMP_MIDEF.pdf
Comments: The MTEF of the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal specifies the executed budget (that is, real or
observed) for 2012, that is BY-2.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

025. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue by category (such as
tax and non-tax) for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-1 are presented by category.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-1 are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No.11 y 14. Pag. 36 y 40:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No. 17. Pag. 48:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_0_MGMP_MPMP.pdf
Comments: The Medium Term Expenditure Framework and the Executive's Budget Proposal, as with
expenditure, specify the revenue from the previous year (2013) according to its classification: tax and non-tax.
The first items are disaggregated : taxes on income, value-added tax and transactions; on foreign trade. The
second items to be disaggregated are: tariffs, fees, fines. Also included are property income and current
transfers.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

026. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present individual sources of revenue
for the year preceding the budget year (BY-1)?

A. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented for BY-1.
B. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue for BY-1 are

presented.
C. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues for BY-1 are presented.
D. No, individual sources of revenue are not presented for BY-1.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No.11 y 14. Pag. 36 y 40:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No. 17. Pag. 48:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_0_MGMP_MPMP.pdf
Comments: There are no individual details on the tax and non-tax revenue for the previous year (2013). The
first revenue source are disaggregated: taxes on income, on value-added tax and transactions; on foreign
trade. The latter are further disaggregated in Duty Tariff on Importation (Derecho Arancelario a la Importación
- DAI), Temporary Protection Tariff (Arancel Temporal de Protección - ATP), 35% sovereignty tax and VAT on
importations. On the other hand, non tax revenue is disaggregated in tariffs, levies, fines, and other (especial
FOMAV -Road Maintenance Fund- tax, revenue with specific destination). The revenue that can be identified
accounts for barely over 32% of the total revenue, therefore, the answer to the question is "C."
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

027. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, have the original estimates of revenue for the
year prior to the budget year (BY-1) been updated to reflect
actual revenue collections?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-1 have been updated from the original enacted levels.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-1 have not been updated from the original enacted levels.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No.11 y 14. Pag. 36 y 40:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No. 17. Pag. 48:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_0_MGMP_MPMP.pdf
Comments: According to the documents mentioned in the section above, the estimate of revenue for 2013
has been updated in accordance with the budgetary reform approved by the National Assembly on September
24, 2013.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

028. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present revenue estimates by category
(such as tax and non-tax) for more than one year prior to the
budget year (that is, BY-2 and prior years)?

A. Yes, revenue estimates for BY-2 and prior years are presented by category.
B. No, revenue estimates for BY-2 and prior years are not presented by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No.11 y 14. Pag. 36 y 40:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.Marco

Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No. 17. Pag. 48:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_0_MGMP_MPMP.pdf
Comments: The Medium-Term Budgetary Framework presents the revenue disaggregated by categories (tax
and non-tax) for 2012 (collected taxes) and estimate of collection for 2013.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

029. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present individual sources of revenue
for more than one year prior to the budget year (that is, BY-2
and prior years)?

A. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue are presented for BY-2 and prior years.
B. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, revenue are presented
for BY-2 and prior years.
C. Yes, individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all revenues are presented for BY-2
and prior years.
D. No, individual sources of revenue are not presented for BY-2 and prior years.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No.11 y 14. Pag. 36 y 40:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No. 17. Pag. 48:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_0_MGMP_MPMP.pdf
Comments: The Medium-Term Budgetary Framework presents the revenue disaggregated by categories (tax
and non-tax) for 2012 (collected taxes) and estimate of collection for 2013. Tax revenue are disaggregated by
tax on revenue, Value-Added Tax and on transactions, and on foreign trade. The latter are further

disaggregated in Duty Tariff on Importation (Derecho Arancelario a la Importación - DAI), Temporary
Protection Tariff (Arancel Temporal de Protección - ATP), 35% sovereignty tax and VAT on importations. On the
other hand, non tax revenue is disaggregated in tariffs, fees, fines, and other (special FOMAV -Road
Maintenance Fund- tax, revenue with specific destination). This level of detail does not allow for the
identification of specific taxes or non tax revenue. For instance, income tax could be disaggregated from
Revenue Tax; taxes on consumption and operations could be listed as Value Added Tax or Selective Tax on
Consumption, etc. On the other hand, non tax revenue, apart from being disaggregated by rates, rights, and
fines, could be listed individually: import tariffs, consular fees, traffic offense fines, etc.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

030. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which all revenues reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for all revenues are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No.11. Pag. 36:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf
Comments: The MTEF of the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal specifies collected or acquired revenue for
2012, that is BY-2. However, as mentioned in the previous question, this detail does not disaggregate this
revenue (the tax, the fine, the tariff for instance).
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

031. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on government
borrowing and debt, including its composition, for the year
proceeding the budget year (BY-1)? (The core information must
include the total debt outstanding at the end of BY-1; the
amount of net new borrowing required during BY-1; interest
payments on the debt; interest rates on the debt instruments;
maturity profile of the debt; and whether it is domestic or
external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for government debt.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for government debt.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to government debt is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.
Análisis de Sostenibilidad de la Deuda Pública. Pag. 42-46:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_5_0_MGMP_ANALISIS_DEUDA.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de
Mediano Plazo. Cuadro No. 20 y 21. Pag. 50-51:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_6_0_MGMP_MPMP.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes, in the core elements for the analysis of the
debt for the previous year, present roughly the amount of loans contracted and budgeted donations, as well
as the payment of external and domestic debt servicing. There is no analysis of the public debt for the
previous year, in the sense of including figures on the total debt, as well as the interest rate of the loans
contracted to finance the budget deficit; there is no detail on the debt's composition.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The only information presented for the previous year to the one that is being budgeted, refers to
the new net domestic and external debt.

032. In the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting budget
documentation, what is the most recent year presented for
which the debt figures reflect actual outcomes?

A. Two years prior to the budget year (BY-2).
B. Three years prior to the budget year (BY-3).
C. Before BY-3.
D. No actual data for government debt are presented in the budget or supporting budget documentation.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Análisis de Sostenibilidad de la Deuda Pública. Pag. 43:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_5_0_MGMP_ANALISIS_DEUDA.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Fiscal de Mediano Plazo.
Cuadro No. 13. Pag. 38: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf
Comments: The information included in the Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes on the public debt
specifies what was the most recent year in which the figures are the actual ones. It includes data from 2012 on
how much the debt amounted to (Debt Sustainability Analysis), both domestic and external; also the amount
of net borrowing requirement for the same year (Medium Term Expenditure Framework).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

033. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on extrabudgetary funds for at least the budget year? (The core
information must include a statement of purpose or policy
rationale for the extra-budgetary fund; and complete income,
expenditure, and financing data on a gross basis.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all extra-budgetary funds.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all extra-budgetary funds.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some extra-budgetary funds.
D. No, information related to extra-budgetary funds is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo II. Anexo de los Presupuestos de
los Órganos y Entidades Descentralizadas: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo II. Anexo de los Presupuestos de los
Órganos y Entidades Descentralizadas. Instituto Nicaragüense de Seguridad Social.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/G_43_02_INSS.pdf Presupuesto General de la
República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo II. Anexo de los Presupuestos de los Órganos y Entidades
Descentralizadas. Empresa Nicaragüense de Acueductos y Alcantarillados Sanitarios:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/G_51_02_ENACAL.pdf Presupuesto General de la
República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo II. Anexo de los Presupuestos de los Órganos y Entidades
Descentralizadas. Empresa Nicaragüense de Alimentos Básicos:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/G_52_02_ENABAS.pdf
Comments: There are resources that are not calculated or specified in the General Budget Project of the
Republic, such as the Venezuelan cooperation (it only mentions the part of the so called "Food Productive
Bonus" is financed using that cooperation). Only the External Cooperation Report (issued by the Central Bank
of Nicaragua) mentions this financing, and that in 2013 they were only loans to the private sector. It is worth
mentioning that said cooperation is used to finance various government social projects. Regarding the
Nicaraguan Institute of Social Security (Instituto Nicaragüense de Seguridad Social - INSS), law No. 550, Law on
Financial Administration and Budgetary Regime, specifies governmental institutions, decentralized entities and
bodies that are regulated by this law; among them the INSS, therefore we can consider it an extra budgetary

fund (Article 3, Law No. 550)
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The Venezuelan cooperation for Nicaragua is basically a loan related to the supply of oil and byproducts from Venezuela to Nicaragua, within the framework of the PETROCARIBE Cooperation Agreement
signed between the Republic of Venezuela and Nicaragua, approved by the National Assembly on March 27,
2007. This loan amounts to 50% of the supply of oil and by-products from Venezuela to Nicaragua. However,
officially, this loan is recorded as a loan for a private company, CARUNA. CARUNA (Caja Rural Nacional or
National Rural Fund) is formally a rural savings and credit union established in 1993. According to the report
prepared by the IMF staff regarding the Consultation in accordance with Article IV of the Bylaws corresponding
to the year 2013 for Nicaragua, 38 percent of the funds managed by CARUNA are used for quasi-fiscal
operations (for instance, subsidies and transfers to energy and transportation and issuance of salary bonuses
for the public sector). The remaining 36 percent is used to finance for profit projects. In 2013, said loan
amounted to USD 558 million, equivalent to 29% of the 2013 General Budget Project of the Republic.

034. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present central government finances
(both budgetary and extra-budgetary) on a consolidated basis
for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, central government finances are presented on a consolidated basis.
B. No, central government finances are not presented on a consolidated basis.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Programa Económico Financiero.ci´ponCuadro No. 7 y 8. Pag. 31 y 32:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_3_0_MGMP_PEF.pdf
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes include information on the budgetary balance of
the central government; however, extra budgetary funds are not included in a consolidated balance since they
are not quantified

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

035. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of
intergovernmental transfers for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all intergovernmental transfers are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all intergovernmental transfers are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all intergovernmental transfers are presented.
D. No, estimates of intergovernmental transfers are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General
de la República. Asignaciones y Subvenciones.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_02_ASIG_SUBVENCIONES.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República.
Asignaciones y Subvenciones.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_25_02_ASIGN_SUBV.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes include the global amount of transfers to
municipalities. They also specify the individual transfer for some of the Atlantic indigenous territorial
governments, as well as the autonomous government of the South Atlantic and the autonomous government
of the North Atlantic. However, there is no specification on the individual amount for each municipality in the
Pacific and Central region, nor is there a narrative explanation of the transfers.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Budgetary transfers to municipalities are regulated under Law No. 466 LAW ON BUDGETARY
TRANSFERS TO NICARAGUAN MUNICIPALITIES and its amendments, which specify the percentage of tax
revenue that shall be allocated to the budgetary transfers to municipalities item, the criteria and the formula

to be used for the distribution of said item among municipalities. Perhaps that is why budgetary transfers to
municipalities do not require a greater narrative explanation. The General Budget Project of the Republic of
previous years included the detail of budgetary transfers for each municipality but the 2014 Budget Project did
not, at least not on its online version.

036. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present alternative displays of
expenditures (such as by gender, by age, by income, or by
region) to illustrate the financial impact of policies on different
groups of citizens, for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, at least three alternative displays of expenditures are presented to illustrate the financial impact of
policies on different groups of citizens.
B. Yes, two alternative displays of expenditures are presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on
different groups of citizens.
C. Yes, one alternative display of expenditures is presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on
different groups of citizens.
D. No, alternative displays of expenditures are not presented to illustrate the financial impact of policies on
different groups of citizens.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del
Presupuesto General de la República. Detalle del Gasto de Estrategia y Reduccion de la Pobreza. Pag. 451-484:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_10_DETALLE_ERP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República.
Recursos Destinados a las Prácticas de Género. Pag. 505:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_23_REC_PRACT_GENERO.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Presupuesto General de la República.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_25_02_ASIGN_SUBV.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes include a table describing the resources
allocated to programs from different institutions that apply the so called "Gender Sensitive Practices";

however, there is no specification even regarding their goals.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

037. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of transfers to public
corporations for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all transfers to public corporations are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all transfers to public corporations are presented, but a narrative discussion is not
included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all transfers to public corporations are presented.
D. No, estimates of transfers to public corporations are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General
de la República. Asignaciones y Subvenciones.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_25_02_ASIGN_SUBV.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo II.Presupuesto de los Órganos y Entidades
Descentralizadas. Empresas del Estado. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/ Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título I. Disposiciones Generales. Exposición de
motivos. Pag. 22 y 16. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/A_01_Expo_Motivos_2014.pdf
Ejemplo Empresas: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo
II.Presupuesto de los Órganos y Entidades Descentralizadas. Empresas del Estado. ENABAS:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/G_52_02_ENABAS.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo II.Presupuesto de los Órganos y Entidades
Descentralizadas. Empresa Portuaria Nacional.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/G_56_02_EPN.pdf
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal, in section "Allocations and Subsidies," presents information on
all the transfers made to public corporations/companies. They provide details on the budgetary transfers to

companies such as ENACAL, PETRONIC, ENATREL; also, in Annex III of the budget, each company
comprehensively specify, from their budgets: Revenue, expenditure, deficit/surplus, net borrowing
requirement. The statement of reasons mentions the transfers to ENACAL and ENATREL, as part of the water,
sanitation and energy policies; however, apart from this information, there no greater narrative reference to
the use of resources allocated to the other governmental companies.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

038. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on quasi-fiscal
activities for at least the budget year? (The core information
must include a statement of purpose or policy rationale for the
quasi-fiscal activity and the intended beneficiaries.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all quasi-fiscal activities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all quasi-fiscal activities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some quasi-fiscal activities.
D. No, information related to quasi-fiscal activities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Título I. Disposiciones
Generales. Exposición de Motivos. Pag. 12-13, 24
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/A_01_Expo_Motivos_2014.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_02_ASIG_SUBVENCIONES.pdf
Comments: The Bill of the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR) explains, in general, some of the quasifiscal activities (mostly, subsidies the government grants to certain sectors of the population). For instance, it
specifies the amount granted to the transportation subsidy, both in Managua and Sandino city. Also the
subsidy granted to pensioners for the consumption of water and electricity, as well as those for low-income
sectors. One other quasi-fiscal activity specified in the budget documents is the subsidy for the construction of

new social housing, including the reduction of interests rates for the purchase of houses. The annexes of the
2014 PPGR do not provide more narrative or statistical information on the duration and the beneficiaries of
those quasi-fiscal activities, but they do specify in general terms who are the direct beneficiaries of those
subsidies. The companies that receive transfers from the budget, such as ENABAS (which when the prices of
some grains such as bean rise, they sell the product at a lower price than the market price) do not specify the
services they provide nor their goals. It also does not include an analysis on the Venezuelan cooperation
funneled through private companies which implement social projects and which should be included in the
budget or at least be analyzed In several occasions, the IMF has warned that said cooperation could become a
contingent debt having a significant impact on the budget in case the relationships between Venezuela and
Nicaragua ended.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: The subsidy recorded in the Budget for the collective urban transportation and the electric energy
tariff are fiscal operations that are conducted through the regular budgetary process. The Budget does not
specify nor publish any information regarding quasi-fiscal operations.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
For the budget year there is information on the revenue related to financial assets such as: loans, deposits and
current transfers of non financial public companies. Therefore, our answer to that question is C. However, the
Executive's Budget Proposal does not have information on the total government financial assets; nor does it
include information regarding revenue via shareholding of the government in companies such as: TSKMELFOSUR (Energy Distribution Company) and ALBANISA (Company created in the agreement for oil supply
between PETRONIC and PDVSA)

039. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on financial assets
held by the government? (The core information must include a
listing of the assets, and an estimate of their value.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all financial assets.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all financial assets.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some financial assets.
D. No, information related to financial assets is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Programa Económico Financiero. Cuadro No. 9. Pag. 33.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_3_0_MGMP_PEF.pdf
Comments: The Financial Economic Program included in the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework shows a
table describing the monetary balance of the Central Bank of Nicaragua, describing in broad terms the amount
of financial assets that the government of Nicaragua has, seen through the official national currency issuer
authority. This is not disaggregated as in the reports of the Central Bank of Nicaragua, however, it gives us an
idea of the amount of such assets.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: The Budget Project does not even include a list of the government's financial assets, nor an
estimate of their value. The monetary balance of the Central Bank of Nicaragua, actual for 2012 and estimated
until 2017, included in the Medium-term Budgetary Framework, includes Net Domestic Assets of the Central
Bank represented by the Net Credit to the Non Financial Public Sector, disaggregated in Central Government
and other institutions. That is to say, they are not Government Net Assets but Central Bank assets.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
For the budget year there is information on the revenue related to financial assets such as : loans, deposits
and current transfers of non financial public companies. Therefore, our answer to that question is C. However,
the Executive's Budget Proposal does not have information on the total government financial assets; nor does
it include information regarding revenue via shareholding of the government in companies such as: TSKMELFOSUR (Energy Distribution Company) and ALBANISA (Company created in the agreement for oil supply
between PETRONIC and PDVSA)

040. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on nonfinancial
assets held by the government? (The core information must
include a listing of the assets by category.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all nonfinancial assets.

B. Yes, the core information is presented for all nonfinancial assets.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some nonfinancial assets.
D. No, information related to nonfinancial assets is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes do not present any information on the non
financial assets of the government.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

041. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of expenditure
arrears for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all expenditure arrears are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all expenditure arrears are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all expenditure arrears are presented.
D. No, estimates of expenditure arrears are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/

Comments: Article 60 of Law 550 "Law on Financial Administration and Budgetary Regime" states that unpaid
expenses as of December 31 shall be paid in the next budget year; however, the information of the floating
debt or spending arrears is not included in the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

042. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on contingent
liabilities, such as government loan guarantees or insurance
programs? (The core information must include a statement of
purpose or policy rationale for each contingent liability; the
new guarantees or insurance commitments proposed for the
budget year; and the total amount of outstanding guarantees
or insurance commitments (the gross exposure) at the end of
the budget year.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all contingent liabilities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all contingent liabilities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some contingent liabilities.
D. No, information related to contingent liabilities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes do not present any information on the
contingent liabilities of the government. It is known that the Government of Venezuela finances some social
programs in Nicaragua via private companies of the Albanisa group that are not included in the budget. This
cooperation can be classified as a contingent liability since an eventual cancellation of said financing (which,
according to official information is a concession) may compel the government of Nicaragua to assume said

portfolio since they are essential projects (the productivity Bonus is partly financed with said cooperation). A
component of this Venezuelan cooperation financed the so called "Christian, Socialist and Solidarity Bond"
benefiting around 131,381 Nicaraguan government workers. This bond was assumed completely by the
government and now it is financed with budget resources.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Even when the concessional credit associated to the supply of oil and hydrocarbons by Venezuela
to Nicaragua, accounting for 50% of the value of said supply, is supported by the Energy Agreement
PETROCARIBE between Venezuela and Nicaragua, entered into on January 11, 2007 between the presidents of
both countries and ratified by the National Assembly of Nicaragua on March 27, 2007. The ratification Decree
can be found at:
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/($All)/DE186DD2E3BC10D2062572C1005B2F60?
OpenDocument. During the negotiation of the current Program with the IMF requested by the administration
of President Daniel Ortega - this organization requested information necessary for the evaluation of the
potential macroeconomic consequences - in terms of budgetary deficit public debt, impact on the level of
economic activity, inflation rate and real exchange rate - this Cooperation due to its magnitude could have,
initially, President Daniel Ortega publicly denounced the IMF for making this request. However, subsequently,
during the negotiations, the IMF was informed that the supply of oil would not involve any credit, the supply of
oil would be fully paid (in cash) by the Venezuelan government company PDVSA, that is to say that it would be
an entirely commercial operation and, in turn, this company would funnel part of that payment as a
concessional credit to a private Nicaraguan entity. The Government committed itself to providing the IMF the
required information for this organization to be able to monitor the global evolution of this credit. So it was
recorded in the Letter of Intent to the IMF from the Government of Nicaragua on August 24, 2007. However, in
the minutes of the PETROCARIBE meetings with officials of the Government of Nicaragua who attend and
report on the credit granted or in the PDVSA Reports there is no mention to the Nicaraguan entity that
manages the credit. The fact that a private legal entity appears managing the vast mass of resources
represented by the credit associated to oil supply, represents an open modification to the terms set in the
ALBA Energy Agreement, according to which its implementation would correspond exclusively to public
entities from both countries. What happened? According to available information, the Government of
Nicaragua asked the Government of Venezuela that the credit not be managed via the public sector but
through this "ad-hoc" mechanism. Several officials have provided various arguments, among other things, to
justify this decision before the same government party base. One of those arguments was that, if this credit
was funneled via the public sector, according to the law, it would need to be included in the Budget, at least
the part that in accordance to the Agreement "shall be assumed by the Republic of Nicaragua." If it were
included in the Budget, according to this argument, the opposition represented in the National Assembly
would be able to divert it towards different funds than "social purposes." On August 22, 2008, the Nuevo Diario
reported on an intervention of the Ministry of Finance in an activity conducted in the city of Ocotal, which
recorded: "Following this, it was said that so as not to use the constitutional power that legislators have to
approve the General Budget of the Republic and any other law of the Republic, the issue of the Venezuelan
funds was mentioned," "...they wanted to force us to come up with a reform, because they wanted to get all
the "money" from Venezuela... and that is why we invented the mechanism so no córdobas (petrodollars) were
recorded in the Budget," he stated." (http://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/politica/24748). On the other hand, Mr.

Francisco Lopez, treasurer of the party in government, the FSLN, CEO of PETRONIC, the Nicaraguan
government company that manages all matters related to the import of hydrocarbons, and Vice-president of
ALBANISA, the combined company between PDVSA and PETRONIC that manages the import of hydrocarbons
from Venezuela, said: "what right-wingers do not state there, the speech of the enemy, is why Venezuela has to
give those concessional credits to a company. Why do they not go through the Assembly? The thing is that they
(the deputies of the Assembly) want to manage this agreement."
(http://www.tortillaconsal.com/franciscolopez.html)

043. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present projections that assess the
government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of its
finances over the longer term? (The core information must
cover a period of at least 10 years and include the
macroeconomic and demographic assumptions used and a
discussion of the fiscal implications and risks highlighted by
the projections.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented to assess the government’s future liabilities and the
sustainability of its finances over the longer term.
B. Yes, the core information is presented to assess the government’s future liabilities and the sustainability of
its finances over the longer term.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to future liabilities and the sustainability of finances over the longer term is not
presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Comments: The Excecutive's Budget Proposal and its annexes do not include long-term estimates of the
macroeconomic or demographic budgets, nor their fiscal implications. The MTEF includes projections, but only

for the medium-term, for instance 2014-2017.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: The 2014-2017 medium-term budgetary framework includes a long term fiscal sustainability
analysis - understanding by fiscal sustainability the analysis of the sustainability of the public indebtedness.
This analysis runs until 2033, and specifies the macroeconomic assumptions on which it is based, but it does
not include any demographic assumption: The latter is common in countries such as ours, where the
population is predominantly young, although according to the projections the aging process will take place at a
rate several times higher than the current pace at which it took place in Europe. The long term debt
sustainability analysis can be found at:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_5_0_MGMP_ANALISIS_DEUDA.pdf
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
We agree with the comment of the reviewer. It includes a public debt sustainability analysis; however, we
would like to add that the analysis does not include scenarios on potential contingent liabilities particularly
related to the private debt derived from the oil supply agreement between Nicaragua and Venezuela.
Therefore, it restricts the analysis on the future fiscal implications. Consequently, we have changed the answer
to "C."

044. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of the sources of
donor assistance, both financial and in-kind?

A. Yes, estimates of all sources of donor assistance are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all sources of donor assistance are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all sources of donor assistance are presented.
D. No, estimates of the sources of donor assistance are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33

Sources: Proyecto del Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Título I. Disposiciones
Generales. Exposición de Motivos. Pág. 29.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/A_01_Expo_Motivos_2014.pdf Proyecto del
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la
República. Donaciones y Préstamos Externos por Origen.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_05_DONACIONES_PRESTAMOS.pdf Proyecto del
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la
República. Desgloce del Financiamiento del Déficit.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_06_DESGLOSE_DEFICIT.pdf
Comments: The Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes present statistical information on financial
donations that have been approved for fiscal year 2014. The Bill presents a brief description of the financing of
the deficit where the total amount of budgeted financial donations is mentioned. Nevertheless, there is no
reference to donations-in-kind (physical) that the government shall receive.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Donations-in-kind, allocated to be sold in the market, have traditionally been recorded by the
estimated sale value, under the item "counterpart fund." Donations-in-kind have tended to be discontinued
over time.

045. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on tax
expenditures for at least the budget year? (The core
information must include a statement of purpose or policy
rationale for each tax expenditure, the intended beneficiaries,
and an estimate of the revenue foregone.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for all tax expenditures.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for all tax expenditures.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements or some tax expenditures.
D. No, information related to tax expenditures is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.

Score: 0
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/ Cardoza, Julio Cesar. "Aproximación al Gasto
Tributario en Nicaragua: actualización metodológica del gasto tributario en Nicaragua." MInisterio de Hacienda
y Crédito Público (MHCP). Managua, Nicaragua. Octubre 2010:
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/documentos-organos-de-apoyo/documentos-politicastributarias/publicacion/Actualizacion_Metodologica_y_Estimacion_del_Gasto_Tributario_Nicaragua%20.pdf/vie
w Ley No.822. Ley de Concertación Tributaria.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/SILEG/Iniciativas.nsf/0/3636a2c1dc3dae2606257654006000c2/$FILE/Ley%20
No.%20822,%20Ley%20de%20concertaci%C3%B3n%20tributaria.pdf
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal and its annexes do not present any information on tax
expenditure. The only official government study published has been that prepared by Mr. Julio César Cardoza
Aguirre for the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit. However, said document is from 2010, and since then no
estimate or study has been conducted on this matter. Nevertheless, it should be stressed that Article 286 of
the Law of Taxation Adjustment states that the following information on exoneration and exemptions must be
included in the budget implementation report: "beneficiary name, assets, exonerated amount and legal basis
to grant the exemption." However, to date nor the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal, the approved budget or
the implementation reports include said data.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

046. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of earmarked
revenues?

A. Yes, estimates of all earmarked revenues are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all earmarked revenues are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all earmarked revenues are presented.
D. No, estimates of earmarked revenues are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.

Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República.
Presupuesto Ingresos por Rubro.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/C_01_PRESUP_INGRESO_RUBROS.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República. Detalles de
Renta con Destino Específico por Entidad.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_12_RENTAS_DE.pdf Ley No. 574. Ley de creación
del tributo especial para el financiamiento del fondo de mantenimiento vial (T-FOMAV).
http://www.dgi.gob.ni/documentos/Ley%20574%20Ley%20de%20Creacion%20del%20Tributo%20Especial%20
para%20el%20Financiamiento%20Vial.pdf Ley No. 706. Ley de Reforma a la Ley No. 355. Ley Creadora del
Fondo de Mantenimiento Vial, FOMAV".
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/SILEG/Gacetas.nsf/15a7e7ceb5efa9c6062576eb0060b321/4cb8361a3d326c1
30625773e006a9f5c/$FILE/Ley%20No.%20706,%20Ley%20de%20reforma%20a%20la%20Ley%20No.%20355,%
20Ley%20creadora%20del%20Fondo%20de%20Mantenimiento%20Vial.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto General
de la República. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Ministerio de Gobernación.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_08_03_MIGOB.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_14_03_MAGFOR.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Ministerio de Salud.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_16_03_MINSA.pdf
Comments: The 2014 EBP specifies the estimated amount for Assigned Revenue and a table showing the
Ministry to which they have been allocated to. On the other hand, when accessing the budgets of these
institutions that receive "Assigned Revenue," the type of expenditure financed can be identified (current
expenditure or capital expenditure). The detail of capital and current expenditure identifies budgetary items
financed by Earmarked Revenue. Also, the detail of revenue sources specifies the special tax for the Road
Maintenance Fund (FOMAV, by its Spanish acronym), which, in accordance with its creating law, is the tax
applied to oil by-products. Said tax is specifically allocated to the financing of national road maintenance, and
one part is allocated to municipalities.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

047. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on how the
proposed budget (both new proposals and existing policies) is
linked to government’s policy goals for the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for the

budget year are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for the
budget year are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how the proposed budget is linked to some but not all of the government’s
policy goals for the budget year is presented.
D. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals for the budget
year is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título I. Disposiciones
Generales. Exposicion de Motivos.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/A_01_Expo_Motivos_2014.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano
Plazo. Plan Nacional de Desarrollo Humano.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_1_MGMP_PNDH.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.
Programa Economico Financiero.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_3_0_MGMP_PEF.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco
Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf
Comments: Governmental policies and their goals are based on strategic lines that are derived from the
National Plan for Human Development (PNDH, for its Spanish acronym). The most important policies of the
PNDH and their relationship to the national budget can be seen in the Bill, the Financial and Economic
Program, and the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework. However, it only mentions the most important
policies, and the information is not described in detail, only in general, and not all policies are linked to their
budgetary line-items. On the other hand, if we analyze each institution we can see that they include their goals
and budget for each program; however, there is no aggregated information on policy, goals and budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

048. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present information on how the
proposed budget (both new proposals and existing policies) is
linked to government’s policy goals for a multi-year period (for
at least two years beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for a multiyear period are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates that show how the proposed budget is linked to all the government’s policy goals for a multiyear period are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, information that shows how the proposed budget is linked to some but not all of the government’s
policy goals for a multi-year period is presented.
D. No, information on the link between the budget and the government’s stated policy goals for a multi-year
period is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Plan Nacional de Desarrollo Humano.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_1_MGMP_PNDH.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo.
Programa Economico Financiero.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_3_0_MGMP_PEF.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco
Fiscal de Mediano Plazo. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_4_MGMP_MFMP.pdf
Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario
de Mediano Plazo. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_9_MGMP_MHCP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco
de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_7_MGMP_MINREX.pdf
Comments: The Medium-Term Expenditure Framework shows that each institution includes their goals based
on each program and these represent one or several government policies. However, not all institutions have

this information. Also, as stated in question No. 47, there is no aggregated information on all policies with
goals and budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

049. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present nonfinancial data on inputs to
be acquired for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are provided for each program within all administrative
units (or functions).
B. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are presented for all administrative units (or functions) but
not for all (or any) programs.
C. Yes, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are presented for some programs and/or some
administrative units (or functions).
D. No, nonfinancial data on inputs to be acquired are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Presupuesto General
de la República. Sección II. Presupuesto de Egresos. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo II. Anexos de los Presupuestos
de los Órganos y Entidades Descentralizadas. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Ejemplos: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Presupuesto
General de la República. Ministerio de Educación.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_13_03_MINED.pdf
Comments: This level of detail can be found by reviewing each institution. The 22 governmental institutions
present non financial data (called goals, which are based on the functions of each institution) by program. They
include non financial information on inputs and expected results. For instance, the Ministry of Education
contemplates the introduction of 500 "New positions created for Initial Education teachers." However, entities,
bodies, decentralized entities and governmental companies do not disaggregate this information.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

050. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present nonfinancial data on results (in
terms of outputs or outcomes) for at least the budget year?

A. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are provided for each program within all administrative units (or
functions).
B. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are presented for all administrative units (or functions) but not for all (or
any) programs.
C. Yes, nonfinancial data on results are presented for some programs and/or some administrative units (or
functions).
D. No, nonfinancial data on results are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Presupuesto General
de la República. Sección II. Presupuesto de Egresos. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo II. Anexos de los Presupuestos
de los Órganos y Entidades Descentralizadas. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/
Ejemplos: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Presupuesto
General de la República. Ministerio de Defensa.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_10_03_MIDEF.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Presupuesto General de la República. Ministerio
Agropecuario y Forestal. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_14_03_MAGFOR.pdf
Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Titulo II. Presupuesto General de la
República. Ministerio de Transporte e Infraestructura.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/D_15_03_MTI.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto General
de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo II. Anexos de los Presupuestos de los Órganos y Entidades
Descentralizadas. Fondo de Mantenimiento Vial.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/G_14_02_FOMAV.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo II. Anexos de los Presupuestos de los Órganos y Entidades

Descentralizadas. Instituto de la Vivienda Urbana y Rural.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/G_15_02_INVUR.pdf
Comments: This level of detail can be found by reviewing each institution that receives budget allocations. The
22 governmental institutions present non financial data (called goals, which are based on the functions of each
institution) by program. They include non financial information on inputs and expected results. For instance,
the Ministry of Defense, in its National Defense program, specifies a series of results such as "Community
leaders trained in risk management," or "Trained members of volunteer brigades." However, entities, bodies,
decentralized entities and governmental companies do not disaggregate this information.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

051. Are performance targets assigned to nonfinancial data on
results in the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation?

A. Yes, performance targets are assigned to all nonfinancial data on results.
B. Yes, performance targets are assigned to most nonfinancial data on results.
C. Yes, performance targets are assigned to some nonfinancial data on results.
D. No, performance targets are not assigned to nonfinancial data on results, or the budget does not present
nonfinancial data on results.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco
Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco de Gasto Institucional de Mediano Plazo.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/ Ejemplos: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la
República y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano Plazo. Marco de Gasto
Institucional de Mediano Plazo. Ministerio de Fomento, Industria y Comercio.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_7_10_MGMP_MIFIC.pdf
Comments: The Medium-Term Expenditure Framework of the MTEF shows that several institutions specify

some non financial data on results. However, this information does not show the connection between input,
output and the results indicator (performance).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

052. Does the Executive’s Budget Proposal or any supporting
budget documentation present estimates of policies (both new
proposals and existing policies) that are intended to benefit
directly the country’s most impoverished populations in at
least the budget year?

A. Yes, estimates of all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished
populations are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished
populations are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of some but not all policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most
impoverished populations are presented.
D. No, estimates of policies that are intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations
are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Proyecto de Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título I. Disposiciones
Generales. Exposicion de Motivos.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/A_01_Expo_Motivos_2014.pdf Proyecto de
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo al PGR. Marco Presupuestario de Mediano
Plazo. Plan Nacional de Desarrollo Humano.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/F_1_MGMP_PNDH.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexo del Presupuesto General de la República. Detalle
del Gasto de Estrategia y Reducción de la Pobreza.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_10_DETALLE_ERP.pdf Proyecto de Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexo del Presupuesto General de la República. Detalle

del Gasto de Estrategia y Reducción de la Pobreza por Fuente de Financiamiento.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/ppresupuesto2014/E_11_DETALLE_ERP_FF.pdf
Comments: The policy benefiting the poorest population in the country is the Poverty Reduction Strategy (ERP,
by its Spanish acronym). The annexes of the Executive's Budget Proposal specify the amount and disaggregate
it by institution, program and project. The statement of reasons mentions briefly some of these programs,
such as the Food Productive Bonus, Zero Usury, subsidy for transportation, electricity, drinking water:
however, it does not include an aggregated description of the strategy. Each institutions participating in the
strategy should be reviewed to know details about each program.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

053. Does the executive release to the public its timetable for
formulating the Executive’s Budget Proposal (that is, a
document setting deadlines for submissions from other
government entities, such as line ministries or subnational
government, to the Ministry of Finance or whatever central
government agency is in charge of coordinating the budget’s
formulation)?

A. Yes, a detailed timetable is released to the public.
B. Yes, a timetable is released, but some details are excluded.
C. Yes, a timetable is released, but it lacks important details.
D. No, a timetable is not issued to the public.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument

Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public credit (MHCP, by its Spanish acronym) does not issue a
calendar for the preparation of the budget. It can only be found in Law No. 550, Law on Financial
Administration and Budgetary Regime, article 30, paragraph 3, specifying that the MHCP shall submit the
budgetary policy to the various institutions, entities and bodies that receive items of the national budget, with
a view to preparing their budgets. The national budget proposal shall be submitted before October 15.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

Section 3. Comprehensiveness of Other Key Budget Documents
054. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
macroeconomic forecast upon which the budget projections
are based? (The core information must include a discussion of
the economic outlook with estimates of nominal GDP level,
inflation rate, real GDP growth, and interest rates.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the macroeconomic forecast.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the macroeconomic forecast is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/programa-economico-financiero-2013-2016/PEF20132016.pdf/view
Comments: According to information provided by Finance officials in previous years, the preliminary
document is prepared for internal use, i.e. it is not published for public consultation. However, this year, the
website of the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (MHCP) posted a document called Financial Economic
Program, which includes some characteristics of the Pre-Budget Statement. Nevertheless, the document was

published less than a month before the presentation of the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR)
(according to the website of the MHCP, it was published on September 20, while the 2014 PGR was submitted
to the National Assembly on October 15). Therefore, this questions does not apply to Nicaragua since the
document is considered as NOT PRODUCED.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
Suggested Answer: e.

055. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
government’s expenditure policies and priorities that will guide
the development of detailed estimates for the upcoming
budget? (The core information must include a discussion of
expenditure policies and priorities and an estimate of total
expenditures.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the government’s expenditure policies and
priorities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the government’s expenditure policies and priorities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the government’s expenditure policies and priorities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/programa-economico-financiero-2013-2016/PEF20132016.pdf/view
Comments: According to information provided by Finance officials in previous years, the preliminary
document is prepared for internal use, i.e. it is not published for public consultation. However, this year, the
website of the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (MHCP) posted a document called Financial Economic
Program, which includes some characteristics of the Pre-Budget Statement. Nevertheless, the document was
published less than a month before the presentation of the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR)

(according to the website of the MHCP, it was published on September 20, while the 2014 PGR was submitted
to the National Assembly on October 15). Therefore, this questions does not apply to Nicaragua since the
document is considered as NOT PRODUCED.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
Suggested Answer: b.

056. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present information on the
government’s revenue policies and priorities that will guide the
development of detailed estimates for the upcoming budget?
(The core information must include a discussion of revenue
policies and priorities and an estimate of total revenues.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the government’s revenue policies and
priorities.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the government’s revenue policies and priorities.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to the government’s revenue policies and priorities is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/programa-economico-financiero-2013-2016/PEF20132016.pdf/view
Comments: According to information provided by Finance officials in previous years, the preliminary
document is prepared for internal use, i.e. it is not published for public consultation. However, this year, the
website of the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (MHCP) posted a document called Financial Economic
Program, which includes some characteristics of the Pre-Budget Statement. Nevertheless, the document was
published less than a month before the presentation of the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR)
(according to the website of the MHCP, it was published on September 20, while the 2014 PGR was submitted
to the National Assembly on October 15). Therefore, this questions does not apply to Nicaragua since the

document is considered as NOT PRODUCED.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
Suggested Answer: c.

057. Does Pre-Budget Statement present three estimates related
to government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/programa-economico-financiero-2013-2016/PEF20132016.pdf/view
Comments: According to information provided by Finance officials in previous years, the preliminary
document is prepared for internal use, i.e. it is not published for public consultation. However, this year, the
website of the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (MHCP) posted a document called Financial Economic
Program, which includes some characteristics of the Pre-Budget Statement. Nevertheless, the document was
published less than a month before the presentation of the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR)
(according to the website of the MHCP, it was published on September 20, while the 2014 PGR was submitted
to the National Assembly on October 15). Therefore, this questions does not apply to Nicaragua since the
document is considered as NOT PRODUCED.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.
Suggested Answer: e.

058. Does the Pre-Budget Statement present estimates of total
expenditures for a multi-year period (at least two-years
beyond the budget year)?

A. Yes, multi-year expenditure estimates are presented.
B. No, multi-year expenditure estimates are not presented.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 0
Sources: http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/programa-economico-financiero-2013-2016/PEF20132016.pdf/view
Comments: According to information provided by Finance officials in previous years, the preliminary
document is prepared for internal use, i.e. it is not published for public consultation. However, this year, the
website of the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (MHCP) posted a document called Financial Economic
Program, which includes some characteristics of the Pre-Budget Statement. Nevertheless, the document was
published less than a month before the presentation of the 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal (PPGR)
(according to the website of the MHCP, it was published on September 20, while the 2014 PGR was submitted
to the National Assembly on October 15). Therefore, this questions does not apply to Nicaragua since the
document is considered as NOT PRODUCED.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: It is actually unknown, but, since the preparation of the annual budget is increasingly more closely
related to the preparation of the medium term fiscal and budgetary framework, as well as medium term
sectoral budgets, this would require the setting of medium term budgetary ceilings (indicative).

059. Does the Enacted Budget present expenditure estimates by
any of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure
classifications.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la
República. Clasificación por Institución. Pág. 69.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/D_01_CLASIF_INSTITUCIONAL.pdf Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Clasificación por
Institución. Asignaciones y Subvenciones.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/D_02_ASIG_SUBVENCIONES.pdf Presupuesto General
de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República. Clasificación
Funcional. Pág. 475. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_14_CLASIF_FUNCIONAL.pdf
Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la
República. Estructura Funcional del Gasto 2014. Pág. 476.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_15_ESTRUCT_GASTO.pdf Presupuesto General de la
República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República. Estructura Funcional
del Gasto 2014/Asignaciones y Subvenciones. Pág. 477-479.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_16_ESTRUCT_GASTO_AS.pdf Presupuesto General
de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República. Clasificación
Institucional Economica. Pág. 480. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_17_CIE.pdf
Comments: The 2014 General Budget of the Republic (PGR), as well as the Executive's Budget Proposal 2014,
include the estimate of the expenditure in the 3 categories (administrative, functional and economic).
Regarding these classifications, we have the information as in the 2014 EBP.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

060. Does the Enacted Budget present expenditure estimates for
individual programs?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all,
expenditures.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of
expenditures.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/ Instituciones: Presupuesto General de la República
2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Asamblea Nacional. Pag. 79.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/D_03_03_AN.pdf Presupuesto General de la República
2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Corte Suprema de Justicia. Pag. 90.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/D_04_03_CSJ.pdf Presupuesto General de la República
2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Contraloria General de la República. Pag.
111. http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/D_06_03_CGR.pdf Presupuesto General de la
República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la República. Ministerio de Defensa. Pag.159.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/D_10_03_MIDEF.pdf
Comments: The 2014 General Budget of the Republic (PPGR 2014), presents expenditure information
disaggregated by programs for each of the 22 institutions that comprise the central government. Also, it lists
the financing source for each program. This information can be seen reviewing the expenditure estimates for
each institution. These 22 institutions represent 95% of the whole 2014 PGR. The remaining 5% is represented
by the "decentralized bodies and entities", which do not disaggregate their budgets per programs, just at an
aggregated level.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

061. Does the Enacted Budget present revenue estimates by
category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Enacted Budget does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la
República. Presupuesto de Ingresos por Rubro. Pág. 65.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/C_01_PRESUP_INGRESO_RUBROS.pdf Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República.
Presupuesto de Ingresos por Rubro/Unidad Recaudadora. Pág. 376.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_02_ING_POR_UNI_REC.pdf
Comments: The 2014 General Budget of the Republic (PGR), as well as the Executive's Budget Proposal,
include information on revenue by category: Tax, non tax, property income and current transfers. Also, this
type of information is detailed by collection unit: Directorate of Revenue, Directorate General of Customs
Services, and Treasury of the Republic.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

062. Does the Enacted Budget present individual sources of
revenue?

A. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.

B. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not
all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Enacted Budget presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all
revenues.
D. No, the Enacted Budget does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Título II. Presupuesto General de la
República. Presupuesto de Ingresos por Rubro. Pág. 65.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/C_01_PRESUP_INGRESO_RUBROS.pdf Presupuesto
General de la República 2014 y su Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República.
Presupuesto de Ingresos por Rubro/Unidad Recaudadora. Pág. 376.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_02_ING_POR_UNI_REC.pdf
Comments: The 2014 General Budget of the Republic (PGR), as well as the Executive's Budget Proposal,
include information on revenue individually and also by collecting unit. That means that it specifies each tax
revenue and non tax revenue by amount and entity in charge of their collection (in this case, the Directorate of
Revenue, Directorate General of Customs Services, and Treasury of the Republic).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

063. Does the Enacted Budget present three estimates related to
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing required during the budget year; the total debt
outstanding at the end of the budget year; and interest
payments on the debt for the budget year?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.

D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Presupuesto General de la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General
de la República. Balance Presupuestario de Ingresos y Gastos 2014. Pág. 375.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_01_BALANCE_PRESUP.pdf Presupuesto General de
la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República. Servicio de la
Deuda Pública Interna. Pág. 377.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_03_DETALLE_PAG_INT.pdf Presupuesto General de
la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República. Servicio de la
Deuda Pública Externa. Pág. 378.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_04_DETALLE_PAG_EXT.pdf Presupuesto General de
la República 2014 y Anexo MPMP. Anexo I. Anexos del Presupuesto General de la República. Desglose del
Financiamiento del Déficit. Pág. 392-402.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/hacienda/presupuesto2014/E_06_DESGLOSE_DEFICIT.pdf
Comments: The 2014 General Budget of the Republic includes two of the 3 estimates related to loans and
debts. (1) It describes how the budgetary deficit will be financed (through donations, external and internal
financing); that is to say, it specifies the net borrowing requirement by the government for the budget year
(specified in the revenue and expenditure balance). In addition, (2) it describes the amount of debt servicing
(repayment schedule, interests, commissions); however, (3) it does not describe any projection on the total
amount of the public debt accumulated (debt stock) at the beginning and the end of the budget year.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

064. What information is provided in the Citizens Budget? (The
core information must include expenditure and revenue totals,
the main policy initiatives in the budget, the macroeconomic
forecast upon which the budget is based, and contact
information for follow-up by citizens.)

A. The Citizens Budget provides information beyond the core elements.

B. The Citizens Budget provides the core information.
C. The Citizens Budget provides information, but it excludes some core elements.
D. The Citizens Budget is not published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: Governmental authorities have never prepared the Citizens Budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

065. How is the Citizens Budget disseminated to the public?

A. A Citizens Budget is disseminated widely through a combination of at least three different appropriate tools
and media (such as the Internet, billboards, radio programs, newspapers, etc.).
B. A Citizens Budget is published by using at least two, but less than three, means of dissemination, but no
other dissemination efforts are undertaken by the executive.
C. A Citizens Budget is disseminated only by using one means of dissemination.
D. A Citizens Budget is not published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni

Comments: As in the previous question, the government does not publish or produce a citizens budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

066. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s requirements for budget information prior to
publishing the Citizens Budget?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information
in the Citizen’s Budget, and these mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information
in the Citizen’s Budget; while these mechanisms are accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget information
in the Citizen’s Budget, but these mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s requirements for budget
information in the Citizen’s Budget.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: Since there is no citizens budget, the Executive does not set mechanisms to identify the
information requirements from people for the information included in this document.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

067. Are “citizens” versions of budget documents published
throughout the budget process?

A. A citizens version of budget documents is published for each of the four stages of the budget process
(budget formulation, enactment, execution, and audit).
B. A citizens version of budget documents is published for at least two of the four stages of the budget
process.
C. A citizens version of budget documents is published for at least one stage of the budget process.
D. No citizens version of budget documents is published.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: The government does no publish any "citizen" version of the budgetary documents.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

068. Do the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by any
of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by all three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures by only one of the three expenditure classifications.
D. No, the In-Year Reports do not present actual expenditures by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.

Score: 100
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero-Junio 2013.
Cuadros No. 4, 5, 6, 6-A, 6-A-1-2, 7,
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Septiembre 2013. Cuadros No. 4, 5, 6, 6-A, 6-A-1-2, 7,
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Marzo 2014. Cuadros No. 4, 5, 6, 6-A, 6-A-1-2, 7.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2014/INFORME%20DE%20LA%20EJECUCION
%20PRESUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202014.pdf/view
Comments: The reports submitted during the current year include the updated expenditure budget, as well as
the expenditure accrued/executed until then (in Nicaragua, reports are quarterly), in the 3 different
classifications.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

069. Do the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for
individual programs?

A. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but
not all, expenditures.
C. Yes, the In-Year Reports present actual expenditures for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of
expenditures.
D. No, the In-Year Reports do not present actual expenditures by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero-Junio 2013.

Cuadro No.12
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Septiembre 2013. Cuadro No.12
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Marzo 2014. Cuadro No. 12
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2014/INFORME%20DE%20LA%20EJECUCION
%20PRESUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202014.pdf/view
Comments: Table No. 12 of the In-Year Reports shows the real expenditure of some of the programs of the 22
institutions that comprise the central government. However, they only make reference to the programs that
include a component of capital expenditure. These account for less than two thirds of the total expenditure.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

070. Do the In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date
expenditures with either the original estimate for that period
(based on the enacted budget) or the same period in the
previous year?

A. Yes, comparisons are made for expenditures presented in the In-Year Reports.
B. No, comparisons are not made for expenditures presented in the In-Year Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero-Junio 2013.
Cuadros No.1-2; 6-7; 11,11-A; 13-15; 17-20; 22-25.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Septiembre 2013. Cuadros No.1-2; 6-7; 11,11-A; 13-15; 17-20; 22-25.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución

Presupuestaria Enero-Marzo 2014. Cuadros No.1-2; 6-7; 11,11-A; 13-15; 17-20; 22-25.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2014/INFORME%20DE%20LA%20EJECUCION
%20PRESUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202014.pdf/view
Comments: The In-Year Reports include, in their tables, the level of expenditure execution as of that date,
related to approved levels, or if applicable, based on any budgetary modification. There is no comparison to
the execution level as of the same date of the previous year.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

071. Do In-Year Reports present actual revenue by category
(such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, In-Year Reports present actual revenue by category.
B. No, In-Year Reports do not present actual revenue by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero-Junio 2013.
Cuadros No.1-3, 3-A,3-B.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Septiembre 2013. Cuadro No.1
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Marzo 2014. Cuadros No.1-3, 3-A,3-B.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2014/INFORME%20DE%20LA%20EJECUCION
%20PRESUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202014.pdf/view
Comments: The In-Year Reports include the data of real revenue by categories, that is: Tax, Non Tax, Property
Income and Current Transfers.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

072. Do In-Year Reports present the individual sources of
revenue for actual revenues collected?

A. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but
not all, revenue.
C. Yes, In-Year Reports present individual sources of actual revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all
revenue.
D. No, In-Year Reports do not present individual sources of actual revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero-Junio 2013.
Cuadros No.1-3, 3-A,3-B.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Septiembre 2013. Cuadro No.1
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Marzo 2014. Cuadros No.1-3, 3-A,3-B.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2014/INFORME%20DE%20LA%20EJECUCION
%20PRESUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202014.pdf/view
Comments: The In-Year Reports include the data of real/perceived as of that date, individually. They specify
each tax, non-tax revenue, as well as property income, current transfers and, in some cases, capital revenue.
Also, the information is detailed by collecting unit (Directorate of Revenue, Directorate General of Customs
Services, and Treasury).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

073. Do the In-Year Reports compare actual year-to-date
revenues with either the original estimate for that period
(based on the enacted budget) or the same period in the
previous year?

A. Yes, comparisons are made for revenues presented in the In-Year Reports.
B. No, comparisons are not made for revenues presented in the In-Year Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero-Junio 2013.
Cuadros No.1-3, 3-A,3-B.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Septiembre 2013. Cuadro No.1
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Marzo 2014. Cuadros No.1-3, 3-A,3-B.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2014/INFORME%20DE%20LA%20EJECUCION
%20PRESUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202014.pdf/view
Comments: The reports submitted during the year make a comparison based on the approved budget for
each revenue category and also individually. The approved or updated budget is presented (depending
whether there was a reform), as well as the accrued budget and the execution level. There is no comparison to
the execution level as of the same date of the previous year.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The narrative section of the provides a percentage comparison to the collection of the different
types of taxes and income regarding the same period as the previous year.

074. Do In-Year Reports present three estimates related to actual
government borrowing and debt: the amount of net new
borrowing; the total debt outstanding; and interest payments?

A. Yes, all three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
B. Yes, two of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
C. Yes, one of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are presented.
D. No, none of the three estimates related to government borrowing and debt are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero-Junio 2013.
Cuadros No.1, 14-15, 23-24.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Septiembre 2013. Cuadros No.1, 14-15, 23-24.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Marzo 2014. Cuadros No.1, 14-15, 23-24.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2014/INFORME%20DE%20LA%20EJECUCION
%20PRESUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202014.pdf/view
Comments: Quarterly reports, as well as the Executive's Budget Proposal and the Approved Budget, include
only the amount on new net loans, the payment of interest both on the domestic and the external debt. There
is no detail regarding the amount of the total debt at that time of the year.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

075. Do In-Year Reports present information related to the
composition of the total actual debt outstanding? (The core
information must include interest rates on the debt
instruments; maturity profile of the debt; and whether it is
domestic or external debt.)

A. Yes, information beyond the core elements is presented for the composition of the total actual debt
outstanding.
B. Yes, the core information is presented for the composition of the total actual debt outstanding.
C. Yes, information is presented, but it excludes some core elements.
D. No, information related to composition of total actual debt outstanding is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución Presupuestaria Enero-Junio 2013.
Cuadros No.1, 14-15, 23-24.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe%20Ejecucion%20Presupuestari
a%20Enero-Junio%202013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Septiembre 2013. Cuadros No.1, 14-15, 23-24.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/Informe_Ejecucion_PresupuestariaEnero-Septiembre2013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de la Ejecución
Presupuestaria Enero-Marzo 2014. Cuadros No.1, 14-15, 23-24.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2014/INFORME%20DE%20LA%20EJECUCION
%20PRESUPUESTARIA%20ENERO-MARZO%202014.pdf/view
Comments: Quarterly reports submitted during the year do not include information on the current
outstanding debt (debt stock). The data specified is limited to show the level of implementation of loans and
donations budgeted for the current year, as well as payments of interests, and commissions and the
outstanding debt. It specifies in a comprehensive way the amount of the debt contracted in the year, i.e.,
whether it is domestic debt or external loans. The government conducts a quarterly analysis of the public debt,
but the party responsible for it is the Central Bank of Nicaragua, and the analysis is posted on its website.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The analysis includes only the new external and domestic indebtedness. It does not include any
information related to the interest rates of loans or new debt contracted, nor their maturity profiles.

076. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include an updated
macroeconomic forecast for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, the estimates for the macroeconomic forecast have been updated, and an explanation of all of the
differences between the original and updated forecasts is presented.
B. Yes, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have been updated, and an explanation of some of the
differences between the original and updated forecasts is presented.
C. Yes, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have been updated, but an explanation of the differences
between the original and updated forecast is not presented.
D. No, the estimates for macroeconomic forecast have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit does not produce a Mid-Year Review document,
therefore, there is no updating of macroeconomic forecasts. Something that could be similar is the JanuaryJuly quarterly implementation report, since it shows budgetary implementation until the half of the year.
However, this information is just a minimum part of what should be included in a Mid-Year Review document.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

077. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
expenditure estimates for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the
original and updated expenditure estimates is presented.
B. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the
original and updated expenditure estimates is presented.
C. Yes, expenditure estimates have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original
and updated expenditure estimates is not presented.
D. No, expenditure estimates have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit does not produce a Mid-Year Review document,
therefore, there is no updating of expenditure estimates. Something that could be similar is the January-July
quarterly implementation report, since it shows budgetary implementation until the half of the year. However,
this information is just a minimum part of what should be included in a Mid-Year Review document.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The January-June Quarterly Implementation Report or any of the three Quarterly Implementation
reports, do not include reviewed estimates of the expenditure for the year, unless modifications were made to
the Budget. Said modifications occur when the Executive Branch, based on the latest information, considers it
relevant to make revisions of any kind of significance in the revenue and/or expenditure projections. Then, it
must submit a budget reform initiative to the National Assembly for its approval. Otherwise, the Quarterly
Implementation reports include information only on the implemented expenditure at the end of the first three
quarters, in accordance with the three classifications.

078. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present
expenditure estimates by any of the three expenditure
classifications (by administrative, economic, or functional
classification)?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure
classifications.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit does not produce a Mid-Year Review document,
therefore, there is no update of expenditure estimates by administrative, functional or economic classification.
Something that could be similar is the January-July quarterly implementation report, since it shows budgetary
implementation until the half of the year. However, this information is just a minimum part of what should be
included in a Mid-Year Review document.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The January-June Quarterly Implementation Report or any of the three Quarterly Implementation
reports, do not include reviewed estimates of the expenditure for the year, unless modifications were made to
the Budget. Said modifications occur when the Executive Branch, based on the latest information, considers it
relevant to make revisions of any kind of significance in the revenue and/or expenditure projections. Then, it
must submit a budget reform initiative to the National Assembly for its approval. Otherwise, the Quarterly
Implementation reports include information only on the implemented expenditure at the end of the first three
quarters, in accordance with the three classifications.

079. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present
expenditure estimates for individual programs?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all,

expenditures.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of
expenditures.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit does not produce a Mid-Year Review document,
therefore, there is no update on expenditure estimates by individual programs. Something that could be
similar is the January-July quarterly implementation report, since it shows budgetary implementation until the
half of the year. However, this information is just a minimum part of what should be included in a Mid-Year
Review document.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The January-June Quarterly Implementation Report or any of the three Quarterly Implementation
reports, do not include reviewed estimates of the expenditure for the year, unless modifications were made to
the Budget. Said modifications occur when the Executive Branch, based on the latest information, considers it
relevant to make revisions of any kind of significance in the revenue and/or expenditure projections. Then, it
must submit a budget reform initiative to the National Assembly for its approval. Otherwise, the Quarterly
Implementation reports include information only on the implemented expenditure at the end of the first three
quarters, and the information regarding the implementation by program makes reference only to capital
expenditure.

080. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
revenue estimates for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, and an explanation of all of the differences between the original
and updated revenue estimates is presented.
B. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, and an explanation of some of the differences between the
original and updated revenue estimates is presented.

C. Yes, revenue estimates have been updated, but an explanation of the differences between the original and
updated revenue estimates is not presented.
D. No, revenue estimates have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit does not produce a Mid-Year Review document,
therefore, there is no update on revenue estimates for the current budget year. Something that could be
similar is the January-July quarterly implementation report, since it shows budgetary implementation until the
half of the year. However, this information is just a minimum part of what should be included in a Mid-Year
Review document.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The January-June Quarterly Implementation Report or any of the three Quarterly Implementation
reports, do not include reviewed estimates of the revenue or expenditure for the year, unless modifications
were made to the Budget. Said modifications occur when the Executive Branch, based on the latest
information, considers it relevant to make revisions of any kind of significance in the revenue and/or
expenditure projections. Then, it must submit a budget reform initiative to the National Assembly for its
approval. Otherwise, the Quarterly Implementation reports include information only on the implemented
expenditure and revenue.

081. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present revenue
estimates by category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua

B.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit does not produce a Mid-Year Review document,
therefore, at that time, there is no update on revenue estimates per category. Something that could be similar
is the January-July quarterly implementation report, since it shows budgetary implementation until the half of
the year. However, this information is just a minimum part of what should be included in a Mid-Year Review
document.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The January-June Quarterly Implementation Report or any of the three Quarterly Implementation
reports, do not include reviewed estimates of the revenue or expenditure for the year, unless modifications
were made to the Budget. Said modifications occur when the Executive Branch, based on the latest
information, considers it relevant to make revisions of any kind of significance in the revenue and/or
expenditure projections on in the need of indebtedness. Then, it must submit a budget reform initiative to the
National Assembly for its approval. Otherwise, the Quarterly Implementation reports include information only
on the implemented expenditure and revenue by category at the end of the first three quarters.

082. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget present individual
sources of revenue?

A. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but
not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Mid-Year Review presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all
revenues.
D. No, the Mid-Year Review does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0

Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni
Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit does not produce a Mid-Year Review document,
therefore, at that time, there is no individual updating of revenue estimates. Something that could be similar is
the January-July quarterly implementation report, since it shows budgetary implementation until the half of the
year. However, this information is just a minimum part of what should be included in a Mid-Year Review
document.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The January-June Quarterly Implementation Report or any of the three Quarterly Implementation
reports, do not include reviewed estimates of the revenue or expenditure for the year, unless modifications
were made to the Budget. Said modifications occur when the Executive Branch, based on the latest
information, considers it relevant to make revisions of any kind of significance in the revenue and/or
expenditure projections on in the need of indebtedness. Then, it must submit a budget reform initiative to the
National Assembly for its approval. Otherwise, the Quarterly Implementation reports include information only
on the implemented revenue by category and individual sources at the end of the first three quarters.

083. Does the Mid-Year Review of the budget include updated
estimates of government borrowing and debt, including its
composition, for the budget year underway?

A. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, and information on all of the
differences between the original and updated estimates is presented.
B. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, and information on some of the
differences between the original and updated estimates is presented.
C. Yes, estimates of government borrowing and debt have been updated, but information on the differences
between the original and updated estimates is not presented.
D. No, estimates of government borrowing and debt have not been updated.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.hacienda.gob.ni

Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit does not produce a Mid-Year Review document,
therefore, there is no updating of estimates on loans and total government debt. Something that could be
similar is the January-July quarterly implementation report, since it shows budgetary implementation until the
half of the year. However, this information is just a minimum part of what should be included in a Mid-Year
Review document.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The January-June Quarterly Implementation Report or any of the three Quarterly Implementation
reports, do not include reviewed estimates of the revenue or expenditure for the year, unless modifications
were made to the Budget. Said modifications occur when the Executive Branch, based on the latest
information, considers it relevant to make revisions of any kind of significance in the revenue and/or
expenditure projections on in the need of indebtedness. Then, it must submit a budget reform initiative to the
National Assembly for its approval. Otherwise, the Quarterly Implementation reports include information only
on the implemented loans and debt servicing at the end of the first three quarters.

084. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted levels (including in-year changes approved by the
legislature) and the actual outcome for expenditures?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all expenditures
are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all expenditures
are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for some but not all
expenditures are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for expenditures are
not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Pág. 1-9.

http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year-End Report presents quantitative and narrative of the modifications to the budget; in
this case for 2013. this information is specified in a comprehensive way and there are no specifications on the
changes by institution, program or project. Tables with quantitative information shows the status of the
budget after its modifications, as well as the percentage of budget implementation.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

085. Does the Year-End Report present expenditure estimates by
any of the three expenditure classifications (by administrative,
economic, or functional classification)?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by all three expenditure classifications (by
administrative, economic, and functional classification).
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by two of the three expenditure classifications.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimates by only one of the three expenditure
classifications.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present expenditure estimates by any expenditure classification.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Cuadros No. 4-7.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year- End Report of the 2013 General Budget of the Republic includes the expenditure for the
three classifications: administrative, economic and functional.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

086. Does the Year-End Report present expenditure estimates
for individual programs?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for all expenditures.
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all,
expenditures.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents estimates for programs accounting for less than two-thirds of
expenditures.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present expenditure estimates by program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Pág. 55-123.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del
Presupuesto General de la República 2013. Cuadro No. 12.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: In its narrative section, the Year-End Report presents expenditure estimated of the programs of
some institutions, which account for no more than three thirds of the expenditure. The 22 central government
institutions specify the updated and implemented budget of the programs of the following ministries: Ministry
of the Interior, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Family. This accounts for almost 34% of the
total expenditure. On the other hand, table No. 12 shows the actual expenditure of some programs of the 22
institutions that comprise the central government. However, they only make reference to the programs that
include a component of capital expenditure, accounting for around 23% of total expenditure.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

087. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted levels (including in-year changes approved by the
legislature) and the actual outcome for revenues?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all revenues are
presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for all revenues are
presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for some but not all
revenues are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted levels and the actual outcome for revenues are not
presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Pág. 1-11; 15-20. Cuadros No. 1-3B.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year-End Report includes very detailed information on revenue. First, in its narrative section,
it describes the goal of the tax and revenue policy; then it specifies what the budgeted levels were (including
modifications made during the year), as well as what was actually collected. The quantitative section specifies
revenues individually, comparing what was budgeted to what was actually perceived/collected.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

088. Does the Year-End Report present revenue estimates by
category (such as tax and non-tax)?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents revenue estimates by category.
B. No, the Year-End Report does not present revenue estimates by category.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Cuadros No. 1-3B.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year-End Report includes data on revenue by category: tax, non tax, property income, current
transfers, capital revenue.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

089. Does the Year-End Report present individual sources of
revenue?

A. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for all revenue.
B. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for at least two-thirds of, but
not all, revenue.
C. Yes, the Year-End Report presents individual sources of revenue accounting for less than two-thirds of all
revenues.
D. No, the Year-End Report does not present individual sources of revenue.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100

Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Cuadros No. 1-3.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year-End Report details revenue individually and by category. Also, all tax and non-tax
revenue are specified by collecting unit in the report (Directorate of Revenue, Directorate General of Customs
Services, Treasury).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

090. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of government borrowing and debt,
including its composition, for the fiscal year and the actual
outcome for that year?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of government borrowing and debt
for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for
the fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of government
borrowing and debt for the fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of government borrowing and debt for the
fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Pág. 10-15. Cuadros No. 1, 14-15.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view

Comments: The Year-End Report includes data on the differences between some of the key estimates both for
borrowing and debt. It details variations in loans and donations, as well as their origin and level of
implementation. The same is the case with the payment of interests on the debt. For its part, there is no
information on the total debt at the end of the period, nor on interest rates on the debt; nor on the debt's
repayment profile.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

091. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original macroeconomic forecast for the fiscal year and the
actual outcome for that year?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year
and the actual outcome for that year are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all the original macroeconomic assumptions for the fiscal year
and the actual outcome for that year are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original macroeconomic assumptions for
the fiscal year and the actual outcome for that year are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original macroeconomic forecast for the fiscal year and the
actual outcome for that year is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year-End Report does not include information on macroeconomic assumptions; nor on the
actual observed level.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

092. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the
actual outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the
actual outcome are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the
actual outcome are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimate of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on
inputs and the actual outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of nonfinancial data on inputs and the
actual outcome are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Pág. 55-123.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year-End Report shows narrative and quantitative data on some budgeted and actually
observed non financial data (inputs). The narrative section includes some tables detailing these data for
institutions such as: Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Family, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, National Technology Institute, among others. It also includes some of the goals that can be classified
as inputs, but it does not describe what the initially stated goal was.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

093. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the
actual outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and
the actual outcome are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and
the actual outcome are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimate of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of nonfinancial data on
results and the actual outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of nonfinancial data on results and the
actual outcome are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Pág. 55-123.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year-End Report shows narrative and quantitative data on some budgeted and actually
observed non financial data (results). The narrative section includes some tables detailing said data for
institutions such as: Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Family, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, National Technology Institute, among others. It also includes some of the goals that can be classified
as outputs, but it does not describe what the initially stated goal was. The issue lies in identifying which are
inputs and which are outputs. The report, as in the approved budget, does not categorize these non financial
resources as inputs or outputs.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

094. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the enacted level of funds for policies (both new proposals and
existing policies) that are intended to benefit directly the
country’s most impoverished populations and the actual
outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for all policies that are intended to benefit
directly the country’s most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented, along with a
narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for all policies that are intended to benefit
directly the country’s most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are presented, but a narrative
discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for some but not all of the policies that are
intended to benefit directly the country’s most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are
presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the enacted level for policies that are intended to benefit directly
the country’s most impoverished populations and the actual outcome are not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Pág. 52-54. Cuadro No. 20.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year-End Report includes a detail of the projects by institution that directly benefit the
poorest population in Nicaragua. However, the narrative section called Poverty Reduction Strategy does not
detail all of the policies included in it. For instance, social security, education, health. In this sense, we mean
that there is no detail on how the expenditure behaved for each of the policies that benefit the poorest
population in the country.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

095. Does the Year-End Report present the differences between
the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual
outcome?

A. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the
actual outcome are presented, along with a narrative discussion.
B. Yes, estimates of the differences between all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the
actual outcome are presented, but a narrative discussion is not included.
C. Yes, estimates of the differences between some but not all of the original estimates of extra-budgetary
funds and the actual outcome are presented.
D. No, estimates of the differences between the original estimates of extra-budgetary funds and the actual
outcome is not presented.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view
Comments: The Year-End Report includes no mention whatsoever on extra-budgetary funds. Extra-budgetary
funds exist in Nicaragua, such as the Venezuelan cooperation; however, they are not specified, narrated or
described.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Although public entities implement social programs financed with resources from the Venezuelan
cooperation, they do not include them in their budgets or financing sources.

096. Is a financial statement included as part of the Year-End
Report or released as a separate report?

A. Yes, a financial statement is part of the Year-End Report or is released as a separate report.
B. No, a financial statement is neither part of the Year-End Report nor released as a separate report.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Informe de Liquidación del Presupuesto General de la
República 2013. Pág. 10-15. Cuadro No. 1
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/presupuesto/informes/2013/INFORME%20DE%20LIQUIDACION%20
DEL%20PGR%202013.pdf/view Banco Central de Nicaragua. Boletin de Finanzas Públicas Enero-Diciembre
2013.
http://www.bcn.gob.ni/publicaciones/periodicidad/trimestral/finanzas_publicas/2013/finanzas_publicas_4.pdf
Comments: The Year-End Report includes only one description of the balance of the central government;
however, it does not delve into other types such as a Financial Statement or a Statement of Cash Flow. It is
similar to what is published by the Central Bank of Nicaragua. The Public Finance Newsletter, based on figures
provided by the Ministry of Finance, provides more detailed information on the public sector and its finances.
However, the information required by international good practices should be harmonized.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: There isn't still in Nicaragua a balance showing the equity status of the public sector.

097. What type of audits (compliance, financial, or performance)
has the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) conducted and made
available to the public?

A. The SAI has conducted all three types of audits (compliance, financial, or performance) and made them
available to the public.

B. The SAI has conducted two of the three types of audits, and made them available to the public.
C. The SAI has conducted one of the three types of audits, and made them available to the public.
D. The SAI has not conducted any of the three types of audits, or has not made them available to the public.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Contraloria General de la República. Auditoria Financiera y de Cumplimiento a la Ejecución
Presupuestaria por el Periodo del 1 de Enero al 31 de Diciembre de 2012. Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito
Público. Contraloría General de la República. Auditoria Financiera y de Cumplimiento a la Ejecución
Presupuestaria por el Periodo del 1 de Enero al 31 de Diciembre de 2012. Instituto de la Vivienda Urbana y
Rural. Contraloria General de la República. Auditoria Financiera y de Cumplimiento a la Ejecución
Presupuestaria por el Periodo del 1 de Enero al 31 de Diciembre de 2012. Dirección General de Servicios
Aduaneros. Contraloria General de la República. Auditoria Financiera y de Cumplimiento a la Ejecución
Presupuestaria por el Periodo del 1 de Enero al 31 de Diciembre de 2012. Procuraduría para la Defensa de los
Derechos Humanos.
Comments: The Supreme Audit Insitution (CGR, by its Spanish acronym) conducts the financial and
compliance audit for some of the institutions that receive budgetary items. According to information provided
by its offices, for 2012, around 28 institutions receiving budgetary items were audited.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

098. What percentage of expenditures within the mandate of the
Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) has been audited?

A. All expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
B. Expenditures representing at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have
been audited.
C. Expenditures representing less than two-thirds of expenditures within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
D. No expenditures have been audited.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Contraloría General de la República. Informes de Auditoría. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=37&Itemid=184 Contraloria General de la República. Informes de
Auditoria Financiera y de Cumplimiento a la Ejecución Presupuestaria. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=462&Itemid=184
Comments: The latest audits conducted by the CGR are those for 2012. They include 14 out of 22 central
government institutions and 12 decentralized entities. Adding up those budgets, it could be concluded that it is
less than two thirds of the total expenditure for that year. Institutions like the Ministry of Health or the Ministry
of Education are not audited. The file attached includes a list of the audits conducted in 2012.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

099. What percentage of extra-budgetary funds within the
mandate of the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) has been
audited?

A. All extra-budgetary funds within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
B. Extra-budgetary funds accounting for at least two-thirds of, but not all, expenditures associated with extrabudgetary funds within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
C. Extra-budgetary funds accounting for less than two-thirds of expenditures associated with extra-budgetary
funds within the SAI’s mandate have been audited.
D. No extra-budgetary funds have been audited.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0

Sources: Contraloría General de la República. Informes de Auditoría. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=37&Itemid=184 Contraloria General de la República. Informes de
Auditoria Financiera y de Cumplimiento a la Ejecución Presupuestaria. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=462&Itemid=184 Contraloria General de la República.Informe de
Auditorías Especiales. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=190&Itemid=184
Comments: The audits conducted by the CGR have not reviewed extra-budgetary funds. The better known
extra-budgetary fund is the Venezuelan cooperation; however, this cooperation is not subject to control and/or
revision.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

100. Does the annual Audit Report(s) prepared by the Supreme
Audit Institution (SAI) include an executive summary?

A. Yes, the annual Audit Report(s) includes one or more executive summaries summarizing the report’s
content.
B. No, the annual Audit Report(s) does not include an executive summary.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Contraloría General de la República. Informes de Auditoría. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=37&Itemid=184 Contraloria General de la República. Informes de
Auditoria Financiera y de Cumplimiento a la Ejecución Presupuestaria. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=462&Itemid=184
Comments: The audit reports prepared by the CGR do not include an executive summary. As already stated,
these reports are prepared only for some institutions; however, there is no executive summary to make the
analysis of information easier.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

101. Does the executive make available to the public a report on
what steps it has taken to address audit recommendations or
findings that indicate a need for remedial action?

A. Yes, the executive reports publicly on what steps it has taken to address audit findings.
B. Yes, the executive reports publicly on most audit findings.
C. Yes, the executive reports publicly on some audit findings.
D. No, the executive does not report on steps it has taken to address audit findings.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Contraloría General de la República. Informes de Auditoría. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=37&Itemid=184 Contraloria General de la República. Informes de
Auditoria Financiera y de Cumplimiento a la Ejecución Presupuestaria. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=938&Itemid=184 La Prensa. Funcionarios públicos sancionados por
corrupción. http://www.laprensa.com.ni/2014/06/27/poderes/200628-funcionarios-publicos-sancionadoscorrupcion
Comments: The Executive does not report on the steps recommended or adopted in the face of the results
obtained in the audits conducted by the CGR. Nevertheless, this year the CGR reported to the National
Assembly on the findings of the audits conducted, but there is no public document summarizing all of this
information.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

102. Does either the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) or legislature
release to the public a report that tracks actions taken by the
executive to address audit recommendations?

A. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on what steps the executive has taken to address all audit
recommendations.
B. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on most audit recommendations.
C. Yes, the SAI or legislature reports publicly on some audit recommendations.
D. No, neither the SAI nor legislature reports on steps the executive has taken to address audit
recommendations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Contraloría General de la República. Informes de Auditoría. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=37&Itemid=184 Contraloria General de la República. Informes de
Auditoria Financiera y de Cumplimiento a la Ejecución Presupuestaria. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=938&Itemid=184 La Prensa. Funcionarios públicos sancionados por
corrupción. http://www.laprensa.com.ni/2014/06/27/poderes/200628-funcionarios-publicos-sancionadoscorrupcion
Comments: Usually, there are no reports prepared or published mentioning how the Executive has acted on
and/or implemented the recommendations made through the audits. Nevertheless, this year the CGR
reported to the National Assembly on the findings of the audits conducted, but there is no public document
summarizing all of this information.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: Neither the auditing entity nor the National Assembly presents the public with a report recording
the steps taken by the Executive Branch to address the recommendations of the audit.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
We agree with the comment of the reviewer. It is not known whether there is any document that summarizes
the steps taken by the Executive to take into account the recommendations made by the CGR. We answered D
at first, but we changed it because we considered that the CGR reports submitted to the national Assembly
included the steps taken by the Executive ; however, we can say that they only report on the sanctions applied
to some officials due to some administrative responsibilities.

Section 4. Strength of Oversight Institutions
103. Does the legislature have internal capacity to conduct
budget analyses or use independent research capacity for such
analyses?

A. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office/unit attached to the legislature, and it has sufficient
staffing, resources, and analytical capacity to carry out its tasks.
B. Yes, there is a specialized budget research office, but its staffing and other resources, including adequate
funding, are insufficient to carry out its tasks.
C. Yes, there are independent researchers outside the legislature that can perform budget analyses and the
legislature takes advantage of this capacity, but there is no specialized office attached to the legislature.
D. No, the legislature has neither internal capacity nor access to independent research capacity for budget
analyses.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario. Arto. 70.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument http://www.asamblea.gob.ni/direccion-de-general-de-analisis-y-seguimiento-al-gasto-publico/
Entrevista personal con diputado Carlos Langrand (Partido Liberal Independiente). Junio 18, 2014.
Comments: The National Assembly of Nicaragua has the General Directorate of Public Expenditure Analysis
and Follow Up, which is coordinated by the Production, Economy and Budget Commission. According to the
organization chart of the National Assembly, the Directorate has a division in charge of analyzing and
investigating economic and budgetary matters. However, according to statements from Deputy Carlos
Langrand, Vice President of said commission, the staff of said Directorate reports directly to the chairman of
the Commission, who is a Deputy from the opposition party. Therefore, it is hard to obtain information or help
for deputies from this office, since it is stated that budget analysis is conducted by the Ministry of Finance. This
somehow indicates that the budget analysis and follow up conducted by the Legislature is not independent.
PEER REVIEWER

Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

104. Does the legislature debate budget policy prior to the
tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. Yes, the legislature both debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal and
approves recommendations for the budget, and the executive is obliged to reflect the legislature’s
recommendations in the budget.
B. Yes, the legislature both debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal and
approves recommendations for the budget, but the executive is not obliged to reflect the legislature’s
recommendations in the budget.
C. Yes, the legislature debates budget policy prior to the tabling of the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but the
legislature does not approve recommendations for the budget.
D. No, neither the full legislature nor any legislative committee debate budget policy prior to the tabling of the
Executive’s Budget Proposal.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: www.asamblea.gob.ni Entrevista personal con diputado Carlos Langrand (Partido Liberal
Independiente). Junio 18, 2014.
Comments: The Executive manages internally the budgetary discussion before the presentation of the budget
proposal, that is to say, together with institutions, entities and bodies that receive resources. In Nicaragua a
document is prepared describing the major policies, but it does not specify useful budgetary data for the
Legislature to discuss and open a dialogue with the Executive. This document would be very important for
Deputies so as to have material for the budget debate; however, as mentioned by Deputy Carlos Langrand,
Deputies who follow up on budget related issues get information on the preparation of the budget only when
the Bill is submitted usually on October 15. Therefore, they have little time to analyze the proposal and provide
their recommendations.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

105. Does the executive hold consultations with members of the
legislature as part of its process of determining budget
priorities?

A. Yes, the executive holds consultations with a wide range of legislators.
B. Yes, the executive holds consultations with a range of legislators, but some key members are excluded.
C. Yes, the executive holds consultations with only a limited number of legislators.
D. No, the executive does not consult with members of the legislature as part of the budget preparation
process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Entrevista personal con diputado Carlos Langrand (Partido Liberal Independiente). Junio 18, 2014.
Comments: According to the information provided by Deputy Langrand, Deputies who follow-up budget
issues get information on the preparation of the budget only when the Bill is submitted to the Legislature,
usually on October 15. Therefore, they have little time to analyze the proposal and provide their
recommendations. The Deputies belonging to the ruling party are the ones that have access to more
information during the preparation of the budget, since they have direct communication with those charged
with its preparation.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The Ministry of Finance submits the Budget before the plenary of the National Assembly, and then
there is a period when Deputies may ask questions and provide comments. However, there is no consultation
process where the doubts and concerns of the Deputies can be answered in depth.

106. How far in advance of the start of the budget year does the
legislature receive the Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least three months before the start of the budget
year.
B. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal at least six weeks, but less than three months,
before the start of the budget year.
C. The legislature receives the Executive’s Budget Proposal less than six weeks before the start of the budget
year.
D. The legislature does not receive the Executive’s Budget Proposal before the start of the budget year.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario. Arto. 35.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument El Nuevo Diario. Gobierno entrega iniciativa del presupuesto 2014.
http://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/economia/299308-gobierno-entrega-iniciativa-del-presupuesto-2014
Comments: The 2014 Executive's Budget Proposal was submitted to the National Assembly, as almost every
year, on October 15, 2013.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

107. When does the legislature approve the Executive’s Budget
Proposal?

A. The legislature approves the budget at least one month in advance of the start of the budget year.
B. The legislature approves the budget less than one month in advance of the start of the budget year, but at
least by the start of the budget year.
C. The legislature approves the budget less than one month after the start of the budget year.
D. The legislature approves the budget more than one month after the start of the budget year, or does not
approve the budget.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Ley Anual de Presupuesto General de la República
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/SILEG/Iniciativas.nsf/xpIniciativa.xsp?
documentId=CEB7F25A70DF18EA06257C05007BA241&action=openDocument El Nuevo Diario. Aprueban
Presupuesto 2014. http://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/304773-aprueban-presupuesto-2014 El Nuevo
Diario. Aprobado Presupuesto para 2013. http://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/economia/271860-aprobadopresupuesto-2013
Comments: During the last two years, the National Assembly approved the Annual Budget Law one month
before the beginning of the budget year, exactly on December 11.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

108. Does the legislature have the authority in law to amend the
Executive’s Budget Proposal?

A. Yes, the legislature has unlimited authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
B. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, with some limitations.
C. Yes, the legislature has authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal, but its authority is very
limited.
D. No, the legislature does not have any authority in law to amend the Executive’s Budget Proposal.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Ley No. 550. Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario. Articulo No.38.

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument
Comments: Law No. 550 authorizes modifications to the total expenditure of the budget, but it requires the
detail of the sources of revenue and who will receive it. However, the Legislature has several constraints to
make this type of modifications, since the analysis and consultations available comprehends a very short
period of time. In approximately one and a half month, from the moment they receive the proposal (October
15) until its approval (usually early December), they have to conduct the analysis and consultation process to
be able to propose any modification or proposal of any kind.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

109. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds between administrative units that receive
explicit funding in the Enacted Budget, and is it legally required
to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds between administrative units, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds between administrative
units, but is not required to do so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds between administrative units, but in practice the executive shifts funds without seeking prior
approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive shifts funds between administrative units without seeking prior approval or input from the
legislature, and there is no law or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the
legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario. Arto. 51 y 55, párrafo 4.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?

OpenDocument
Comments: The changes in total expenditure of institutions that receive budget items need the authorization
of the Legislative Branch to be able to make the required changes. This means that to be able to move budget
items between institutions/entities/bodies, it is necessary that the Executive submits a reform proposal to the
general budget of the republic to the Legislative Branch.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

110. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds within administrative units that receive explicit
funding in the Enacted Budget, and is it legally required to do
so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds within administrative units, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to shifting funds within administrative
units, but is not required to do so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to
shifting funds within administrative units, but in practice the executive shifts funds without seeking prior
approval or input from the legislature.
D. The executive shifts funds within administrative units without seeking prior approval or input from the
legislature, and there is no law or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the
legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario. Arto. 55.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument
Comments: Article 55 of Law No. 550, Law on Financial Administration and Budgetary Regime, specifies the

cases in which the Executive Branch, through the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit, can move items within
the same entity or body without going through a budgetary reform. They must be "quarterly reported by the
Ministry of Finance and Public Credit to the Commission of Economic, Finance and Budget Matters through the
General Directorate of Public Expenditure Analysis and Follow Up" (Article 55, paragraph 5).
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: In accordance with Article 55 of the Financial Administration and Budgetary Regime Law, the
Executive Branch may make transfers of funds within administrative units without the approval or help from
the National Assembly, provided that funds allocated to investment projects be allocated to other projects
previously approved in the Budget and not to current expenditure, except for funds with specific allocation
associated to certain projects; also, it can reallocate funds within different current expenditure items provided
the wages and salaries and other benefits item is not affected. The Executive Branch is not required to consult
or wait for the approval of the Legislative Branch to make said changes. They are only required to submit
quarterly reports on the transfer of intra-institutional budgetary items, related to investment and current
expenditure projects to the Commission of Economic, Finance and Budget Matters through the General
Directorate of Public Expenditure Analysis and Follow Up.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
In accordance to law No. 550, Article 55 discusses transfers within the same institution. It specifies the cases
when they can and cannot be made. In this sense, the question could be answered as B. That is to say, it does
not always require approval from the legislature, but it does in other cases.
IBP COMMENT
To maintain cross country consistency, and given that in certain cases legislative approval is not sought, in
agreement with the researcher the answer has been changed from "a" to "b."

111. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
spending excess revenue (that is, amounts higher than
originally anticipated) that may become available during the
budget execution period, and is it legally required to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to
spending excess revenues, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to spending excess revenue, but is not
required to do so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to
spending excess revenue, but in practice the executive spends these funds without seeking prior approval or

input from the legislature.
D. The executive spends excess revenues without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and
there is no law or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario. Arto. 51 y 54.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument Ley de modificación a la Ley No. 823, "Ley Anual de Presupuesto General de la República
2013". http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/SILEG/Iniciativas.nsf/xpIniciativa.xsp Constitución Política de
Nicaragua. Título VI. Capítulo III. De las Finanzas Públicas.
http://www.poderjudicial.gob.ni/pjupload/archivos/documentos/LA_CONSTITUCION_POLITICA_Y_SUS_REFORM
AS(3).pdf
Comments: Every year, if the behavior of revenue allows for a forecast of an increase or a decrease in the
initial projections, it is required to reform the budget law with a view to increasing or decreasing expenditure;
however, there are some institutions that receive resources with a specific destiny, which, if they exceed the
collection estimated at the beginning, may be incorporated to the expenditure budget without going through a
budgetary reform, but they must be reported to the Assembly and the SAI.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

112. When was the most recent supplemental budget approved?

A. The most recent supplemental budget was approved before the funds were expended.
B. The most recent supplemental budget was approved after the funds were expended, or the executive
implemented the supplemental budget without ever receiving approval from the legislature (please specify).
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua

A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario. Arto. 51.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument Ley de modificación a la Ley No. 823, "Ley Anual de Presupuesto General de la República
2013". http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/SILEG/Iniciativas.nsf/xpIniciativa.xsp Constitución Política de
Nicaragua. Título VI. Capítulo III. De las Finanzas Públicas.
http://www.poderjudicial.gob.ni/pjupload/archivos/documentos/LA_CONSTITUCION_POLITICA_Y_SUS_REFORM
AS(3).pdf
Comments: On September 24, 2013, there was the approval of Law No. 823, "2013 Annual General Budget of
the Republic Law." No new funds can be spent without prior approval of the National Assembly.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

113. Does the executive seek input from the legislature prior to
spending contingency funds or other funds for which no
specific purpose was identified in the Enacted Budget, and is it
legally required to do so?

A. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to
spending contingency funds, and it does so in practice.
B. The executive obtains approval or input from the legislature prior to spending contingency funds, but is not
required to do so by law or regulation.
C. The executive is required by law or regulation to obtain approval or input from the legislature prior to
spending contingency funds, but in practice the executive spends these funds without seeking prior approval
or input from the legislature.
D. The executive spends contingency funds without seeking prior approval or input from the legislature, and
there is no law or regulation requiring it to obtain such prior approval or input from the legislature.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.

Score: 0
Sources: Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario. Arto. 39 y 52.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument Constitución Política de Nicaragua. Título VI. Capítulo III. De las Finanzas Públicas.
http://www.poderjudicial.gob.ni/pjupload/archivos/documentos/LA_CONSTITUCION_POLITICA_Y_SUS_REFORM
AS(3).pdf
Comments: There is a contingent fund in the budget of Nicaragua called "Contingencies." In accordance to
Law no. 550, this item can only be used for events such as natural disasters, war, generalized domestic
conflicts or epidemics. The use of this fund shall be authorized by the President, and the Ministry of Finance
and Public Credit shall report to the SAI and the National Assembly on the use of these resources.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

114. Does a committee of the legislature hold public hearings to
review and scrutinize Audit Reports?

A. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize a wide range of Audit Reports.
B. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize the main Audit Reports.
C. Yes, a committee holds public hearings to review and scrutinize a small number of Audit Reports.
D. No, a committee does not hold public hearings to review and scrutinize Audit Reports.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Constitución Política de Nicaragua. Título VI. Capítulo III. De las Finanzas Públicas.
http://www.poderjudicial.gob.ni/pjupload/archivos/documentos/LA_CONSTITUCION_POLITICA_Y_SUS_REFORM
AS(3).pdf Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario. Arto. 67 y 68.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument Entrevista personal con diputado Carlos Langrand (Partido Liberal Independiente). Junio 18,
2014.

Comments: The SAI does not need the approval of the Legislature for audit reports.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

115. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) have the discretion
in law to undertake those audits it may wish to?

A. The SAI has full discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.
B. The SAI has significant discretion, but faces some limitations.
C. The SAI has some discretion, but faces considerable limitations.
D. The SAI has no discretion to decide which audits it wishes to undertake.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 67
Sources: Ley orgánica de la contraloría general de la república y del sistema de control de la administración
pública y fiscalización de los bienes y recursos del estado.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/($All)/5F242CF8FE6DA9820625764F00602768?
OpenDocument El Nuevo Diario. Contraloría pide más presupuesto.
http://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/politica/287430Comments: According to the Organic Law of the SAI, this institution may "Conduct financial, compliance,
operational, comprehensive, special, IT, environmental, forensic, and management and any other type of audit
in entities and bodies under its control, either individually or grouped in the public activity sector subject
matter of the audit in accordance with the Standards for Government Audit of Nicaragua (Normas de Auditoría
Gubernamental de Nicaragua - NAGUN). Nevertheless, the SAI has several constraints which prevent it from
doing a more efficient job. For instance, the resources that finance its functions are not enough. Not all
institutions are audited.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

116. Has the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) established a
monitoring system to provide on-going, independent
evaluations of its audit processes (a quality assurance system)?

A. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, and both a sample of completed audits are
reviewed annually and the findings of these reviews are made available to the public.
B. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, but either a sample of completed audits are not
reviewed annually or the findings of these reviews are not made available to the public.
C. Yes, the SAI has established a quality assurance system, but neither a sample of completed audits are
reviewed annually nor are the findings of these reviews made available to the public.
D. No, the SAI has not established a quality assurance system.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Ley orgánica de la contraloría general de la república y del sistema de control de la administración
pública y fiscalización de los bienes y recursos del estado. Arto. 9.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/($All)/5F242CF8FE6DA9820625764F00602768?
OpenDocument Contraloria General de la República. Manuales de Auditoría Gubernamental.
http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=173&Itemid=81
Comments: The SAI provides the Government Audit Manual which is aimed at standardizing audits. This
document is available to the general public, but auditors and government and public servants use it to conduct
audits.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: d.
Comments: The Comptroller's Office does not have a formal procedure to guarantee an independent quality
control of its audits. The Comptroller's Office published the results of its audits and submits a report of its
action to the Assembly, but beyond that, it is completely clear that the only way to guarantee the quality of its
auditing activities would be setting institutional mechanisms allowing for an independent evaluation and a
strict analysis of said activities, and to publish those results. Without an independent evaluation, there is no
way to guarantee that the Comptroller's Office conducts its auditing activities under the required essential

quality standards. There are no such mechanisms in Nicaragua.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Actually, after a thorough review of the question, we agree with the comment of the reviewer. The SAI does not
have an audit quality assurance system. It does have a manual on how to conduct audits, but not one on how
to evaluate them. There is neither an autonomous entity that checks the quality of audits. Therefore, we
change the answer from C to D.

117. Must a branch of government other than the executive
(such as the legislature or the judiciary) give final consent
before the head of the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) can be
removed from office?

A. Yes, the head of the SAI may only be removed by the legislature or judiciary, or the legislature or judiciary
must give final consent before he or she is removed.
B. No, the executive may remove the head of the SAI without the final consent of the judiciary or legislature.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
A.
Score: 100
Sources: Ley orgánica de la contraloría general de la república y del sistema de control de la administración
pública y fiscalización de los bienes y recursos del estado. Capitulo III. Arto. 21.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/($All)/5F242CF8FE6DA9820625764F00602768?
OpenDocument
Comments: According to the "Organic Law of the General Comptroller's Office of the Republic and the Public
Administration Control System and Auditing of Government Assets and Resources," the institution is headed
by the chairman of the Superior Council of the General Comptroller of the Republic, who, as well as the other
members of the council, report to the National Assembly. The latter may remove any of the members on the
grounds described in Article No. 21.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

118. Who determines the budget of the Supreme Audit
Institution (SAI)?

A. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body), and the
funding level is broadly consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
B. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, and the funding level is broadly consistent with the
resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
C. The budget of the SAI is determined by the legislature or judiciary (or some independent body), but the
funding level is not consistent with the resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
D. The budget of the SAI is determined by the executive, and the funding level is not consistent with the
resources the SAI needs to fulfill its mandate.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Ley orgánica de la contraloría general de la república y del sistema de control de la administración
pública y fiscalización de los bienes y recursos del estado. Arto. no. 8
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/($All)/5F242CF8FE6DA9820625764F00602768?
OpenDocument El Nuevo Diario. Contraloría pide más presupuesto.
http://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/politica/287430Comments: In accordance with the organic law of the SAI, its financing shall be mainly through the budget (tax
revenue, in particular), donations and the financing described in some other legal provisions. The General
Budget of the Republic is prepared by the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit and, therefore, it is the
Executive Branch who determines the budget for auditing institutions. Also, statements made by the Chairman
of the Comptroller's Office have suggested that the financial resources available to the institution are not
enough due to the amount of work that is done, therefore, they need to increase their funds.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: No, I do not agree with the score.
Suggested Answer: c.
Comments: The Executive Branch proposes the budget to be allocated to each administrative unit, but the
National Assembly has the power to redistribute allocations provided the global budgetary ceiling is not
affected. The legal basis of the powers of the Legislative Assembly regarding budgetary matters is included in

Article 112 of the Political Constitution, which states that the "National Assembly may modify the Budget
Project submitted by the President of the Republic, but no extraordinary expenditure may be created unless
created by law and at the same time the allocation of the resources to finance it." In turn, Article 38 of the
Financial Administration and Budgetary Regime Law states that the "National Assembly, when approving the
budget project may not include increases in the total expenditure, without appointing a new source of income
enough to cover those increases." This means that the Assembly may modify the Executive Branch's Budget
Proposal provided is does it within the global expenditure limit set in the Executive Branch's proposal. The only
option to modify the budget proposal, staying within the expenditure ceiling set by the latter, is modifying the
intra or inter institutional allocations, which are exactly the changes historically made by the National
Assembly.
RESEARCHER'S RESPONSE
Based on the fact that the Executive Branch, through the MHCP, conducts the budgetary policy annually, we
can say that they are the ones who set the CGR's budgetary ceiling. Based on this, the CGR distributes its
budget. In practice, the National assembly has not much influence to change the budget of any institution. The
National Assembly would be able to change budgets, increasing them, for instance, if it had the ability to find
new sources of revenue to support said increases; however, in practice, it does not have this ability.

Section 5. Public Engagement in the Budget Process
119. Does the executive make available to the public clear
(accessible, nontechnical) definitions of terms used in the
budget and other budget-related documents (for instance, in a
glossary)?

A. Yes, clear definitions of all key budget terms are provided.
B. Yes, definitions are provided for all key budget terms, but they are not always clear.
C. Yes, definitions are provided for some but not all key budget terms.
D. No, definitions are not provided.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33

Sources: Ministerio de Hacienda y Crédito Público. Compendio Estadístico de las Finanzas Públicas 2000-2012.
http://www.hacienda.gob.ni/documentos/documentos-de-politicas-y-estadisticasfiscales/Compendio_Estadistico_MHCP.pdf/view
Comments: The Ministry of Finance and Public Credit published a statistical summary of the Nicaraguan public
finances providing definitions of some terms related to the budget. However, they are non-technical
definitions that could be written to be understood by the population.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

120. Is the executive formally required to engage with the public
during the formulation and execution phases of the budget
process?

A. A law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage with the public
during both the formulation and execution phases of the budget process.
B. A law, a regulation, or a formal procedural obligation requires the executive to engage with the public
during either the formulation or the execution phase of the budget process but not both.
C. There is no formal requirement for the executive to engage with the public during either the formulation or
the execution phase of the budget process, but informal procedures exist to enable the public to engage with
the executive during the formulation or execution phase of the budget process or during both phases.
D. There is no formal requirement and the executive does not engage with the public during the budget
process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Ley No. 475, Ley de Participacion
Ciudadana.http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/F78CA467F5C96D0306257257005FBADC?
OpenDocument Ley No. 550, Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument

Comments: The citizens engagement law states that the population may propose public policies or legislative
initiatives that later would have to be approved by the National Assembly. However, regarding the General
Budget of the Republic in particular, its preparation and presentation is exclusively a task of the Ministry of
Finance and Public Credit. Citizens groups or citizens in general are rarely consulted during the preparation
and approval process. According to Deputy Carlos Langrand, Vice-President of the Production, Economy and
Budget Commission, during the approval of the Budget, several government institutions are summoned to ask
for their opinion about the budget; however, these consultations are not many and they are not very open to
the general citizenry.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Suggested Answer: b.
Comments: Among other powers of the President, the Political Constitution states appointing an Economic
and Social Planning Council, representing corporations, cooperative organizations and others set by the
President, that may aid him in conducting the economic and social policy of the country. The Citizens
Participation Law states that, in accordance with the Political constitution, the citizenship in general may take
part in the formulation of national and sectoral public policies, through the participation space given to them
in the formulation of national public policies from the National Economic and Social Planning Council, also
known as CONPES (Consejo Nacional de Planificación Económica y Social). Until 2006, the CONPES served as a
space for the Executive Branch to conduct a consultation of the Budget Bill with the sectors represented. The
CONPES ceased its operations in 2007.

121. When the executive engages with the public during the
budget formulation process, does it articulate what it hopes to
achieve from the engagement and provide other information
far enough in advance so that the public can participate in an
informed manner?

A. The executive provides sufficient information (including what it hopes to achieve from its engagement with
the public) in advance of the engagement.
B. The executive provides information to the public, but it is either insufficient or is not provided in advance of
the engagement.
C. The executive provides information to the public, but it is neither sufficient nor provided in advance of the
engagement.
D. The executive does not provide information, or does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Ley No. 475, Ley de Participacion
Ciudadana.http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/F78CA467F5C96D0306257257005FBADC?
OpenDocument Ley No. 550, Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument
Comments: The only time when the public is consulted (a small sector) is when the budget is discussed within
the National Assembly, during the approval process.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

122. When the executive engages with the public during the
budget execution process, does it articulate what it hopes to
achieve from the engagement and provide other information
far enough in advance so that the public can participate in an
informed manner?

A. The executive provides sufficient information (including what it hopes to achieve from its engagement with
the public) in advance of the engagement.
B. The executive provides information to the public, but it is either insufficient or is not provided in advance of
the engagement.
C. The executive provides information to the public, but it is neither sufficient nor provided in advance of the
engagement.
D. The executive does not provide information, or does not engage with the public during the budget process.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0

Sources: Ley No. 475, Ley de Participacion Ciudadana.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/F78CA467F5C96D0306257257005FBADC?
OpenDocument Ley No. 550, Ley de Administración Financiera y del Régimen Presupuestario.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/625E262D99AA8B44062570BD0059F107?
OpenDocument
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

123. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s perspective on budget priorities?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities, and
these mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities;
while these mechanisms are accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget priorities, but
these mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget
priorities.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Plan Nacional de Desarrollo Humano 2012-2016.
http://www.pndh.gob.ni/documentos/pndhActualizado/pndh.pdf Ley No. 475, Ley de Participación Ciudadana.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/F78CA467F5C96D0306257257005FBADC?
OpenDocument
Comments: A document that shows the government's priority policies is the National Plan for Human
Development, which is prepared, according to official statements, based on guidelines from different sectors
of the Nicaraguan population. However, this not done annually to set the priorities of the budget, therefore
the citizens engagement in this sense is almost non-existent.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The Political Constitution states that the President may appoint an Economic and Social Planning
Council, representing corporations, cooperative organizations and others set by the President, that may aid
him in conducting the economic and social policy of the country. The Citizens Participation Law states that, in
accordance with the Political constitution, the citizenship in general may take part in the formulation of
national and sectoral public policies, through the participation space given to them in the formulation of
national public policies from the National Economic and Social Planning Council, also known as CONPES
(Consejo Nacional de Planificación Económica y Social). Until 2006, the CONPES served as a space for the
Executive Branch to conduct a consultation of the Budget Bill with the sectors represented. The CONPES
ceased its operations in 2007.

124. Has the executive established mechanisms to identify the
public’s perspective on budget execution?

A. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution, and
these mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution;
while these mechanisms are accessible they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the executive has established mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget execution, but
these mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the executive has not established any mechanisms to identify the public’s perspective on budget
execution.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Ley No. 475, Ley de Participación Ciudadana.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/F78CA467F5C96D0306257257005FBADC?
OpenDocument
Comments: Unlike the budget formulation and approval stages, there is little or no engagement of citizens
during the implementation of the budget. This is a stage that includes the participation of only those
institutions that receive budget allocations. It is not known whether the government fosters consultations to

inform some sectors of the population on the level of implementation of the budget.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The Political Constitution states that the President may appoint an Economic and Social Planning
Council, representing corporations, cooperative organizations and others set by the President, that may aid
him in conducting the economic and social policy of the country. The Citizens Participation Law states that, in
accordance with the Political constitution, the citizenship in general may take part in the formulation of
national and sectoral public policies, through the participation space given to them in the formulation of
national public policies from the National Economic and Social Planning Council, also known as CONPES
(Consejo Nacional de Planificación Económica y Social). Until 2006, the CONPES served as a space for the
Executive Branch to conduct a consultation of the Budget Draft and discuss the budgetary process with the
sectors represented. The CONPES ceased its operations in 2007.

125. Does the executive provide formal, detailed feedback to the
public on how its inputs have been used to develop budget
plans and improve budget execution?

A. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public and provides detailed feedback on
how these inputs have been used.
B. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public, but provides only limited
feedback on how these inputs have been used.
C. Yes, the executive issues reports on the inputs it received from the public, but provides no feedback on how
these inputs have been used.
D. No, the executive does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public or provide feedback on
how these inputs have been used.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Plan Nacional de Desarrollo Humano 2012-2016.
http://www.pndh.gob.ni/documentos/pndhActualizado/pndh.pdf Ley No. 475, Ley de Participación Ciudadana.
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/($All)/F78CA467F5C96D0306257257005FBADC?
OpenDocument

Comments: As already mentioned in question 123, according to the government budget, priorities are set
based on the National Plan for Human Development. According to this document, a broad group of sector was
consulted to prepare policies. However, consultations are not conducted annually for the preparation of the
General Budget of the Republic. The government does not conduct consultations during the budget process,
no reports are prepared on the input that could be provided in these meetings. And, if public consultations are
conducted, it is not known whether the reports mentioned in this question are actually produced.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The Political Constitution states that the President may appoint an Economic and Social Planning
Council, representing corporations, cooperative organizations and others set by the President, that may aid
him in conducting the economic and social policy of the country. The Citizens Participation Law states that, in
accordance with the Political constitution, the citizenship in general may take part in the formulation of
national and sectoral public policies, through the participation space given to them in the formulation of
national public policies from the National Economic and Social Planning Council, also known as CONPES
(Consejo Nacional de Planificación Económica y Social). Until 2006, the CONPES served as a space for the
Executive Branch to conduct a consultation of the Budget Bill with the sectors represented. The Executive
Branch used to report the CONPES on the way in which its recommendations had been taken into
consideration. The CONPES ceased its operations in 2007.

126. Does a legislative committee (or committees) hold public
hearings on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework
presented in the budget in which testimony from the executive
branch and the public is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony is heard from
the executive branch and a wide range of constituencies.
B. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony is heard from
the executive branch and some constituencies.
C. Yes, public hearings are held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony from the
executive branch is heard, but no testimony from the public is heard.
D. No, public hearings are not held on the macroeconomic and fiscal framework in which testimony from the
executive branch and the public is heard.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua

D.
Score: 0
Sources: Asamblea Nacional. www.asamblea.gob.ni
Comments: During the budget approval stage, the Legislature consults few public sectors or groups. Also, the
Ministry of Finance and Public Credit presents the most important issues of the budget; however, these
consultations are not fully open to the public and are not broadcasted by the media.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The Political Constitution states that the President may appoint an Economic and Social Planning
Council, representing corporations, cooperative organizations and others set by the President, that may aid
him in conducting the economic and social policy of the country. The Citizens Participation Law states that, in
accordance with the Political constitution, the citizenship in general may take part in the formulation of
national and sectoral public policies, through the participation space given to them in the formulation of
national public policies from the National Economic and Social Planning Council, also known as CONPES
(Consejo Nacional de Planificación Económica y Social). Until 2006, the CONPES served as a space for the
Executive Branch to conduct a consultation of the Budget Bill with the sectors represented, including
macroeconomic and fiscal projections that supported the bill. The CONPES ceased its operations in 2007.

127. Do legislative committees hold public hearings on the
individual budgets of central government administrative units
(i.e., ministries, departments, and agencies) in which testimony
from the executive branch is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of a
wide range of administrative units.
B. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of the
main administrative units.
C. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are held on the budgets of a
small number of administrative units.
D. No, public hearings in which testimony from the executive branch is heard are not held on the budgets of
administrative units.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Asamblea Nacional. www.asamblea.gob.ni
Comments: During the budget consultation process conducted by the Executive, committee meetings are held
with some administrative units to hear the opinion of the Executive Branch; however, they are not public since
not every common citizen is allowed to enter and/or they are not broadcasted by the media.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: The Political Constitution states that the President may appoint an Economic and Social Planning
Council, representing corporations, cooperative organizations and others set by the President, that may aid
him in conducting the economic and social policy of the country. The Citizens Participation Law states that, in
accordance with the Political constitution, the citizenship in general may take part in the formulation of
national and sectoral public policies, through the participation space given to them in the formulation of
national public policies from the National Economic and Social Planning Council, also known as CONPES
(Consejo Nacional de Planificación Económica y Social). This law established sectoral committees where
sectoral budget proposals were consulted. Until 2006, the CONPES and several sectoral committees served as
a space for the Executive Branch to conduct a consultation of the Budget Bill with the sectors represented. The
CONPES ceased its operations in 2007.

128. Do legislative committees hold public hearings on the
individual budgets of central government administrative units
(i.e., ministries, departments, and agencies) in which testimony
from the public is heard?

A. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of a wide range of
administrative units.
B. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of some
administrative units.
C. Yes, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are held on the budgets of a small number
of administrative units.
D. No, public hearings in which testimony from the public is heard are not held on the budgets of
administrative units.

E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Asamblea Nacional. www.asamblea.gob.ni
Comments: Some consultations with civil society and other citizens groups are being conducted for them to
share their opinion on the budget. However, these meetings are not conducted every year and they are not
public, since citizens are not allowed to attend and/or they are not broadcasted by the media.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score but wish to add a comment, clarification, or suggest another reference.
Comments: Article 9 of the Citizens Participation Law states that "every law must be submitted to consultation
so as guarantee effective public participation." In the case of the Budget, the Economic Commission of the
National Assembly, controlled by the ruling party, decides who is invited to consultations.

129. Do the legislative committees that hold public hearings on
the budget release reports to the public on these hearings?

A. Yes, the committees release reports, which include all written and spoken testimony presented at the
hearings.
B. Yes, the committees release reports, which include most testimony presented at the hearings.
C. Yes, the committees release reports, but they include only some testimony presented at the hearings.
D. No, the committees do not release reports, or do not hold public hearings.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Asamblea Nacional. www.asamblea.gob.ni

Comments: Commissions that conduct hearings do not prepare reports on budget consultations.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

130. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain formal
mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating
its audit program (by identifying the agencies, programs, or
projects that should be audited)?

A. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit
program, and these mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit
program; while these mechanisms are accessible, they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit
program, but these mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the SAI does not have formal mechanisms through which the public can assist in formulating its audit
program.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Gaceta, Diario Oficial No 1. Pág. 19. Reforma al procedimiento de Tramitación de Denuncias
Ciudadanas.
http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/images/stories/docsvarios/ultpubli/Reforma%20Procedimiento%20a%20las%20Den
uncias%20Ciudadanas%20GACETA%20No.%201-A%C3%B1o%202013.pdf Contraloría General de la República.
Informes de Denuncias Ciudadanas. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=1168&Itemid=106
Comments: The SAI has the Directorate of Public Complaints, to receive complaints on alleged facts that show
improper use of government assets and resources. Based on these complaints, the CGR may conduct special
audits. However, this is not a mechanism that allows citizens to influence the scheduling of all the audits that
the SAI may prepare in a certain period.

PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

131. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain formal
mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit
investigations (as respondents, witnesses, etc.)?

A. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations,
and these mechanisms are accessible and widely used by the public.
B. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations;
while these mechanisms are accessible, they are not widely used by the public.
C. Yes, the SAI maintains formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit investigations,
but these mechanisms are not accessible.
D. No, the SAI does not have formal mechanisms through which the public can participate in audit
investigations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
C.
Score: 33
Sources: Gaceta, Diario Oficial No 1. Pág. 19. Reforma al procedimiento de Tramitación de Denuncias
Ciudadanas.
http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/images/stories/docsvarios/ultpubli/Reforma%20Procedimiento%20a%20las%20Den
uncias%20Ciudadanas%20GACETA%20No.%201-A%C3%B1o%202013.pdf Contraloría General de la República.
Informes de Denuncias Ciudadanas. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=1168&Itemid=106
Comments: As it was answered in question 130, the SAI has the Directorate of Public Complaints, which
receives evidence for the auditing entity to conduct a special audit, depending on the veracity of the evidence.
This is the only way in which the citizens can be part of some audit or investigation, only if the evidence is
sufficient to merit an investigation.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

132. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) maintain any
communication with the public regarding its Audit Reports
beyond simply making these reports publicly available?

A. Yes, in addition to publishing Audit Reports, the SAI maintains other mechanisms of communication to
make the public aware of audit findings (such as maintaining an office that regularly conducts outreach
activities to publicize previously released audit findings).
B. No, the SAI does not maintain any formal mechanisms of communication with the public beyond publishing
Audit Reports.
C. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
B.
Score: 0
Sources: Contraloria General de la República. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&Itemid=184
Comments: The SAI posts audit documents on its website, as well as other documents they prepare. Its access
to information office has the most recent audit reports. Even though these documents are published, they are
not made available through media channels to reach a wide sector of the population. It is necessary to monitor
the website of the CGR and periodically visit the access to information office to know which audits are
published.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

133. Does the Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) provide formal,
detailed feedback to the public on how their inputs have been
used to determine its audit program or in Audit Reports?

A. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public and provides detailed feedback on how
these inputs have been used.
B. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public but provides only limited feedback on

how these inputs have been used.
C. Yes, the SAI issues reports on the inputs it received from the public but provides no feedback on how these
inputs have been used.
D. No, the SAI does not issue reports on the inputs it received from the public through public consultations.
E. Not applicable/other (please comment).

Nicaragua
D.
Score: 0
Sources: Contraloría General de la República. Documentos. http://www.cgr.gob.ni/cgr/index.php?
option=com_docman&Itemid=184
Comments: The SAi has not established mechanisms that allow for public participation when preparing their
audit schedule or auditing itself. The only way in which citizens can participate is by making complaints on the
investigation of any mismanagement in public institutions. This is why no reports are published stating how
the citizens contributions have been used.
PEER REVIEWER
Opinion: Yes, I agree with the score and have no comments to add.

